
 
“Christ is risen!  He is risen, indeed!” 

On this day the Lord has acted!  On the first day of the week God began creation, 
transforming darkness into light.  On this, the eighth day of the week, Jesus Christ 
was raised from the dead.  We celebrate this new creation in the waters of Baptism 
and in the feast of victory at the Lord’s table.  With great joy we celebrate this day of 
days, even as we begin the great fifty days of Easter.  Filled with hope, we go forth to 
share the news that Christ is risen! 

T   T   T 

Prayer Before Worship 
Thank you, Lord, for the great triumph that we celebrate today as your people.  You 
won the battle over sin and death, breaking their power on Good Friday.  On Easter 
morning, you declared your victory.  Make ready my heart and mind to hear anew 
the resurrection news as I say together with my fellow Christians: “Christ is risen!  He 
is risen indeed!” Amen.  

Pre-Service Music * 
 “Two Magnificats” (Pachelbel, 1653-1706) 
 “Three Dances” (Susato, 1500-1560) 
 “Two Pieces” (Wiliam Brade, 1560-1630) 
 “Two Ayros for Cornetts and Sagbuts” (John Adson, 1620) 

 *Brass selections will be chosen from the above titles. 

Easter Acclamation (please rise and face the processional cross at the back of the 
sanctuary) 
P Christ is risen! 
C He is risen indeed! 
L This is the day that the Lord has made. 
C We will rejoice and be glad in it. 
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P Christ, being raised from the dead, will never die again. 
C Death has no more power over him. 
L Christ is risen! 
C He is risen indeed!  Alleluia! 

Opening Hymn “Jesus Christ Is Risen Today” (LSB 457) 

 

 

 

 
Text: tr. Lyra Davidica, 1708, London, alt.; (sts. 1–3): Latin, 14th cent.; (st. 4): Charles Wesley, 1707–88  Tune: Lyra Davidica, 1708, London   
Text and tune: Public domain 

Greeting 
P Alleluia! Christ is risen. 
C He is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C And also with you. 
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Kyrie 
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Hymn of Praise 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Prayer for Easter Day 
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P Let us pray: 
Almighty God the Father, through Your only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ, You 
have overcome death and opened the gate of everlasting life to us. Grant that 
we, who celebrate with joy the day of our Lord’s resurrection, may be raised from 
the death of sin by Your life-giving Spirit; through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who 
lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

First Reading Job 19:23-27 
23“Oh that my words were written! 
 Oh that they were inscribed in a book! 
24Oh that with an iron pen and lead 
 they were engraved in the rock forever! 
25For I know that my Redeemer lives, 
 and at the last he will stand upon the earth. 
26And after my skin has been thus destroyed, 
 yet in my flesh I shall see God, 
27whom I shall see for myself, 
 and my eyes shall behold, and not another. 
 My heart faints within me!” 

L  The Word of the Lord. 
C  Thanks be to God. 

Psalm Psalm 16 
L  Preserve me, O God, 
 for in you I take refuge. 
C  I say to the LORD, “You are my Lord; 
 I have no good apart from you.” 
L  As for the saints in the land, 
 they are the excellent ones, 
 in whom is all my delight. 
C  The sorrows of those who run after another god shall multiply; 
 their drink offerings of blood I will not pour out 
 or take their names on my lips. 
L  The LORD is my chosen portion and my cup; 
 you hold my lot. 
C  The lines have fallen for me in pleasant places; 
 indeed, I have a beautiful inheritance. 
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L  I bless the LORD who gives me counsel; 
 in the night also my heart instructs me. 
C  I have set the LORD always before me; 
 because he is at my right hand, I shall not be shaken. 
L  Therefore my heart is glad, and my whole being rejoices; 
 my flesh also dwells secure. 
C  For you will not abandon my soul to Sheol, 
 or let your holy one see corruption. 
L  You make known to me the path of life; 
 in your presence there is fullness of joy; 
C at your right hand are pleasures forevermore. 

Epistle Reading Romans 8:15-18 
15For you did not receive the spirit of slavery to fall back into fear, but you have 
received the Spirit of adoption as sons, by whom we cry, “Abba! Father!” 16The Spirit 
himself bears witness with our spirit that we are children of God, 17and if children, 
then heirs—heirs of God and fellow heirs with Christ, provided we suffer with him in 
order that we may also be glorified with him. 
18For I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worth comparing 
with the glory that is to be revealed to us. 

L  The Word of the Lord. 
C  Thanks be to God. 

