
The Presbyview 
From Pastor Smit’s Desk –March 2019 

Sermon on the Mount: Ministering to our Culture 
In March we are beginning a new series on the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus teaching from Matthew chapters 5-7. This is the 

longest, consecutive sermon of Jesus in the Scriptures and it leaves no doubt to the style of Jesus preaching and teaching: Je-

sus aims at the heart - and from the heart to radical life change. As we enter into this wonderful study, be ready to have your 

heart and mind probed by this provocative teaching of Jesus. If we hear and rightly apply it – we cannot help but be changed 

by it. Are you ready for such change?  
 

Here is an article on the Sermon on the Mount, and how it radically changes us and how we view the world around us:  
  

In the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus compares His people to a city on a mountain (Matt. 5:14). It is a strik-

ing image, the point of which is that such a city, on such a prominent elevation, cannot be hidden. It is conspicu-

ous. It stands out. It can be seen by all. The application is arresting, immediate, and direct. Christians are mani-

fest, observable, and pronounced. Like salt on a plate of food, or like light shining in a dark place, they are distinct 

in the way they live and regulate their lives from day to day. 
 

The illustration serves at one and the same time to make a contrast and a comparison. The contrast is that 

the city is elevated, while those who observe it live elsewhere. The image works because the one reality—the salt, 

the light, and the city—is the very opposite of the other—the food, the darkness, and the valley. 
 

But there is a point of comparison as well. The city belongs to the same territory as the valley. It is not over the 

horizon. It is engaged every day in the view of those who dwell nearby. Which is the point, surely, that Jesus is 

making in His great kingdom message. Christians, by definition, belong to the kingdom of Christ. The primary loy-

alty of every believer is to Jesus, and His claim on the lives of His people is absolute. He has given them a kingdom 

(Heb. 12:28) and an inheritance (1 Peter 1:3), as a consequence of which they are citizens of a heavenly world 

(Phil. 3:20), looking to things that are unseen and eternal (2 Cor. 4:17–18). 
 

Yet, all around them the world changes. Cultural patterns shift. Fashions change, technology advances, 

science develops, lifestyles evolve. And notwithstanding the fact that His people are not of this world, Jesus specifi-

cally says to His Father, “I do not ask that you take them out of the world” (John 17:15). 
 

The situation of the believer presents at least three unique challenges. First, it presents a challenge of faith. The 

Christian message can never be easily domesticated in the world; since the days of Jesus and the Apostles, there 

has been no culture that was ready to entertain the message of the crucified and exalted Messiah. To the Jews it 

was an offense, and to the Greeks it was utter folly (1 Cor. 1:22–23). Modern culture is no less and no more ready 

to welcome this radical message that demands repentance and faith in God. To remain conspicuous as a city on a 

hill requires Christians to grow in their faith, to be able to articulate it and ready to profess it, and to be prepared 

to give a reason for the hope they have (1 Peter 3:15). It is precisely for that reason that the church is necessary—

so that through the preaching of the Word and participation in the sacraments, we will be grounded in the faith 

we profess. 
 

Second, the changing face of modern culture also presents a challenge of morality to the people of God. If 

the Sermon on the Mount articulates the parameters of kingdom life, then its ethic is one of righteousness, holiness, 

and integrity. More than that, it is not a surface ethic that pleases people, but a heart ethic that pleases God. Inter-

estingly, the issues Christ raises to illustrate this point are the very issues that surface in modern cultures every-

where. Issues of anger, lust, marriage, retaliation, charity, perjury—these are the issues of modern newspaper 

headlines. Cultures change, but sometimes they change in the way shop windows change, showing what is inside in 

new ways. Man’s heart is what shapes man’s culture, and changing cultural norms are often only new expressions 

of old heart problems. Over against this, Christians are to be morally upright and blameless, living by the ethic of 

Christ’s kingdom and subject to His lordship. That can present its own unique challenges, but it is surely one of 

the reasons Christ teaches His people to pray “lead us not into temptation” (Matt. 6:13). 
 

