
The Twelfth Sunday after Pentecost 
Sunday, August 15, 2021 – 9:30 a.m. 
With One Voice, Holy Communion, Setting Five 
Lutheran World Relief Sunday 

Prayer before worship: 
Almighty God, you pour out on all who desire it the spirit of grace and supplication. 
Deliver us, as we come into your presence, from cold hearts and wandering 
thoughts, that with steady minds and burning zeal we may worship you in spirit and 
in truth; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

T  T  T 

Pre-Service Music “Lord, with Glowing Heart I’d Praise Thee” 
 (Raymond H. Haan) 

Ringing of the Bells 

Welcome 

Brief Order for Confession & Forgiveness 
P In the name of the Father, and of the T Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 

P Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom 
no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your 
Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy 
name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C Amen. 
P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.  But if 

we confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins and 
cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 

Kneel or be seated, as able 
P Most merciful God, 
C we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves.  We 

have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have 
done and by what we have left undone.  We have not loved you with our 
whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  For the sake 
of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.  Forgive us, renew us, and 



|  2  | 

lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the 
glory of your holy name.  Amen. 

P Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for us and, for his sake, 
forgives us all our sins.  As a called and ordained minister of the Church of 
Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of 
all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the T Son, and of the Holy 
Spirit. 

C Amen. 

Service of the Word 

Opening Hymn “O Day of Rest and Gladness” (LSB 906) 

 

 

 

 
Text (st. 3) and tune: © 1982 Charles P. Price; (st. 4): © 1985 The Church Pension Fund. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005318  Text 
(sts. 1–2) and tune: Public domain 
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Greeting 
P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 

Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C And also with you. 

Prayer of the Day 
P Let us pray: 

Almighty God, whom to know is everlasting life, grant us to know Your Son, 
Jesus, to be the way, the truth, and the life, that we may steadfastly follow His 
steps in the way that leads to life eternal; through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who 
lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

First Reading Proverbs 9:1-10 
1Wisdom has built her house; 
 she has hewn her seven pillars. 
2She has slaughtered her beasts; she has mixed her wine; 
 she has also set her table. 
3She has sent out her young women to call 
 from the highest places in the town, 
4“Whoever is simple, let him turn in here!” 
 To him who lacks sense she says, 
5“Come, eat of my bread 
 and drink of the wine I have mixed. 
6Leave your simple ways, and live, 
 and walk in the way of insight.” 
7Whoever corrects a scoffer gets himself abuse, 
 and he who reproves a wicked man incurs injury. 
8Do not reprove a scoffer, or he will hate you; 
 reprove a wise man, and he will love you. 
9Give instruction to a wise man, and he will be still wiser; 
 teach a righteous man, and he will increase in learning. 
10The fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom, 
 and the knowledge of the Holy One is insight. 

L  The Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
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Psalmody (spoken responsively) Psalm 34:12-22 
L  What man is there who desires life 
 and loves many days, that he may see good? 
C  Keep your tongue from evil 
 and your lips from speaking deceit. 
L  Turn away from evil and do good; 
 seek peace and pursue it. 
C  The eyes of the LORD are toward the righteous 
 and his ears toward their cry. 
L  The face of the LORD is against those who do evil, 
 to cut off the memory of them from the earth. 
C  When the righteous cry for help, the LORD hears 
 and delivers them out of all their troubles. 
L  The LORD is near to the brokenhearted 
 and saves the crushed in spirit. 
C  Many are the afflictions of the righteous, 
 but the LORD delivers him out of them all. 
L  He keeps all his bones; 
 not one of them is broken. 
C  Affliction will slay the wicked, 
 and those who hate the righteous will be condemned. 
L  The LORD redeems the life of his servants; 
C none of those who take refuge in him will be condemned. 

Epistle Reading Ephesians 5:6-21 
6Let no one deceive you with empty words, for because of these things the wrath of 
God comes upon the sons of disobedience. 7Therefore do not associate with 
them; 8for at one time you were darkness, but now you are light in the Lord. Walk as 
children of light 9(for the fruit of light is found in all that is good and right and 
true), 10and try to discern what is pleasing to the Lord. 11Take no part in the 
unfruitful works of darkness, but instead expose them. 12For it is shameful even to 
speak of the things that they do in secret. 13But when anything is exposed by the 
light, it becomes visible, 14for anything that becomes visible is light. Therefore it 
says, 

“Awake, O sleeper, 
 and arise from the dead, 
and Christ will shine on you.” 
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15Look carefully then how you walk, not as unwise but as wise, 16making the best 
use of the time, because the days are evil. 17Therefore do not be foolish, but 
understand what the will of the Lord is. 18And do not get drunk with wine, for that is 
debauchery, but be filled with the Spirit, 19addressing one another in psalms and 
hymns and spiritual songs, singing and making melody to the Lord with all your 
heart, 20giving thanks always and for everything to God the Father in the name of 
our Lord Jesus Christ, 21submitting to one another out of reverence for Christ. 

