
Evening Worship Service 
with Holy Communion 
December 5, 2021 – 5:00 p.m. 
Second Sunday in Advent 

Welcome to this time of evening worship. We’re glad you are here and pray the Lord’s 
blessing upon our time together. 

T   T   T 

Gathering of God’s People 

Ringing of the Bells (a carillon Advent selection) 

You are invited to say the following prayers, alone or together with your family or 
friends. When you are ready, come forward to light a candle, bringing the light of 
Christ into our darkness and inviting His presence among us. Please light one candle 
for your family. You are welcome to come forward even as the hymn is being sung. 

Prayers 
Draw near to us, O Advent Lord, in this time of worship. Open our hearts and minds 
to your life-giving presence as we wait and watch for your promised coming. Amen. 

Father in heaven, hear our prayers, Keep us in your loving care. Be our guide in all 
we do. Bless all those who love us too. Amen. 

Welcome  
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Opening Song “Abide with Me” (LSB 878, stanzas 1-4) 
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Please stand 

Greeting 
P Blessed be the Holy Trinity, one God, source of all goodness and life, who 

clothes us with T Christ Jesus and makes us one by the Holy Spirit. 
C Blessed be God forever. 

Kyrie (Unfailing Light, pages 18-19) 

 
(continued on next page)  
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Evening Hymn of Praise (Unfailing Light, page 5) 
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Prayer (we pray together) 
Stir up Your power, O Lord, and come, that by Your protection we may be 
rescued from the threatening perils of our sins and saved by Your mighty 
deliverance; for You live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever.  Amen. 

Please be seated 
  



|  6  | 

Old Testament Reading Malachi 3:1-7b 
1“Behold, I send my messenger and he will prepare the way before me. And the 
Lord whom you seek will suddenly come to his temple; and the messenger of the 
covenant in whom you delight, behold, he is coming, says the LORD of hosts. 2But 
who can endure the day of his coming, and who can stand when he appears? For he 
is like a refiner’s fire and like fullers’ soap. 3He will sit as a refiner and purifier of 
silver, and he will purify the sons of Levi and refine them like gold and silver, and 
they will bring offerings in righteousness to the LORD. 4Then the offering of Judah 
and Jerusalem will be pleasing to the LORD as in the days of old and as in former 
years. 
5“Then I will draw near to you for judgment. I will be a swift witness against the 
sorcerers, against the adulterers, against those who swear falsely, against those who 
oppress the hired worker in his wages, the widow and the fatherless, against those 
who thrust aside the sojourner, and do not fear me, says the LORD of hosts. 
6“For I the LORD do not change; therefore you, O children of Jacob, are not 
consumed. 7From the days of your fathers you have turned aside from my statutes 
and have not kept them. Return to me, and I will return to you, says the Lord of 
hosts.” 

L  The Word of the Lord. 
C  Thanks be to God. 

Psalmody “First Song of Isaiah“ 
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(continued on next page) 
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Words: From the Book of Common Prayer; Music: Jack Noble White; Copyright © 1977 by Charles Mortimer Guilbert. 
Used by permission. 

Holy Gospel Luke 3:1-20 
Please join in reading aloud the highlighted portion of Scripture 

and consider committing this passage to memory in the week ahead. 
1In the fifteenth year of the reign of Tiberius Caesar, Pontius Pilate being governor 
of Judea, and Herod being tetrarch of Galilee, and his brother Philip tetrarch of the 
region of Ituraea and Trachonitis, and Lysanias tetrarch of Abilene, 2during the high 
priesthood of Annas and Caiaphas, the word of God came to John the son of 
Zechariah in the wilderness. 3And he went into all the region around the Jordan, 
proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins. 4As it is written in 
the book of the words of Isaiah the prophet, 

“The voice of one crying in the wilderness: 
‘Prepare the way of the Lord, 
 make his paths straight. 
5Every valley shall be filled, 
 and every mountain and hill shall be made low, 
and the crooked shall become straight, 
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 and the rough places shall become level ways, 
6and all flesh shall see the salvation of God.’” 

