The Lord’s Day
MOR N I N G WOR S H I P

December 20, 2020 • 11:00 a.m.
“Lord, now you are letting your servant depart in peace, according to your word; for my
eyes have seen your salvation that you have prepared in the presence of all peoples, a light
for revelation to the Gentiles, and for glory to your people Israel.”
~ Luke 2:29-32

▶ LIGHTING OF ADVENT - CANDLE OF JOY
▶ PRELUDE

Andantino poco allegretto

César Frank

▶ WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
▶ *CALL TO WORSHIP - Luke 2:29-32

* The congregation stands.
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▶ *THE HYMN OF PRAISE.................................Hark the Herald Angels Sing (Hymn#203)
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▶ *THE PRAYER OF INVOCATION
▶ *THE CONFESSION OF FAITH - The Word Made Flesh
We confess the mystery and wonder of God made flesh and rejoice in our great salvation through
Jesus Christ our Lord. With the Father and the Holy Spirit, the Son created all things, sustains all
things, and makes all things new. Truly God, He became truly man, two natures in one person. He
was born of the Virgin Mary and lived among us. Crucified, dead, and buried, He rose on the third
day, ascended to heaven, and will come again in glory and judgment. For us, He kept the Law,
atoned for sin, and satisfied God’s wrath. He took our filthy rags and gave us His righteous robe.
He is our Prophet, Priest, and King, building His church, interceding for us, and reigning over all
things. Jesus Christ is Lord; we praise His holy Name forever. Amen.

▶ *THE HYMN OF AFFIRMATION O Come, All Ye Faithful

(Hymn#208 Stanza 4)

Yea, Lord, we greet thee, born this happy morning: Jesus, to thee be all glory give’n; Word of the
Father, late in flesh appearing; O come, let us adore him, O come, let us adore him, O come, let us
adore him, Christ the Lord.

▶ THE PASTORAL PRAYER...............................................................................Rev. Danny Myers
▶ THE ANTHEM

Angels We Have Heard On High

arr. John Longhurst

Angels we have heard on high sweetly singing o’er the plains and the mountains in reply echoing
their joyous strains. Gloria, in excelsis Deo! Shepherds, why this jubilee? Why your joyous strains
prolong? What the gladsome tidings be which inspire your heavenly song? Gloria, in excelsis Deo!
Come to Bethlehem and see Him whose birth the angels sing, Come, adore on bended knee, Christ
the Lord, the newborn King. Gloria, in excelsis Deo! Joyful hearts with one accord, spread the
tidings far and wide. Born to us is Christ the Lord, at this happy Christmastide. Gloria, in excelsis
Deo!

▶ THE LORD’S TITHES & OUR OFFERINGS
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▶ *THE HYMN OF PREPARATION..........................Come Thou Long Expected Jesus(Hymn#196)
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▶ *THE SCRIPTURE READING...........................................................Genesis 3:16-19, 23-24; Luke 2:4-14
16 To the woman he said, “I will surely multiply your pain in childbearing; in pain you shall bring forth
children. Your desire shall be for your husband, and he shall rule over you.”
17 And to Adam he said, “Because you have listened to the voice of your wife and have eaten of the tree of
which I commanded you, ‘You shall not eat of it,’ cursed is the ground because of you; in pain you shall
eat of it all the days of your life;
18 thorns and thistles it shall bring forth for you; and you shall eat the plants of the field.
19 By the sweat of your face you shall eat bread, till you return to the ground, for out of it you were taken;
for you are dust, and to dust you shall return.”
23 therefore the Lord God sent him out from the garden of Eden to work the ground from which he was
taken.
24 He drove out the man, and at the east of the garden of Eden he placed the cherubim and a flaming
sword that turned every way to guard the way to the tree of life.

4 And Joseph also went up from Galilee, from the town of Nazareth, to Judea, to the city of David, which
is called Bethlehem, because he was of the house and lineage of David,
5 to be registered with Mary, his betrothed, who was with child.
6 And while they were there, the time came for her to give birth.
7 And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in swaddling cloths and laid him in a manger,
because there was no place for them in the inn.
8 And in the same region there were shepherds out in the field, keeping watch over their flock by night.
9 And an angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they
were filled with great fear.
10 And the angel said to them, “Fear not, for behold, I bring you good news of great joy that will be for all
the people.
11 for unto you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord.
12 And this will be a sign for you: you will find a baby wrapped in swaddling cloths and lying in a
manger.
13 And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising God and saying,
14 “Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace among those with whom he is pleased!”

▶ THE SERMON....................................................Crisis of Christmas: The imPerfect Birth, Rev. Joel Smit
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▶ *THE HYMN OF THANKSGIVING................................It Came Upon the Midnight Clear
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▶ *THE BENEDICTION
▶ *CONGREGATIONAL CHORUS Joy to the World! The Lord Is Come (Hymn#195 Stanza 3)
No more let sins and sorrows grow, nor thorns infest the ground; he comes to make
his blessings flow far as the curse is found, far as the curse is found, far as, far as the
curse is found.
▶ *POSTLUDE

Grand Chœur

César Frank

Sermon Notes
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SMYRNA
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News & Events
HAT AND GLOVE TREE
We’re collecting new hats, gloves, scarves &
socks to help minister to our Smyrna neighbors that are in need. If you want to participate
please place your gifts on or around the Christmas tree in the Narthex. We will be collecting
these items thru January 3rd & will deliver them
to MUST MINISTRIES in Smyrna. Questions?
Please contact Mark or Pat Jackson.

reach -- despite the social-distance -- can go
a long way in these pandemic-weary, isolated
times. For more information, e-mail the oasis
ministry at oasis@smyrnapres.org.

HELPING HANDS LEADER
Looking for a way to get involved? We are in
search of a new Helping Hands Leader! The
Helping Hands ministry exists to provide
meals for church members in need of help (after
having a baby, going through cancer treatment,
surgery, etc). If you’re interested in the position
please contact Stefanie Smit at 770-676-8064
or Stefanie.carolyne@gmail.com. She will help
the individual taking over work through this
process and discuss situations when meals are
appropriate,the email list, helpful suggestions,
and more!

NURSERY NEEDS
The nursery is prayerfully looking for 1 more
Sunday School teacher for ages 2-4 as well as
volunteers for the 2’s and 3’s during Service.
Both would begin in January.

OPERATION: CHRISTMAS CHEER
Share your joy in Christ with our church family during the month of December by becoming an Operation Christmas Cheer Volunteer.
By praying for one another & sending cards of
encouragement, you can help make someone’s
heart merrier during this season. A little out-
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SPC MEN’S GATHERING
The next Men’s Gathering is scheduled for
Monday, December 21st from 7:30pm to 9pm at
Bad Daddy’s Burger Bar on Atlanta Road.

