
Second Sunday after Epiphany 
January 15, 2023 – 10:30 a.m. 
Lutheran Service Book, Divine Service, Setting Two 

Prayer before worship 
Lord God, You revealed Yourself through Jesus, the Messiah.  As I come before You 
in worship this day, I humbly pray that You would open my heart and mind to Your 
Word, turn me from sin, and strengthen the light of Christ within me.  Amen.  

Pre-Service Music “Aria” (N. Rawsthorne) 

Ringing of the Bells 

Welcome 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their baptism 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 
P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 
C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our 

sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 

P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 
C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We 

have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done 
and by what we have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole 
heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your 
present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have 
mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in 
Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen. 

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake 
forgives you all your sins.  As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His 
authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of 
the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
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SERVICE OF THE WORD 

Opening Hymn “O Morning Star, How Fair and Bright” (LSB 395, stanzas 1-3) 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: tr. Lutheran Book of Worship, 1978, alt.  Text and tune: Philipp Nicolai, 1556–1608  Text: © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005318 
Tune: Public domain 
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Greeting 
P The grace of God in Christ Jesus, poured out in every gift of the Holy Spirit, be 

with you all. 
C And also with you. 

Gloria in Excelsis 
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Salutation and Collect of the Day 

 

 
P Let us pray: 
 Almighty and everlasting God, who governs all things in heaven and on earth, 

mercifully hear the prayers of Your people and grant us Your peace through all 
our days; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

Children’s Message 

Old Testament Reading Isaiah 49:1-7 
Please join in reading aloud the highlighted portion of Scripture 

and consider committing this passage to memory in the week ahead. 
1Listen to me, O coastlands, and give attention, you peoples from afar. The LORD 
called me from the womb, from the body of my mother he named my name. 2He 
made my mouth like a sharp sword; in the shadow of his hand he hid me; he made 
me a polished arrow; in his quiver he hid me away. 3And he said to me, “You are my 
servant, Israel, in whom I will be glorified.” 4But I said, “I have labored in vain; I have 
spent my strength for nothing and vanity; yet surely my right is with the LORD, and 
my recompense with my God.” 5And now the LORD says, he who formed me from 
the womb to be his servant, to bring Jacob back to him; and that Israel might be 
gathered to him— for I am honored in the eyes of the LORD, and my God has 
become my strength—6he says: “It is too light a thing that you should be my 
servant to raise up the tribes of Jacob and to bring back the preserved of Israel; I 
will make you as a light for the nations, that my salvation may reach to the 
end of the earth.” 7Thus says the LORD, the Redeemer of Israel and his Holy One, 
to one deeply despised, abhorred by the nation, the servant of rulers: “Kings shall 
see and arise; princes, and they shall prostrate themselves; because of the LORD, 
who is faithful, the Holy One of Israel, who has chosen you.” 

L  This is the Word of the Lord. 
C  Thanks be to God. 



|  5  | 

Psalm (read responsively) Psalm 40:1-11 
L I waited patiently for the Lord; 
 he inclined to me and heard my cry. 
C He drew me up from the pit of destruction, 
 out of the miry bog, 
 and set my feet upon a rock, 
 making my steps secure. 
L  He put a new song in my mouth, 
 a song of praise to our God. 
 Many will see and fear, 
 and put their trust in the Lord. 
C  Blessed is the man who makes 
 the Lord his trust, 
 who does not turn to the proud, 
 to those who go astray after a lie! 
L  You have multiplied, O Lord my God, 
 your wondrous deeds and your thoughts toward us; 
 none can compare with you! 
 I will proclaim and tell of them, 
 yet they are more than can be told. 
C  Sacrifice and offering you have not delighted, 
 but you have given me an open ear. 
 Burnt offering and sin offering 
 you have not required. 
L  Then I said, “Behold, I have come; 
 in the scroll of the book it is written of me: 
C  I desire to do your will, O my God; 
 your law is within my heart.” 
L  I have told the glad news of deliverance 
 in the great congregation; 
 behold, I have not restrained my lips, 
 as you know, O Lord. 
C  I have not hidden your deliverance within my heart; 
 I have spoken of your faithfulness and your salvation; 
 I have not concealed your steadfast love and your faithfulness 
 from the great congregation. 
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L  As for you, O Lord, you will not restrain 
 your mercy from me; 
C your steadfast love and your faithfulness will 
 ever preserve me! 

