
June 16, 2021

Your Midweek Update
Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ!
 
From the smallest of seeds can grow the largest of plants – that’s what we heard about in
Jesus’ parables of the growing seed and the mustard seed in the Gospel lesson in worship
this past Sunday (Mark 4:26-34 ESV).

So it is with the kingdom of God that comes to us in seemingly small things: water poured
over our heads; the Word that is read, taught, shared, and preached; bread and wine that
we receive and consume. Through these gifts of Word and Sacrament, the seed of faith is
planted and nurtured in our lives – faith that can move mountains! This is what we heard in
the sermon on Sunday.

In this summer season in which there are growing plants all around us, let us tend to the
growth of that seed of faith in each of our lives. In so doing, we will become like the person
spoken of in Psalm 1 which we read together in worship on Sunday. By the grace of God in
Jesus, we will be “like a tree planted by streams of water that yields its fruit in its season,
and its leaf does not wither” (Psalm 1 ESV). 

Pastor Meehan

From the Pastor's Desk - June 2021
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Lifting COVID Protocols at Church
 
As reported at the June 6 virtual congregational voters meeting , we are
discontinuing nearly all of our current COVID protocols at St. John’s. This is based on
updated guidelines from the Centers for Disease Control (CDC) and our Governor, and is in
step with sister congregations within our area of Northern Virginia. So what does this
mean?
 

Social distancing will no longer be required,  but we will continue to ask that you
respect the personal space of others. Greet one another with a wave or bow, and
leave some distance between yourself and other worshippers as the pews allow.
Seating in the pews will no longer be limited to every other pew. 
Registration for worship services will no longer be required. There will no longer
be a check-in table in the Narthex as you arrive for worship services, and worshipers
may go directly into the Sanctuary.
Those who have been fully vaccinated are no longer required to wear a
mask during worship. Consistent with CDC guidelines, if you have not received a
vaccine, continue to wear a mask (including unvaccinated children ages 2-12 and
older). 
Cleaning of the Sanctuary will now be done by our custodial team during the week
vs. individuals doing this immediately after worship services. A very big THANK YOU
to Barbara Pate and all those who have faithfully served in cleaning and disinfecting
the Sanctuary for the past year!
Distribution of Holy Communion will continue as we have been doing this
over the past year, from the floor vs. at the altar. This enables people with
disabilities to receive the Sacrament along with everyone else, as well as reducing
the overall time of distribution. We will not be offering the common cup/chalice at
this time, but will continue with individual cups only.
Wednesday Noon Holy Communion will continue throughout the summer, but
will be discontinued after Labor Day. Until then, please continue to register for Holy
Communion so we know how many to plan for each week.
Live streaming of worship services will continue each Sunday morning with the
9:30AM service. Thank you to our AV Operators who do a great job each week,
enabling online worshipers to join in-person worshipers. Online worshipers can
continue to join us either on Facebook Live or YouTube for viewing live services as
well as those previously recorded. Click here and scroll down for the worship
bulletins. 
Groups using space at Church are now being handled through Janet Gillis, St.
John’s Church Administrator. Requests for rooms and space below 50 will go
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through the normal church office request process. Requests for group gatherings
above 50 need prior approval and must go through the church office. Maximum
gatherings in the Fellowship Hall will be 75 until September 1, 2021.
Plans for post-Labor Day include the following: reopening the Fellowship Hall for
the Sunday morning Education Hour; reopening classrooms for education and
meetings; routing requests for rooms and space below 100 through the normal
church office request process; require prior approval for requests for gatherings
above 100 and must go through the church office; approve use of the kitchen for
food preparation, serving and consumption of food; and reimplement the coffee
service for Sunday morning. 
The safety and well-being of everyone remains our top priority in all of this. If
needs dictate any change in these plans, we will certainly make this known to the
members of St. John’s as soon as possible. 

 
A debt of gratitude is owed to St. John’s Reopening Team who have done yeoman’s work
over the past year to guide our congregation forward. Thank you to Greg Miller
(chairperson), Patte Crampton, Rachel Dancy, Andrew Ehlers, and Judy Weikart.

We thank you for your patience and understanding and for your continued commitment
to walk together as a family of faith through all of these steps and changes.
 
In Christ’s peace,
The Leadership Team of St. John’s, Church Council, and Staff

A Thank You from Laura Varner

Thank you, members of St. John’s, for the beautiful flowers you gave me on my moving
day, June 9. They added the finishing touch to getting to see my furniture again. You
remain always thoughtful and kind. Keep up your good deeds.

Guest Preacher on Sunday, June 20
 
We welcome Vicar Daniel Hoang as our guest preacher and officiant on Sunday, June 20
for the 9:30AM worship service. Pastor Meehan will be away on vacation and Vicar
Daniel, who was at St. John’s back in March, will preach and lead worship. Vicar Daniel is
going through the colloquy process for ordination into the Office of the Holy Ministry.

