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Welcome to a new academic year! We are so pleased that each student and family is a part of this community of faith 

and learning. The entire faculty of St. John’s thanks you for trusting us with facilitating your children’s education. I hope 

you know that we all take this responsibility very seriously, and we pray for your continued faithful partnership as we 

strive to be the very best for each child.  

Several parents have asked for some of the resources I referenced during the parent information meeting this past 

Monday.  The first book I mentioned was Never Split the Difference written by Chris Voss, a former hostage negotiator 

and leadership speaker.  Mr. Voss’ approach to empathetic questioning is a fantastic tool that can be used for conflict 

resolution and bedtime negotiations. The second book was written by psychiatrist Mark Goulston, Talking to “Crazy.”  

This is a wonderful book and fun read that can help guide conversations and learning when our kids move/escalate to 

the irrational.  

As we begin another academic year together here is a reminder of St. John’s broad learning targets: 

 

 



 

 

 

 

LIVE SCAN  

All parent volunteers who will be driving on field trips or working with students alone (i.e. coaching, academic pullout, 

etc.) need to be Live Scanned. This inkless fingerprint process has replaced our current background check system. Live 

Scan will be on campus next Thursday, August 22, from 10:00 a.m.-5:00p.m. 

If you are unable to make this window of time next Thursday, please pick up the form in the school office and visit the 

UPS store on White Lane.  

UPS Store 

7850 White Ln. Ste. E.  

The Live Scan form may be found in the school office and pre-filled for a quick digital scan. The Live Scan itself will only 

take 5-10 minutes if the form is accurately completed. 

Reminders 

● Gates are locked at 8:10 and remain locked throughout the day, opening at 2:55 for pick-up.  

● The north parking lot is set aside for Jr. High use only.  

● The far northeast gate is open in the morning from 7:00-8:00  and afternoons after 3:45 for Extended Care 

families. Extended Care meets in the two classrooms across from the library. 

● Is your Sycamore information accurate? Please be sure to update any changes immediately. 

● Remember to read the updated Student & Parent Handbook posted to www.sjlschool.org (hardcopies available 

in the school office) and submit your family’s signed Statement of Acknowledgement form. 

 

http://www.sjlschool.org/


 

Upcoming Calendar Events 

Aug. 22 Live Scan on Campus; 10:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m. 

Aug. 26-30 6th Grade at Camp KEEP 

Aug. 30 Denim Day – be sure to get your money in for this Student Council fundraiser! 

Sept. 2 Labor Day – No School 

Sept. 4 Staff Meeting – early dismissal at 2:00 p.m. (grades K-3) and 2:15 p.m. (grades 4-8) 

Sept. 9-13 “A Bountiful Affair” Procurement Week 

Sept. 17-19 School Pictures 

Substitute Teachers needed!  SJLS is in need of good substitutes.  If you know of a good candidate for our school, please 

direct that person to Patrice Appold (pappold@sjlschool.org or (661) 664-8090).  Applicants need to submit a resume 

and an employment application which is found on our website www.sjlschool.org/resources/forms/employment 

Library -- 

Birthday Book Club 

Let us celebrate your student’s Special Day together AND benefit our ever-growing 

Library! Be part of the St. John’s Birthday Book Club! Go online (link below) of the 

Birthday Book Club form and submit it no later than the 2nd Friday of your student’s 

Birthday Month. Once submitted with payment, your student will choose a NEW book 

from the Library’s Birthday Book Stash that will be added into circulation for their 

fellow students to enjoy. The chosen book will have a special Book Plate added to the 

front cover and your student will be the first to “check out” their new book before 

anyone else! Birthday Books are usually presented at the Friday Assembly during the 

student’s Birthday Month, feel free to join us for the presentation!  

Birthday Book Club Form 

Box Tops 

Clip those Box Tops and turn them in to your student’s homeroom by the 15th of each month  to be counted 

towards that month’s Box Top Competition! The class that collects the most Box Tops for the month wins the 

coveted Box Top Competition Trophy to display in their classroom and a special treat. Beyond the classroom 

competition, our school earns funds towards new Library books! To date, the school has received $20,000+ just 

for clipping and collecting! Keep on Clipping! 

Sports -- Volleyball and Football permission forms were sent home today, Friday, August 16. They are due back by 

Wednesday, August 21.  A practice schedule will be sent home as soon as details have been finalized. We will need 

coaches for both volleyball and football. The need will be defined as soon as we know how many teams we will have 

after the forms are turned in on Wednesday.  If you have an interest and the time to commit to help coach, please 

contact Mr. Spiva by email, dspiva@sjlschool.org or call the school office and leave a message, and Mr. Spiva will get 

back to you as quickly as he can. 

We have scrip right here at the school office (and also available on Sunday mornings 

in between services in the lobby). Purchasing scrip gift cards at face value for your 

regular shopping, travel (including gas), and gift giving needs supports our school as a 

percentage of each purchase goes directly to the school. Order forms are available in 

the school office or on the website at www.sjlschool.org. Thank you for supporting 

our school while you shop! 
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