
The Fourth Sunday in Advent 
December 18, 2022 – 10:30 a.m. 
Worship with Congregational Christmas Program 

 
 

 
 
 

Welcome!  Today our congregation tells the story of Jesus’ birth through our Christmas 
Program.  Remembering that the Lord Jesus himself was born a child of Mary, we give 
thanks to God for the gift of life and salvation that is ours in him.  As we approach the 
celebration of Jesus’ birth, we invite you to worship our newborn King with us in special 
Christmas Eve and Christmas Day services. Join your heart and voice in praising our 
Lord in today’s worship service. 
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Prayer before worship 
Bless us, O God, with a reverent sense of your presence, that we may be at peace 
and may worship you with all our mind and spirit; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 

Prelude “When Christ Was Born of Mary Free” – Old English Carol 
 (arr. Kristine Johanek) 

 St. John’s Handbell Ensemble 

Ringing of the Bells 

Welcome 

Blessing of the Advent Wreath 
Each week we light a new candle on the Advent wreath. 
P Blessed are you, God of our salvation; you promised that the One of peace would 

come from Bethlehem to feed your flock and make us live securely. As we light 
these candles, kindle in us the fire of your love, infuse in us the fruit of your Word, 
and empower us to lift up the lowly and to fill the hungry with good things; let 
your face shine on us and bless us that we may be saved. 

C Amen. 

Kyrie 
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Gathering Song “Awake, Awake, and Greet the New Morn” (LSB 633) 
  (Advent 4, stanzas 1-4) 
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Invocation 
P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 

Prayer of the Day 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
P Let us pray: 

Stir up Your power, O Lord, and come and help us by Your might, that the sins 
which weigh us down may be quickly lifted by Your grace and mercy; for You 
live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

Old Testament Reading Isaiah 7:10-17 
Please join in reading aloud the highlighted portion of Scripture 

and consider committing this passage to memory in the week ahead. 
10Again the LORD spoke to Ahaz, 11“Ask a sign of the LORD your God; let it be deep as 
Sheol or high as heaven.” 12But Ahaz said, “I will not ask, and I will not put 
the LORD to the test.” 13And he said, “Hear then, O house of David! Is it too little for 
you to weary men, that you weary my God also? 14Therefore the Lord himself will 
give you a sign. Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and shall call 
his name Immanuel. 15He shall eat curds and honey when he knows how to refuse 
the evil and choose the good. 16For before the boy knows how to refuse the evil 
and choose the good, the land whose two kings you dread will be 
deserted. 17The LORD will bring upon you and upon your people and upon your 
father’s house such days as have not come since the day that Ephraim departed 
from Judah—the king of Assyria.” 

L Thus says the Lord: Do not fear, for I have redeemed you. 
C You have called us by name; we are yours. 
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First Song of Isaiah 

 

 

 

(verses 2 & 3 on the next page) 
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WORDS: From The Book of Common Prayer; MUSIC: Jack Noble White  Copyright ©1977 by Charles Mortimer Guilbert as Custodian; Used by 
permission 

Epistle Reading Romans 1:1-7 
1Paul, a servant of Christ Jesus, called to be an apostle, set apart for the gospel of 
God, 2which he promised beforehand through his prophets in the holy 
Scriptures, 3concerning his Son, who was descended from David according to the 
flesh 4and was declared to be the Son of God in power according to the Spirit of 
holiness by his resurrection from the dead, Jesus Christ our Lord, 5through whom 
we have received grace and apostleship to bring about the obedience of faith for 
the sake of his name among all the nations, 6including you who are called to belong 
to Jesus Christ, 
 7To all those in Rome who are loved by God and called to be saints: 
 Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 
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L Thus says the Lord: Do not fear, for I have redeemed you. 
C You have called us by name; we are yours. 

Gospel Reading Matthew 1:18-25 
P  The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the first chapter. 

 
18Now the birth of Jesus Christ took place in this way. When his mother Mary had 
been betrothed to Joseph, before they came together she was found to be with 
child from the Holy Spirit. 19And her husband Joseph, being a just man and 
unwilling to put her to shame, resolved to divorce her quietly. 20But as he 
considered these things, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream, 
saying, “Joseph, son of David, do not fear to take Mary as your wife, for that which 
is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. 21She will bear a son, and you shall call his 
name Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins.” 22All this took place to fulfill 
what the Lord had spoken by the prophet: 

23“Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, 
 and they shall call his name Immanuel” 

(which means, God with us). 24When Joseph woke from sleep, he did as the angel of 
the Lord commanded him: he took his wife, 25but knew her not until she had given 
birth to a son. And he called his name Jesus. 

