Christmas Eve
Candlelight Service
December 24, 2020 • 5:00 p.m.

▶ PRELUDE

Choral Prelude on ‘Es is ein Ros’ entsprungen’

▶ WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
▶ CHORALE ANTHEM

The First Noel

▶ *CALL TO WORSHIP
My soul magnifies the Lord!
My spirit rejoices in God my Savior!
For the mighty One has done great things for us!
Holy is His name!
Let us worship Him.
For God is our Maker and our Redeemer;
from generation to generation God gives mercy.
▶ SPECIAL MUSIC

Greensleeves
* The congregation stands.

Johannes Brahm

Rev. Joel Smit

arr. Dan Forest

Rev. Danny Myers

Catherine MacGregor, Violin
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▶ FIRST READING......................................................................................................Darkness & Light
Braxton & Leslie Bohannon

Genesis 1:1-5
1 “In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth.”
2 “The earth was without form and void, and darkness was over the face of the deep.
And the Spirit of God was hovering over the face of the waters.”
3 “And God said, “Let there be light,” and there was light.”
4 “And God saw that the light was good. And God separated the light from the
darkness.”
5 “God called the light Day, and the darkness he called Night. And there was evening
and there was morning, the first day.”
Genesis 3:15-20
15 “I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your offspring and her
offspring; he shall bruise your head, and you shall bruise his heel.”
16 “To the woman he said, “I will surely multiply your pain in childbearing; in pain
you shall bring forth children. Your desire shall be for your husband, and he shall rule
over you.”
17 “And to Adam he said, “Because you have listened to the voice of your wife and
have eaten of the tree of which I commanded you, You shall not eat of it, cursed is the
ground because of you; in pain you shall eat of it all the days of your life;”
18 “thorns and thistles it shall bring forth for you; and you shall eat the plants of the
field.”
19 “By the sweat of your face you shall eat bread, till you return to the ground, for out
of it you were taken; for you are dust, and to dust you shall return.”
20 “The man called his wife’s name Eve, because she was the mother of all living.”
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▶ * THE HYMN..............................................................................O Come, O Come Emmanuel
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▶ SECOND READING...........................................................................Dawning of a New Light
Max & Allie Thelen
Isaiah 7:14
14 “Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign. Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear
a son, and shall call his name Immanuel.”
Isaiah 9:2,6-7
2 “The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who dwelt in a land of
deep darkness, on them has light shone.”
6 “For to us a child is born, to us a son is given; and the government shall be upon his
shoulder, and his name shall be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father,
Prince of Peace.”
7 “Of the increase of his government and of peace there will be no end, on the throne of David
and over his kingdom, to establish it and to uphold it with justice and with righteousness from
this time forth and forevermore. The zeal of the Lord of hosts will do this.”
Luke 1:26-33
26 “In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent from God to a city of Galilee named
Nazareth,”
27 “to a virgin betrothed to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David. And the
virgin’s name was Mary.”
28 “And he came to her and said, “Greetings, O favored one, the Lord is with you!”
29 “But she was greatly troubled at the saying, and tried to discern what sort of greeting this
might be.”
30 “And the angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God.”
31 “And behold, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you shall call his name
Jesus.”
32 “He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High. And the Lord God will give to
him the throne of his father David,”
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▶ * THE HYMN.........................................Angels We Have Heard on High (Trinity Hymnal #214)
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▶ THIRD READING.........................................................................................The Light of Christ
Ed & Marsha Gleason
Luke 2:1-7
1 “In those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all the world should be
registered. “
2 “This was the first registration when Quirinius was governor of Syria.”
3 “And all went to be registered, each to his own town.”
4 “And Joseph also went up from Galilee, from the town of Nazareth, to Judea, to the city of
David, which is called Bethlehem, because he was of the house and lineage of David,”
5 “to be registered with Mary, his betrothed, who was with child.”
6 “And while they were there, the time came for her to give birth.”
7 “And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in swaddling clothes and laid him
in a manager, because there was no place for them in the inn.”
John 8:12
12 “Again Jesus spoke to them, saying, “I am the light of the world. Whoever follows me will
not walk in darkness, but will have the light of life.”

▶ THE ANTHEM

O Holy Night

Adolphe Adam

O Holy Night! The stars are brightly shining it is the night of the dear Savior’s birth!
Long lay the world in sin and error pining till he appeared and the soul felt its worth.
A thrill of hope the weary soul rejoices. For yonder breaks a new and glorious morn!
Fall on your knees, Oh hear the angel voices, Oh Holy Night, Oh night divine. Truly He
taught us to love one another. His law is love and His gospel is peace. Chains shall He
break for the slave is our brother. And in His name all oppression shall cease. Sweet
hymns of joy in grateful chorus raise we, let all within us praise His holy name. Christ
is the Lord, the ever praised we. His power and glory evermore proclaim. He knows
our need to our weakness no stranger; Behold your King! Before Him lowly bend.
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▶ FOURTH READING..................................................Exaltation & Praise for the New King
Josh & Yetunde Fogarty
Luke 2:13-20
13 “And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising God and
saying,”
14 “Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace among those with whom he is pleased!”
15 “When the angels went away from them into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, “Let us
go over to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has made known to
us.”
16 “And they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby lying in a manger.”
17 “And when they saw it, they made known the saying that had told them concerning this child.”
18 “And all who heard it wondered at what the shepherds told them.”
19 “But Mary treasured up all these things, pondering them in her heart.”
20 “And the shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it
had been told them.”

Luke 2:25-32
25 “Now there was a man in Jerusalem, whose name was Simeon, and this man was righteous and
devout, waiting for the consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit was upon him.”
26 “And it had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he would not see death before he had
seen the Lord’s Christ.”
27 “And he came in the spirit into the temple, and when the parents brought in the child Jesus, to
do for him according to the custom of the Law,
28 “he took him up in his arms and blessed God and said,
29 “Lord, now you are letting your servant depart in peace, according to your word:
30 “ for my eyes have seen your salvation”
31 “that you have prepared in the presence of all peoples,”
32 “a light for revelation to the Gentiles, and for glory to your people Israel.”
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▶ * THE HYMN.............................................................What Child Is This? (Trinity Hymnal #213)
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* The congregation stands.

▶ PRAYER

Rev. Danny Myers

▶ THE MESSAGE....................Crisis of Christmas: The Purpose of His Birth, Rev. Joel Smit
▶ CANDLELIGHTING
▶ *THE HYMN..................................................Silent Night! Holy Night! (Trinity Hymnal #210)
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▶ LITANY OF CANDLELIGHT
Pastor: The people walking in darkness...................................................................................Isaiah 9:2
People: Have seen a great light
Pastor: Arise, Shine, your light has come..............................................................................Isaiah 60:1
People: And the glory of the Lord shall rise upon you.
Pastor: For unto you this day is born......................................................................................... Luke 2:11
People: A Savior who is Christ the Lord.
Pastor: Therefore you are the light of the world
People: Let your light shine before men, so that they may see your good works and
glorify your Father in heaven..................................................................Matthew 5:14,16
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▶ *THE HYMN..............................Joy to the World! The Lord Is Come (Trinity Hymnal #195)
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▶ *BLESSING OF CHRISTMAS
▶ *CONGREGATIONAL CHORUS Good Christian Men, Rejoice (Hymn#207Stanza 3)
Good Christian men, rejoice, with heart and soul and voice; now ye need not fear
the grave: Jesus Christ was born to save! Calls you one and calls you all to gain his
everlasting hall. Christ was born to save! Christ was born to save!
▶ *POSTLUDE
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Trumpet Tune

Benjamin M. Cull