L  The Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 

Please stand 

Alleluia and Verse (spoken together) 
Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go? 
You have the words of eternal life. 
Alleluia, alleluia. 

P  The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the sixth chapter. 
C  Glory to you, O Lord. 

Holy Gospel John 6:51-69 
Please join in reading aloud the highlighted portion of Scripture 

and consider committing this passage to memory in the week ahead. 
51[Jesus said:] “I am the living bread that came down from heaven. If anyone eats of 
this bread, he will live forever. And the bread that I will give for the life of the world 
is my flesh.” 
52The Jews then disputed among themselves, saying, “How can this man give us his 
flesh to eat?” 53So Jesus said to them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, unless you eat the 
flesh of the Son of Man and drink his blood, you have no life in you. 54Whoever 
feeds on my flesh and drinks my blood has eternal life, and I will raise him up on 
the last day. 55For my flesh is true food, and my blood is true drink. 56Whoever feeds 
on my flesh and drinks my blood abides in me, and I in him. 57As the living Father 
sent me, and I live because of the Father, so whoever feeds on me, he also will live 
because of me. 58This is the bread that came down from heaven, not as the fathers 
ate and died. Whoever feeds on this bread will live forever.” 59Jesus said these 
things in the synagogue, as he taught at Capernaum. 
60When many of his disciples heard it, they said, “This is a hard saying; who can 
listen to it?” 61But Jesus, knowing in himself that his disciples were grumbling about 
this, said to them, “Do you take offense at this? 62Then what if you were to see the 
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Son of Man ascending to where he was before? 63It is the Spirit who gives life; the 
flesh is of no avail. The words that I have spoken to you are spirit and life. 64But 
there are some of you who do not believe.” (For Jesus knew from the beginning 
who those were who did not believe, and who it was who would betray him.) 65And 
he said, “This is why I told you that no one can come to me unless it is granted him 
by the Father.” 
66After this many of his disciples turned back and no longer walked with him. 67So 
Jesus said to the Twelve, “Do you want to go away as well?” 68Simon Peter 
answered him, “Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of eternal 
life, 69and we have believed, and have come to know, that you are the Holy 
One of God.” 

P  The Gospel of the Lord. 
C Praise to you, O Christ. 

Sermon “Words of Eternal Life” 

Sermon Hymn “I Am the Bread of Life” (WOV 702) 
  (go to pages 14 & 15) 

Profession of Faith The Nicene Creed 
We believe in one God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of 

all that is, seen and unseen. 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally 

begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from 
true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father.  Through him 
all things were made.  For us and for our salvation he came down from 
heaven; by the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the 
Virgin Mary, and was made man.  For our sake he was crucified under 
Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried.  On the third day he rose 
again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is 
seated at the right hand of the Father.  He will come again in glory to 
judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from 
the Father and the Son.  With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and 
glorified. He has spoken through the prophets.  We believe in one holy 
catholic and apostolic Church.  We acknowledge one Baptism for the 
forgiveness of sins.  We look for the resurrection of the dead, T and the 
life of the world to come.  Amen. 
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Prayers of the People 
P Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, and for all people 

according to their needs. 

Special prayer requests are announced followed by a brief silence for private prayer. 
During the season after Pentecost each petition ends with the phrase:  “Lord in your 

mercy.” 
Please respond by saying: “Hear our prayer.” 

The prayers end with the words: 

P Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your 
mercy; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C Amen. 

Following the prayers, the people may greet one another in the name of the Lord, 
saying, 

“Peace be with you,” as a sign of reconciliation and of the unity of the Spirit in 
the 

bond of peace (Matt. 5:22–24; Eph. 4:1–3). 