During the singing of the Gospel Acclamation, please stand  
and face the processional cross for the reading of the Holy Gospel. 
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Gospel Acclamation “I Know That My Redeemer Lives” (LSB 461, stanza 1) 

 

 

 
Text: Samuel Medley, 1738–99, abr.  Tune: attr. John C. Hatton, d. 1793  Text and tune: Public domain 

P  The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the twenty-eighth chapter. 
C  Glory to You, O Lord. 

Holy Gospel Matthew 28:1-11 
1Now after the Sabbath, toward the dawn of the first day of the week, Mary 
Magdalene and the other Mary went to see the tomb. 2And behold, there was a 
great earthquake, for an angel of the Lord descended from heaven and came and 
rolled back the stone and sat on it. 3His appearance was like lightning, and his 
clothing white as snow. 4And for fear of him the guards trembled and became like 
dead men. 5But the angel said to the women, “Do not be afraid, for I know that you 
seek Jesus who was crucified. 6He is not here, for he has risen, as he said. Come, see 
the place where he lay. 7Then go quickly and tell his disciples that he has risen from 
the dead, and behold, he is going before you to Galilee; there you will see him. See, 
I have told you.” 8So they departed quickly from the tomb with fear and great joy, 
and ran to tell his disciples. 9And behold, Jesus met them and said, “Greetings!” And 
they came up and took hold of his feet and worshiped him. 10Then Jesus said to 
them, “Do not be afraid; go and tell my brothers to go to Galilee, and there they will 
see me.” 
11While they were going, behold, some of the guard went into the city and told the 
chief priests all that had taken place. 

P  The Gospel of the Lord. 
C  Praise to you, O Christ. 
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“I Know That My Redeemer Lives” (LSB 461, stanza 2) 

 

 

 
Text: Samuel Medley, 1738–99, abr.  Tune: attr. John C. Hatton, d. 1793  Text and tune: Public domain 

Sermon “Places of the Passion: The Garden Tomb” 

Hymn of the Day “I Know That My Redeemer Lives” (LSB 461, stanzas 3-8) 

 

 

 
 

(stanzas 7 and 8 on the next page) 
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7) He lives and grants me daily breath; 
He lives, and I shall conquer death; 
He lives my mansion to prepare; 
He lives to bring me safely there. 

 
8) He lives, all glory to His name! 

He lives, my Jesus, still the same; 
Oh, the sweet joy this sentence gives: 
I know that my Redeemer lives! 

Text: Samuel Medley, 1738–99, abr.  Tune: attr. John C. Hatton, d. 1793  Text and tune: Public domain 

Profession of Faith The Nicene Creed 
We believe in one God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all 

that is, seen and unseen. 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten 

of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father.  Through him all things 
were made.  For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven; by the 
power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was 
made man.  For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered 
death and was buried.  On the third day he rose again in accordance with the 
Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the 
Father.  He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his 
kingdom will have no end.   

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from 
the Father and the Son.  With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and 
glorified. He has spoken through the prophets.  We believe in one holy 
catholic and apostolic Church.  We acknowledge one Baptism for the 
forgiveness of sins.  We look for the resurrection of the dead, T and the life 
of the world to come.  Amen. 

Prayers of the People 
P With a new heart and new life through Christ’s resurrection, let us pray for the 

church, the world, and all those who are in need. 
Special prayer requests are announced followed by a brief silence for private prayer. 

During the season of Easter each petition ends with the phrase:  “Lord, in your mercy.” 
Please respond by saying: “hear our prayer.” 

The prayers end with the words: 
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P Passing from darkness to light, from bondage to freedom, from death to life 
through Christ our risen Lord, we commend to you, gracious and ever-living 
God, all for whom we pray. 

C Amen. 
Following the prayers, the people may greet one another in the name of the Lord, 

saying, 
“Peace be with you,” as a sign of reconciliation and of the unity of the Spirit in the bond 

of peace 
(Matt. 5:22–24; Eph. 4:1–3). 

Offertory Prayer 
L Let us pray:  Blessed are you, 
C O God, ruler of heaven and earth. Day by day you shower us with blessings.  

As you have raised us to new life in Christ, give us glad and generous 
hearts, ready to praise you and to respond to those in need, through Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

Rite of Confession and Forgiveness 
P Let us confess our sins, trusting that God will forgive us and cleanse us from all 

unrighteousness through the redeeming work of our risen Savior, Jesus Christ.  
Silence is kept for reflection. 

P Faithful and just God, 
C we confess that we are captive to doubt and fear, bound by the ways that 

lead to death. We have not loved our sisters and brothers as you have first 
loved us. Forgive us, God of mercy. Let your Holy Spirit work in us to 
change our lives and make us new, that we may know the abundant life 
given in Jesus Christ, our risen Lord. Amen. 

