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First Fruits Giving 
The Biblical concept of “first fruits” giving is rooted in the truth that 
everything we are and have comes from the Lord (Psalm 24:1). We belong to 
Him, and so we can only return to God what already belongs to Him: our 
selves, our time, and our possessions. As we focus in on Christian stewardship 
this year, we will emphasize first fruits giving vs. left-overs giving of our 
selves, our time, and our possessions, flowing out of a joyful response to all 
that God in Christ has done for us. 
Following their deliverance from slavery in Egypt, God’s people were 
instructed to offer the first fruits of their harvest to the Lord (Leviticus 23:9-
14; Deuteronomy 26:1-10). In the New Testament, first fruits offering begins 
with Jesus who is the “first fruits of those who have fallen asleep” (1 
Corinthians 15:20). Although never commanded by God in the New Testament, 
Paul does instruct believers to set aside a collection on the first day of the 
week (1 Corinthians 16:2). Because Jesus has set us free from the demands of 
the Law through his active obedience (keeping the Law perfectly in our behalf) 
as well as his passive obedience (becoming the sacrifice for our sins), 
Christians are under no obligation except to give from a cheerful heart 
overflowing with thanks (2 Corinthians 9:6-7). 
Our stewardship preaching series will take place on four successive weekends 
in October, culminating on Consecration Sunday October 26-27 (Reformation 
Sunday) with commitments for ministry in the coming year being brought to 
the altar in the worship services. We plan to have recorded stewardship 
witness talks that that tie in with the stewardship theme for each weekend 
leading up to Consecration Sunday. 
Our stewardship series will close with a Chili Cook-Off on Consecration 
Sunday, October 27, at 12 noon in the Fellowship Hall. Bring your super-
secret chili recipe for the competition (or simply to share) as we give thanks to 
the Lord for all his gifts in our lives! 
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Financial Report 

Worship in October 

October Birthdays 

(available on CCB) 

https://ccbchurch.s3.amazonaws.com/28804/storage/1/1540Birthdays_-_September.pdf?response-content-type=application%2Fpdf&X-Amz-Content-Sha256=UNSIGNED-PAYLOAD&X-Amz-Algorithm=AWS4-HMAC-SHA256&X-Amz-Credential=AKIAICXFTTHNFBAISLQA%2F20190829%2Fus-east-1%2Fs


October Stewardship Focus 
St. John’s Fall 2019 Stewardship Series is based on the Offertory Prayer that we have been using in worship over the 
summer and now in the fall as well: 
 Merciful Father, we offer with joy and thanksgiving what you have first given us: our selves, our time, and 
 our possessions, sigs of your gracious love. Receive them for the sake of him who offered himself for us, 
 Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  
The schedule below notes how this 3-part theme is going to be carried out week by week in October, culminating on 
Consecration Sunday, October 26-27 (Reformation Sunday). Please watch for a congregational mailing that will be 
in member mailboxes on the weekend of October 12-13. This mailing will contain a cover letter, step chart 
indicating levels of giving, the year-to-date financial contribution statement for each household, and an estimate 
of giving card for ministry support in 2020. Give this your prayerful attention and discernment as we look to how 
the Lord has blessed each of us and how we can support the ministry and mission of St. John’s in the coming year. 
May the Lord be glorified in each of our lives through our selves, our time, and our possessions!  

October 5-6: “First Fruits Giving: Our Selves” (Habakkuk 1:1-4, 2:1-4) 
The prophet Habakkuk lived at a time of great uncertainty: the northern kingdom of Israel had been destroyed 
by the Assyrians (722 B.C.), and Assyria was now giving way to another world power, Babylon. The underlying 
theme of Habakkuk is how can God use a wicked nation (Babylon) for his divine purpose? We, too, have 
questions about why evil seems to succeed. With such uncertainty, how do we offer first fruits giving of our 
selves? Habakkuk reminds us to remain faithful as the Lord’s vision for our lives comes to fruition. 

October 12-13: “First Fruits Giving: Our Time” (Ruth 1:1-19a) 
In the appointed Old Testament lesson for today, Ruth’s time is bound up with that of her mother-in-law, 
Naomi. Although Ruth is not an Israelite (she is from Moab), she says these beautiful words: “For where you go, 
I will go, and where you lodge I will lodge. Your people shall be my people, and your God my God” (Ruth 1:16). By 
God’s grace, Ruth becomes the great-grandmother of King David, and an ancestor of the Lord Jesus. Our life is 
bound up with Jesus, and our calling is to see the days and years of our lives as a gift from God to be used in ways 
that will honor God and be a blessing to others. 

October 19-20: “First Fruits Giving: Our Possessions” (Genesis 32:22-30) 
In the appointed Old Testament lesson for today, Jacob is returning to his father’s house after working for his 
uncle Laban for many years. Jacob is returning home with many children and flocks and possessions. In the 
night, he wrestles with God as he seeks his blessing. We, too, wrestle with God and his call for our lives, 
including honoring the Lord with our possessions. 

