
Evening Worship Service with Holy Communion 
Serving Jesus – Living in Community 2022: Week 2 
January 30, 2022 – 5:00 p.m. 
Fourth Sunday after Epiphany 

Welcome to this time of evening worship. We’re glad you are here and pray the Lord’s 
blessing upon our time together. 

T   T   T 

Gathering of God’s People 

Ringing of the Bells (a carillon Epiphany selection) 

You are invited to say the following prayers, alone or together with your family or 
friends. When you are ready, come forward to light a candle, bringing the light of 
Christ into our darkness and inviting His presence among us. Please light one candle 
for your family. You are welcome to come forward even as the hymn is being sung. 

Prayers 
Bless us, O God, with a reverent sense of your presence, that we may be at peace 
and may worship you with all our mind and spirit; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 

Father in heaven, hear our prayers, Keep us in your loving care. Be our guide in all 
we do. Bless all those who love us too. Amen. 

Welcome  
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Opening Song “Abide with Me” (LSB 878, stanzas 1-4) 
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Please stand 

A Brief Order of Confession and Forgiveness(“Unfailing Light” Appendix Two) 

 
Please Stand 
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(continues on the next page) 
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Greeting 

L The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
 And the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C And also with you. 
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Prayer (we pray together) 
Almighty God, You know we live in the midst of so many dangers that in our 
frailty we cannot stand upright. Grant strength and protection to support us in 
all dangers and carry us through all temptations; through Jesus Christ, Your 
Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and forever. 

Please be seated 

Old Testament Reading Jeremiah 1:4-10 
4Now the word of the LORD came to me, saying, 

5“Before I formed you in the womb I knew you, 
and before you were born I consecrated you; 
I appointed you a prophet to the nations.” 

6Then I said, “Ah, Lord GOD! Behold, I do not know how to speak, for I am only a 
youth.” 7But the LORD said to me, 

“Do not say, ‘I am only a youth’; 
for to all to whom I send you, you shall go, 
and whatever I command you, you shall speak. 
8Do not be afraid of them, 
for I am with you to deliver you, 
declares the LORD.” 

9Then the LORD put out his hand and touched my mouth. And the LORD said to me, 
“Behold, I have put my words in your mouth. 
10See, I have set you this day over nations and over kingdoms, 
to pluck up and to break down, 
to destroy and to overthrow, 
to build and to plant.” 

L  The Word of the Lord. 
C  Thanks be to God. 

Psalm Psalm 71:1-6 
L In you, O LORD, do I take refuge; 
 let me never be put to shame! 
C In your righteousness deliver me and rescue me; 
 incline your ear to me, and save me! 
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L  Be to me a rock of refuge, 
 to which I may continually come; 
 you have given the command to save me, 
 for you are my rock and my fortress. 
C  Rescue me, O my God, from the hand of the wicked, 
 from the grasp of the unjust and cruel man. 
L  For you, O Lord, are my hope, 
 my trust, O LORD, from my youth. 
C  Upon you I have leaned from before my birth; 
 you are he who took me from my mother’s womb. 
 My praise is continually of you. 

Epistle 1 Corinthians 12:31b-13:13 
Please join in reading aloud the highlighted portion of Scripture 

and consider committing this passage to memory in the week ahead. 
12:31bI will show you a still more excellent way. 
13:1If I speak in the tongues of men and of angels, but have not love, I am a noisy 
gong or a clanging cymbal. 2And if I have prophetic powers, and understand all 
mysteries and all knowledge, and if I have all faith, so as to remove mountains, but 
have not love, I am nothing. 3If I give away all I have, and if I deliver up my body to 
be burned, but have not love, I gain nothing. 
4Love is patient and kind; love does not envy or boast; it is not arrogant 5or rude. It 
does not insist on its own way; it is not irritable or resentful; 6it does not rejoice at 
wrongdoing, but rejoices with the truth. 7Love bears all things, believes all things, 
hopes all things, endures all things. 
8Love never ends. As for prophecies, they will pass away; as for tongues, they will 
cease; as for knowledge, it will pass away. 9For we know in part and we prophesy in 
part, 10but when the perfect comes, the partial will pass away. 11When I was a child, I 
spoke like a child, I thought like a child, I reasoned like a child. When I became a 
man, I gave up childish ways. 12For now we see in a mirror dimly, but then face to 
face. Now I know in part; then I shall know fully, even as I have been fully known. 
13So now faith, hope, and love abide, these three; but the greatest of these is 
love. 

