
Sixth Sunday after Epiphany 
Being SJLC 2023 – Week 4 
February 12, 2023– 10:30 a.m. 
Lutheran Service Book, Holy Communion, Setting 2 

Prayer before worship 
Lord God, You revealed Yourself through Jesus, the Messiah.  As I come before You 
in worship this day, I humbly pray that You would open my heart and mind to Your 
Word, turn me from sin, and strengthen the light of Christ within me.  Amen. 

Pre-Service Music “Folk Tune” (Percy Whitlock) 

Ringing of the Bells 

Welcome 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their baptism. 
P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 
P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 
C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our 

sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 

P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 
C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We 

have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done 
and by what we have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole 
heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your 
present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have 
mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in 
Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen. 

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake 
forgives you all your sins.  As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His 
authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of 
the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
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SERVICE OF THE WORD 

Opening Hymn “Holy Spirit, Ever Dwelling” (LSB 650) 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: Timothy Rees, 1874–1939, alt.  Tune: Oude en Nieuwe Hollantse . . . Contradanseu, c. 1710, Amsterdam  Text and tune: Public domain 

Greeting 
P The grace of God in Christ Jesus, poured out in every gift of the Holy Spirit, 

be with you all. 
C And also with you. 
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Gloria in Excelsis 
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Salutation and Collect of the Day 

 

 
P Let us pray: 

O Lord, graciously hear the prayers of Your people that we who justly suffer the 
consequence of our sin may be mercifully delivered by Your goodness to the 
glory of Your name; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

Bible and Me Presentation 

Old Testament Reading Deuteronomy 30:15-20 
15“See, I have set before you today life and good, death and evil. 16If you obey the 
commandments of the LORD your God that I command you today, by loving 
the LORD your God, by walking in his ways, and by keeping his commandments and 
his statutes and his rules, then you shall live and multiply, and the LORD your God 
will bless you in the land that you are entering to take possession of it. 17But if your 
heart turns away, and you will not hear, but are drawn away to worship other gods 
and serve them, 18I declare to you today, that you shall surely perish. You shall not 
live long in the land that you are going over the Jordan to enter and possess. 19I call 
heaven and earth to witness against you today, that I have set before you life and 
death, blessing and curse. Therefore choose life, that you and your offspring may 
live, 20loving the LORD your God, obeying his voice and holding fast to him, for he is 
your life and length of days, that you may dwell in the land that the LORD swore to 
your fathers, to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob, to give them.” 

L  This is the Word of the Lord. 
C  Thanks be to God. 
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Psalm (read responsively) Psalm 119:1-8 
L  Blessèd are those whose way is blameless, 
 who walk in the law of the LORD! 
C  Blessèd are those who keep his testimonies, 
 who seek him with their whole heart, 
L  who also do no wrong, 
 but walk in his ways! 
C  You have commanded your precepts 
 to be kept diligently. 
L  Oh that my ways may be steadfast 
 in keeping your statutes! 
C  Then I shall not be put to shame, 
 having my eyes fixed on all your commandments. 
L  I will praise you with an upright heart, 
 when I learn your just and righteous decrees. 
C  I will keep your statutes; 
 do not utterly forsake me! 

Epistle 1 Corinthians 3:1-9 
Please join in reading aloud the highlighted portion of Scripture 

and consider committing this passage to memory in the week ahead. 
1But I, brothers, could not address you as spiritual people, but as people of the 
flesh, as infants in Christ. 2I fed you with milk, not solid food, for you were not ready 
for it. And even now you are not yet ready, 3for you are still of the flesh. For while 
there is jealousy and strife among you, are you not of the flesh and behaving only 
in a human way? 4For when one says, “I follow Paul,” and another, “I follow Apollos,” 
are you not being merely human? 
5What then is Apollos? What is Paul? Servants through whom you believed, as the 
Lord assigned to each. 6I planted, Apollos watered, but God gave the growth. 7So 
neither he who plants nor he who waters is anything, but only God who gives 
the growth. 8He who plants and he who waters are one, and each will receive his 
wages according to his labor. 9For we are God’s fellow workers. You are God’s field, 
God’s building. 

L  This is the Word of the Lord. 
C  Thanks be to God. 
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Alleluia and Verse 

 

Holy Gospel St. Matthew 5:21-37 
P  The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the fifth chapter. 

