
The Festival of Pentecost 
May 23, 2021 – 9:30 a.m. 
Worship with Holy Communion 

Welcome!  Today the Church celebrates the outpouring of the Holy Spirit.  The 
festival derives its name from the Jewish festival of Pentecost, observed fifty days 
after Passover. On the fiftieth day of Easter we celebrate the Holy Spirit as the power 
of God among us that heals, forgives, inspires, and unites. In the reading from Acts, 
images of wind and fire describe the Spirit poured out on disciples of all nations. In 
the one Spirit we are baptized into one body, and at the Lord's table the Spirit unites 
us for witness in the world.  

T     T     T 

Prayer before Worship 
Come, Holy Spirit, and breathe new life into your people. Open our hearts and minds 
to your life-giving presence and power. Speak to us through your holy Word and feed 
us through your holy Supper in this time of worship. Through these gifts, renew and 
strengthen us to be the people of God, serving others in Jesus’ Name. Amen. 

Prelude Komm, heiliger Geist, Herre Gott, Andreas Armsdorf 
 Come Down, O Love Divine, settings by Charles Callahan and Raymond H. Haan 

Ringing of the Bells 

Welcome 
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CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 
P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 

P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 
C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins 

and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
Silence for reflection on God's Word and for self-examination. 

P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 
C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We 

have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done 
and by what we have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole 
heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your 
present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have 
mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in 
Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen. 

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake 
forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His 
authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of 
the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
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SERVICE OF THE WORD 

Opening Hymn “O Holy Spirit, Enter In” 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Tune and text: Public domain 
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Greeting 
P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 

Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C And also with you. 

Salutation and Collect of the Day 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
P Let us pray: 

O God, on this day You once taught the hearts of Your faithful people by sending 
them the light of Your Holy Spirit. Grant us in our day by the same Spirit to have 
a right understanding in all things and evermore to rejoice in His holy 
consolation; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with 
You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

First Reading Ezekiel 37:1-14 
[1] The hand of the LORD was upon me, and he brought me out in the Spirit of the 
LORD and set me down in the middle of the valley; it was full of bones. [2] And he 
led me around among them, and behold, there were very many on the surface of 
the valley, and behold, they were very dry. [3] And he said to me, “Son of man, can 
these bones live?” And I answered, “O Lord GOD, you know.” [4] Then he said to me, 
“Prophesy over these bones, and say to them, O dry bones, hear the word of the 
LORD. [5] Thus says the Lord GOD to these bones: Behold, I will cause breath to 
enter you, and you shall live. [6] And I will lay sinews upon you, and will cause flesh 
to come upon you, and cover you with skin, and put breath in you, and you shall 
live, and you shall know that I am the LORD.” 
[7] So I prophesied as I was commanded. And as I prophesied, there was a sound, 
and behold, a rattling, and the bones came together, bone to its bone. [8] And I 
looked, and behold, there were sinews on them, and flesh had come upon them, 
and skin had covered them. But there was no breath in them. [9] Then he said to me, 
“Prophesy to the breath; prophesy, son of man, and say to the breath, Thus says the 
Lord GOD: Come from the four winds, O breath, and breathe on these slain, that 
they may live.” [10] So I prophesied as he commanded me, and the breath came into 
them, and they lived and stood on their feet, an exceedingly great army. 
[11] Then he said to me, “Son of man, these bones are the whole house of Israel. 
Behold, they say, ‘Our bones are dried up, and our hope is lost; we are indeed cut 
off.’ [12] Therefore prophesy, and say to them, Thus says the Lord GOD: Behold, I will 
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open your graves and raise you from your graves, O my people. And I will bring you 
into the land of Israel. [13] And you shall know that I am the LORD, when I open your 
graves, and raise you from your graves, O my people. [14] And I will put my Spirit 
within you, and you shall live, and I will place you in your own land. Then you shall 
know that I am the LORD; I have spoken, and I will do it, declares the LORD.” 

L  This is the Word of the Lord. 
C  Thanks be to God. 

Psalmody “When You Send Forth Your Spirit” (Ray Makeever) 
 The Adult Choir 
 Congregation and Choir sing the refrain 

 
(stanzas on the next page) 
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“The Day of Pentecost” A Dramatic Reading” (Hal. H. Hopson) 
 The Adult Choir and Handbell Ringers 

Come, O Creator Spirit come, and make within our hearts your home; 
To us your grace celestial give, who of your breathing move and live. 