P Thus says the Lord: Do not fear, for I have redeemed you. 
C You have called us by name; we are yours. 
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Hymn “O Sing of Christ” (LSB 362) 

 

 

 

 
Text: Stephen P. Starke, 1955  Tune: English; adapt. Ralph Vaughan Williams, 1872–1958  Text: © 1996 Stephen P. Starke, admin. Concordia 
Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005318  Tune: Public domain 

The Amazing Story of Christmas 
A Celebration of the Savior’s Birth 

Welcome (Narrator) 
Welcome everyone to Bethlehem! One of the more amazing things about the 
Christmas story is that it didn’t happen without the people who are in the 
story.  God did not just swoop in and make this story happen all by God’s 
self.  Instead, there needed to be willing people to participate in the story.  Mary, 
Joseph, shepherds, animals, and even the angels are obedient and follow through 
with what they are told to do.  And so today, we will have an opportunity to do the 
same thing:  By choosing to participate in the story, we will make the story happen. 
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Hopefully, you all chose a costume when you entered worship today. As the story 
unfolds, we will invite characters at different times to come up front and stand in 
their position. There are no speaking roles, so please do not worry! All we ask is that 
you sing during the hymns, pay attention to the stage directions in your bulletin, 
and most importantly, enjoy the greatest story ever told! 

Let us together open our eyes and ears, and experience the story of Christ’s birth… 

Narrator: THE LIGHT OF THE WORLD 
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Narrator: THE GOSPEL IS PROCLAIMED  
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Narrator: MARY & JOSEPH 

During the hymn, those who wish to portray Mary and Joseph are invited forward 

 

 

Narrator 
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Narrator: A BABY IS BORN 
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Narrator: GLORY TO GOD IN THE HIGHEST! 

During the hymn, all angels are invited forward 
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Narrator: THERE WERE SHEPHERDS ABIDING IN THE FIELD 

During the hymn, all shepherds and animals are invited forward 

 

 
  



|  17  | 

Narrator: THE THREE WISE MEN 

During the hymn, those who wish to portray the wise men are invited forward 

 
 
Tune & Text: Public Domain 
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Narrator: THANKS BE TO GOD! 
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Narrator: HEAR THE GOOD NEWS! 
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The End 
P Waiting for the fulfillment of our hope in Christ's promised coming, we pray for 

the church, those in need, and all of God's creation. 

Special prayer requests are announced followed by a brief silence for private prayer.  
During the Advent season each petition ends with the phrase:  “Lord, in your mercy.”  

Please respond by saying 
“Hear our prayer.” 

The prayers end with the words: 

P Into your hands, O God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your 
mercy, through Jesus Christ our Savior. 

C Amen. 

P Gather us all under the promise of your Son, who taught us to pray: 
C Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily 
bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass 
against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For 
thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. 
Amen.  

Blessing 
P May God direct your ways in peace, make you abound in love for one another 

and for all, and strengthen your hearts until the coming of our Lord Jesus. 
Almighty God, Father, Son, T and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. 

C Amen. 

Dismissal 
L Go in peace.  Christ is with you. 
C Thanks be to God. 
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Closing Hymn “The Angel Gabriel from Heaven Came” 

 

Postlude “Carol of the Bells” (arr. Kerry Boyce) 
 St. John’s Handbell Ensemble 
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Our Ministry Of Worship 

Officiant/Preacher Pastor Meehan 
Welcome DCE Jennifer Hills 
Lay Assistant Angie Stiens 
Director of Music David Leahey 
Acolyte Sofi Hills 
Crucifer Giulianna Vazquez 
Ushers Fred Esposito 
 Mike Waring 
Advent Candle Bearers Hulshizer Family 
Narrator Jen Leahey 
Altar Care Jean Gilbertson 
AV Operator Greg Auld 
 Jurgen Gobien 
Nursery Andi Hassett 
 Janet Smith 

T   T   T 
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Altar Flowers 
 

Donations to the Flower Fund To the Glory to God 
 
 

Poinsettias 
 

Jeannette Bottomley In memory of my husband, Roy 
Mark & Jean Gilbertson In memory of Jean’s father, Fred Ebner 
Brian & Christy Hoins In memory of loved ones 
Jake & Connie Jacobs Merry Christmas 
Eric & Andrea Klanderman 
Jim & Mary Lofgren 
Long Family In memory of John Long 
Pastor and June Meehan In honor of the Christ Child 
John & Ethel Sullivan In honor of all of our loved ones 
Steve & Linda Tracy 

T   T   T 
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Please join us for these special worship services: 

Wednesday, December 21 
12 Noon Midday Advent Service with Holy Communion (livestreamed) 

Saturday, December 24 (Christmas Eve) 
5:00 pm Children's Christmas Eve Service (no livestream) 

This 45-minute service is designed especially for families with young 
children (up to age 10) 

7:30 pm Candlelight Christmas Eve Worship with Holy Communion 
(livestreamed) 

Sunday, December 25 (Christmas Day) 
10:30 am Worship with Holy Communion 
 *No Bible Class 
 *No Children’s Ministry 

Saturday, December 31 (New Year’s Eve) 
5:00 pm Worship with Holy Communion (livestreamed) 

Sunday, January 1 (Circumcision and Name of Jesus) 
10:30 am Worship with Holy Communion (livestreamed) 
 *No Bible Class 
 *No Children’s Ministry 
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Please visit our website at www.sjlc.com for devotional readings for use in the week 
ahead or to learn more about our life together as a congregation. 

St. John's Lutheran Church · 5952 Franconia Road · Alexandria, VA 22310 
703-971-2210 

To view the current edition of our electronic weekly newsletter, Midweek Update,  
scan this QR Code 
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