
Fourth Sunday of Easter 
Good Shepherd Sunday 
May 8, 2022 – 9:30 a.m. 
Divine Service, Setting One, Lutheran Service Book 

Prayer before worship: 
Risen Lord Jesus Christ, we come before you this day thankful for your glorious 
resurrection. Scatter doubt and uncertainty, and confirm our faith and trust in you.  Come 
into our midst this day with your life-giving presence and bestow upon us your saving 
peace.  Amen. 

T   T   T 
Prelude "Sheep May Safely Graze" (J.S. Bach) 

Once the acolyte has lit the candles on the altar, please refrain from conversation and put 
away newsletters and other distractions in preparation for this holy time in the Lord’s house. 

Ringing of the Bells 

Welcome 

Confession and Absolution 

The sign of the cross made be made in remembrance of Baptism 

P In the name of the Father, and of the T Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 
P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 
C But if we confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins and 

cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
Silence for reflection on God’s Word and self-examination 

P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 
C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have 

sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by 
what we have left undone.  We have not loved You with our whole heart; we 
have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  We justly deserve Your present and 
eternal punishment. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.  
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in 
Your ways, to the glory of Your holy name.  Amen. 
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P Almighty God, in his mercy, has given His Son to die for you and, for His sake, forgives 
you all your sins.  As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by his authority, I 
therefore forgive you all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the T Son, and of 
the Holy Spirit.  

C Amen. 

Entrance Hymn “Savior, Like a Shepherd Lead Us” (LSB 711) 
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Text: Hymns for the Young, 1836, 4th ed., London, alt.  Tune: William B. Bradbury, 1816–68  Text and tune: Public domain 

Greeting 
P Alleluia! Christ is risen. 
C He is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 

Spirit be with you all. 
C And also with you. 

Kyrie 
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Hymn of Praise 
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Prayer of the Day 

 

 
P Let us pray: 

Almighty God, merciful Father, since You have wakened from death the Shepherd of 
Your sheep, grant us Your Holy Spirit that when we hear the voice of our Shepherd we 
may know Him who calls us each by name and follow where He leads; through the 
same Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

Children’s Message 

First Reading Acts 20:17-35 
17Now from Miletus [Paul] sent to Ephesus and called the elders of the church to come to 
him. 18And when they came to him, he said to them: 
“You yourselves know how I lived among you the whole time from the first day that I set 
foot in Asia, 19serving the Lord with all humility and with tears and with trials that 
happened to me through the plots of the Jews; 20how I did not shrink from declaring to 
you anything that was profitable, and teaching you in public and from house to 
house, 21testifying both to Jews and to Greeks of repentance toward God and of faith in 
our Lord Jesus Christ. 22And now, behold, I am going to Jerusalem, constrained by the 
Spirit, not knowing what will happen to me there, 23except that the Holy Spirit testifies to 
me in every city that imprisonment and afflictions await me. 24But I do not account my life 
of any value nor as precious to myself, if only I may finish my course and the ministry that 
I received from the Lord Jesus, to testify to the gospel of the grace of God. 25And now, 
behold, I know that none of you among whom I have gone about proclaiming the 
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kingdom will see my face again. 26Therefore I testify to you this day that I am innocent of 
the blood of all of you, 27for I did not shrink from declaring to you the whole counsel of 
God. 28Pay careful attention to yourselves and to all the flock, in which the Holy Spirit has 
made you overseers, to care for the church of God, which he obtained with his own 
blood. 29I know that after my departure fierce wolves will come in among you, not sparing 
the flock; 30and from among your own selves will arise men speaking twisted things, to 
draw away the disciples after them. 31Therefore be alert, remembering that for three years 
I did not cease night or day to admonish everyone with tears. 32And now I commend you 
to God and to the word of his grace, which is able to build you up and to give you the 
inheritance among all those who are sanctified. 33I coveted no one’s silver or gold or 
apparel. 34You yourselves know that these hands ministered to my necessities and to 
those who were with me. 35In all things I have shown you that by working hard in this way 
we must help the weak and remember the words of the Lord Jesus, how he himself said, 
‘It is more blessed to give than to receive.’” 

L  This is the Word of the Lord. 
C  Thanks be to God. 

