
The Fifth Sunday of Easter 
Rite of Confirmation 
May 2, 2021 – 9:30 a.m. 
Lutheran Book of Worship, Holy Communion, Setting One 

Prayer before worship: 
Risen Lord Jesus Christ, we come before you this day thankful for your glorious 
resurrection. Scatter doubt and uncertainty, and confirm our faith and trust in you.  
Come into our midst this day with your life-giving presence and bestow upon us 
your saving peace.  Amen. 

T   T   T 
Pre-Service Music “Awake, My Heart, with Gladness” (setting by Rudolf Moser) 
 “If Christ Had Not Been Raised from Death” (setting by Timothy Shaw) 

Ringing of the Bells 

Welcome 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 
The sign of the cross made be made in remembrance of Baptism 

P In the name of the Father, and of the T Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 
P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 
C But if we confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins 

and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
Silence for reflection on God’s Word and self-examination 

P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 
C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We 

have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done 
and by what we have left undone.  We have not loved You with our whole 
heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  We justly deserve 
Your present and eternal punishment. For the sake of your Son, Jesus 
Christ, have mercy on us.  Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may 
delight in Your will and walk in Your ways, to the glory of Your holy name.  
Amen. 
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P Almighty God, in his mercy, has given His Son to die for you and, for His sake, 
forgives you all your sins.  As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by his 
authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of 
the T Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  

C Amen. 

SERVICE OF THE WORD 

Greeting 
P Alleluia! Christ is risen. 
C He is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 

Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C And also with you. 

Prayer of the Day 
P Let us pray: 
 O God, You make the minds of Your faithful to be of one will. Grant that we may 

love what You have commanded and desire what You promise, that among the 
many changes of this world our hearts may be fixed where true joys are found; 
through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

First Reading Acts 8:26-40 
26An angel of the Lord said to Philip, “Rise and go toward the south to the road that 
goes down from Jerusalem to Gaza.” This is a desert place. 27And he rose and went. 
And there was an Ethiopian, a eunuch, a court official of Candace, queen of the 
Ethiopians, who was in charge of all her treasure. He had come to Jerusalem to 
worship 28and was returning, seated in his chariot, and he was reading the prophet 
Isaiah. 29And the Spirit said to Philip, “Go over and join this chariot.” 30So Philip ran 
to him and heard him reading Isaiah the prophet and asked, “Do you understand 
what you are reading?” 31And he said, “How can I, unless someone guides me?” And 
he invited Philip to come up and sit with him. 32Now the passage of the Scripture 
that he was reading was this: 

“Like a sheep he was led to the slaughter 
and like a lamb before its shearer is silent, 
 so he opens not his mouth. 
33In his humiliation justice was denied him. 
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Who can describe his generation? 
 For his life is taken away from the earth.” 

34And the eunuch said to Philip, “About whom, I ask you, does the prophet say this, 
about himself or about someone else?” 35Then Philip opened his mouth, and 
beginning with this Scripture he told him the good news about Jesus. 36And as they 
were going along the road they came to some water, and the eunuch said, “See, 
here is water! What prevents me from being baptized?” 38And he commanded the 
chariot to stop, and they both went down into the water, Philip and the eunuch, and 
he baptized him. 39And when they came up out of the water, the Spirit of the Lord 
carried Philip away, and the eunuch saw him no more, and went on his way 
rejoicing. 40But Philip found himself at Azotus, and as he passed through he 
preached the gospel to all the towns until he came to Caesarea. 

L  This is the Word of the Lord. 
C  Thanks be to God. 

Psalm (read responsively) Psalm 150 
L  Praise the LORD! 
 Praise God in his sanctuary; 
 praise him in his mighty heavens! 
C  Praise him for his mighty deeds; 
 praise him according to his excellent greatness! 
L  Praise him with trumpet sound; 
 praise him with lute and harp! 
C  Praise him with tambourine and dance; 
 praise him with strings and pipe! 
L  Praise him with sounding cymbals; 
 praise him with loud clashing cymbals! 
C  Let everything that has breath praise the LORD! 
 Praise the LORD! 