October 26-27: “First Fruits Giving: With Joy and Thanksgiving” (John 8:31-36)  
“So if the Son sets you free, you will be free indeed” (John 8:36). Jesus, the Son of God, has set us free from sin, 
death, and the power of the devil. Jesus, the Son of God, has set us free to offer with joy and thanksgiving our 
selves, our time, and our possessions in serve to the Lord. Commitments for ministry in 2020 will be brought to 
the altar during each worship services on this weekend as we celebrate the Festival of the Reformation.  



Financial 

Focus 
Year-to-date (YTD) operating fund 

contributions and expenses, for both the 

Church and the ECEC, are summarized below.  

Through the first two-thirds of 2019, Church 

operating income is tracking very closely to 

budget, and to 2018 actuals.  Thanks to diligent 

management by many ministry leaders, our total 

operating expenses are under budget by 

$14,061. We are also receiving some moderate 

investment income, which helps improve our 

overall financial picture, and as a result, overall 

net income is ahead of budget by $12,189.  At 

close to break even, this is great news! 

The ECEC is also experiencing strong financials 

YTD, with higher than budget revenue and 

lower than budget expenses.  To God be the 

glory! 

More details are posted on a bulletin board in 

the narthex or can be obtained from Angie 

Stiens, Church Council Minister of Finance 

(Council.Finance@sjlc.com). 

Thank you everyone for your ongoing financial 

stewardship! 

Craft Fair & Bake Sale 

Notes From The Crafters – September surprised me when it 
arrived this year.  Were you also surprised?  The summer went 
by so fast and now fall is in the air.  Fall is one of God’s many 
blessings.  The weather moderates, the colors are gorgeous, 
thoughts turn to home and hearth, and the St. John’s Annual 
Craft & Bake Sale is just a month away -- November 9, 2019.  
The Crafters have a great time through the year preparing for 
this event, but we can’t do it without you, the Congregation, 
helping us.  Your prayers are a blessing as we plan and craft.  
Your contributions of delicious savory and sweet foods make the 
Bake Sale part of the event a huge success.  We look forward to 
showcasing all the marvelous treats you provide.   
  

 
  
Finally, but oh, so important, is your attendance and support on 
the day of the event.  So mark your calendars for Saturday, 
November 9, 2019.  It’s not too early to begin thinking about 
and planning which of your favorite recipes to make and 
contribute.  Maybe there is a new recipe you would like to try.  
Our “customers” love the tried and true and are always eager to 
try something new and different.  I can’t wait!!  If you would like 
to check us out, we meet on Thursday evenings at 7:00 pm in 
the craft room at the back of the Fellowship Hall.  For more 
information or if you have questions, contact Karen Kemmet, 
703-971-5492 or kemmet@verizon.net 

Church August 2019 

YTD Operating Fund 
Actual Budget 

Operating Income 512,283 512,517 

Operating Expenses 522,772 536,833 

Net Ordinary Income (10,489) (24,316) 

Investment Income 

(after fees/distributions) 
8,695 10,333 

Net Income (Loss) (1,794) (13,983) 

ECEC August 2019 

YTD Operating Fund 
Actual Budget 

Income 559,161 555,930 

Total Expenses 511,713 532,580 

Net Income (Loss) 47,448 23,350 

mailto:kemmet@verizon.net


 

Worship in October 

 

2 Salaam Isa Annual Fundraising Banquet  

3 All Saints Sunday 

9 Annual Craft Fair & Bake Sale 

10 Reception of New Members 

17 Church Council 

21 ESL International Lunch and Dinner 

27 Worship on the Eve of National Day of Thanksgiving 
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Date Liturgical Date Scriptures Notes 

October 

5 & 6 

Seventeenth Sunday 

after Pentecost 

Habakkuk 1:1-4, 2:1-4 

Psalm 62 

2 Timothy 1:1-14 

Luke17:1-10 

Holy Communion: Sunday 10:45am 

• Week 1 of “First Fruits Giving” Stewardship  

October 

12 & 13 

Eighteenth Sunday 

after Pentecost 

Ruth 1:1-19a 

Psalm 111 

2 Timothy 2:1-13 

Luke 17:11-19 

Holy Communion: Saturday 5:00 pm, Sunday 8:00am 

• Week 2 of “First Fruits Giving” Stewardship  

• Columbus Day Weekend 

October 

19 & 20 

Nineteenth Sunday 

after Pentecost 

Genesis 32:22-30 

Psalm 121 

2 Timothy 3:14—4:5 

Luke 18:1-8 

Holy Communion: Sunday 10:45am 

• Week 3 of “First Fruits Giving” Stewardship  

• Intercessory Prayer after both Sunday services 

October 

26 & 27 

Festival of the 

Reformation 

Revelation 14:6-7 

Psalm 46 

Romans 3:19-28 

John 8:31-36 

Holy Communion: All services 

• Week 4 of “First Fruits Giving” Stewardship  

• Ingathering at all services of estimates of giving/

pledges for ministry in 2020 

• Chili Cook-Off celebration at Noon 

Reformation Day, Oct. 31 