 
21[Jesus said:] “You have heard that it was said to those of old, ‘You shall not 
murder; and whoever murders will be liable to judgment.’ 22But I say to you that 
everyone who is angry with his brother will be liable to judgment; whoever insults 
his brother will be liable to the council; and whoever says, ‘You fool!’ will be liable to 
the hell of fire. 23So if you are offering your gift at the altar and there remember 
that your brother has something against you, 24leave your gift there before the altar 
and go. First be reconciled to your brother, and then come and offer your 
gift. 25Come to terms quickly with your accuser while you are going with him to 
court, lest your accuser hand you over to the judge, and the judge to the guard, and 
you be put in prison. 26Truly, I say to you, you will never get out until you have paid 
the last penny. 
27“You have heard that it was said, ‘You shall not commit adultery.’ 28But I say to you 
that everyone who looks at a woman with lustful intent has already committed 
adultery with her in his heart. 29If your right eye causes you to sin, tear it out and 
throw it away. For it is better that you lose one of your members than that your 
whole body be thrown into hell. 30And if your right hand causes you to sin, cut it off 
and throw it away. For it is better that you lose one of your members than that your 
whole body go into hell. 
31“It was also said, ‘Whoever divorces his wife, let him give her a certificate of 
divorce.’ 32But I say to you that everyone who divorces his wife, except on the 
ground of sexual immorality, makes her commit adultery. And whoever marries a 
divorced woman commits adultery. 
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33“Again you have heard that it was said to those of old, ‘You shall not swear falsely, 
but shall perform to the Lord what you have sworn.’ 34But I say to you, Do not take 
an oath at all, either by heaven, for it is the throne of God, 35or by the earth, for it is 
his footstool, or by Jerusalem, for it is the city of the great King. 36And do not take 
an oath by your head, for you cannot make one hair white or black. 37Let what you 
say be simply ‘Yes’ or ‘No’; anything more than this comes from evil.” 

P  This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

 
 

Sermon “Being SJLC 2023: Living Faith” 
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Hymn of the Day “Be Thou My Vision” (WOV 776) 
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Profession of Faith The Nicene Creed 
We believe in one God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all 

that is, seen and unseen. 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten 

of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father.  Through him all things 
were made.  For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven; by the 
power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was 
made man.  For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered 
death and was buried.  On the third day he rose again in accordance with the 
Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the 
Father.  He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his 
kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from 
the Father and the Son.  With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and 
glorified. He has spoken through the prophets.  We believe in one holy 
catholic and apostolic Church.  We acknowledge one Baptism for the 
forgiveness of sins.  We look for the resurrection of the dead, T and the life 
of the world to come.  Amen. 

Prayer of the Church 
P Drawn to the light of Christ, made bold in the waters of Baptism, and filled with 

the Spirit, we lift up our prayers in confidence that God loves and listens to us. 
Special petitions are announced, followed by a brief silence. Each petition closes with 

the words  
“Lord in Your mercy.”  Please respond by saying, “hear our prayer.” 

The prayers conclude with: 
P Good and gracious God, we ask all these things and whatever else you see that 

we need with a sure and certain hope in your goodness and mercy, through Jesus 
Christ our Savior. 

C Amen. 

Announcements 
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Offertory Prayer 
L Let us pray: 

Loving God, you sent your only Son to live among us, bringing us your grace and 
truth. As we prepare to receive the gift of Christ’s presence once again, all we 
have to offer is what you have given us. Receive all that we have and all that we 
are to your glory and for your service, in the name of Jesus Christ, our Savior and 
Lord. 

C Amen. 

SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT 

Preface 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Preface for Epiphany 
P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus 
Christ, our Lord; for what had been hidden from before the foundation of the 
world You have made known to the nations in Your Son.  In Him, being found in 
the substance of our mortal nature, You have manifested the fullness of Your 
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glory.  Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven 
we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying: 

Sanctus 

 

 

 

 

 
Prayer of Thanksgiving 

P Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy on those 
whom You created and sent Your only-begotten Son into our flesh to bear our 
sin and be our Savior.  With repentant joy we receive the salvation accomplished 
for us by the all-availing sacrifice of His body and His blood on the cross. 
Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg You, O Lord, to 
forgive, renew, and strengthen us with Your Word and Spirit.  Grant us faithfully 
to eat His body and drink His blood as He bids us do in His own testament.  
Gather us together, we pray, from the ends of the earth to celebrate with all the 
faithful the marriage feast of the Lamb in His kingdom, which has no end.  
Graciously receive our prayers; deliver and preserve us.  To You alone, O Father, 
be all glory, honor, and worship, with the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and forever. 

C Amen. 