Epistle 1 John 4:1-11 
1Beloved, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits to see whether they are 
from God, for many false prophets have gone out into the world. 2By this you know 
the Spirit of God: every spirit that confesses that Jesus Christ has come in the flesh 
is from God, 3and every spirit that does not confess Jesus is not from God. This is 
the spirit of the antichrist, which you heard was coming and now is in the world 
already. 4Little children, you are from God and have overcome them, for he who is 
in you is greater than he who is in the world. 5They are from the world; therefore 
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they speak from the world, and the world listens to them. 6We are from God. 
Whoever knows God listens to us; whoever is not from God does not listen to us. By 
this we know the Spirit of truth and the spirit of error. 
7Beloved, let us love one another, for love is from God, and whoever loves has been 
born of God and knows God. 8Anyone who does not love does not know God, 
because God is love. 9In this the love of God was made manifest among us, that 
God sent his only Son into the world, so that we might live through him. 10In this is 
love, not that we have loved God but that he loved us and sent his Son to be the 
propitiation for our sins. 11Beloved, if God so loved us, we also ought to love one 
another. 

L  This is the Word of the Lord. 
C  Thanks be to God. 

Alleluia and Verse (spoken together) 
Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go? 
You have the words of eternal life. 
Alleluia, alleluia. 

Holy Gospel John 15:1-8 

P  The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the fifteenth chapter. 
C  Glory to you, O Lord. 

Please join in reading aloud the highlighted portion of Scripture 
and consider committing this passage to memory in the week ahead. 

1[Jesus said:] “I am the true vine, and my Father is the vinedresser. 2Every branch of 
mine that does not bear fruit he takes away, and every branch that does bear fruit 
he prunes, that it may bear more fruit. 3Already you are clean because of the word 
that I have spoken to you. 4Abide in me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear 
fruit by itself, unless it abides in the vine, neither can you, unless you abide in me. 5I 
am the vine; you are the branches. Whoever abides in me and I in him, he it is 
that bears much fruit, for apart from me you can do nothing. 6If anyone does 
not abide in me he is thrown away like a branch and withers; and the branches are 
gathered, thrown into the fire, and burned. 7If you abide in me, and my words abide 
in you, ask whatever you wish, and it will be done for you. 8By this my Father is 
glorified, that you bear much fruit and so prove to be my disciples.” 

P  The Gospel of the Lord. 
C  Praise to you, O Christ. 
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Sermon “Staying Connected” 

Prayers of the People 
P Rejoicing with all the witnesses of the resurrection, let us pray in confidence for 

the church, the world, and all who are in need. 

Special prayer requests are announced followed by a brief silence for private prayer. 
During the season of Easter each petition ends with the phrase:  “Hear us, O God.” 

Please respond by saying: “Your mercy is great.” 
The prayers end with the words: 

P In resurrection hope we commend to you all for whom we pray, trusting in the 
promise of new life; through Jesus Christ, our risen Savior. 

C Amen. 

Announcements 

Rite of Confirmation 

Jennifer Hills, Director of Youth and Christian Education, presents the Confirmands to 
the Congregational President with these words: "These people have been instructed in 
the Christian faith and desire to make public affirmation of their Baptism and to 
identify themselves with the life and mission of this Christian community." 

Confirmands stand 
The Congregational President, Elisabeth Auld, addresses the Pastor: “I present to you 
these candidates for the Rite of Confirmation.” 

Confirmands and their parents proceed to the altar 
P Brothers in Christ, in Holy Baptism our Lord Jesus Christ received you and made 

you members of his Church.  In the community of God's people, you have 
learned from God's Word his loving purpose for you and all creation.  You have 
been called to be witnesses of the Gospel of Jesus Christ.  Now, therefore, I ask 
you to profess your faith in Christ Jesus, reject sin, and confess the faith of the 
Church, the faith in which we are baptized. 
Do you renounce all the forces of evil, the devil, and all his empty promises? 