Psalm (read responsively) Psalm 23 
L  The LORD is my shepherd; 
 I shall not want. 
C  He makes me lie down in green pastures. 
 He leads me beside still waters. 
L  He restores my soul. 
 He leads me in paths of righteousness for his name’s sake. 
C  Even though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, 
 I will fear no evil, for you are with me; 
 your rod and your staff, they comfort me. 
L  You prepare a table before me 
 in the presence of my enemies; 
 you anoint my head with oil; 
 my cup overflows. 
C Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me 
 all the days of my life, 
 and I shall dwell in the house of the LORD forever. 

Epistle Revelation 7:9-17 
9After this I looked, and behold, a great multitude that no one could number, from every 
nation, from all tribes and peoples and languages, standing before the throne and before 
the Lamb, clothed in white robes, with palm branches in their hands, 10and crying out with 
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a loud voice, “Salvation belongs to our God who sits on the throne, and to the 
Lamb!” 11And all the angels were standing around the throne and around the elders and 
the four living creatures, and they fell on their faces before the throne and worshiped 
God, 12saying, “Amen! Blessing and glory and wisdom and thanksgiving and honor and 
power and might be to our God forever and ever! Amen.” 
13Then one of the elders addressed me, saying, “Who are these, clothed in white robes, 
and from where have they come?” 14I said to him, “Sir, you know.” And he said to me, 
“These are the ones coming out of the great tribulation. They have washed their robes 
and made them white in the blood of the Lamb. 

15“Therefore they are before the throne of God, 
 and serve him day and night in his temple; 
 and he who sits on the throne will shelter them with his presence. 
16They shall hunger no more, neither thirst anymore; 
 the sun shall not strike them, 
 nor any scorching heat. 
17For the Lamb in the midst of the throne will be their shepherd, 
 and he will guide them to springs of living water, 
and God will wipe away every tear from their eyes.” 

L  This is the Word of the Lord. 
C  Thanks be to God. 

Alleluia and Verse 

 

 

Holy Gospel John 10:22-30 
Please join in reading aloud the highlighted portion of Scripture 

and consider committing this passage to memory in the week ahead. 
P  The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the tenth chapter. 
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22At that time the Feast of Dedication took place at Jerusalem. It was winter, 23and Jesus 
was walking in the temple, in the colonnade of Solomon. 24So the Jews gathered around 
him and said to him, “How long will you keep us in suspense? If you are the Christ, tell us 
plainly.” 25Jesus answered them, “I told you, and you do not believe. The works that I do in 
my Father’s name bear witness about me, 26but you do not believe because you are not 
part of my flock. 27My sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and they follow me. 28I 
give them eternal life, and they will never perish, and no one will snatch them out 
of my hand. 29My Father, who has given them to me, is greater than all, and no one is 
able to snatch them out of the Father’s hand. 30I and the Father are one.” 

P  This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

 
Sermon “Safe with the Shepherd” 

Hymn of the Day “The King of Love My Shepherd Is” (LSB 709) 

 

 

 
 

(stanzas 5 and 6 on the next page)  
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5) Thou spreadst a table in my sight; 

Thine unction grace bestoweth; 
And, oh, what transport of delight 
From Thy pure chalice floweth! 

 
6) And so through all the length of days 

Thy goodness faileth never; 
Good Shepherd, may I sing Thy praise 
Within Thy house forever! 

Text: Henry W. Baker, 1821–77  Tune: Irish, c. 18th cent.  Text and tune: Public domain 

Profession of Faith The Nicene Creed 
We believe in one God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that 

is, seen and unseen. 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of 

the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, 
not made, of one Being with the Father.  Through him all things were made.  For 
us and for our salvation he came down from heaven; by the power of the Holy 
Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made man.  For our 
sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried.  On 
the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into 
heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  He will come again in glory 
to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the 
Father and the Son.  With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 
He has spoken through the prophets.  We believe in one holy catholic and 
apostolic Church.  We acknowledge one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  We 
look for the resurrection of the dead, T and the life of the world to come.  Amen. 

Reception of New Members 
The congregational companions of those desiring to become members present them to the 
pastor at the altar.  As each candidate is named, they are invited to step forward to the 
altar rail. 