Epistle Acts 2:1-17 
[1] When the day of Pentecost arrived, they were all together in one place. [2] And 
suddenly there came from heaven a sound like a mighty rushing wind, and it filled 
the entire house where they were sitting. [3] And divided tongues as of fire appeared 
to them and rested on each one of them. [4] And they were all filled with the Holy 
Spirit and began to speak in other tongues as the Spirit gave them utterance. [5] 
Now there were dwelling in Jerusalem Jews, devout men from every nation under 
heaven. [6] And at this sound the multitude came together, and they were 
bewildered, because each one was hearing them speak in his own language. [7] And 
they were amazed and astonished, saying, “Are not all these who are speaking 
Galileans? [8] And how is it that we hear, each of us in his own native language? [9] 
Parthians and Medes and Elamites and residents of Mesopotamia, Judea and 
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Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, [10] Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of 
Libya belonging to Cyrene, and visitors from Rome, [11] both Jews and proselytes, 
Cretans and Arabians—we hear them telling in our own tongues the mighty works 
of God.” [12] And all were amazed and perplexed, saying to one another, “What does 
this mean?” [13] But others mocking said, “They are filled with new wine.” 
[14] But Peter, standing with the eleven, lifted up his voice and addressed them: 
“Men of Judea and all who dwell in Jerusalem, let this be known to you, and give 
ear to my words. [15] For these people are not drunk, as you suppose, since it is only 
the third hour of the day. [16] But this is what was uttered through the prophet Joel: 
[17] “‘And in the last days it shall be, God declares, that I will pour out my Spirit on all 
flesh, and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, and your young men shall 
see visions, and your old men shall dream dreams. 

Come, O Creator Spirit come, and make within our hearts your home; 
To us your grace celestial give, who of your breathing move and live. Amen. 

L  This is the Word of the Lord. 
C  Thanks be to God. 

Alleluia and Verse (spoken together) 
Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go? 
You have the words of eternal life. 
Alleluia, alleluia. 

Holy Gospel John 15:26-27, 16:4b-15 
P  The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the fifteenth and sixteenth chapters. 

C  Glory to you, O Lord. 

Please join in reading aloud the highlighted portion of Scripture 
and consider committing this passage to memory in the week ahead. 

[26] “But when the Helper comes, whom I will send to you from the Father, the Spirit 
of truth, who proceeds from the Father, he will bear witness about me. [27] And you 
also will bear witness, because you have been with me from the beginning. 
[4b] “I did not say these things to you from the beginning, because I was with you. [5] 
But now I am going to him who sent me, and none of you asks me, ‘Where are you 
going?’ [6] But because I have said these things to you, sorrow has filled your heart. 
[7] Nevertheless, I tell you the truth: it is to your advantage that I go away, for if I do 
not go away, the Helper will not come to you. But if I go, I will send him to you. [8] 
And when he comes, he will convict the world concerning sin and righteousness 
and judgment: [9] concerning sin, because they do not believe in me; [10] concerning 
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righteousness, because I go to the Father, and you will see me no longer; [11] 
concerning judgment, because the ruler of this world is judged. [12] “I still have many 
things to say to you, but you cannot bear them now. [13] When the Spirit of truth 
comes, he will guide you into all the truth, for he will not speak on his own 
authority, but whatever he hears he will speak, and he will declare to you the 
things that are to come. [14] He will glorify me, for he will take what is mine and 
declare it to you. [15] All that the Father has is mine; therefore I said that he will take 
what is mine and declare it to you. 

P  This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C  Praise to you, O Christ. 

Sermon “Our Advocate” 

Profession of Faith Luther’s Explanation of the Third Article of the Creed 
I believe that I cannot by my own reason or strength believe in Jesus Christ, 
my Lord, or come to Him; but the Holy Spirit has called me by the Gospel, 
enlightened me with His gifts, sanctified and kept me in the one true faith. 

In the same way He calls, gathers, enlightens and sanctifies the whole Christian 
Church on earth, and keeps it with Jesus Christ in the one true faith. 

In this Christian Church He daily and richly forgives all my sins and the sins of 
all believers. On the Last Day He will raise me and all the dead, and give eternal 
life to me and all believers in Christ.  This is most certainly true.  Amen. 

Prayer of the Church 
P Rejoicing in the gift of the Holy Spirit, we lift up to God all those in need in the 

church and throughout the world. 

Special prayer requests are announced followed by a brief silence for private prayer. 
Each petition ends with the phrase:  “Hear us, O God.” 

Please respond by saying: “Your mercy is great.” 
The prayers end with the words: 

P Into your hands, O God, we commend ourselves and all for whom we pray, 
trusting in your abundant mercy, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

C Amen. 
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Following the prayers, the people may greet one another in the name of the Lord, 
saying, 

“Peace be with you,” as a sign of reconciliation and of the unity of the Spirit in the 
bond 

of peace (Matt. 5:22–24; Eph. 4:1–3). 

Announcements 

Offertory Prayer 
L Let us pray: Blessed are you, 
C O Lord our God, maker of all things. Through your goodness you have 

blessed us with these gifts. With them we offer ourselves to your service 
and dedicate our lives to the care and redemption of all that you have made, 
for the sake of him who gave himself for us, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT 

Preface 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
P Lift up your hearts. 
C We lift them to the Lord. 
P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C It is right to give him thanks and praise. 
P It is indeed right and salutary that we should at all times and in all places offer 

thanks and praise to you, O Lord, holy Father, through Christ our Lord; who rose 
beyond the bounds of death and, on this day, as he had promised, poured out 
your Spirit of life and power upon the chosen disciples.  At this the whole earth 
exults in boundless joy.  And so, with the Church on earth and the hosts of 
heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

Sanctus Isaiah 6:3; Matthew 21:9 
C Holy, holy, holy, Lord, 
 Lord God of pow’r and might: Heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
 Hosanna in the highest.  
 Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord. 

