
SERVICE OF REMEMBRANCE AND THANKSGIVING 

for the life of 

Laura Augusta Varner 
August 16, 1918 – June 23, 2022 

St. John's Lutheran Church - Alexandria, Virginia 

Saturday in the Third Week after Pentecost 
July 2, 2022 – 10:00 a.m. 

T   T   T 

Pre-Service Music “The Lord’s My Shepherd” (David Cherwien) 
 “Children of the Heavenly Father” (Melvin Rotermund) 
 “O God Our Help in Ages Past” – theme and two variations 
 (Paul Manz) 
 “Bist Du Bei Mir” (J.S. Bach) 
 “If You But Trust in God to Guide You” (David Cherwien) 

Welcome 

Opening Rite Please stand and face the back of the church 
P In the Name of the Father, and of the T Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 

The casket is covered with the funeral pall, reminding us of how 
in Baptism we are clothed with the righteousness of Jesus Christ. 

P In Holy Baptism, Laura was clothed with the robe of Christ’s righteousness that 
covered all his sin. St. Paul says:  “Do you not know that all of us who have been 
baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death?” 

C We were buried therefore with him by Baptism into death, so that as Christ 
was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, we too might walk in 
newness of life.  For if we have been united with him in a death like his, we 
shall certainly be united with him in a resurrection like his. 

(Romans 6:3-5) 
P Christ is risen! 
C He is risen indeed! 
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Processional Hymn “I Know That My Redeemer Lives” (LSB 461) 

 

 

 
Text: Samuel Medley, 1738–99, abr.  Tune: attr. John C. Hatton, d. 1793  Text and tune: Public domain 

Opening Sentences 
P Through Holy Baptism, our gracious God forgives sin and creates new life.  In 

Baptism, we are reborn to a new life where we know God as the loving, forgiving 
Father that He is.  While we live, this new life is nourished by God's Word and the 
Sacraments.  As we grow in God's grace, our faith becomes more mature.  
Understanding and wisdom are coupled together with compassion and 
servanthood.  God's people become more Christ-like. 
The hope and joy which we have in Christ does not end at the grave.  God's loving 
purposes for his people are not destroyed by death.  Rather, death becomes the 
gateway to eternal life with God in heaven.  The grave for God's people is not the 
end, but the beginning which brings about God's ultimate purpose for his people. 

 Today, we are gathered here to remember and to celebrate the life given to our 
sister, Laura, who now lives with Christ in heaven.  We grieve, and yet we hope.  
We are sad, yet we are able to celebrate and give thanks for the hope of the 
resurrection.  Our faith in Christ reminds us that no matter how painful death may 
be, it is ultimately victory, not defeat.  Because Christ lives, Laura lives.  This is our 
faith, our hope, and our joy. 



-3- 

Prayer 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
P Let us pray: 
 O God of grace and mercy, we give you thanks for your loving-kindness shown to 

Laura and to all your servants who, having finished their course of faith, now rest 
from their labors. Grant that we also may be faithful unto death and receive the 
crown of eternal life; through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God now and forever. 

C Amen. 

A Life Remembered Dana Lowry 
 Gary Varner 

First Reading Ecclesiastes 3:1-8 
1For everything there is a season, and a time for every matter under heaven: 

2a time to be born, and a time to die; 
a time to plant, and a time to pluck up what is planted; 
3a time to kill, and a time to heal; 
a time to break down, and a time to build up; 
4a time to weep, and a time to laugh; 
a time to mourn, and a time to dance; 
5a time to cast away stones, and a time to gather stones together; 
a time to embrace, and a time to refrain from embracing; 
6a time to seek, and a time to lose; 
a time to keep, and a time to cast away; 
7a time to tear, and a time to sew; 
a time to keep silence, and a time to speak; 
8a time to love, and a time to hate; 
a time for war, and a time for peace. 

L  This is the Word of the Lord. 
C  Thanks be to God. 
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Psalmody  (Read in unison) Psalm 23 
The Lord is my shepherd; I shall not want. 
He maketh me to lie down in green pastures:  
He leadeth me beside the still waters. 
He restoreth my soul:  He leadeth me in the paths of righteousness for his 

name’s sake. 
Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no 

evil:  for thou art with me; thy rod and thy staff they comfort me. 
Thou preparest a table before me in the presence of mine enemies:  thou 

anointest my head with oil; my cup runneth over. 
Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life:  and I will 

dwell in the house of the Lord forever. 