P In this is love, not that we loved God but that He loved us and sent his Son to 
atone for our sins. In the name of T Jesus Christ, I declare to you that your sins 
are forgiven. Let the perfect love of God cast out fear, fill you with joy, and 
inspire you to live for others. 

C Amen. 
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Great Thanksgiving 

 

 

 

 

 
Preface for Easter 
P It is indeed right and salutary that we should at all times and in all places offer 

thanks and praise to you, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and ever-living God.  But 
chiefly are we bound to praise you for the glorious resurrection of our Lord; for 
he is the true Passover Lamb who gave himself to take away our sin, who by his 
death has destroyed death, and by his rising has brought us to eternal life.  And 
so with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses of the resurrection, with 
earth and sea and all their creatures, and with angels and archangels, cherubim 
and seraphim, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
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Sanctus 

 

 

 

 
Eucharistic Prayer  
P Holy, living, and loving God, we praise you for creating the heavens and the earth. 
C We bless you for bringing Noah and his family through the waters of the 

flood, for freeing your people Israel from the bonds of slavery, and for 
sending your Son to be our Redeemer. 

P We give you thanks for Jesus who, living among us, 
C healed the sick, fed the hungry, and with a love stronger than death, gave 

his life for others. 

P In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:  

 Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.  Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, 

saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people 
for the forgiveness of sin.  Do this for the remembrance of me. 

C Remembering, therefore, his life-giving death and glorious resurrection, we 
await your promised life for all this dying world. 

P Breathe your Spirit on us and on this bread and cup: carry us in your arms from 
death to life, that we may live as your chosen ones, clothed in the righteousness 
of Christ. 

C Through him all glory and honor is yours, Almighty Father, with the Holy 
Spirit, in your holy Church, both now and forever.  Amen. 
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Lord’s Prayer 
P Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray: 
C Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily 
bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass 
against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For 
thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  
Amen. 

Agnus Dei 

 

 

 

 

Distribution 
Lutheran Christians believe and teach that in the Sacrament of the Altar, Christ’s body 
and blood are given to those who receive the bread and wine.  With the bread and 
wine, the gifts of His body and blood are given to Christ’s people for forgiveness of 
sins, strength for our journey of faith, and a foretaste of the heavenly banquet.  All 
who have been baptized into Christ's death and resurrection, and who trust His words 
that these gifts are given and shed for you for the forgiveness of sins, are invited to 
receive the Eucharist. 
Please follow the direction of the ushers to come to the Lord’s Table.  The bread will 
be distributed first.  Gluten-free wafers are available for those who may need these. 
Please indicate this to the pastor at the distribution.  The wine is then received by 
individual glasses only.  Non-alcoholic grape juice is available for those who for 
medical or recovery purposes must abstain from alcohol. 
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Children who do not receive the Sacrament are invited to come forward and receive 
a blessing.  Please cross arms over chest so the pastor and lay assistant are able to 
distinguish children who do commune from those who do not yet receive the 
Sacrament. 

Music at the Distribution 
 “Now All the Vault of Heaven Resounds” (Cathy Moklebust) 
  St. John’s Handbell Ensemble 
 “Let the Trumpet Sound” (Natalie Sleeth) 
  The Adult Choir 
 “How Can I Keep from Singing” (go to last page) 
 “Alleluia! Christ Is Risen!” (James Kirkby) 
  John Wright, Dave Haglund, Dennis Ferry-trumpet 
  The Adult Choir 
 * “Sheep May Safely Graze” (J. S. Bach, 1685-1750) 
 “Savior Like a Shepherd Lead Us” (William Bradbury, 1816-1868) 
 “Ode to Joy” (Beethoven, 1770-1827) 
 “The Strife Is O’er” (Palestrina, 1525-1594) 
 “He Arose” (Lowry, 1826-1899) 
 “The Rejoicing” (Handel, 1685-1759) 
 Above pieces arranged by Jack Tilbury for the brass ensemble. 

 *Brass selections will be chosen from the above titles. 

Dismissal from the Table 
P The Body and Blood of our risen Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you 

in his grace. 
C Amen. 
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Post-Communion Canticle 

 

 

 

 
Prayer of Thanksgiving 
L Let us pray:  Life-giving God, 
C we give you thanks for nourishing us with the bread of heaven and the 

wine of love, Jesus our risen Savior. As you send us into the world, guard us 
from the power of evil, keep us in unity with all your people, and by your 
Spirit move us to testify to your grace in our words and actions; through 
Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Blessing 
P Almighty God, who raised our Lord Jesus from death, 

lift you up and restore you to wholeness. 
Jesus Christ, the Word of life who is risen from the dead, and who lives and 
reigns to all eternity, bless you and send you to be his witnesses. 
God the Holy Spirit, who renews the whole earth, 
refresh you in the gift of Baptism this day and always. 