P Dear friends in Christ, the members of our congregation are glad that you are to 
become part of our Christian fellowship here at St. John’s.  As a member of St. John's 
Lutheran Church, you are to be an active participant in the ministry that we share, a 
servant with us in the kingdom of God by His grace.  In response to God’s full and 
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free gift of forgiveness and new life through His Son, I exhort you to attend corporate 
worship as a member of the body of Christ, make diligent use of the means of grace, 
and lead a righteous and godly life.  Support the work of that the Lord gives us as His 
people in this congregation with your prayers, your time, and your resources, both 
material and intangible.  Walk with us at St. John's as a forgiven people who are 
gathered around the cross, formed and fueled by God’s grace, and go out into the 
world to invite all people to a life transformed by Jesus Christ.  This is the fellowship 
that we share, the community into which you are about to be received as members of 
St. John's Lutheran Church. 
In response to God’s word in the Scriptures and enabled by the Holy Spirit, we now 
ask you to speak your covenant commitment to living out the fellowship that we 
share: 

C And let us consider how to stir up one another to love and good works, not 
neglecting to meet together, as is the habit of some, but encouraging one 
another, and all the more as you see the Day drawing near. (Hebrews 10:24-25) 

R I will strive to GATHER often with this community of faith through regular 
participation in corporate worship life and fellowship with other members of the body 
of Christ. 

C For as in one body we have many members, and the members do not all have 
the same function, so we, though many, are one body in Christ, and individually 
members one of another.  Having gifts that differ according to the grace given 
to us, let us use them. (Romans 12:4-6a) 

R Recognizing that Christ will DISCIPLE me through God’s gifts of Word and Sacrament, 
I will strive to walk with our Lord through prayer and the practice of spiritual 
disciplines, growing in faith, engaged in regular reading and study of the Scriptures, 
individually and with fellow Christians. 

C For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also. (Matthew 6:21) 
R I will strive to MANAGE all the resources God has given me, tangible and intangible – 

in response to all that God in Christ has done for me – and offer my time, talents, and 
treasure in service at St. John’s and in the world, committing to serving in at least one 
ministry of the church. 

C Oh give thanks to the Lord; call upon his name; make known his deeds among 
the peoples! Sing to him, sing praises to him; tell of all his wondrous works! 
(Psalm 105:1-2) 

R I will strive to INVITE others to a relationship with Jesus Christ through my words and 
actions with the help of the Holy Spirit.  I will pray for wisdom to recognize witness 
opportunities and for boldness to share my faith. 
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P Is this, then, your sincere desire and intention? 
R Yes, with the help of God. 

P Members of St. John’s Lutheran Church: you have heard the promise made this day 
by these people who have declared their desire to walk with us on their journey of 
faith.  What is your response? 

C We welcome you into the Lord's family.  We receive you as fellow members of 
the body of Christ, children of the same heavenly Father, and workers with us in 
the kingdom of God. 

Prayers of the People 
P Rejoicing with all the witnesses of the resurrection, let us pray in confidence for the 

church, the world, and all who are in need. 

Special prayer requests are announced followed by a brief silence for private prayer. 
During the season of Easter each petition ends with the phrase:  “Hear us, O God.” 

Please respond by saying: “Your mercy is great.” 
The prayers end with the words: 

P In resurrection hope we commend to you all for whom we pray, trusting in the 
promise of new life; through Jesus Christ, our risen Savior. 

C Amen. 

Following the prayers, the people may greet one another in the name of the Lord, saying, 
“Peace be with you,” as a sign of reconciliation and of the unity of the Spirit in the bond of 

peace (Matt. 5:22–24; Eph. 4:1–3). 

Announcements 

Offertory Prayer 
L Let us pray:  Blessed are you, 
C O God, ruler of heaven and earth. Day by day you shower us with blessings.  As 

you have raised us to new life in Christ, give us glad and generous hearts, ready 
to praise you and to respond to those in need, through Jesus Christ, our Savior 
and Lord. Amen. 
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Service of the Sacrament 

Preface 

 

 

 

 

 

 
P It is indeed right and salutary that we should at all times and in all places offer thanks 

and praise to you, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and ever-living God.  But chiefly are 
we bound to praise you for the glorious resurrection of our Lord; for he is the true 
Passover Lamb who gave himself to take away our sin, who by his death has destroyed 
death, and by his rising has brought us to eternal life.  And so with Mary Magdalene 
and Peter and all the witnesses of the resurrection, with earth and sea and all their 
creatures, and with angels and archangels, cherubim and seraphim, we praise your 
name and join their unending hymn: 

