
Fourth Sunday in Advent 
December 19, 2021 – 9:30 a.m. 
Lutheran Service Book, Divine Service, Setting Two 

Prayer before worship: 
Draw near to us, O Advent Lord, in this time of worship. Open our hearts and 
minds to your life-giving presence as we wait and watch for your promised coming. 
Amen. 

Pre-Service Music ”O Come, O Come, Emmanuel” 
 (arranged by Mitchell Eithun and Sandra Eithun) 
 St. John’s Handbell Ensemble 
Ringing of the Bells 

Welcome 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their baptism 
P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 
P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 
C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our 

sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 

P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 
C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We 

have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done 
and by what we have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole 
heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your 
present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have 
mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in 
Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen. 

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake 
forgives you all your sins.  As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His 
authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of 
the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
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SERVICE OF THE WORD 

Blessing of the Advent Wreath 
Each week we light a new candle on the Advent wreath. 
P Blessed are you, God of our salvation; you promised that the One of peace 

would come from Bethlehem to feed your flock and make us live securely. As 
we light these candles, kindle in us the fire of your love, infuse in us the fruit of 
your Word, and empower us to lift up the lowly and to fill the hungry with 
good things; let your face shine on us and bless us that we may be saved. 

C Amen. 

Kyrie 
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Advent Hymn “Awake, Awake, and Greet the New Morn” (WOV 633) 
 (Advent 4: all stanzas) 
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Salutation and Collect of the Day 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
P Let us pray: 
 Stir up Your power, O Lord, and come and help us by Your might, that the sins 

which weigh us down may be quickly lifted by Your grace and mercy; for You 
live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

Children’s Message 

Old Testament Reading Micah 5:2-5a 
2 But you, O Bethlehem Ephrathah, 
 who are too little to be among the clans of Judah, 
from you shall come forth for me 
 one who is to be ruler in Israel, 
whose origin is from of old, 
 from ancient days. 
3Therefore he shall give them up until the time 
 when she who is in labor has given birth; 
then the rest of his brothers shall return 
 to the people of Israel. 
4And he shall stand and shepherd his flock in the strength of the LORD, 
 in the majesty of the name of the LORD his God. 
And they shall dwell secure, for now he shall be great 
 to the ends of the earth. 
5And he shall be their peace. 

L  This is the Word of the Lord. 
C  Thanks be to God. 
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Psalmody “The First Song of Isaiah” 
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Words: From the Book of Common Prayer; Music: Jack Noble White; Copyright © 1977 by Charles 
Mortimer Guilbert. Used by permission. 
 

Epistle Hebrews 10:5-10 
5When Christ came into the world, he said, 

“Sacrifices and offerings you have not desired, 
 but a body have you prepared for me; 
6in burnt offerings and sin offerings 
 you have taken no pleasure. 
7Then I said, ‘Behold, I have come to do your will, O God, 
 as it is written of me in the scroll of the book.’” 

8When he said above, “You have neither desired nor taken pleasure in sacrifices and 
offerings and burnt offerings and sin offerings” (these are offered according to the 
law), 9then he added, “Behold, I have come to do your will.” He abolishes the first in 
order to establish the second. 10And by that will we have been sanctified through 
the offering of the body of Jesus Christ once for all. 

L  This is the Word of the Lord. 
C  Thanks be to God. 
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Alleluia and Verse (LSB 173) 

 

 
 
Holy Gospel St. Luke 1:39-56 

Please join in reading aloud the highlighted portion of Scripture 
and consider committing this passage to memory in the week ahead. 

P  The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the first chapter. 
C  Glory to You, O Lord. 