Epistle Reading 2 Timothy 4:5-8 
5As for you, always be sober-minded, endure suffering, do the work of an 
evangelist, fulfill your ministry. 
6For I am already being poured out as a drink offering, and the time of my 
departure has come. 7I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have 
kept the faith. 8Henceforth there is laid up for me the crown of righteousness, which 
the Lord, the righteous judge, will award to me on that Day, and not only to me but 
also to all who have loved his appearing. 

L  This is the Word of the Lord. 
C  Thanks be to God. 

Please stand 

Holy Gospel John 15:9-13 
P  The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the fifteenth chapter. 

C  Glory to you, O Lord. 
9 “As the Father loved Me, I also have loved you; abide in My love. 10 If you keep My 
commandments, you will abide in My love, just as I have kept My Father’s 
commandments and abide in His love. 
11 “These things I have spoken to you, that My joy may remain in you, and that your 
joy may be full. 12 This is My commandment, that you love one another as I have 
loved you. 13 Greater love has no one than this, than to lay down one’s life for his 
friends. 

L  This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C  Praise to you, O Christ. 
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Hymn “How Great Thou Art” (LSB 801) 
1 O Lord my God, when I in awesome wonder 

Consider all the works Thy hand hath made, 
I see the stars, I hear the mighty thunder, 
Thy pow’r throughout the universe displayed; 

Refrain 
Then sings my soul, my Savior God, to Thee, 
How great Thou art! How great Thou art! 
Then sings my soul, my Savior God, to Thee, 
How great Thou art! How great Thou art! 

2 When through the woods and forest glades I wander, 
I hear the birds sing sweetly in the trees; 
When I look down from lofty mountain grandeur 
And hear the brook and feel the gentle breeze; 
(Refrain) 

3 But when I think that God, His Son not sparing, 
Sent Him to die, I scarce can take it in— 
That on the cross my burden gladly bearing 
He bled and died to take away my sin; 
(Refrain) 

4 When Christ shall come with shout of acclamation 
And take me home, what joy shall fill my heart! 
Then I shall bow in humble adoration 
And there proclaim: “My God, how great Thou art!” (Refrain) 

Homily 

Profession of Faith  The Apostles’ Creed 
P God has made us his people through our Baptism into Christ. Living together in 

trust and hope, we confess our faith. 

C I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.  
 I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.  He was conceived by the 

power of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary.  He suffered under 
Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.  He descended into hell.  
On the third day he rose again.  He ascended into heaven, and is seated at 
the right hand of the Father.  He will come again to judge the living and the 
dead.  
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 I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of 
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 
everlasting. Amen. 

 
“Just As I Am, Without One Plea” (sts. 1, 2, 5, 6) (LSB 570) 

 

 

 
Text: Charlotte Elliott, 1789–1871.  Tune: William B. Bradbury, 1816–68.  Text and tune: Public domain. 

Prayers of the People (please kneel or be seated) 
P Trusting in the promise of eternal life given to us in Christ's death and resurrection, 

we come before our Lord in prayer: 
P O God the Father in heaven, 
C have mercy on us. 
P O God the Son, Redeemer of the world, 
C have mercy on us. 
P O God the Holy Spirit,  
C have mercy on us and grant us your peace. 
P Lord Jesus Christ, dying, you destroyed our death; rising, you restored our life.  We 

give you thanks and praise for the hope of the resurrection and the life to come 
which we have in you.  Give us your comfort in our need.  Lord, in your mercy; 

C Hear our prayer. 
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P Loving Father, give your gracious presence and your saving peace to Laura’s 
family: to her son, Gary and his wife, Connie; granddaughter, Dana Elizabeth; and 
great-grandsons, William Stewart and Patrick Walker. Surround them with your 
love and comfort them with your strength to meet the days ahead knowing that 
you are with them always, even to the end of the world.  Lord, in your mercy; 

C Hear our prayer. 
P Merciful God, you sent your Son, our Savior, Jesus Christ, to bring life and 

immortality to light.  We give you thanks because by his death Jesus destroyed 
the power of death and by his resurrection he has opened the kingdom of heaven 
to all believers.  Make us certain that because he lives we shall live also, and that 
neither death nor life, nor things present nor things to come shall be able to 
separate us from your love which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.  Lord, in your mercy; 

C Hear our prayer. 
P O God, the generations rise and pass away before you.  You are the strength of 

those who labor, and the rest of the blessed dead. We rejoice in the company of 
your saints.  We remember all who have lived in faith, all who have peacefully died, 
and especially those most dear to us who now rest in you.  Give us, we pray, our 
portion with those who have trusted in you and have lived out your gracious will 
in their lives.  To your name, with the Church on earth, and the Church in heaven, 
we give all honor and glory, now and forever.  Lord, in your mercy; 

C Hear our prayer. 
P Gracious God, hear our prayers and receive them for the sake of the crucified and 

risen One, our Savior Jesus Christ. 
C Amen. 