The Words of Our Lord 
P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when 

He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; 
this is My T body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 
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P In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given 
thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new 
testament in My T blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This 
do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

Proclamation of Christ 
P As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the Lord's death 

until He comes. 
C Amen.  Come, Lord Jesus. 
P O Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, in giving us Your body and blood to 

eat and to drink, You lead us to remember and confess Your holy cross and 
passion, Your blessed death, Your rest in the tomb, Your resurrection from the 
dead, Your ascension into heaven, and Your coming for the final judgment.  So 
remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 

Lord's Prayer Matthew 6:9-13 
C Our Father who art in heaven, 

 hallowed be Thy name, 
Thy kingdom come, 
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 
give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses  
as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom and the power  
and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

Pax Domini 
P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C Amen. 
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Agnus Dei 

 

 

 

 

 
Distribution 

Lutheran Christians believe and teach that in the Sacrament of the Altar, Christ’s body 
and blood are given to those who receive the bread and wine.  With the bread and 
wine, the gifts of His body and blood are given to Christ’s people for forgiveness of 
sins, strength for our journey of faith, and a foretaste of the heavenly banquet.  All 
who have been baptized into Christ's death and resurrection, and who trust His words 
that these gifts are given and shed for you for the forgiveness of sins, are invited to 
receive the Eucharist. 
Please follow the direction of the ushers to come to the Lord’s Table.  The bread will 
be distributed first.  Gluten-free wafers are available for those who may need these. 
Please indicate this to the pastor at the distribution.  The wine is then received by 
individual glasses only.  Non-alcoholic grape juice is available for those who for 
medical or recovery purposes must abstain from alcohol. 
Children who do not receive the Sacrament are invited to come forward and receive 
a blessing.  Please cross arms over chest so the pastor and lay assistant are able to 
distinguish children who do commune from those who do not yet receive the 
Sacrament. 
For additional self-preparation to receive the Sacrament, please see “Christian 
Questions with Their Answers” beginning on page 1351 in the pew Bible. 
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Music at the Distribution 
Choir Anthem “Consecration” (Frederick Chatfield / Frances R. Havergal) 

Take my life, and let it be 
consecrated, Lord, to Thee. 
Take my moments and my days; 
let them flow in ceaseless praise. 
Take my hands, and let them move 
at the impulse of Thy love. 
Take my feet, and let them be 
swift and beautiful for Thee. 

Take my voice, and let me sing 
always, only, for my King. 
Take my lips, and let them be 
filled with messages from Thee. 
Take my silver and my gold; 
not a mite would I withhold. 
Take my intellect, and use 
every power as Thou shalt choose. 

Take my will, and make it Thine; 
it shall be no longer mine. 
Take my heart, it is Thine own; 
it shall be Thy royal throne. 
Take my love, my Lord, I pour 
at Thy feet its treasure store. 
Take myself, and I will be 
ever, only, all for Thee. 
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“I Come, O Savior, to Thy Table” (LSB 618) 

 

 

 

 
Text: Friedrich Christian Heyder, 1677–1754; tr. The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941, abr.  Tune: Emskirchner Choral-Buch, 1756, Leipzig  Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing 
House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005318  Tune: Public domain 

Dismissal 
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Post-Communion Canticle 

 

L Let us pray: 
We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this 
salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us 
through the same in faith toward You and fervent love toward one another; 
through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

Sending of Lay Eucharistic Ministers 

Benediction 
P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
 The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 
C Amen. 
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Sending Hymn “Oh, That the Lord Would Guide My Ways” (LSB 707) 

 

 
Text: Isaac Watts, 1674–1748, alt.  Tune: William H. Havergal, 1793–1870  Text and tune: Public domain 

Postlude “Grand Cheour” (Theodore Dubois) 
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Our Ministry Of Worship 
Officiant/Preacher Pastor Meehan 
Welcome Jennifer Hills, Director of Discipleship 
Lay Assistant Angie Stiens 
Communion Lay Assistant Michelle Guilfoil 
Organist/Pianist David Leahey, Director of Music 
Acolyte TJ Dreier 
Ushers Kevin Schleicher 
 Mike Waring 
Altar Care Andrea Klanderman 
AV Operator Greg Auld 
 Scott Budzien 
Welcome Host Angela Schulze 
Nursery Jodie Pleisch 
 Janet Smith 

T   T   T 

This weekend’s altar flowers 
are given by donations to the flower fund. 
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Please visit our website at www.sjlc.com for devotional readings for use in the week 
ahead or to learn more about our life together as a congregation. 

St. John's Lutheran Church · 5952 Franconia Road · Alexandria, VA 22310 
703-971-2210 

 

 

To view the current edition of our electronic weekly newsletter, Midweek Update,  
scan this QR Code 
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