
  

 

 

The Ascension of Our Lord 
May 26, 2022   7:30 PM 

Welcome!  Forty days after He rose from the dead, the Lord Jesus ascended into 
heaven where He sits at the Father’s right hand, and from which He will come again 
to judge the world in righteousness. In today's Gospel the risen Christ ascends into 
heaven and his followers are assured that the Spirit will empower them to be 
witnesses throughout the earth. The disciples were told not to gaze up into heaven 
to look for Jesus; we find his presence among us as we proclaim his Word and share 
the Easter feast. We give thanks for the redeeming work of our crucified, risen and 
ascended Savior. Even as we wait for his promised coming again, we also – like those 
first disciples – are called to be his witnesses in the world. We rejoice in the presence 
and power of the Holy Spirit who enlivens our faith and invigorates our mission. 

We welcome everyone from Circuit congregations and invite you to join your heart 
and voice to sing praises to our crucified, risen and ascended Lord.  

T   T   T 
Prayer before Worship 
Risen and ascended Savior, we give you thanks and praise for your redeeming work 
completed through your death, resurrection, and ascension. You now reign over all 
things in heaven and on earth. Help us to walk by faith until that day comes when 
we shall see you face-to-face and all is made new in that kingdom which you have 
prepared from the foundation of the world. Bless this time of worship; in your holy 
Name we pray.  Amen. 

Pre-Service Music “Processional in E Flat Major” (David N. Johnson) 
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Welcome 

Rite of Confession and Forgiveness 
P In the Name of the Father, and of the Son T, and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 

P God has given to all nations the repentance that leads to life.  Let us come with 
repentant hearts to the God who makes all things new. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

P Gracious God, 
C we confess to you all the ways in which we dismiss the resurrection news. 

We are slow of heart to believe.  We turn from others and retreat in fear.  
Come into our locked rooms and breathe into us your forgiving Spirit.  
Forgive our sins, reawaken our trust, and strengthen our hope, that we 
may be witnesses to your saving power.  Amen. 

P Peace be with you, sisters and brothers.  In Baptism you have received a spirit 
of adoption; you are God's beloved children.  In the name of the crucified, risen, 
and ascended Christ your sins are forgiven.  Rejoice, and welcome this freedom 
that you may walk in newness of life. 

C Amen. 

Entrance Hymn “A Hymn of Glory Let Us Sing!” (LSB 493) 
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Greeting and Opening Dialogue 
P Alleluia! Christ is risen! 
C He is risen indeed! Alleluia! 
P The grace and peace of our Lord Jesus Christ, who was raised from the dead to 

bring everlasting hope, be with you all. 
C And also with you. 
P “Let not your hearts be troubled. I go to prepare a place for you and I will come 

again and will take you to myself, that where I am you may be also.  And you 
know the way where I am going.” 

C Lord, we don’t know where you are going.  We don’t even know where we 
are going.  How can we know the way? 

P “The Counselor, the Holy Spirit, whom God will send in my name, will teach you 
all things, and bring to your remembrance all that I have said to you.” 

C Lord, we want to remember what you have said to us, but we forget easily. 
P “But you shall receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you 

shall be my witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria and to the 
ends of the earth.” 

C Lord, with your power we can shout for joy and share your love in 
Alexandria, in Fairfax County, in northern Virginia and to the ends of the 
earth. 
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P “Go, therefore, and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of 
the Father and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all 
that I have commanded you; and lo, I am with you always, to the close of the 
age.” 

C We are your disciples. We are your witnesses. We are your people. We are 
ready to work in your kingdom. Amen. 

Prayer for Ascension Day 
P Let us pray: 

Almighty God, as Your only-begotten Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, ascended into 
the heavens, so may we also ascend in heart and mind and continually dwell 
there with Him, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and forever. 

C Amen. 

First Reading Acts 1:1-11 
In the first book, O Theophilus, I have dealt with all that Jesus began to do and 
teach, 2until the day when he was taken up, after he had given commands through 
the Holy Spirit to the apostles whom he had chosen. 3To them he presented 
himself alive after his suffering by many proofs, appearing to them during forty 
days and speaking about the kingdom of God. 
4And while staying with them he ordered them not to depart from Jerusalem, but 
to wait for the promise of the Father, which, he said, “you heard from me; 5for 
John baptized with water, but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit not many 
days from now.” 
6So when they had come together, they asked him, “Lord, will you at this time 
restore the kingdom to Israel?” 7He said to them, “It is not for you to know times 
or seasons that the Father has fixed by his own authority. 8But you will receive 
power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you will be my witnesses in 
Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth.” 9And when 
he had said these things, as they were looking on, he was lifted up, and a cloud 
took him out of their sight. 10And while they were gazing into heaven as he went, 
behold, two men stood by them in white robes, 11and said, “Men of Galilee, why 
do you stand looking into heaven? This Jesus, who was taken up from you into 
heaven, will come in the same way as you saw him go into heaven.” 

