
Third Sunday in Lent 
March 20, 2022 – 9:30 a.m. 
With One Voice: Holy Communion, Setting 6 

Prayer before worship 
Lord Jesus, walk with us during these 40 days of Lent. Be near to us in our struggles 
against temptation, and let us find our strength in you as we face the cross. Bless 
this time of worship for your Name’s sake. Amen. 

T   T   T 

Prelude “Christ, the Life of All the Living” (J. S. Bach) 

Ringing of the Bells 

Welcome 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 
P God of all mercy and consolation, come to the aid of your people, turning us 

from our sin to live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that, 
attentive to your Word, we may confess our sins, receive your forgiveness, and 
grow into the fullness of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C Amen. 
P Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

Silence for reflection and self-examination. 
P Gracious God, 
C we have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed. 

We are not worthy to be called your children. 
Have mercy on us and turn us from our sinful ways. 
Forgive us and bring us back to you, 
For we once were dead but now have life, through our Savior Jesus Christ.  
Amen. 
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P The Lord is gracious and full of compassion, slow to anger and abounding in 
steadfast love. Through the Holy Spirit, God gives life, freedom from the power 
of sin, and resurrection from the dead. In the name of T Jesus, your sins are 
forgiven. Live in newness of life. 

C Amen. 

SERVICE OF THE WORD 

Opening Hymn “Alas! And Did My Savior Bleed” (LSB 437) 

 

 

 
Text: Isaac Watts, 1674–1748, alt.  Tune: Hugh Wilson, 1764–1824  Text and tune: Public domain 

Greeting 
P The grace of our Lord, Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 

Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C And also with you. 
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Kyrie 

 
Prayer of the Day 

P Let us pray: 
O God, You see that of ourselves we have no strength. By Your mighty power 
defend us from all adversities that may happen to the body and from all evil 
thoughts that may assault and hurt the soul; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, 
our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. 

C Amen. 

Children’s Message 

Old Testament Reading Isaiah 53:1-5 
1Who has believed what they heard from us? 
 And to whom has the arm of the LORD been revealed? 
2For he grew up before him like a young plant, 
 and like a root out of dry ground; 
he had no form or majesty that we should look at him, 
 and no beauty that we should desire him. 
3He was despised and rejected by men; 
 a man of sorrows, and acquainted with grief; 
and as one from whom men hide their faces 
 he was despised, and we esteemed him not. 
4Surely he has borne our griefs 
 and carried our sorrows; 
yet we esteemed him stricken, 
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 smitten by God, and afflicted. 
5But he was wounded for our transgressions; 
 he was crushed for our iniquities; 
 upon him was the chastisement that brought us peace, 
and with his stripes we are healed. 

L  This is the Word of the Lord. 
C  Thanks be to God. 

Psalm Psalm 85 
L  LORD, you were favorable to your land; 
 you restored the fortunes of Jacob. 
C  You forgave the iniquity of your people; 
 you covered all their sin. 
L  You withdrew all your wrath; 
 you turned from your hot anger. 
C  Restore us again, O God of our salvation, 
 and put away your indignation toward us! 
L  Will you be angry with us forever? 
 Will you prolong your anger to all generations? 
C  Will you not revive us again, 
 that your people may rejoice in you? 
L  Show us your steadfast love, O LORD, 
 and grant us your salvation. 
C  Let me hear what God the LORD will speak, 
 for he will speak peace to his people, to his saints; 
 but let them not turn back to folly. 
L  Surely his salvation is near to those who fear him, 
 that glory may dwell in our land. 
C  Steadfast love and faithfulness meet; 
 righteousness and peace kiss each other. 
L  Faithfulness springs up from the ground, 
 and righteousness looks down from the sky. 
C  Yes, the LORD will give what is good, 
 and our land will yield its increase. 
L  Righteousness will go before him 
C and make his footsteps a way. 
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Epistle Reading Ephesians 2:11-18 
11Therefore remember that at one time you Gentiles in the flesh, called “the 
uncircumcision” by what is called the circumcision, which is made in the flesh by 
hands— 12remember that you were at that time separated from Christ, alienated 
from the commonwealth of Israel and strangers to the covenants of promise, 
having no hope and without God in the world. 13But now in Christ Jesus you who 
once were far off have been brought near by the blood of Christ. 14For he himself is 
our peace, who has made us both one and has broken down in his flesh the 
dividing wall of hostility 15by abolishing the law of commandments and ordinances, 
that he might create in himself one new man in place of the two, so making peace, 
16and might reconcile us both to God in one body through the cross, thereby killing 
the hostility. 17And he came and preached peace to you who were far off and peace 
to those who were near. 18For through him we both have access in one Spirit to the 
Father. 

