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Looking to 2020 
On Sunday, December 8, following the 10:45 a.m. service, the members 
of St. John’s will gather for our second regular congregational meeting 
of the year.  This meeting serves as an opportunity to highlight the 
work of our ministries over the past year, to approve our budget for 
2020, and to set the course for the New Year.  We encourage all voting 
members of the congregation to attend and be engaged in the work of 
our life together.  (No worries: lunch and childcare will be provided!) 
Here are some of the topics which are on the agenda for the voters 
meeting: 

Weinley Estate Gift 
Doris and Eugene Weinley very generously left the bulk of their 
estate to support the ministry of the gospel at St. John’s.  For the 
past two years, the congregation has been working with the 
executor of their estate and attorneys to determine what funds are 
(or are not) meant for the church.  This being the case, the 
congregation will hear a proposal to strategically disburse around 
one-half of the estate funds currently in St. John’s management. 

Church and Early Childhood Education Center (ECEC) Budget 
The Church Council has reviewed financial needs of the Church and 
ECEC for 2020 and will present a proposed budget for the year 
ahead.  Per congregational policy, this must come before the 
congregation for approval. 

Story continues inside... 
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Looking to 2020 (Cont’d.) 

Worship Life Discovery Group Report 
For the past six months, the Worship Life Discovery Group has worked to research and evaluate areas 
in which we might consider changes to our congregational worship life.  They have produced an 
initial report for the Church Council about ways to maximize our resource use and membership, and a 
summarized version of their findings will be shared with the congregation. 

ECEC Licensing 
In July, we became aware of an issue involving the allowable capacity limits on the ECEC’s license to 
operate.  The congregation and ECEC Board are working through a lengthy bureaucratic process to 
address a recent policy change, but there are NO planned changes to our current total capacity and 
NO changes at all to our current operations. 

Campus Projects Team 
The Campus Projects Team continues to ramp up for their work in assisting the congregation with 
the development and care of our buildings.  A large part of their work in 2020 will be looking ahead to 
the necessary renovation of the Fellowship Hall, assessing requirements with all of the groups that 
make use of this key component of St. John’s campus. 

SJLC Bylaws & Church Council Structure 
In order to be more adaptable and proactive in leadership for joining Jesus in his mission, the Church 
Council will propose a revision of our congregation’s Bylaws on three points: 1) a new Church Council 
structure which realigns existing ministries with our mission and vision under a slimmer structure, 
2) updating/redefinition of the Treasurer role to reflect our modern operating processes, and 3) 
updating of terminology and other “housekeeping” clean-up. 

Chancel Furnishings Project 
Sponsored by a generous memorial gift, the congregation has been working with the Center for 
Liturgical Art in Seward, NE to design a new, unified set of chancel furnishings to match St. John’s 
sanctuary space.  These new furnishings (baptismal font, altar candle stands, baptismal altar candle 
stands, Paschal candle stand, altar flower stand, and missal stand) look to be built under gifts from 
congregational and memorial gifts, at no cost to the operating budget of the congregation. 

We look forward to seeing you look forward to seeing you at the congregational meeting on December 8, 
and working together with you as God leads us into the new year ahead! 



Financial 

Focus 
Operating fund contributions and expenses 

through October 2019, for both the Church and 

the ECEC, are final and summarized below.   

For the church, operating income is exceeding 

operating expenses, leading to positive income 

before investment income. This is due in large part 

to faithful giving from members and friends, and 

diligent management of expenses.  Thank you! 

After investment income of $10,088, total net 

income is $34,274, which is $42,578 over budget. 

To God be the Glory!  SJLC investment income will 

be discussed at the voters’ meeting on December 

8.  Please make plans to attend! 

The ECEC is also experiencing strong financials, 

with net income of $68,390, compared to a 

budget of $34,520. 

More details are posted on a bulletin board in the 

narthex or can be obtained from Angie Stiens, 

Church Council Minister of Finance 

(Council.Finance@sjlc.com). 