7He said therefore to the crowds that came out to be baptized by him, “You brood 
of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the wrath to come? 8Bear fruits in keeping 
with repentance. And do not begin to say to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our 
father.’ For I tell you, God is able from these stones to raise up children for 
Abraham. 9Even now the axe is laid to the root of the trees. Every tree therefore that 
does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire.” 
10And the crowds asked him, “What then shall we do?” 11And he answered them, 
“Whoever has two tunics is to share with him who has none, and whoever has food 
is to do likewise.” 12Tax collectors also came to be baptized and said to him, 
“Teacher, what shall we do?” 13And he said to them, “Collect no more than you are 
authorized to do.” 14Soldiers also asked him, “And we, what shall we do?” And he 
said to them, “Do not extort money from anyone by threats or by false accusation, 
and be content with your wages.” 
15As the people were in expectation, and all were questioning in their hearts 
concerning John, whether he might be the Christ, 16John answered them all, 
saying, “I baptize you with water, but he who is mightier than I is coming, the 
strap of whose sandals I am not worthy to untie. He will baptize you with the 
Holy Spirit and with fire. 17His winnowing fork is in his hand, to clear his threshing 
floor and to gather the wheat into his barn, but the chaff he will burn with 
unquenchable fire.” 
18So with many other exhortations he preached good news to the people. 19But 
Herod the tetrarch, who had been reproved by him for Herodias, his brother’s wife, 
and for all the evil things that Herod had done, 20added this to them all, that he 
locked up John in prison. 

P  The Gospel of the Lord. 
C  Praise to you, O Christ. 

Sermon “Behold, I Send My Messenger” 
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Song “On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist’s Cry” (LSB 344) 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 

Profession of Faith The Nicene Creed 
We believe in one God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of 

all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten 
of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father.  Through him all things 
were made.  For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven; by 
the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 
and was made man.  For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he 
suffered death and was buried.  On the third day he rose again in 
accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at 
the right hand of the Father.  He will come again in glory to judge the 
living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from 
the Father and the Son.  With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and 
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glorified. He has spoken through the prophets.  We believe in one holy 
catholic and apostolic Church.  We acknowledge one Baptism for the 
forgiveness of sins.  We look for the resurrection of the dead, T and the 
life of the world to come.  Amen. 

Prayers of the People 
P Waiting for the fulfillment of our hope in Christ's promised coming, we pray for 

the church, those in need, and all of God's creation. 

Special prayer requests are announced followed by a brief silence for private prayer. 
During the Advent season each petition ends with the phrase:  “Lord, in your 

mercy.” 
Please respond by saying “Hear our prayer.” 

The prayers end with the words: 
P Into your hands, O God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your 

mercy, through Jesus Christ our Savior. 
C Amen. 

Following the prayers, the people may greet one another in the name of the Lord, 
saying, “Peace be with you,” as a sign of reconciliation and of the unity of the Spirit in 

the bond of peace (Matt. 5:22–24; Eph. 4:1–3). 

Announcements 

Confession and Absolution  
P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 
C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our 

sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 

P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 
C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We 

have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done 
and by what we have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole 
heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your 
present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have 
mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in 
Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen. 

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake 
forgives you all your sins.  As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His 
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authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of 
the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

Prayer of Thanksgiving 
P Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy on those 

whom You created and sent Your only-begotten Son into our flesh to bear our 
sin and be our Savior.  With repentant joy we receive the salvation accomplished 
for us by the all-availing sacrifice of His body and His blood on the cross. 
Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg You, O Lord, to 
forgive, renew, and strengthen us with Your Word and Spirit.  Grant us faithfully 
to eat His body and drink His blood as He bids us do in His own testament.  
Gather us together, we pray, from the ends of the earth to celebrate with all the 
faithful the marriage feast of the Lamb in His kingdom, which has no end.  
Graciously receive our prayers; deliver and preserve us.  To You alone, O Father, 
be all glory, honor, and worship, with the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and forever. 

C Amen. 

The Words of Our Lord 
P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when 

He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; 
this is My T body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 

 In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given 
thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new 
testament in My T blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This 
do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

Proclamation of Christ 
P As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the Lord's death 

until He comes. 
C Amen.  Come, Lord Jesus. 