Epistle 1 Corinthians 1:1-9 
1Paul, called by the will of God to be an apostle of Christ Jesus, and our brother 
Sosthenes, 2To the church of God that is in Corinth, to those sanctified in Christ 
Jesus, called to be saints together with all those who in every place call upon the 
name of our Lord Jesus Christ, both their Lord and ours: 3Grace to you and peace 
from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 4I give thanks to my God always for 
you because of the grace of God that was given you in Christ Jesus, 5that in every 
way you were enriched in him in all speech and all knowledge— 6even as the 
testimony about Christ was confirmed among you— 7so that you are not lacking in 
any spiritual gift, as you wait for the revealing of our Lord Jesus Christ, 8who will 
sustain you to the end, guiltless in the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. 9God is faithful, 
by whom you were called into the fellowship of his Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

L  This is the Word of the Lord. 
C  Thanks be to God. 

Alleluia and Verse 

 

Holy Gospel St. John 1:29-42a 
P  The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the first chapter. 

 
29The next day [John] saw Jesus coming toward him, and said, “Behold, the Lamb of 
God, who takes away the sin of the world! 30This is he of whom I said, ‘After me 
comes a man who ranks before me, because he was before me.’ 31I myself did not 
know him, but for this purpose I came baptizing with water, that he might be 
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revealed to Israel.” 32And John bore witness: “I saw the Spirit descend from heaven 
like a dove, and it remained on him. 33I myself did not know him, but he who sent 
me to baptize with water said to me, ‘He on whom you see the Spirit descend and 
remain, this is he who baptizes with the Holy Spirit.’ 34And I have seen and have 
borne witness that this is the Son of God.” 35The next day again John was standing 
with two of his disciples, 36and he looked at Jesus as he walked by and said, 
“Behold, the Lamb of God!” 37The two disciples heard him say this, and they 
followed Jesus. 38Jesus turned and saw them following and said to them, “What are 
you seeking?” And they said to him, “Rabbi” (which means Teacher), “where are you 
staying?” 39He said to them, “Come and you will see.” So they came and saw where 
he was staying, and they stayed with him that day, for it was about the tenth hour. 
40One of the two who heard John speak and followed Jesus was Andrew, Simon 
Peter’s brother. 41He first found his own brother Simon and said to him, “We have 
found the Messiah” (which means Christ). 42He brought him to Jesus. Jesus looked 
at him and said, “So you are Simon the son of John? You shall be called Cephas” 
(which means Peter). 

P  This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

 

Sermon “Lamb of God” 
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Hymn of the Day “Lamb of God” (LSB 550) 

 

 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Twila Paris, 1958  Text and tune: © 1985 Straightway Music, admin. EMI. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005318 

Profession of Faith The Nicene Creed 
We believe in one God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all 

that is, seen and unseen. 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten 

of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father.  Through him all things 
were made.  For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven; by the 
power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was 
made man.  For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered 
death and was buried.  On the third day he rose again in accordance with the 
Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the 
Father.  He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his 
kingdom will have no end. 
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We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from 
the Father and the Son.  With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and 
glorified. He has spoken through the prophets.  We believe in one holy 
catholic and apostolic Church.  We acknowledge one Baptism for the 
forgiveness of sins.  We look for the resurrection of the dead, T and the life 
of the world to come.  Amen. 

Prayer of the Church 
P Drawn to the light of Christ, made bold in the waters of Baptism, and filled with 

the Spirit, we lift up our prayers in confidence that God loves and listens to us. 
Special petitions are announced, followed by a brief silence. Each petition closes with 

the words  
“Lord in Your mercy.”  Please respond by saying, “hear our prayer.” 

The prayers conclude with: 

P Good and gracious God, we ask all these things and whatever else you see that 
we need with a sure and certain hope in your goodness and mercy, through Jesus 
Christ our Savior. 

C Amen. 

Announcements 

Offertory Prayer 
L Let us pray: 

Loving God, you sent your only Son to live among us, bringing us your grace 
and truth.  As we prepare to receive the gift of Christ's presence once again, all 
we have to offer is what you have given us.  Receive all that we have and all 
that we are to your glory and for your service, in the name of Jesus Christ, our 
Savior and Lord. 

C Amen. 
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SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT 

Preface 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Preface for Epiphany 
P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus 
Christ, our Lord; for what had been hidden from before the foundation of the 
world You have made known to the nations in Your Son.  In Him, being found 
in the substance of our mortal nature, You have manifested the fullness of Your 
glory.  Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of 
heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and 
saying: 
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Sanctus 

 

 

 

 

 

Prayer of Thanksgiving 
P Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy on those 

whom You created and sent Your only-begotten Son into our flesh to bear our 
sin and be our Savior.  With repentant joy we receive the salvation accomplished 
for us by the all-availing sacrifice of His body and His blood on the cross. 
Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg You, O Lord, to 
forgive, renew, and strengthen us with Your Word and Spirit.  Grant us faithfully 
to eat His body and drink His blood as He bids us do in His own testament.  
Gather us together, we pray, from the ends of the earth to celebrate with all the 
faithful the marriage feast of the Lamb in His kingdom, which has no end.  
Graciously receive our prayers; deliver and preserve us.  To You alone, O Father, 
be all glory, honor, and worship, with the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and forever. 