Lord’s Prayer 
P Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray: 
C Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the 
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 

Please stand 
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Commendation 
P Into your hands, merciful Savior, we commend your servant, Laura.  In the sure and 

certain hope of our resurrection in Christ, we trust that you acknowledge a sheep 
of your own fold, a lamb of your own flock, a sinner of your own redeeming, and 
receive her into the arms of your mercy, into the blessed rest of everlasting peace, 
and into the glorious company of the saints in light. 

C Amen. 

Benediction 
P The God of peace, who brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus Christ, the 

great shepherd of the sheep, through the blood of the everlasting covenant, make 
you perfect in every good work to do his will, working in you that which is well-
pleasing in his sight; through Jesus Christ, to whom be glory forever and ever.  The 
blessing of Almighty God, Father, T Son, and Holy Spirit, be with you always. 

C Amen. 
P Let us go forth in peace. 
C In the Name of Christ. 
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Recessional Hymn “Nearer, My God, to Thee” 

 
Postlude “Lord, Let at Last Thine Angels Come” (Richard T. Gore) 
 “Beautiful Savior” (David Cherwien) 

T   T   T 
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Following the service, you are cordially invited to a reception 
in the Fellowship Hall at St. John’s. 

Interment will take place at 2:00 pm today 
National Memorial Park 

7482 Lee Highway 
Falls Church, 22042 

 

In lieu of flowers, contributions may be sent to: 

St. John’s Lutheran Church 
5952 Franconia Road 

Alexandria, Virginia 22310 

Please indicate that your memorial is in memory of Laura Varner. 

T   T   T 
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Serving This Day: 

Officiant/Preacher Rev. John S. Meehan 
Organist Lois Lehrer 
Crucifer Steve Tracy 
Ushers Andrew Ehlers 
 Barbara Pate 
Reader William Lowry 
Pallbearers Patrick Lowry 
 William Lowry 

AV Team Scott Budzien 
Mark Gilbertson 
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Laura Augusta Varner 

 

 
 
Laura Augusta Varner was born in Parma, Missouri, on August 16, 1918, to Adolph 
and Minnie Lueker.  Laura was the youngest of five children and had two brothers 
(Karl and Wilbur (Pete)) and two sisters (Elvera and Bertha).  Laura’s father passed 
away from kidney cancer when she was 10 years old.  Her mother and the whole 
family deserve much credit for not losing the farm, as most families did during 
those depression years.  Laura was especially proud that the farm is still in the 
family after over 100 years, it was inherited by her niece, Marlene.  The farm has 
been recognized by the state of Missouri for being owned by the same family for 
over 100 years and has been given a plaque in recognition of the achievement. 

After graduating from Parma High School as Valedictorian, Laura attended 
Chillicothe Business College in Chillicothe, Missouri, on a full scholarship.  She met 
her future husband, and love of her life, Kermit (Lee) Varner one month before 
graduation.  After her graduation, Laura went to St. Louis, Missouri, to work.  Lee 
went to Kansas City, Missouri, to work.  God had his hand in Laura and Lee’s 
relationship; Lee was sent to St. Louis to begin his Civil Service career in 1937.  They 
were married August 9, 1941, at Laura’s home church in Parma, Missouri.  Lee was 
drafted into the US Army in 1943 during World War II; and served in Europe and 
returned home to Laura in 1945. 



-13- 

Laura and Lee’s lives were enriched when the adoption of their son Gary Lee, was 
finalized on August 30, 1950. 

Laura was a devoted wife and mother, keeping the home and raising Gary until he 
entered high school.  She derived great joy volunteering at the church and in the 
community.  Laura’s hobbies included gardening, bridge, and square dancing. 

Lee’s career led them to transfer every three to five years until 1963 when they 
made their final move to Springfield, Virginia.  In Springfield, they found their 
forever home and home church at St. John’s Lutheran.  Together, Lee and Laura 
volunteered at St. John’s in the Stephen’s Ministry, the Dorcas Guild, many other 
groups within the congregation, and were part of the Greeters Ministry.  Their 
family grew when Gary met and married Connie Walker.  Laura was blessed with 
granddaughters, Kristine Lyn and Dana Elizabeth, and great-grandsons, William 
Stuart and Patrick Walker. 

Laura was preceded in death by her husband, Lee, and granddaughter, Kristine Lyn 
Varner 

T   T   T 

Jesus, thy blood and righteousness,  
my beauty are my glorious dress.   
In these before my God I’ll stand,  

when I shall reach the heavenly land. 
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