 

Continued on page 6 
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United Kingdom Missions’ Work 
 

Who would have anticipated 100 years ago that the United Kingdom (UK)---who sent out great missionar-
ies like William Carey, Hudson Taylor, and Amy Carmichael—would by now be in great need of missions?  
Smyrna Presbyterian (SPC) currently supports two missionaries there: Andy Young in Oxford and Ben 
Thomas, who will be starting a church plant in Lincoln, England.  Kevin Bidwell, their coworker, whom we 
do not currently support, has started a church in Sheffield, England.  As God’s word is spreading in the 
UK, and people are hungry for the truth of the gospel, a Reformed church has been planted in Manches-
ter, as well.  We are grateful for the Lord’s providence in providing these missionaries to England. 
 
Kevin Bidwell will visit SPC later this month.  Kevin reports that for the first time in over 100 years the Lord 
is recovering confessional Presbyterianism in England.  In early January 2019, the 5th annual Refor-
mation Bible Conference had many in attendance to hear three speakers: Rick Philips, Andy Young 
(Oxford) and Kevin Bidwell.  The conference was staged in the historic Sheffield Chapel (1629).  Just days 
before Christmas 2018, the builder completed the newly configured Chapel extension.  The Chapel is now 
back in operation for its intended purpose and, in fact, the local zoning department is entering it for an ar-
chitectural award.  It is interesting to note that they have already identified a need to double the size of the 
parking lot, to add an extra building for gardening and other equipment, and to plan for phase 3 future 
growth.  It is very encouraging to see this and other old meeting houses being brought back into service in 
England. 
 
In mid-January, Kevin Bidwell travelled to Uganda with a young man from the Sheffield church and anoth-
er EPCEW minister to teach at a pastors’ conference on the fifteen most relevant chapters in the West-
minster Confession. The Westminster Standards (hardback with essays), and paperbacks of the Westmin-
ster Confession, Larger Catechism, and Shorter Catechism are being sent to attendees at the two Gen-
eral Assemblies in Uganda.  If you would like to contribute financially towards this exciting shipment, 
which is intended for local distribution around East Africa, please email Kevin at kevinjbidwell@me.com to 
tell him you would like to help support this effort. 
 
Additionally, Kevin and his wife, Maria, hope to acquire accreditation for their Pregnancy Advice Center in 
Sheffield shortly.  Maria is a trained sonographer and a team has been formed to open a center that is 
equipped with an ultrasound machine.  This will enable them to offer women a free ultrasound image.  
Just as we have seen this ministry touch young hearts and lives here in the U.S, this important work will 
reach many young women and provide them the hope that is in Christ.  Please ask the Lord to bless the 
Sheffields as they launch this vital ministry in England.  Please pray and give to this work financially, as 
you are led. This is a separate operation from the Sheffield Presbyterian Church, but Kevin will serve as 
the director of this center. 
 
Please continue to be in prayer for the Bidwells, Youngs and Thomases as they minister to those who are 
thirsty for the life-saving power of the Gospel in the UK.  Pray that the members of their church bodies will 
mature in the Lord and that the church will increase their ministry to others in the community.  Pray that as 
more join their church and its ministries, they will have increased financial support to expand their im-
portant work. Think of ways you can encourage these new young missionaries to England and, in the 
meantime, never give up praying for them! 



The Sacrament of the LORD’s Supper will be  

administered on Sunday, March 3rd 

during the morning worship service and on 

March 17th during our evening worship  

service. 
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MEN OF THE COVENANT 
All men and boys are invited to attend our Saturday 

morning Bible study, breakfast and prayer time on 

Saturday, March 23rd beginning at 8:30 a.m.  

Chick Fil A breakfast will be provided.  

Ministry Opportunities 

 

Tuesday, March 5th—10:00 A.M. 
Love Circle - Will meet in the church parlor. Nursery 
is provided. 
 

Tuesday, March 12th—7:15 P.M. 
Gentleness Circle - Will meet at the home of Page 
Whitfield. 
 

Thursday, March 7th—10:00 A.M. 
Faithfulness Circle – Will meet in the church parlor. 
 

Saturday, March 9th—8:45 A.M. 
Kindness Circle - Will meet in the church fellowship 
hall. 
 
WIC Council will meet Wednesday, March 27th at 
6:00 p.m. in the conference room. 
 

 

The Missions Committee will meet Sunday,  
March 10th immediately following the evening  
worship service in the church conference room. 