C Amen. 

The Words of Our Lord 
P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when 

He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; 
this is My T body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 
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P In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given 
thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new 
testament in My T blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This 
do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

Proclamation of Christ 
P As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the Lord's death 

until He comes. 
C Amen.  Come, Lord Jesus. 
P O Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, in giving us Your body and blood to 

eat and to drink, You lead us to remember and confess Your holy cross and 
passion, Your blessed death, Your rest in the tomb, Your resurrection from the 
dead, Your ascension into heaven, and Your coming for the final judgment.  So 
remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 

Lord's Prayer Matthew 6:9-13 
C Our Father who art in heaven, 

 hallowed be Thy name, 
Thy kingdom come, 
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 
give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against 
us; 
and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. 
Amen. 

Pax Domini 
P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C Amen. 
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Agnus Dei 

 

 

 

 

 

Distribution 
Lutheran Christians believe and teach that in the Sacrament of the Altar, Christ’s body 
and blood are given to those who receive the bread and wine.  With the bread and 
wine, the gifts of His body and blood are given to Christ’s people for forgiveness of 
sins, strength for our journey of faith, and a foretaste of the heavenly banquet.  All 
who have been baptized into Christ's death and resurrection, and who trust His words 
that these gifts are given and shed for you for the forgiveness of sins, are invited to 
receive the Eucharist. 
Please follow the direction of the ushers to come to the Lord’s Table.  The bread will 
be distributed first.  Gluten-free wafers are available for those who may need these. 
Please indicate this to the pastor at the distribution.  The wine is then received by 
individual glasses only.  Non-alcoholic grape juice is available for those who for 
medical or recovery purposes must abstain from alcohol. 
Children who do not receive the Sacrament are invited to come forward and receive 
a blessing.  Please cross arms over chest so the pastor and lay assistant are able to 
distinguish children who do commune from those who do not yet receive the 
Sacrament. 
For additional self-preparation to receive the Sacrament, please see “Christian 
Questions with Their Answers” beginning on page 1351 in the pew Bible. 
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Music at the Distribution 
Choir Anthem “Come, Join in Cana’s Feast” (Sally Ann Morris) 

Come, join in Cana's feast 
where Christ is honored guest. 
He welcomes all who come to taste 
the wine his hands have blessed. 

The old wine now is gone 
from jars that stand apart. 
No longer can it satisfy 
the yearning, thirsting heart. 

But Christ, the Word made flesh, 
bids water turn to wine. 
He fills our empty cups again 
with grace and truth divine. 

Come, join in the feast! 

Come, friends and share the feast; 
here drink the wine supplied 
by him who is both guest and host; 
for us, the crucified. 

For now he lives and reigns 
through all eternity 
with Father, Spirit, three in one, 
the glorious Trinity. Amen. 

“O God of God, O Light of Light” (LSB 810) 
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Text: John Julian, 1839–1913, alt.  Tune: Johann Störls . . . Schlag- Gesang- Und Noten-Buch, 1744, Stuttgart  Text and tune: Public domain 

Dismissal 

Post-Communion Canticle 
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Post-Communion Collect 
L Let us pray: 

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this 
salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us 
through the same in faith toward You and fervent love toward one another; 
through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

Benediction 
P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
 The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 
C Amen. 

Sending Hymn “O Morning Star, How Fair and Bright” (LSB 395, stanzas 4-6) 
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Text: tr. Lutheran Book of Worship, 1978, alt.  Text and tune: Philipp Nicolai, 1556–1608  Text: © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005318 
Tune: Public domain 

Postlude “Maestoso” from Three Short Preludes (Everett Titcomb) 
T   T   T 

Our Ministry Of Worship 

Officiant/Preacher Pastor Meehan 
Welcome & Children’s Message Jennifer Hills, Director of Discipleship 
Lay Assistant Barbara Pate 
Communion Lay Assistant Jennifer Hills 
Organist/Pianist David Leahey, Director of Music 
Acolyte Sofi Hills 
Crucifer Guilianna Vazquez 
Ushers Fred Esposito 
 Kevin Schleicher 
Altar Care Andrea Klanderman 
AV Operators Mark Gilbertson 
 William Marik 
Welcome Host Denise Canter 

 
 

This weekend’s altar flowers 
are given by donations to the flower fund. 

T   T   T 
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Please visit our website at www.sjlc.com for devotional readings for use in the week 
ahead or to learn more about our life together as a congregation. 

St. John's Lutheran Church · 5952 Franconia Road · Alexandria, VA 22310 
703-971-2210 

To view the current edition of our electronic weekly newsletter, Midweek Update,  
scan this QR Code 
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