P  The Word of the Lord. 
C  Thanks be to God. 
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Psalmody (read responsively) Psalm 47 
P Clap your hands, all peoples!  

Shout to God with loud songs of joy! 
C For the LORD, the Most High, is to be feared, 

a great king over all the earth. 
P He subdued peoples under us,  

and nations under our feet. 
C  He chose our heritage for us,  

the pride of Jacob whom he loves.  
P God has gone up with a shout,  

the LORD with the sound of a trumpet. 
C Sing praises to God, sing praises!  

Sing praises to our King, sing praises! 
P For God is the King of all the earth;  

sing praises with a psalm! 
C God reigns over the nations;  

God sits on his holy throne. 
P The princes of the peoples gather  

as the people of the God of Abraham. 
C For the shields of the earth belong to God;  

he is highly exalted! 

Second Reading Ephesians 1:15-23 
For this reason, because I have heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love 
toward all the saints, 16I do not cease to give thanks for you, remembering you in 
my prayers, 17that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give 
you a spirit of wisdom and of revelation in the knowledge of him, 18having the 
eyes of your hearts enlightened, that you may know what is the hope to which he 
has called you, what are the riches of his glorious inheritance in the saints, 19and 
what is the immeasurable greatness of his power toward us who believe, 
according to the working of his great might 20that he worked in Christ when he 
raised him from the dead and seated him at his right hand in the heavenly places, 
21far above all rule and authority and power and dominion, and above every name 
that is named, not only in this age but also in the one to come. 22And he put all 
things under his feet and gave him as head over all things to the church, 23which is 
his body, the fullness of him who fills all in all. 
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P  The Word of the Lord. 
C  Thanks be to God. 

Alleluia Verse 

 

 

Holy Gospel St. Luke 24:44-53 
P  The Holy Gospel, according to St. Luke, the twenty-fourth chapter. 

C  Glory to you, O Lord. 
44Then he said to them, “These are my words that I spoke to you while I was still 
with you, that everything written about me in the Law of Moses and the Prophets 
and the Psalms must be fulfilled.” 45Then he opened their minds to understand the 
Scriptures, 46and said to them, “Thus it is written, that the Christ should suffer and 
on the third day rise from the dead, 47and that repentance and forgiveness of sins 
should be proclaimed in his name to all nations, beginning from Jerusalem. 48You 
are witnesses of these things. 49And behold, I am sending the promise of my 
Father upon you. But stay in the city until you are clothed with power from on 
high.”  50Then he led them out as far as Bethany, and lifting up his hands he 
blessed them. 51While he blessed them, he parted from them and was carried up 
into heaven. 52And they worshiped him and returned to Jerusalem with great joy, 
53and were continually in the temple blessing God. 

P  The Gospel of the Lord. 
C  Praise to you, O Christ. 

Homily 
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Hymn for Ascension “Alleluia, Sing to Jesus” (LSB 821) 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: William C. Dix, 1837–98, alt.  Tune: Rowland H. Prichard, 1811–87  Text and tune: Public domain 
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The Nicene Creed 
We believe in one God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of 

all that is, seen and unseen. 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten 

of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father.  Through him all things 
were made.  For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven; by 
the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and 
was made man.  For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he 
suffered death and was buried.  On the third day he rose again in 
accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at 
the right hand of the Father.  He will come again in glory to judge the living 
and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.   

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from 
the Father and the Son.  With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and 
glorified. He has spoken through the prophets.  We believe in one holy 
catholic and apostolic Church.  We acknowledge one Baptism for the 
forgiveness of sins.  We look for the resurrection of the dead, T and the life 
of the world to come.  Amen. 

Prayers of the People 
P Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, and for all people 

according to their needs: 

Prayer requests are announced, followed by a brief silence for individual prayer. 
Each petition ends with, “Lord, in your mercy.   

”We respond by saying, “Hear our prayer.” 
The prayers end with the words: 

P Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your 
mercy; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C Amen. 

Sharing of the Peace 
P The peace of our risen and ascended Lord be with you always. 
C And also with you. 

You are invited to share the peace of Christ with those around you.  
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Announcements 

Preface for Holy Communion 
P Luke the Evangelist wrote of our risen Lord that, when he was at table with the 

disciples at Emmaus, he took bread and blessed it, broke it, and gave it to 
them.  Their eyes were opened and they recognized him.  This is Christ’s table.  
Our Savior invites those who trust in him to share the feast which he has 
prepared.  Let us open our hearts to one another as Christ has opened his heart 
to us, and God will be glorified.  

C Amen. 