In the event of a pastoral emergency while Pastor Meehan is away from June 18-25, Pastor
Mark Boriack from Prince of Peace Lutheran Church in Springfield may be called upon. His
phone number is 571-228-2671 and email is mark.boriack@verizon.net.

mailto:mark.boriack@verizon.net


LCMS Missionaries Visiting St. John's Next Sunday, June 20

We welcome to St. John’s LCMS Missionaries Matt and Dee Dee Wasmund and daughters
Lily and Olivia! They serve as missionaries in Seoul, South Korea, and will be visiting our
congregation next Sunday, June 20 for the 9:30AM worship service. 

It is our privilege as a congregation to help sponsor and support the Wasmunds in their
missionary work overseas; they will bring greetings to us at the time of the
announcements in worship next Sunday. Originally, they were due to return home last
summer, but because of COVID-19, that trip was delayed until this summer.

We pray the Lord’s rich blessing upon the Wasmunds as they visit different
sponsoring congregations over the summer and look forward to having them among us
next Sunday. Learn more about them at Matt and Dee Dee Wasmund - The Lutheran
Church—Missouri Synod.

https://www.lcms.org/wasmund


Outdoor Worship Service on Saturday, June 26
 
Please join us for an outdoor worship service to be held on  Saturday, June 26 at
5:00PM. Holy Communion will be celebrated at this service.
 
Please bring your own chairs from home and join us in the lower parking lot near the fire
pit. This will be a casual and informal time of worship and you are welcome to bring friends
with you. With the easing of COVID restrictions and because this is an outdoor worship
service, mask wearing is no longer mandated for those who have been fully vaccinated. 

National Right to Life Convention

A detailed agenda for the June 25/26 National Right to Life Convention has been posted
at https://nrlconvention.com/schedules

With dozens of workshops and general sessions the Convention will address the full scope
of right-to-life issues covering religious and ethical considerations along with scientific and
medical perspectives as well as political and cultural viewpoints. It is sure to provide
interesting and lively discussion of many timely and important topics.

National Right to Life is the nation's oldest and largest grassroots pro-life organization.
Their 50th Annual Convention will be held on June 25 and 26 at the Hilton Washington
Dulles Hotel in Herndon, Virginia. Further details and registration are available on
the convention website or contact Dennis Kruse, 703-232-6667. Early registration ends on
June 21.
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Volunteer For This Summer's VBS

This summer’s VBS will be a Five-week (July 11 - August 8) Intergenerational experience
on Sunday mornings (9:30AM – 12:00PM). People of all ages are invited to join us! Each
week we will begin our VBS adventure with worship at 9:30AM. In our worship service
you’ll hear our Bible story and a special message for children that will encapsulate our
main theme for the day. After worship you are invited to bring your own snack or lunch
and eat here on campus. Following snack\lunch we will offer games and craft rotation.
That’s where you come in!

We are looking for families, pairs, or teams to lead either the craft or game rotation each
week. When you sign up to lead a rotation you will receive the leader guide, supply list,
and information to equip you to lead your rotation. All supplies will be purchased or
acquired for you and be here onsite for you to lead! We are still working on details
regarding the actual VBS experience. So much is dependent on COVID guidelines, weather,
and registration numbers.

Click here to sign up to lead a VBS craft or game rotation.

This is a VBS experience for everyone! Minors must be accompanied by an adult. This is
not a drop and go VBS experience. Check out our church website for more information.

Please speak with DCE Jennifer Hills if you have any questions or need help deciding which
week would be a good one for you to lead!
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Volunteer Needed to Deliver our Donations to Koinonia
 
We are seeking a volunteer to deliver our monthly Share Sunday donations to Koinonia.
Once we have a volunteer to do this, we will be able to resume dropping our donations off
at St. John's on Share Sunday. The donated items need to be taken to Koinonia during
their regular office hours; Koinonia is located only a couple of blocks away from St. John's.
 
If you are interested in serving in this position, please contact Church Administrator Janet
Gillis, 703-971-2210, for more information.

St. John’s Early Childhood Education Center
(ECEC) is Hiring for the Summer!

The ECEC is currently seeking help for their summer program
(June 14 to August 19). One full-time person or two part-time
people—perfect for a college student or a graduating high
schooler! 
 
The individual(s) will serve as floaters, helping in each

classroom as needed. ECEC children range in age from 2-5 years. Business hours are 7AM-
5:30PM, Monday-Friday. Applicants must be age 18 or older, have reliable transportation,
and a minimum of a high school diploma is preferred.
 
If you, or anyone you know, may be interested, click here for more information.

Important Links

Registration for Holy Communion held on Wednesdays at noon.
Facebook Live for viewing live services or educational opportunities as well as those
previously recorded.
YouTube for viewing church services
Click here and scroll down for the bulletins

www.sjlc.com | 703-971-2210

-STAY CONNECTED-
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