Announcements 

Offertory Prayer 
L Merciful God, 
C we offer with joy and thanksgiving what you have first given us – our 

selves, our time, and our possessions, signs of your gracious love.  Receive 
them for the sake of him who offered himself for us, Jesus Christ our Lord.  
Amen. 
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Service of the Sacrament 

Great Thanksgiving 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
P Lift up your hearts. 
C We lift them up to the Lord. 
P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 

Preface 
P It is indeed right and salutary that we should at all times and in all places offer 

thanks and praise to you, O Lord, holy Father, through Christ our Lord; who on 
this day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened 
to us the way of everlasting life.  And so, with the Church on earth and the 
hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

Sanctus Isaiah 6:3; Matthew 21:9 
C Holy, holy, holy, Lord, 
 Lord God of pow’r and might: Heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
 Hosanna in the highest.  
 Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord. 

 Hosanna in the highest. 

Words of Institution 
 P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and 

when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: 
“Take, eat; this is My T body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance 
of Me.” 

  In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given 
thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new 
testament in My T blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This 
do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

 Matthew 26:26-28; Mark 14:22-24 
 Luke 22:19-20; 1 Corinthians 11:23-25 
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Lord’s Prayer 
P Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray: 
C Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily 
bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass 
against us; and  

lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the 
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 

Agnus Dei John 1:29 
C Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; 
 have mercy on us. 
 Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world;  
 have mercy on us. 
 Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; 
 grant us peace, grant us peace.  

Distribution of Holy Communion 
Lutheran Christians believe and teach that in the Sacrament of the Altar, Christ’s 
body and blood are given to those who receive the bread and wine.  With the 
bread and wine, the gifts of His body and blood are given to Christ’s people for 
forgiveness of sins, strength for our journey of faith, and a foretaste of the heavenly 
banquet.  All who have been baptized into Christ's death and resurrection, and who 
trust His words that these gifts are given and shed for you for the forgiveness of 
sins, are invited to receive the Eucharist. 
Please follow the direction of the ushers to come to the Lord’s Table.  The bread will 
be distributed first.  Gluten-free wafers are available for those who may need 
these. Please indicate this to the pastor at the distribution.  The wine is then 
received by individual glasses only.  Non-alcoholic grape juice is available for those 
who for medical or recovery purposes must abstain from alcohol. 
Children who do not receive the Sacrament are invited to come forward and receive 
a blessing.  Please cross arms over chest so the pastor and lay assistant are able to 
distinguish children who do commune from those who do not yet receive the 
Sacrament. 
For additional self-preparation to receive the Sacrament, please see “Christian 
Questions with Their Answers” beginning on page 1351 in the pew Bible. 
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Music at Distribution 
“Lord, Whose Love through Humble Service” (setting by Timothy Shaw) 
“Dearest Jesus, We Are Here” (setting by Jacob B. Weber) 
“There Is a Balm in Gilead” (setting by Pam Gervais) 
“Le P’ing” (Greet the Rising Sun)  (setting by Michael Larkin (ASCAP)) 

Dismissal 

Prayer of Thanksgiving 
L Let us pray: 
 Almighty God, you provide the true bread from heaven, your Son, Jesus Christ 

our Lord. Grant that we who have received the Sacrament of his body and 
blood may abide in him and he in us, that we may be filled with the power of 
his endless life, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

Blessing 
P God almighty, God most merciful, Father, T Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you, 

keep you, and grant you peace. 
C Amen. 

Dismissal 
L Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
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Sending Hymn “Guide Me, O Thou Great Redeemer” (LSB 918) 

 

 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 
Postlude “Toccata in E Minor” (Johann Pachelbel, 1653 – 1706) 

T   T   T 
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Our Ministry Of Worship 
Officiant/Preacher Pastor Meehan 
Lay Assistant Steve Tracy 
Director of Music Susan Gobien 
Acolyte Grace Rempe 
Usher Fred Esposito 
Altar Care Jean Gilbertson 
AV Operator Mark Gilbertson 
 Jurgen Gobien 

T   T   T 

This weekend’s altar flowers 
are in honor of Laura Varner’s 103rd birthday. 

T   T   T 

Please visit our website at www.sjlc.com for devotional readings for use in the week 
ahead or to learn more about our life together as a congregation. 

St. John's Lutheran Church · 5952 Franconia Road · Alexandria, VA 22310 
703-971-2210 

T   T   T 

http://www.sjlc.com/
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T   T   T 

To view the current edition of our electronic weekly newsletter, Midweek Update,  
scan this QR Code 
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Sermon Hymn “I Am the Bread of Life” (WOV 702) 
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Text: John 6, adapt. S. Suzanne Toolan, SM, b. 1927. Music: S. Suzanne Toolan. © 1966 GIA Publications, Inc. 