Sanctus 
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Prayer of Thanksgiving 
P Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy on those whom 

You created and sent Your only-begotten Son into our flesh to bear our sin and be our 
Savior. With repentant joy we receive the salvation accomplished for us by the all-
availing sacrifice of His body and His blood on the cross. 
Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg You, O Lord, to forgive, 
renew, and strengthen us with Your Word and Spirit. Grant us faithfully to eat His body 
and drink His blood as He bids us do in His own testament.  Gather us together, we 
pray, from the ends of the earth to celebrate with all the faithful the marriage feast of 
the Lamb in His kingdom, which has no end.  Graciously receive our prayers; deliver 
and preserve us. To You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor, and worship, with the Son 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

The Words of Our Lord 
P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He 

had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is 
My T body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 
In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He 
gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My T 
blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink 
it, in remembrance of Me.” 

 As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death until He 
comes. 

C Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 
P O Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, in giving us Your body and blood to eat 

and to drink, You lead us to remember and confess Your holy cross and passion, Your 
blessed death, Your rest in the tomb, Your resurrection from the dead, Your ascension 
into heaven, and Your coming for the final judgment. So remember us in Your kingdom 
and teach us to pray: 
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Lord's Prayer 
C Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy 

will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and 
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and 
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 

Pax Domini 
P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C Amen. 

Agnus Dei 

 

 

 

 

Distribution of Holy Communion 
Lutheran Christians believe and teach that in the Sacrament of the Altar, Christ’s body and 
blood are given to those who receive the bread and wine.  With the bread and wine, the 
gifts of His body and blood are given to Christ’s people for forgiveness of sins, strength for 
our journey of faith, and a foretaste of the heavenly banquet.  All who have been baptized 
into Christ's death and resurrection, and who trust His words that these gifts are given and 
shed for you for the forgiveness of sins, are invited to receive the Eucharist. 
Please follow the direction of the ushers to come to the Lord’s Table.  The bread will be 
distributed first.  Gluten-free wafers are available for those who may need these. Please 
indicate this to the pastor at the distribution.  The wine is then received by individual glasses 
only.  Non-alcoholic grape juice is available for those who for medical or recovery purposes 
must abstain from alcohol. 
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Children who do not receive the Sacrament are invited to come forward and receive a 
blessing.  Please cross arms over chest so the pastor and lay assistant are able to distinguish 
children who do commune from those who do not yet receive the Sacrament. 

Music at Distribution: 
 Two Variations on "I Am Jesus' Little Lamb" (J Wayne Kerr) 
 "The Lord's My Shepherd" (David Cherwien) 
 "He Leadeth Me" (David Cherwien) 

Post-Communion Canticle 

 

 

 

 
Post-Communion Collect 

A Let us pray: 
We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this salutary 
gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the same 
in faith toward You and fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your 
Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. 

C Amen. 

Benediction 
P The Lord bless you and keep you.  The Lord make His face shine on you and be 

gracious to you.  The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 
C Amen. 
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Recessional Hymn “Have No Fear, Little Flock” (LSB 735) 

 

 

 
Text (sts. 2–4): Marjorie A. Jillson, 1931–2010  Text (st. 1) and tune: Heinz Werner Zimmermann, 1930  Text and tune: © 1973 Concordia Publishing House. 
Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005318 

Postlude "Rondo" (John Bull) 
T   T   T 
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Our Ministry Of Worship 

Officiant/Preacher Pastor Meehan 
Welcome & Children’s Message DCE Jennifer Hills 
Lay Assistant Angie Stiens 
Interim Organist Lois Lehrer 
Acolyte Jenna Swale 
Crucifer Michael Swale 
Usher Cynthia Chen 
 Andrew Ehlers 
Altar Care Paulette Korns 
AV Operator Mark Gilbertson 
 Matt Herron 
Welcome Host Tish Nordvall 

 

T   T   T 

This weekend’s altar flowers 
are given by donations to the flower fund. 

 
Please visit our website at www.sjlc.com for devotional readings for use in the week ahead 

or to learn more about our life together as a congregation. 
 

St. John's Lutheran Church · 5952 Franconia Road · Alexandria, VA 22310 
703-971-2210 

T   T   T 

To view the current edition of our electronic weekly newsletter, Midweek Update,  
scan this QR Code 

 

 
  

http://www.sjlc.com/
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