 Hosanna in the highest. 
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Prayer of Thanksgiving 
P Holy God, Breath of life and Fire of love: with a mighty wind you brought creation 

into being, and by a pillar of fire you led your people into freedom. 
C We praise you for the gift of your Son, who poured out your Spirit on his 

disciples of every race and nation. 
P In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave 

thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: “Take and eat; this is my 
body, given for you.  Do this for the remembrance of me.” 

 Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, 
saying: “This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people 
for the forgiveness of sin.  Do this for the remembrance of me.” 

C Remembering his death, resurrection, and the sending of the holy and life-
giving Spirit, we await his coming again to renew the face of the earth. 

P Send now your Holy Spirit upon us and upon this meal: anoint us with your gifts 
of faith, hope, and love, that, with thankful hearts, we may be witnesses to your 
Son. 

C Through him all glory and honor is yours, Almighty Father, with the Holy 
Spirit, in your holy Church, both now and forever.  Amen. 

P O Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, in giving us Your body and blood to 
eat and to drink, You lead us to remember and confess Your holy cross and 
passion, Your blessed death, Your rest in the tomb, Your resurrection from the 
dead, Your ascension into heaven, and Your coming for the final judgment. 

C Amen. 

Lord's Prayer 
As we pray the Lord’s Prayer on this celebration of Pentecost, members and friends of 

our 
community of faith are encouraged to pray it aloud in their native language. 

P  Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 
C Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the 
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 

Pax Domini 
P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C Amen. 
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Agnus Dei John 1:29 
C Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; 
 have mercy on us. 
 Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world;  
 have mercy on us. 
 Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; 
 grant us peace, grant us peace.  

Distribution 
Lutheran Christians believe and teach that in the Sacrament of the Altar, Christ’s body 
and blood are given to those who receive the bread and wine.  With the bread and 
wine, the gifts of His body and blood are given to Christ’s people for forgiveness of 
sins, strength for our journey of faith, and a foretaste of the heavenly banquet.  All 
who have been baptized into Christ's death and resurrection, and who trust His words 
that these gifts are given and shed for you for the forgiveness of sins, are invited to 
receive the Eucharist. 
Please follow the direction of the ushers to come to the Lord’s Table.  The bread will 
be distributed first.  Gluten-free wafers are available for those who may need these. 
Please indicate this to the pastor at the distribution.  The wine is then received by 
individual glasses only.  Non-alcoholic grape juice is available for those who for 
medical or recovery purposes must abstain from alcohol. 
Children who do not receive the Sacrament are invited to come forward and receive 
a blessing.  Please cross arms over chest so the pastor and lay assistant are able to 
distinguish children who do commune from those who do not yet receive the 
Sacrament. 
For additional self-preparation to receive the Sacrament, please see “Christian 
Questions with Their Answers” beginning on page 1351 in the pew Bible. 

Distribution Music 
“Sanna, Sannanina” (Traditional South African song, Sanna means “hosanna”) 
 The Adult Choir 
“Every Time I Feel the Spirit” (setting by John Carter) 
“What Is This Bread” (setting by Valerie A. Floeter) 
“Spirit of God, Descend Upon My Heart” (setting by Mark Hayes) 

Dismissal  
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Post-Communion Collect 
L Let us pray: 

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this 
salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us 
through the same in faith toward You and fervent love toward one another; 
through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

Benediction 
P The Lord bless you and keep you.  The Lord make His face shine on you and be 

gracious to you.  The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 
C Amen. 

Sending 
L Go in the peace of the Holy Spirit! 
C Thanks be to God. 
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Sending Hymn “Gracious Spirit, Heed Our Pleading” (WOV 687) 

 
(refrain on the next page) 
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Postlude “Come, Oh, Come, O Quickening Spirit” (setting by Hans Klotz) 
T     T     T 
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Our Ministry Of Worship 
Officiant/Preacher Pastor Meehan 
Lay Assistant P.J. Baunach 
Director of Music Susan Gobien 
Usher Barbra Pate 
Altar Care Cathy Long 
Arrival & Check-In Sarah Finger 
Narthex Guide Patte Crampton 
AV Operator Greg Auld 
 Matt Herron 
Sanctuary Cleaning Team Barbara Pate 

T   T   T 

Dramatic Readers 
Narrator P.J. Baunach 
First Reader Brian Hoins 
Second Reader Eve Waring 
Peter Patrick Reimnitz  
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Please visit our website at www.sjlc.com for devotional readings for use in the week 
ahead or to learn more about our life together as a congregation. 

St. John's Lutheran Church · 5952 Franconia Road · Alexandria, VA 22310 
703-971-2210 

http://www.sjlc.com/