R I do. 
P Do you believe in God the Father? 
C I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
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P Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God? 
C I believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord.  He was conceived by the 

power of the Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary.  He suffered under 
Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.  He descended into hell.  
On the third day He rose again.  He ascended into heaven, and is seated at 
the right hand of the Father.  He will come again to judge the living and the 
dead. 

P Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit? 
C I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of 

saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 
everlasting. Amen. 

P You have made public profession of your faith.  Do you intend to continue in the 
covenant God made with you in holy Baptism: to live among God's faithful 
people, to hear his Word and to share in his Supper, to proclaim the good news 
of God in Christ through word and deed, to serve all people, following the 
example of our Lord Jesus Christ, and to strive for justice and peace in all the 
earth? 

R I do, and I ask God to help and guide me. 

Parental Affirmation (spoken to parents of Confirmands) 
P Each of these candidates for Confirmation represents a life that God has 

entrusted to your care.  You brought them into a living relationship with God in 
Jesus Christ through the waters of holy Baptism.  By your words and actions you 
have nurtured them and brought them to this the day of their Confirmation.  In 
this, you are to be commended for your faithful exercise of God’s stewardship of 
love.  On this day of your son’s Confirmation, both as a witness to them and as 
an assurance to this body of believers, I now ask you: 
Will you continue in your role as primary care givers to your children by loving 
and supporting them as you are able, by modeling for them the importance of 
faith in your life, by encouraging their participation in the worship, continued 
learning and total ministry of this congregation, by praying for them and by 
helping them see and interpret their total life as ministry? 

Parents:  We will, and we ask God to help us. 
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Congregational Affirmation (spoken to the congregation – please rise) 
P Will you, the members of this fellowship of believers, demonstrate for these 

Confirmands by your words and deeds the importance of growth and 
development in God’s grace?  Will you model for them lives of loving and 
dedicated service through worship, care and support of the life and ministry of 
this congregation?  Will you share with them the tasks of ministry within this 
community of faith? 

C Yes, and we ask God to help us. 
P May our risen Lord Jesus Christ bless your affirmations, and may He bring these 

promises to fruition.  Let us pray: 
Gracious Lord, through water and the Spirit, you have made these young people 
your own sons and daughters.  You have forgiven their sins and brought them to 
newness of life.  Continue to strengthen them with your Holy Spirit, and daily 
increase in them your gifts of grace:  the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the 
spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord, the 
spirit of joy in your presence; through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord. 

C Amen. 

As each young person is confirmed, his or her parents participate in the laying-on of 
hands, thus indicating visibly that the parental role is ongoing in the life of each 
Confirmand.  St. John’s Confirmation Class of 2021 includes: 

Mychal 
Benjamin 

Presentation of Confirmands’ Gift 
St. John’s Confirmation Class of 2021 presents their gift to the congregation.  
Representing the congregation is our President, Elisabeth Auld, who accepts this gift on 
the congregation’s behalf. 

SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT 

Great Thanksgiving 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
P Lift up your hearts. 
C We lift them up to the Lord. 
P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
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P It is indeed right and salutary that we should at all times and in all places offer 
thanks and praise to you, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and ever-living God.  But 
chiefly are we bound to praise you for the glorious resurrection of our Lord; for 
he is the true Passover Lamb who gave himself to take away our sin, who by his 
death has destroyed death, and by his rising has brought us to eternal life.  And 
so with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses of the resurrection, with 
earth and sea and all their creatures, and with angels and archangels, cherubim 
and seraphim, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

Sanctus Isaiah 6:3; Matthew 21:9 
C Holy, holy, holy, Lord, 
 Lord God of pow’r and might: Heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
 Hosanna in the highest.  
 Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord. 

 Hosanna in the highest. 