 

The men's Bible study will be held Monday, 

March 11th and Monday, March 25th beginning 

at 8:00 p.m. at the home of Matt Hammond. 

Pray that the men in our church would use this 

time to learn and grow together in Christ. 

Meals on Wheels Schedule 
 

March 11th ~ Jean Campbell 
March 25th ~ Martha Shirley 
 
April 8th ~ Crystal Katrek 
April 22nd ~ Jean Campbell 
 
 

We need volunteers to assist with meals on wheels for the 
upcoming season. The meals are already prepared so all 
that is required is a valid drivers’ license. Please prayerful-
ly consider volunteering towards this ministry. See Jean 
Campbell if you have any questions or if you are willing 
to serve.  

On Tuesday, March 19th we will meet at the 
O’Charleys on East West Connector @ 11:30 a.m. 
for a time of Bible study, food, and fellowship. 
Hope to see you all there! 

CHILDREN’S CHURCH  

TEACHER NEEDED 
 

We are in need of more children’s church teachers dur-

ing morning worship. Anyone who feels led to teach 

our covenant children, please see Paris Garrett. 



Prayer Shawl Ministry 
 

The Prayer Shawl Ministry will  meet Thurs-

day, March 28th at 10:00 a.m. in the parlor. 

See Donna Hall for details. 

 

 

 

Please join us for our Wednesday night  

fellowship meal & Bible study on each Wednesday 
night beginning at 5:30 p.m. We hope to see you there! 
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The fellowship meal will begin at 5:30 p.m. 
with clean-up beginning around 6:15 p.m. so 
evening activities can begin promptly at 6:30 
p.m. with activities winding up at 7:30 p.m. 
The cost is $4 per person with a $12 cap per 
family. After the meal, we will gather for a time 
of prayer & Bible study. We look forward to 
seeing you all there. 
 

March 6th~ Regular Meal 

March 13th ~ Regular Meal 

March 20th~ Regular Meal 

March 27th ~ Regular Meal 

Greeter Schedule 
 
 

March 3rd 

Church Wing— Julie Ramsey 

School Wing— David & Gail Stallings 
 

March 10th 

Church Wing— Jim & Janice Pitts 

School Wing— Smadja Hart 
 

March 17th 

Church Wing— Jill, Gina & Stella Fogarty 

School Wing— Howard & Jean Campbell 
 

March 24th 

Church Wing— Chip & Sis Howell 

School Wing— Dervon Douglas 
 

March 31st 

Church Wing— Randy & Page Whitfield 

School Wing— Rose Zang 

 

April 7th 

Church Wing— Dan & Donna Hall 

School Wing— David & Gail Stallings 
 

April 14th 

Church Wing— Jill, Gina, & Stella Fogarty 

School Wing— Howard & Jean Campbell 
 

April 21st 

Church Wing— Smadja Hart 

School Wing— Crystal & Lucy Katrek 
 

April 28th 

Church Wing— Tom & Maxine Miller 

School Wing— Ralph & Evelyn Canup 

Dear Smyrna Presbyterian Church Family, 
 

Thank you so much for thinking of us during 

such a difficult time. Your thoughtfulness is 

greatly appreciated! Your prayers, love and 

support of us means so much. 
 

The flowers you sent to the funeral home were 

beautiful. My mom would have loved them! 

 

In Christ’s Love 

Susan Holland 
 



 

 
 

 
 

If you have a conflict with your designated Sunday, 

please contact Joy Douglas. We ask that all assigned 

nursery workers report at 10:30 a.m. to relieve choir 

members. Sign up sheets will be placed in the Narthex for 

volunteers for SS and Night Nursery coverage.  
 