39In those days Mary arose and went with haste into the hill country, to a town in 
Judah, 40and she entered the house of Zechariah and greeted Elizabeth. 41And when 
Elizabeth heard the greeting of Mary, the baby leaped in her womb. And Elizabeth 
was filled with the Holy Spirit, 42and she exclaimed with a loud cry, “Blessed are you 
among women, and blessed is the fruit of your womb! 43And why is this granted to 
me that the mother of my Lord should come to me? 44For behold, when the sound 
of your greeting came to my ears, the baby in my womb leaped for joy. 45And 
blessed is she who believed that there would be a fulfillment of what was 
spoken to her from the Lord.” 
46And Mary said, 

“My soul magnifies the Lord, 
 47and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior, 
48for he has looked on the humble estate of his servant. 
 For behold, from now on all generations will call me blessed; 
49for he who is mighty has done great things for me, 
 and holy is his name. 
50And his mercy is for those who fear him 
 from generation to generation. 
51He has shown strength with his arm; 
 he has scattered the proud in the thoughts of their hearts; 
52he has brought down the mighty from their thrones 
 and exalted those of humble estate; 
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53he has filled the hungry with good things, 
 and the rich he has sent empty away. 
54He has helped his servant Israel, 
 in remembrance of his mercy, 
55as he spoke to our fathers, 
 to Abraham and to his offspring forever.” 

56And Mary remained with her about three months and returned to her home. 
P  This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C  Praise to You, O Christ. 

Sermon “Behold, the Promise is Fulfilled” 

Hymn of the Day “O Little Town of Bethlehem” (LSB 361) 

 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 
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Profession of Faith The Nicene Creed 
We believe in one God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of 

all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten 
of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father.  Through him all things 
were made.  For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven; by 
the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 
and was made man.  For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he 
suffered death and was buried.  On the third day he rose again in 
accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at 
the right hand of the Father.  He will come again in glory to judge the 
living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from 
the Father and the Son.  With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and 
glorified. He has spoken through the prophets.  We believe in one holy 
catholic and apostolic Church.  We acknowledge one Baptism for the 
forgiveness of sins.  We look for the resurrection of the dead, T and the 
life of the world to come.  Amen. 

Prayers of the People 
P Waiting for the fulfillment of our hope in Christ's promised coming, we pray for 

the church, those in need, and all of God's creation. 

Special prayer requests are announced followed by a brief silence for private prayer. 
During the Advent season each petition ends with the phrase:  “Lord, in your 

mercy.” 
Please respond by saying “Hear our prayer.” 

The prayers end with the words: 
P Into your hands, O God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your 

mercy, through Jesus Christ our Savior. 
C Amen. 

Following the prayers, the people may greet one another in the name of the Lord, 
saying, “Peace be with you,” as a sign of reconciliation and of the unity of the Spirit in 

the bond of peace (Matt. 5:22–24; Eph. 4:1–3). 

Announcements 

SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT 
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Preface 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Preface for Advent 
P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus 
Christ, our Lord, whose way John the Baptist prepared, proclaiming Him the 
promised Messiah, the very Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world, 
and calling sinners to repentance that they might escape from the wrath to be 
revealed when He comes again in glory.  Therefore with angels and archangels 
and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, 
evermore praising You and saying: 
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Sanctus 

 

 

 

 

 
Prayer of Thanksgiving 

P Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy on those 
whom You created and sent Your only-begotten Son into our flesh to bear our 
sin and be our Savior.  With repentant joy we receive the salvation accomplished 
for us by the all-availing sacrifice of His body and His blood on the cross. 
Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg You, O Lord, to 
forgive, renew, and strengthen us with Your Word and Spirit.  Grant us faithfully 
to eat His body and drink His blood as He bids us do in His own testament.  
Gather us together, we pray, from the ends of the earth to celebrate with all the 
faithful the marriage feast of the Lamb in His kingdom, which has no end.  
Graciously receive our prayers; deliver and preserve us.  To You alone, O Father, 
be all glory, honor, and worship, with the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and forever. 