L  This is the Word of the Lord. 
C  Thanks be to God. 

Lenten Verse 

 
 

P  The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the twenty-sixth chapter. 
C  Glory to you, O Lord. 

Holy Gospel Matthew 26:36-56 
Please join in reading aloud the highlighted portion of Scripture 

and consider committing this passage to memory in the week ahead. 
36Then Jesus went with them to a place called Gethsemane, and he said to his 
disciples, “Sit here, while I go over there and pray.” 37And taking with him Peter and 
the two sons of Zebedee, he began to be sorrowful and troubled. 38Then he said to 
them, “My soul is very sorrowful, even to death; remain here, and watch with me.” 
39And going a little farther he fell on his face and prayed, saying, “My Father, if it be 
possible, let this cup pass from me; nevertheless, not as I will, but as you will.” 40And 
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he came to the disciples and found them sleeping. And he said to Peter, “So, could 
you not watch with me one hour? 41Watch and pray that you may not enter into 
temptation. The spirit indeed is willing, but the flesh is weak.” 42Again, for the 
second time, he went away and prayed, “My Father, if this cannot pass unless I drink 
it, your will be done.” 43And again he came and found them sleeping, for their eyes 
were heavy. 44So, leaving them again, he went away and prayed for the third time, 
saying the same words again. 45Then he came to the disciples and said to them, 
“Sleep and take your rest later on. See, the hour is at hand, and the Son of Man is 
betrayed into the hands of sinners. 46Rise, let us be going; see, my betrayer is at 
hand.” 
47While [Jesus] was still speaking, Judas came, one of the twelve, and with him a 
great crowd with swords and clubs, from the chief priests and the elders of the 
people. 48Now the betrayer had given them a sign, saying, “The one I will kiss is the 
man; seize him.” 49And he came up to Jesus at once and said, “Greetings, Rabbi!” 
And he kissed him. 50Jesus said to him, “Friend, do what you came to do.” Then they 
came up and laid hands on Jesus and seized him. 51And behold, one of those who 
were with Jesus stretched out his hand and drew his sword and struck the servant of 
the high priest and cut off his ear. 52Then Jesus said to him, “Put your sword back 
into its place. For all who take the sword will perish by the sword. 53Do you think 
that I cannot appeal to my Father, and he will at once send me more than twelve 
legions of angels? 54But how then should the Scriptures be fulfilled, that it must be 
so?” 55At that hour Jesus said to the crowds, “Have you come out as against a 
robber, with swords and clubs to capture me? Day after day I sat in the temple 
teaching, and you did not seize me. 56But all this has taken place that the 
Scriptures of the prophets might be fulfilled.” Then all the disciples left him and 
fled. 

P  The Gospel of the Lord. 
C  Praise to you, O Christ. 

Sermon “Places of the Passion: Gethsemane” 
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Hymn of the Day “Christ, the Life of All the Living” (LBW 97) 

 
Text: Ernst C. Homburg, 1605-1681; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1829-1878, alt.  Tune: Das grosse Cantionale, Darmstadt, 1687. 
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Profession of Faith The Nicene Creed 
C We believe in one God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth, 

of all that is, seen and unseen. 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally 

begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from 
true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father.  Through him 
all things were made.  For us and for our salvation he came down from 
heaven; by the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the 
virgin Mary, and was made man.  For our sake he was crucified under 
Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried.  On the third day he rose 
again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is 
seated at the right hand of the Father.  He will come again in glory to 
judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from 
the Father and the Son.  With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and 
glorified. He has spoken through the prophets.  We believe in one holy 
catholic and apostolic Church.  We acknowledge one Baptism for the 
forgiveness of sins.  We look for the resurrection of the dead, T and the 
life of the world to come.  Amen. 

Prayer of the Church 
P Gathered by the Spirit, let us return to the Lord our God and pray for the 

church, the world, and all who yearn for new life. 
 

During the season of Lent each petition ends with the phrase:  “Lord, in your mercy.” 
Please respond by saying: “Hear our prayer.” 

The prayers end with the words: 
P Almighty God, you have commanded us to pray, and you promise to hear us. 

Hear the prayers of your people and grant us all that we need, for the sake of 
the One in whose name we pray, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

C Amen. 

Blessing of Quilts, School Kits, and Clean-up Buckets 

Announcements 
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Offertory Prayer 
L Let us pray.  God our provider, 
C you have not fed us with bread alone, but with words of grace and life.  