L  This is the Word of the Lord. 
C  Thanks be to God. 
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Holy Gospel Luke 4:31-44 
31[Jesus] went down to Capernaum, a city of Galilee. And he was teaching them on 
the Sabbath, 32and they were astonished at his teaching, for his word possessed 
authority. 33And in the synagogue there was a man who had the spirit of an unclean 
demon, and he cried out with a loud voice, 34“Ha! What have you to do with us, 
Jesus of Nazareth? Have you come to destroy us? I know who you are—the Holy 
One of God.” 35But Jesus rebuked him, saying, “Be silent and come out of him!” And 
when the demon had thrown him down in their midst, he came out of him, having 
done him no harm. 36And they were all amazed and said to one another, “What is 
this word? For with authority and power he commands the unclean spirits, and they 
come out!” 37And reports about him went out into every place in the surrounding 
region. 
38And he arose and left the synagogue and entered Simon’s house. Now Simon’s 
mother-in-law was ill with a high fever, and they appealed to him on her 
behalf. 39And he stood over her and rebuked the fever, and it left her, and 
immediately she rose and began to serve them. 
40Now when the sun was setting, all those who had any who were sick with various 
diseases brought them to him, and he laid his hands on every one of them and 
healed them. 41And demons also came out of many, crying, “You are the Son of 
God!” But he rebuked them and would not allow them to speak, because they knew 
that he was the Christ. 
42And when it was day, he departed and went into a desolate place. And the people 
sought him and came to him, and would have kept him from leaving them, 43but he 
said to them, “I must preach the good news of the kingdom of God to the other 
towns as well; for I was sent for this purpose.” 44And he was preaching in the 
synagogues of Judea. 

P  The Gospel of the Lord. 
C  Praise to you, O Christ. 

Sermon “The Way of Love” 
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Song “We Are Called” (W&P 147) 

 

 
Text and Music: David Haas.  Text and Music © 1988 GIA Publications. 
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Profession of Faith The Nicene Creed 
We believe in one God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of 

all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten 
of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father.  Through him all things 
were made.  For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven; by 
the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 
and was made man.  For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he 
suffered death and was buried.  On the third day he rose again in 
accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at 
the right hand of the Father.  He will come again in glory to judge the 
living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from 
the Father and the Son.  With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and 
glorified. He has spoken through the prophets.  We believe in one holy 
catholic and apostolic Church.  We acknowledge one Baptism for the 
forgiveness of sins.  We look for the resurrection of the dead, T and the 
life of the world to come.  Amen. 

Prayer of the Church 
P Drawn to the light of Christ, made bold in the waters of baptism, and filled with 

the Spirit, we lift up our prayers in confidence that God loves and listens to us. 

Special petitions are announced, followed by a brief silence. Each petition closes with 
the words  

“Lord in Your mercy.”  Please respond by saying, “hear our prayer.” 
The prayers conclude with: 

P Good and gracious God, we ask all these things and whatever else you see that 
we need with a sure and certain hope in your goodness and mercy, through Jesus 
Christ our Savior. 

C Amen. 