Craft Fair & Bake Sale 

Notes From The Crafters – St. John’s 24th Annual Craft and 
Bake Sale was an overwhelming success!  The Creative 
Fellowship Crafters thank all who contributed to and helped 
with making this event such a memorable event.  We appreciate 
the items provided by our home crafters; these add diversity 
and interest.  The appealing and varied bake sale items were a 
real hit and allowed us to offer an outstanding selection of novel 
and delectable foods.  You, as well as your friends and family, 
are appreciated for your support, for shopping with us, for 
having lunch with us, and for your prayers.  As this year ends 
and we begin to look forward to next year’s 25th Annual Craft 
and Bake Sale, we want to encourage you to keep us in your 
prayers, to share your ideas and thoughts, and to join us 
however it fits into your life.  Let’s make the St. John’s 25th 
Annual Craft and Bake Sale another extraordinary success!  We 
can do it with your help.  If you would like to join the Creative 
Fellowship Crafters or visit just to see what we do, we meet 
Thursday evenings at 7:00 pm in the Craft Room located at the 
back of the Fellowship Hall.  We begin our new year on 
Thursday, January 2, 2020.  If you have questions or comments, 
please contact Karen Kemmet (kemmet@verizon.net, 703-971-
5492). 

Church October 2019 

YTD Operating Fund 
Actual Budget 

Operating Income 660,063 640,646 

Operating Expenses 635,877 661,867 

Net Ordinary Income 24,186 (21,221) 

Investment Income 

(after fees/distributions) 
10,088 12,917 

Net Income (Loss) 34,274 (8,304) 

ECEC October 2019 

YTD Operating Fund 
Actual Budget 

Income 699,637 694,912 

Total Expenses 631,247 660,392 

Net Income (Loss) 68,390 34,520 

mailto:kemmet@verizon.net


 

Worship in December 

 

4 & 5 The Epiphany of Our Lord 

5  Discipleship 101 Begins 

8 Confirmation Mid-year Potluck 

10 Pinewood Derby Movie Night 

10-12 Baltimore QUAKE Winter retreat 

25  Salaam Isa Mission Society Outreach  

 Training Seminar 

StJohnsAlexandria StJohnsLCMS www.sjlc.com 

President 

Elisabeth Auld 

VP / Admin 

Jim Haugan 

Finance 

Angie Stiens 

Secretary 

Scott Webb 

 

 

Community Care 

Vacant 

Cong. Care 

Cathy Long 

Education 

Nicole Johnston 

Equipping 

Chuck Fosse 

 

 

Fellowship 

Sarah Finger 

Outreach 

Mark Guilfoil 

Worship 

Denise Canter 

Youth 

Elizabeth Romeo 

Date Liturgical Date Notes 

December 4 Advent Midweek Service of Lessons and Carols at 7:30pm 

December 7 & 8 Second Sunday of Advent Holy Communion: Sunday at 8:00am 

• Congregational voters meeting following Sunday’s late service 

December 8  Handbell Christmas Concert (4:30pm) and Christmas cookie reception 

December 11 Advent Midweek Midday worship at Noon 

December 13  Early Childhood Education Center children’s program (5:00pm) and reception 

December 14 & 15 Third Sunday of Advent Holy Communion: Saturday 5:00pm, Sunday 8:00am 

• Intercessory Prayer following Sunday services 

• Christmas program at 10:45am Sunday service 

December 19  “When Christmas Hurts” 

• A service designed for any who may be experiencing this holiday season 

with hurt, grief, or sadness 

December 21 & 22 Fourth Sunday of Advent 10:00am Sunday worship with Holy Communion 

• No Sunday morning Children’s Ministry 

• Bible class will meet at 9:00am 

• Christmas Caroling at 5:30pm 

December 24 Christmas Eve 5:00pm—Children’s Christmas Eve Service 

7:30pm—Candlelight Service with Holy Communion 

10:00pm—Piano-led Candlelight Service with Holy Communion 

December 25 Christmas Day 10:00am worship with Holy Communion 

• Nursery not available 

December 28 & 29 First Sunday after 

Christmas 

10:00am Sunday worship with Holy Communion 

• No Sunday morning Children’s Ministry 

• Bible class will meet at 9:00am 

December 31 New Year’s Eve 5:00pm worship with Holy Communion 


