
The Eighth Sunday after Pentecost 
Sunday, July 18, 2021 – 9:30 a.m.  
With One Voice, Holy Communion, Setting Five 
 
Vacation Bible School – God’s Wonder Lab 
Jesus Walks on Water 

Prayer before worship: 
Almighty God, you pour out on all who desire it the spirit of grace and supplication. 
Deliver us, as we come into your presence, from cold hearts and wandering 
thoughts, that with steady minds and burning zeal we may worship you in spirit and 
in truth; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

T  T  T 

Pre-Service Music Chorale Prelude on “Christe Sanctorum” 
 (Richard C. Baker) 

Ringing of the Bells 

Welcome 

Brief Order for Confession & Forgiveness 
P In the name of the Father, and of the T Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 

P Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom 
no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your 
Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy 
name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C Amen. 
P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.  But if 

we confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins and 
cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 

Kneel or be seated, as able 
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P Most merciful God, 
C we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves.  We 

have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have 
done and by what we have left undone.  We have not loved you with our 
whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  For the sake 
of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.  Forgive us, renew us, and 
lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the 
glory of your holy name.  Amen. 

P Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for us and, for his sake, 
forgives us all our sins.  As a called and ordained minister of the Church of 
Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of 
all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the T Son, and of the Holy 
Spirit. 

C Amen. 

Service of the Word 

Opening Hymn “Eternal Father, Strong to Save” (LSB 717, sts. 1, 2 (original) & 4) 

 

 

 

 
Tune and text: Public domain 
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Greeting 
P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 

Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C And also with you. 

Prayer of the Day 
P Let us pray: 
 O Lord, like Peter, we too doubt Jesus’ words. Thanks be to God that despite 

our failure to trust, despite our doubt, Jesus never abandons us. He is the Son 
of God and reigns and rules over all creation, even the wind and the waves. 
Jesus, You do impossible, marvelous things!  Thank You for always being with 
us. Help us to trust in You. In Your name we pray. 

C Amen. 

God’s Wonder Lab: Children’s Message 

Psalmody (spoken responsively) Psalm 124 
L  If it had not been the LORD who was on our side— 
 let Israel now say— 
C  if it had not been the LORD who was on our side 
 when people rose up against us, 
L  then they would have swallowed us up alive, 
 when their anger was kindled against us; 
C  then the flood would have swept us away, 
 the torrent would have gone over us; 
L  then over us would have gone 
 the raging waters. 
C Blessèd be the LORD, 
 who has not given us 
 as prey to their teeth! 
L  We have escaped like a bird 
 from the snare of the fowlers; 
 the snare is broken, 
 and we have escaped! 
C  Our help is in the name of the LORD, 
 who made heaven and earth. 
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P  The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the fourteenth chapter. 
C  Glory to you, O Lord. 

Holy Gospel Matthew 14:22-33 
22Immediately [Jesus] made the disciples get into the boat and go before him to the 
other side, while he dismissed the crowds. 23And after he had dismissed the crowds, 
he went up on the mountain by himself to pray. When evening came, he was there 
alone, 24but the boat by this time was a long way from the land, beaten by the 
waves, for the wind was against them. 25And in the fourth watch of the night he 
came to them, walking on the sea. 26But when the disciples saw him walking on the 
sea, they were terrified, and said, “It is a ghost!” and they cried out in fear. 27But 
immediately Jesus spoke to them, saying, “Take heart; it is I. Do not be afraid.” 
28And Peter answered him, “Lord, if it is you, command me to come to you on the 
water.” 29He said, “Come.” So Peter got out of the boat and walked on the water 
and came to Jesus. 30But when he saw the wind, he was afraid, and beginning to 
sink he cried out, “Lord, save me.” 31Jesus immediately reached out his hand and 
took hold of him, saying to him, “O you of little faith, why did you doubt?” 32And 
when they got into the boat, the wind ceased. 33And those in the boat worshiped 
him, saying, “Truly you are the Son of God.” 

P  The Gospel of the Lord. 
C Praise to you, O Christ. 

Sermon “Jesus Walks on Water” 

Sermon Hymn “Earth and All Stars” (LSB 817, sts. 2 & 7) 
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Tune and text: © 1968 Augsburg Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005318 

Profession of Faith The Nicene Creed 
We believe in one God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of 

all that is, seen and unseen. 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally 

begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from 
true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father.  Through him 
all things were made.  For us and for our salvation he came down from 
heaven; by the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the 
Virgin Mary, and was made man.  For our sake he was crucified under 
Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried.  On the third day he rose 
again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is 
seated at the right hand of the Father.  He will come again in glory to 
judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from 
the Father and the Son.  With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and 
glorified. He has spoken through the prophets.  We believe in one holy 
catholic and apostolic Church.  We acknowledge one Baptism for the 
forgiveness of sins.  We look for the resurrection of the dead, T and the 
life of the world to come.  Amen. 