C Amen. 
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The Words of Our Lord 
P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when 

He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; 
this is My T body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 

P In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given 
thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new 
testament in My T blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This 
do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

Proclamation of Christ 
P As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the Lord's death 

until He comes. 
C Amen.  Come, Lord Jesus. 

P O Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, in giving us Your body and blood to 
eat and to drink, You lead us to remember and confess Your holy cross and 
passion, Your blessed death, Your rest in the tomb, Your resurrection from the 
dead, Your ascension into heaven, and Your coming for the final judgment.  So 
remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 

Lord's Prayer Matthew 6:9-13 
C Our Father who art in heaven, 

 hallowed be Thy name, 
Thy kingdom come, 
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 
give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against 
us; 
and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. 
Amen. 

Pax Domini 
P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C Amen. 
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Agnus Dei 

 

 

 

 

 
Distribution 

Lutheran Christians believe and teach that in the Sacrament of the Altar, Christ’s body 
and blood are given to those who receive the bread and wine.  With the bread and 
wine, the gifts of His body and blood are given to Christ’s people for forgiveness of 
sins, strength for our journey of faith, and a foretaste of the heavenly banquet.  All 
who have been baptized into Christ's death and resurrection, and who trust His words 
that these gifts are given and shed for you for the forgiveness of sins, are invited to 
receive the Eucharist. 
Please follow the direction of the ushers to come to the Lord’s Table.  The bread will 
be distributed first.  Gluten-free wafers are available for those who may need these. 
Please indicate this to the pastor at the distribution.  The wine is then received by 
individual glasses only.  Non-alcoholic grape juice is available for those who for 
medical or recovery purposes must abstain from alcohol. 
Children who do not receive the Sacrament are invited to come forward and receive 
a blessing.  Please cross arms over chest so the pastor and lay assistant are able to 
distinguish children who do commune from those who do not yet receive the 
Sacrament. 
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Music at the Distribution 
 “O Savior, Rend the Heavens Wide” (setting by Friedrich Zipp) 
 “O Lord, How Shall I Meet You” (setting by Kim Kondal Patterson) 
 “Lift Up Your Heads, Ye Mighty Gates” (setting by Jim Vyhanek) 
 “Savior of the Nations, Come” (setting by Walter L. Pelz) 
 “Hosanna Now Through Advent” (setting by Donald Busarow) 

Dismissal 

Post-Communion Collect 
L Let us pray: 
 O God the Father, the fountain and source of all goodness, who in loving-

kindness sent Your only-begotten Son into the flesh, we thank You that for His 
sake You have given us pardon and peace in this Sacrament, and we ask You 
not to forsake Your children but always to rule our hearts and minds by Your 
Holy Spirit that we may be enabled constantly to serve You; through Jesus 
Christ, your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

Benediction 
P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 
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Sending Hymn “The Angel Gabriel from Heaven Came” 

 

Postlude “Lift Up Your Heads, You Mighty Gates” (setting by Jan Bender) 
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Our Ministry Of Worship 
Officiant/Preacher Pastor Meehan 
Lay Assistant Mike Nordvall 
Director of Music Susan Gobien 
Acolyte Tripp Avriett 
Usher Patte Crampton 
 Fred Esposito 
Altar Care Jean Gilbertson 
Advent Candle Bearers Townsend Family 
AV Operator Jurgen Gobien 
 Matt Herron 
Welcome Host Christy Hoins 
 
 

This weekend’s altar flowers are given by  
Rodney and Janet Smith in honor of Conan & Astrid Smith’s birthday, and  

in honor of the anniversary of Beatrice Longacre’s death. 
 
 

Please visit our website at www.sjlc.com for devotional readings for use in the week 
ahead or to learn more about our life together as a congregation. 

St. John's Lutheran Church · 5952 Franconia Road · Alexandria, VA 22310 
703-971-2210 

T   T   T 

To view the current edition of our electronic weekly newsletter, Midweek Update,  
scan this QR Code 

 
 

 
 
 
  

http://www.sjlc.com/
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