Prayer of Thanksgiving 
P Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy on those 

whom You created and sent Your only-begotten Son into our flesh to bear our 
sin and be our Savior. With repentant joy we receive the salvation accomplished 
for us by the all-availing sacrifice of His body and His blood on the cross. 
Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg You, O Lord, to 
forgive, renew, and strengthen us with Your Word and Spirit. Grant us faithfully 
to eat His body and drink His blood as He bids us do in His own testament.  
Gather us together, we pray, from the ends of the earth to celebrate with all the 
faithful the marriage feast of the Lamb in His kingdom, which has no end.  
Graciously receive our prayers; deliver and preserve us. To You alone, O Father, 
be all glory, honor, and worship, with the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and forever. 

C Amen. 

The Words of Our Lord 
P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when 

He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; 
this is My T body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 
In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given 
thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new 
testament in My T blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This 
do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 
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 As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death 
until He comes. 

C Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 
P O Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, in giving us Your body and blood to 

eat and to drink, You lead us to remember and confess Your holy cross and 
passion, Your blessed death, Your rest in the tomb, Your resurrection from the 
dead, Your ascension into heaven, and Your coming for the final judgment. So 
remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 

Lord's Prayer 
C Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom 

come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our 
daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who 
trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and 
ever.  Amen. 

Pax Domini 
P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C Amen. 

Agnus Dei John 1:29 
C Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; 
 have mercy on us. 
 Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world;  
 have mercy on us. 
 Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; 
 grant us peace, grant us peace.  

Distribution 
Lutheran Christians believe and teach that in the Sacrament of the Altar, Christ’s body 
and blood are given to those who receive the bread and wine.  With the bread and 
wine, the gifts of His body and blood are given to Christ’s people for forgiveness of 
sins, strength for our journey of faith, and a foretaste of the heavenly banquet.  All 
who have been baptized into Christ's death and resurrection, and who trust His words 
that these gifts are given and shed for you for the forgiveness of sins, are invited to 
receive the Eucharist. 
Please follow the direction of the ushers to come to the Lord’s Table.  The bread will 
be distributed first.  Gluten-free wafers are available for those who may need these. 
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Please indicate this to the pastor at the distribution.  The wine is then received by 
individual glasses only.  Non-alcoholic grape juice is available for those who for 
medical or recovery purposes must abstain from alcohol. 
Children who do not receive the Sacrament are invited to come forward and receive 
a blessing.  Please cross arms over chest so the pastor and lay assistant are able to 
distinguish children who do commune from those who do not yet receive the 
Sacrament. 
For additional self-preparation to receive the Sacrament, please see “Christian 
Questions with Their Answers” beginning on page 1351 in the pew Bible. 

Distribution Music 
 “Children of the Heavenly Father” 
 “This Little Light of Mine” 
 “God Loves Me Dearly” 
 “God Is So Good” (settings by Sandra Eithun) 

Dismissal 

Post-Communion Collect 
L Let us pray: 

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this 
salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us 
through the same in faith toward You and fervent love toward one another; 
through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

Blessing 
P The Lord bless you and keep you. 
 The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
 The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 
C Amen. 

Sending 
L Go in Peace. Serve the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 

Postlude “In Thee Is Gladness” (setting by Mark Knickelbein) 

Our Ministry Of Worship 
Officiant/Preacher Pastor Meehan 
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Lay Assistant Mike Nordvall 
Director of Music Susan Gobien 
Acolyte Giulianna Vazquez 
Ushers Fred Esposito 
 Barbara Pate 
Altar Care Cathy Long 
Arrival & Check-In Tish Nordvall 
AV Operator Mark Gilbertson 
Sanctuary Cleaning Team Barbara Pate 

T   T   T 
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Please visit our website at www.sjlc.com for devotional readings for use in the week 
ahead or to learn more about our life together as a congregation. 

St. John's Lutheran Church · 5952 Franconia Road · Alexandria, VA 22310 
703-971-2210 

http://www.sjlc.com/