Bless us and these your gifts, which we receive from your bounty, through 
Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT 

Great Thanksgiving 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
P Lift up your hearts. 
C We lift them up to the Lord. 
P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 

Preface 
P It is indeed right and salutary that we should at all times and in all places offer 

thanks and praise to you, O Lord, holy Father, through Christ our Lord.  You bid 
your people cleanse their hearts and prepare with joy for the paschal feast.  
Renew our zeal in faith and life, and bring us to the fullness of the grace that 
belongs to the children of God.  And so, with the Church on earth and the hosts 
of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

Sanctus
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Eucharistic Prayer 

Lord’s Prayer 
P Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray: 
C Our Father who art in heaven,  

     hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 
     Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against 
us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. 
Amen. 

Distribution 
Lutheran Christians believe and teach that in the Sacrament of the Altar, Christ’s body 
and blood are given to those who receive the bread and wine.  With the bread and 
wine, the gifts of His body and blood are given to Christ’s people for forgiveness of 
sins, strength for our journey of faith, and a foretaste of the heavenly banquet.  All 
who have been baptized into Christ's death and resurrection, and who trust His words 
that these gifts are given and shed for you for the forgiveness of sins, are invited to 
receive the Eucharist. 
Please follow the direction of the ushers to come to the Lord’s Table.  The bread will 
be distributed first.  Gluten-free wafers are available for those who may need these. 
Please indicate this to the pastor at the distribution.  The wine is then received by 
individual glasses only.  Non-alcoholic grape juice is available for those who for 
medical or recovery purposes must abstain from alcohol. 
Children who do not receive the Sacrament are invited to come forward and receive 
a blessing.  Please cross arms over chest so the pastor and lay assistant are able to 
distinguish children who do commune from those who do not yet receive the 
Sacrament. 
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Agnus Dei 

 

 

Music at the Distribution 
 “Just As I Am” (Sandra Eithun) 
  St. John’s Handbell Ensemble 
 “Just As I Am, without One Plea” (setting by Charles Callahan) 
 “Alas! And Did My Savior Bleed” (setting by Ruth E. Mackie) 
 “In the Cross of Christ I Glory” (setting by Lynn L. Peterson) 

Dismissal 
P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in 

true faith unto life everlasting. Depart T in peace. 
C Amen. 
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Prayer of Thanksgiving 
L Let us pray:  Merciful God, 
C accompany our journey through these forty days.  Renew us in the gift of 

Baptism, that we may provide for those who are poor, pray for those in 
need, fast from self-indulgence, and above all that we may find our 
treasure in the life of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen. 

Blessing 
P The Lord bless you and keep you. 
 The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
 The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 
C Amen. 

Sending 
L Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 

Closing Hymn “There in God’s Garden” (WOV 668) 

Stanza 1 – All Sing Stanza 3 – Low Voices 
Stanza 2 – High Voices Stanzas 4-6 – All Sing 

 
(continued on the next page) 
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Postlude “Prelude in E Minor” (J. S. Bach) 

T   T   T 

  



|  14  | 

Our Ministry Of Worship 

Officiant/Preacher Pastor Meehan 
Lay Assistant PJ Baunach 
Director of Music Susan Gobien 
Acolyte Grace Rempe 
Usher Cynthia Chen 
 Andfrew Ehlers 
Altar Care Karen Kemmet 
AV Operator Scott Budzien 
 Jurgen Gobien 
Welcome Host Denise Canter 

 
This weekend’s altar flowers 

are given by donations to the flower fund. 
T   T   T 

Please visit our website at www.sjlc.com for devotional readings for use in the week 
ahead or to learn more about our life together as a congregation. 

 
St. John's Lutheran Church · 5952 Franconia Road · Alexandria, VA 22310 

703-971-2210 
T   T   T 

To view the current edition of our electronic weekly newsletter, Midweek Update,  
scan this QR Code 

 
 

 
 
 
 

  

http://www.sjlc.com/
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Please join us for the following Lent and Easter worship services: 

 

Midweek Lenten Mediation with Holy Communion 
Wednesdays @ 12 Noon 

March 23, 30 and April 6, 13 
 

Palm Sunday 
April 10, 9:30 am 

 
Maundy Thursday 
April 14, 7:30 pm 

 
Good Friday – Stations of the Cross 

April 15, 12:00 Noon 
 

Easter Vigil 
Saturday, April 16, 7:30 pm 

 
Easter Sunday, April 17 

7:00 am Outdoor Sunrise Service 
9:30 am Indoor Worship Service 

Easter pastries after each service 
Egg Hunt following 9:30 service 
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