Prayers of the People 
P Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, and for all people 

according to their needs. 

Special prayer requests are announced followed by a brief silence for private prayer. 
During the season after Pentecost each petition ends with the phrase:  “Lord in your 

mercy.” 
Please respond by saying: “Hear our prayer.” 
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The prayers end with the words: 

P Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your 
mercy; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C Amen. 

Following the prayers, the people may greet one another in the name of the Lord, 
saying, 

“Peace be with you,” as a sign of reconciliation and of the unity of the Spirit in 
the 

bond of peace (Matt. 5:22–24; Eph. 4:1–3). 

Announcements 

Offertory Prayer 
L Merciful God, 
C we offer with joy and thanksgiving what you have first given us – our 

selves, our time, and our possessions, signs of your gracious love.  Receive 
them for the sake of him who offered himself for us, Jesus Christ our Lord.  
Amen. 

Service of the Sacrament 

Great Thanksgiving 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
P Lift up your hearts. 
C We lift them up to the Lord. 
P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 

Preface 
P It is indeed right and salutary that we should at all times and in all places offer 

thanks and praise to you, O Lord, holy Father, through Christ our Lord; who on 
this day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened 
to us the way of everlasting life.  And so, with the Church on earth and the 
hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
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Sanctus Isaiah 6:3; Matthew 21:9 
C Holy, holy, holy, Lord, 
 Lord God of pow’r and might: Heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
 Hosanna in the highest.  
 Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord. 

 Hosanna in the highest. 

Words of Institution 
 P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and 

when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: 
“Take, eat; this is My T body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance 
of Me.” 

  In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given 
thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new 
testament in My T blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This 
do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

 Matthew 26:26-28; Mark 14:22-24 
 Luke 22:19-20; 1 Corinthians 11:23-25 

Lord’s Prayer 
P Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray: 
C Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily 
bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass 
against us; and  

lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the 
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 

Agnus Dei John 1:29 
C Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; 
 have mercy on us. 
 Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world;  
 have mercy on us. 
 Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; 
 grant us peace, grant us peace.  
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Distribution of Holy Communion 
Lutheran Christians believe and teach that in the Sacrament of the Altar, Christ’s 
body and blood are given to those who receive the bread and wine.  With the 
bread and wine, the gifts of His body and blood are given to Christ’s people for 
forgiveness of sins, strength for our journey of faith, and a foretaste of the heavenly 
banquet.  All who have been baptized into Christ's death and resurrection, and who 
trust His words that these gifts are given and shed for you for the forgiveness of 
sins, are invited to receive the Eucharist. 
Please follow the direction of the ushers to come to the Lord’s Table.  The bread will 
be distributed first.  Gluten-free wafers are available for those who may need 
these. Please indicate this to the pastor at the distribution.  The wine is then 
received by individual glasses only.  Non-alcoholic grape juice is available for those 
who for medical or recovery purposes must abstain from alcohol. 
Children who do not receive the Sacrament are invited to come forward and receive 
a blessing.  Please cross arms over chest so the pastor and lay assistant are able to 
distinguish children who do commune from those who do not yet receive the 
Sacrament. 
For additional self-preparation to receive the Sacrament, please see “Christian 
Questions with Their Answers” beginning on page 1351 in the pew Bible. 

Music at Distribution 
 “O Lord, We Praise Thee” (setting by Michael Burkhardt) 
 “One Thing’s Needful” (setting by Henry V. Gerike) 
 “O Living Bread of Heaven” (setting by Anne Krentz Organ) 
 “Bread of the World” (setting by Curt Oliver) 

Dismissal 

Prayer of Thanksgiving 
L Let us pray: 
 Almighty God, you provide the true bread from heaven, your Son, Jesus Christ 

our Lord. Grant that we who have received the Sacrament of his body and 
blood may abide in him and he in us, that we may be filled with the power of 
his endless life, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
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Blessing 
P God almighty, God most merciful, Father, T Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you, 

keep you, and grant you peace. 
C Amen. 

Dismissal 
L Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 

Sending Hymn “Jesus, Savior, Pilot Me” (LSB 715) 

 

 

 

 
Tune and text: Public domain 

Postlude “Prelude and Fugue in E Minor” 
 Franz Xaver Anton Murschhauser, 1663 – 1738 

T   T   T 
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Our Ministry Of Worship 
Officiant/Preacher Pastor Meehan 
Lay Assistant Tish Nordvall 
Director of Music Susan Gobien 
Usher Patte Crampton 
 Fred Esposito 
Altar Care Pat Wangeman 
AV Operator Greg Auld 
 Matt Herron 
VBS Staff 
 Games Swicord Family 
 Crafts Mike & Tish Nordvall 

T   T   T 
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Please visit our website at www.sjlc.com for devotional readings for use in the week 
ahead or to learn more about our life together as a congregation. 

St. John's Lutheran Church · 5952 Franconia Road · Alexandria, VA 22310 
703-971-2210 

http://www.sjlc.com/