P O Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, in giving us Your body and blood to 
eat and to drink, You lead us to remember and confess Your holy cross and 
passion, Your blessed death, Your rest in the tomb, Your resurrection from the 
dead, Your ascension into heaven, and Your coming for the final judgment.  So 
remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 
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Lord’s Prayer Matthew 6:9-13 

 

 

Pax Domini 
P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C Amen. 
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Lamb of God (Unfailing Light, page 14) 

 
Distribution 

Lutheran Christians believe and teach that in the Sacrament of the Altar, Christ’s body 
and blood are given to those who receive the bread and wine.  With the bread and 
wine, the gifts of His body and blood are given to Christ’s people for forgiveness of 
sins, strength for our journey of faith, and a foretaste of the heavenly banquet.  All 
who have been baptized into Christ's death and resurrection, and who trust His words 
that these gifts are given and shed for you for the forgiveness of sins, are invited to 
receive the Eucharist. 
Please follow the direction of the ushers to come to the Lord’s Table.  The bread will 
be distributed first.  Gluten-free wafers are available for those who may need these. 
Please indicate this to the pastor at the distribution.  The wine is then received by 
individual glasses only.  Non-alcoholic grape juice is available for those who for 
medical or recovery purposes must abstain from alcohol. 
Children who do not receive the Sacrament are invited to come forward and receive 
a blessing.  Please cross arms over chest so the pastor and lay assistant are able to 
distinguish children who do commune from those who do not yet receive the 
Sacrament. 
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Distribution Music 
 “Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus” (settings by Rebecca R.Kramer and 
  Rachel Chapin) 
 “The Advent of Our God” (setting by Richard W. Gieseke) 

Dismissal 

Nunc Dimittis (Unfailing Light, page 16) 
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Prayer of Thanksgiving 
L Let us pray: 

 Creator of the stars of night, we thank you for refreshing us on our journey of 
faith through this holy Supper. Increase our faith and open our eyes that we 
might recognize Jesus in all whom you call us to love and serve. Abide with us 
as darkness deepens and be our hope and highest joy, until at least with all 
your saints we dwell in your unfailing Light.  

C Amen. 

Blessing 
P The Lord bless you and keep you. 
 The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
 The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace this night and always. 
C Amen. 

Sending 
L Go in Peace. Serve the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 

Sending Song “Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus” (LSB 338) 

 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 

T   T   T 
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Our Ministry of Worship 
Officiant/Preacher Pastor Meehan 
Lay Assistant P.J. Baunach 
Director of Music Susan Gobien 
Acolyte Keegan Zylstra 
Altar Care Barbara Pate 
Usher Andrew Ehlers 
 Brian Hoins 
 

This weekend’s altar flowers 
are given by donations to the flower fund. 

T   T   T 

Please visit our website at www.sjlc.com for devotional readings for use in the week 
ahead or to learn more about our life together as a congregation. 

St. John's Lutheran Church · 5952 Franconia Road · Alexandria, VA 22310 
703-971-2210 

T   T   T 

To view the current edition of our electronic weekly newsletter, Midweek Update,  
scan this QR Code 

 

 

  

http://www.sjlc.com/


|  18  | 

Acknowledgments 
Divine Service, Setting Four from “Lutheran Service Book” © 2006 Concordia 
Publishing House. All rights reserved. 
Unless otherwise indicated, all scripture quotations are from The Holy Bible, English 
Standard Version, copyright © 2001 by Crossway Bibles, a division of Good News 
Publishers.  Used by permission. All rights reserved. 
Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2006 Concordia Publishing House. 
LSB Hymn License 200-2399.  LS Builder Support NH 200-299. 
Reprinted/Podcast/Streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-701520. All 
rights reserved. 
Kyrie, Evening Hymn of Praise, Lamb of God and Now Lord, You Let Your Servant, 
Marty Haugen and Susan Briehl from “Unfailing Light: An evening setting of Holy 
Communion” © 2000 GIA Publications, Inc. All rights reserved. 
The Lord’s Prayer, David Haas ©1986 GIA Publications, Inc. All rights reserved. 
Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus, Rebecca R. Kramer from “Lutheran Service Book 
Piano Prelude Series Vol. 6” ©2021 Concordia Publishing House. All rights reserved. 
Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus, Rachel Chapin from “Greet the New Morn” ©2008 
Concordia Publishing House. All rights reserved. 
FRANCONIA: The Advent of Our God, Richard W. Gieseke from “Lutheran Service 
Book Piano Prelude Series Vol. 4” ©2020 Concordia Publishing House. All rights 
reserved. 