C Amen. 

Sending 
L Christ is risen! 
C He is risen indeed! Alleluia! 
L Go in peace.  Share the good news.  Alleluia! 
C Thanks be to God. Alleluia! 
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Closing Hymn “On Our Way Rejoicing” (LBW 260) 
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Postlude * 

 “God of Grace” (Paul Manz) 
 “Exultate Deo” (Palestrina, 1525-1594) 
 “Scherzo and Lied” (Maurer, 1789-1878) 
 “Sonata from Die Bänkelsängerlieder” (Anonymous, 1684) 
 Spring and Autumn from “The Four Seasons” (Vivaldi, 1678-1741) 
 Voluntary on “Old 100th” (Purcell, 1658-1695) 

* Brass selections will be chosen from the above titles. 

T   T   T 

Our Ministry Of Worship 

Officiant/Preacher Pastor Meehan 
Lay Assistant Mark Guilfoil 
Communion Lay Assistant Mike Nordvall 
 Tish Nordvall 
Director of Music Susan Gobien 
Acolyte Caroline Ehlers 
Crucifer Amelia Ehlers 
Usher Patte Crampton 
 Fred Esposito 
 Barbara Pate 
 Mike Waring 
Altar Care Cathy Long 
AV Operator Greg Auld 
 Mark Gilbertson 
Welcome Host Jan Swicord 
 
Brass Ensemble 

 
John Wright - trumpet Joe Cradler – French horn 
Dave Haglund - trumpet Phil Franke – trombone/euphonium 
Dennis Ferry - trumpet John Cradler – tuba 

T   T   T 
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This weekend’s Altar Flowers are given by 
The Jacobs Family in honor of Jesus Christ our risen Lord. 

 

This weekend’s Easter Flowers are given by 
 

Donor Dedication 
St. John’s Congregation In honor of Susan Gobien’s service to God and 
 St. John’s 
Megan Askew In memory of John Lane 
 In thanksgiving for my Askew and Ryder families 
Sarah Finger In memory of Retha Finger and Brecken Poppe 
Mark & Jean Gilbertson In memory of Bruce Gilbertson 
Brian & Christy Hoins 
Eric & Andrea Klanderman To the glory of God 
Meehan Family In honor of the risen Christ 
John & Ethel Sullivan In memory of loved ones 

T   T   T 

Please visit our website at www.sjlc.com for devotional readings for use in the week 
ahead or to learn more about our life together as a congregation. 

 
St. John's Lutheran Church · 5952 Franconia Road · Alexandria, VA 22310 

703-971-2210 
T   T   T 

To view the current edition of our electronic weekly newsletter, Midweek Update,  
scan this QR Code 

 

 
  

http://www.sjlc.com/


|  19  | 

Acknowledgments 
Holy Communion, Setting One from “Lutheran Service Book” © 2006 Concordia 
Publishing House. All rights reserved. 
Unless otherwise indicated, all scripture quotations are from The Holy Bible, English 
Standard Version, copyright © 2001 by Crossway Bibles, a division of Good News 
Publishers.  Used by permission. All rights reserved. 
Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2006 Concordia Publishing House. 
LSB Hymn License 200-2399.  LS Builder Support NH 200-299. 
Reprinted/Podcast/Streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-701520. All 
rights reserved. 
Now All the Vault of Heaven Resounds, Cathy Moklebust, “Adoration Thanks and 
Praise” © 2021, Choristers Guild. All rights reserved. 
Let the Trumpet Sound, Natalie Sleeth, “Cantate” © 1984 Hinshaw Music Co. Inc. All 
rights reserved. 
How Can I Keep from Singing, Robert A. Hobby © 1995 MorningStar Music 
Publishers. All rights reserved. 
Alleluia! Christ Is Risen! James Kirkby, #4756 Permission granted by St. James Music 
Press. All rights reserved. 
Sheep May Safely Graze, Savior Like a Shepherd, Lead Us, Ode to Joy, The Strife is 
O’er, He Arose and The Rejoicing, arranged by Jack Tilbury. Used with permission. 
God of Grace, arr. Paul Manz, “Ten Chorale Improvisations, Set 5” © 1974 Concordia 
Publishing House. All rights reserved. 
  



|  20  | 

Distribution “How Can I Keep from Singing” 

 