Eucharistic Prayer 
P Holy, living, and loving God, we praise you for creating the heavens and the 

earth.  We bless you for bringing Noah and his family through the waters of the 
flood, for freeing your people Israel from the bonds of slavery, and for sending 
your Son to be our Redeemer.  We give you thanks for Jesus who, living among 
us, healed the sick, fed the hungry, and with a love stronger than death, gave 
his life for others. 
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave 
thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my 
body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, 
saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all 
people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
Remembering, therefore, his life-giving death and glorious resurrection and 
ascension into heaven, we await your promised life for all this dying world. 
Breathe your Spirit on us and on this bread and cup: carry us in your arms from 
death to life, that we may live as your chosen ones, clothed in the 
righteousness of Christ.  
Through him all glory and honor is yours, Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit, 
in your holy Church, both now and forever. 

C Amen. 
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Lord’s Prayer 
P Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray: 
C Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily 
bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass 
against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For 
thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  
Amen. 

Distribution of Holy Communion 
Lutheran Christians believe and teach that in the Sacrament of the Altar, Christ’s body 
and blood are given to those who receive the bread and wine.  With the bread and 
wine, the gifts of His body and blood are given to Christ’s people for forgiveness of 
sins, strength for our journey of faith, and a foretaste of the heavenly banquet.  All 
who have been baptized into Christ's death and resurrection, and who trust His words 
that these gifts are given and shed for you for the forgiveness of sins, are invited to 
receive the Eucharist. 
Please follow the direction of the ushers to come to the Lord’s Table.  The bread will 
be distributed first.  Gluten-free wafers are available for those who may need these. 
Please indicate this to the pastor at the distribution.  The wine is then received by 
individual glasses only.  Non-alcoholic grape juice is available for those who for 
medical or recovery purposes must abstain from alcohol. 
Children who do not receive the Sacrament are invited to come forward and receive 
a blessing.  Please cross arms over chest so the pastor and lay assistant are able to 
distinguish children who do commune from those who do not yet receive the 
Sacrament. 
For additional self-preparation to receive the Sacrament, please see “Christian 
Questions with Their Answers” beginning on page 1351 in the pew Bible. 
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Music at the Distribution 
“Thine the Amen, Thine the Praise” (LSB 680) 

 

 

 

 

 
Text and tune: © 1983 Augsburg Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005318  Text: Herbert F. Brokering, 1926–
2009  Tune: Carl F. Schalk, 1929 

“Hyfrydol” (Paul Manz) 
“Hyfrydol” Andante and Adagio (Charles Callahan) 
“Lasst Uns Erfreuen” Chorale, Duo, Reflection (Charles Callahan) 
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Dismissal from the Table 
P The Body and Blood of our risen and ascended Lord Jesus Christ strengthen 

you and keep you in his grace. 
C Amen. 

Prayer of Thanksgiving 
P Let us pray: 

Life-giving God, in the mystery of Christ's resurrection you send light to 
conquer darkness, water to give new life, and the bread of life to nourish your 
people.  Send us forth as witnesses to your Son's resurrection, that we may 
joyfully serve as your witnesses to all the world, until He comes again; through 
Jesus Christ, our risen and ascended Lord.   

C Amen. 

Blessing 
P The God of peace, who brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus, the great 

shepherd of the sheep, by the blood of the eternal covenant, make you 
complete in everything good so that you may do God's will, working in you 
that which is pleasing in God's sight; through T Jesus Christ, to whom be the 
glory forever and ever. 

C Amen. 

Sending 
P Go in peace.  Share the good news.  Alleluia! 
C Thanks be to God.  Alleluia, alleluia! 
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Sending Hymn “A Hymn of Glory Let Us Sing!” (LSB 493, stanzas 5-7) 
5) O Lord, our homeward pathway bend, 
 That our unwearied hearts ascend. 
 Alleluia! Alleluia! 
 Where, seated on your Father’s throne, 
 You reign as King of kings alone. 
 Alleluia! Alleluia! 
 Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!  

6) Give us your joy on earth, O Lord, 
 In heav’n to be our great reward. 
 Alleluia! Alleluia! 
 When throned with you forever, we 
 Shall praise your name eternally.  
 Alleluia! Alleluia! 
 Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

7) O risen Christ, ascended Lord, 
 All praise to you let earth accord: 
 Alleluia! Alleluia! 
 You are, while endless ages run, 
 With Father and with Spirit one.  
 Alleluia! Alleluia! 
 Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 
© Text: The Venerable Bede, 673-735; tr. Hymnal version, 1978.  Tune: Geistliche Kirchengesänge, Köln, 1623.  LASST UNS ERFREUEN 8 8 8 8 8 8 
and alleluias 

Postlude “A Hymn of Glory Let Us Sing” (Paul Manz) 
T   T   T 
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