Following the prayers, the people may greet one another in the name of the Lord, 
saying, “Peace be with you,” as a sign of reconciliation and of the unity of the Spirit in 

the bond of peace (Matt. 5:22–24; Eph. 4:1–3). 
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Announcements 

Prayer of Thanksgiving 
P Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy on those 

whom You created and sent Your only-begotten Son into our flesh to bear our 
sin and be our Savior.  With repentant joy we receive the salvation accomplished 
for us by the all-availing sacrifice of His body and His blood on the cross. 
Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg You, O Lord, to 
forgive, renew, and strengthen us with Your Word and Spirit.  Grant us faithfully 
to eat His body and drink His blood as He bids us do in His own testament.  
Gather us together, we pray, from the ends of the earth to celebrate with all the 
faithful the marriage feast of the Lamb in His kingdom, which has no end.  
Graciously receive our prayers; deliver and preserve us.  To You alone, O Father, 
be all glory, honor, and worship, with the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and forever. 

C Amen. 

The Words of Our Lord 
P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when 

He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; 
this is My T body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 

 In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given 
thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new 
testament in My T blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This 
do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

Proclamation of Christ 
P As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the Lord's death 

until He comes. 
C Amen.  Come, Lord Jesus. 

P O Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, in giving us Your body and blood to 
eat and to drink, You lead us to remember and confess Your holy cross and 
passion, Your blessed death, Your rest in the tomb, Your resurrection from the 
dead, Your ascension into heaven, and Your coming for the final judgment.  So 
remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 
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Lord’s Prayer Matthew 6:9-13 

 

 

Pax Domini 
P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C Amen. 
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Lamb of God (Unfailing Light, page 14) 

 
Distribution 

Lutheran Christians believe and teach that in the Sacrament of the Altar, Christ’s body 
and blood are given to those who receive the bread and wine.  With the bread and 
wine, the gifts of His body and blood are given to Christ’s people for forgiveness of 
sins, strength for our journey of faith, and a foretaste of the heavenly banquet.  All 
who have been baptized into Christ's death and resurrection, and who trust His words 
that these gifts are given and shed for you for the forgiveness of sins, are invited to 
receive the Eucharist. 
Please follow the direction of the ushers to come to the Lord’s Table.  The bread will 
be distributed first.  Gluten-free wafers are available for those who may need these. 
Please indicate this to the pastor at the distribution.  The wine is then received by 
individual glasses only.  Non-alcoholic grape juice is available for those who for 
medical or recovery purposes must abstain from alcohol. 
Children who do not receive the Sacrament are invited to come forward and receive 
a blessing.  Please cross arms over chest so the pastor and lay assistant are able to 
distinguish children who do commune from those who do not yet receive the 
Sacrament. 
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Distribution Music 
 “Christ, Be Our Light” 

Dismissal 

Nunc Dimittis (Unfailing Light, page 16) 
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Prayer of Thanksgiving 
L Let us pray: 

 Creator of the stars of night, we thank you for refreshing us on our journey of 
faith through this holy Supper. Increase our faith and open our eyes that we 
might recognize Jesus in all whom you call us to love and serve. Abide with us 
as darkness deepens and be our hope and highest joy, until at last with all your 
saints we dwell in your unfailing Light.  

C Amen. 

Blessing 
P The Lord bless you and keep you. 
 The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
 The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace this night and always. 
C Amen. 

Sending 
L Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
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Sending Song “Go, My Children, with My Blessing” (LSB 922, stanzas 1-4) 

 

 

 

 
Text: © 1983 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005318  Tune: Public domain 

T   T   T 
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Our Ministry of Worship 
Officiant/Preacher Pastor Meehan 
Lay Assistant Angie Stiens 
Director of Music Susan Gobien 
Acolyte Keegan Zylstra 
Altar Care Jean Gilbertson 
Usher Barbara Pate 
 Andrew Ehlers 
Welcome Host  Jan Swicord 
 
 

This weekend’s altar flowers 
are given by donations to the flower fund. 

T   T   T 

Please visit our website at www.sjlc.com for devotional readings for use in the week 
ahead or to learn more about our life together as a congregation. 

St. John's Lutheran Church · 5952 Franconia Road · Alexandria, VA 22310 
703-971-2210 

T   T   T 

To view the current edition of our electronic weekly newsletter, Midweek Update,  
scan this QR Code 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.sjlc.com/
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