March 3rd 

Infant— Crystal Katrek/Kristin Soileau 

Toddler— Caroline Wesley/Josh Stevenson 

2’s & 3’s—Amanda Stevenson/Brandon Soileau 

Extra—Danny Powell 

Floater—Lily Becker 

Children’s Church—Paris Garrett/Lucy Katrek 

 

March 10th 
Infant— Leah Thomas/Kelly Becker 

Toddler— Susan Holland/Smadja Hart 

2’s & 3’s—Ruth O’Neal/Scott Holland 

Extra—Scott Crooks 

Floater—Gina Fogarty 

Children’s Church—Paris Garrett/Will Holland 

 

March 17th 

Infant— Courtney Anders/Kelly Becker 

Toddler— Hortense Bediam/Jamie Hughes 

2’s & 3’s—Tansy Ridings/Mason Anders 

Extra– Mike Becker 

Floater—Ella Becker 

Children’s Church—Micayla Clark/Eryn Ridings 

 

March 24th 

Infant— Jill Fogarty/Kelly Becker 

Toddler— Jean Campbell/Howard Campbell 

2’s & 3’s—Anh Phan/Mary MacGregor 

Extra– James Wesley 

Floater—Paige Crooks 

Children’s Church—Ruth O’Neal/Denise Phan 

 

March 31st 

Infant— Evelyn Canup/Margaret MacGregor 

Toddler— Gail Stallings/Ellen Milberger 

2’s & 3’s—Julie Ramsey/Dwight Thomas 

Extra– Andy Fogarty 

Floater—Henry Katrek 

Children’s Church—Shirley Hovey/Emma Hovey 

Happy Birthday to: 
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John Ridings .............................................. 1 

Tom Miller ................................................ 2 

Willa Fogarty ............................................ 2 

Danny Powell ............................................ 4 

Linda Osborne ........................................... 5 

Page Whitfield ........................................... 6 

Spencer King ............................................. 9 

Brooks Lee .............................................. 12 

Chip Howell ............................................ 15 

Doreen Hall ............................................. 16 

Ruth O’Neal ............................................ 17 

Matt Ramsey ........................................... 18 

Joy Douglas ............................................. 19 

Stephen Gleason ...................................... 20 

Pat Barnett ............................................... 21 

Carlie Ogburn .......................................... 21 

Jean Campbell ......................................... 22 

Wyatt Wesley .......................................... 22 

Barbara Hines .......................................... 24 

Matthew Campbell .................................. 24 

Henry Stiles ............................................. 29 

Janice Pitts ............................................... 30 

Leland Brown .......................................... 30 

'Sock' It to Me  

Saturday , March 2nd 
6:30 pm - 8:00 pm in Fellowship Hall 

 

We will be having live music and a cake auction of 
items made by our own SPC chefs! Please bring at 
least one (you can bring more) pair of new socks for 
men, women or children. The socks will go to help 
those in our community. Many in our area need ex-
tra socks to help keep warm during the cold winter 
months. 



A special thank you to our women in the church who supported the flurry of events in Decem-

ber and January.  It is so encouraging to see Jesus’ love and compassion in and through the ser-

vice of our many women.   
 

Please mark your calendars for an Easter Egg Hunt for SPC kids on April 20
th
 beginning at 

11am.  More information to follow on this event as well as a Women’s Retreat being planned 

for the fall of 2019. 
 

Also, be on the lookout for upcoming information for our annual Daughters of the King Ban-

quet.  

We will be heading back to Camp BridgeMont the week of Sunday, June 30th through Friday, July 5th. 

We will depart from the church at 10:00 a.m. Sunday morning and will return by 8:00 p.m. Friday 

evening. Children will need money for lunch on the way to camp and dinner on the way home. The cost 

for each child will be based on the number of campers this year. The estimated cost for each camper 

will be $140.00. Please contact John ridings if you need additional information @ 770.265.8250. A 

sign-up sheet and applications are available in the Narthex. The deadline to sign-up is June 16th. 

Please submit your applications & payment to the church office.  

Please mark your calendars for Vacation Bible School for the week of June 3rd through 
June 7th. More details and information will be available at a later date. 

Sermon on the Mount: Ministering to our Culture (continued) 
But there is a third challenge: the challenge of affection. One of the great hallmarks of modern culture is its isola-

tionism; people e-mail or Skype to the other side of the world, but they do not know their neighbors. Some of the 

older folks in my community live for the visit of their home care aides, because they see virtually no one else all 

day long. There is a reason that love is at the heart of the Christian ethic: because it is at the heart of redeeming 

our culture. Christians are to love one another (John 15:12), so the city on the hill ought to be a place of mutual 

love. But Christians are to love their neighbors, too (Matt. 19:19). More challenging still, perhaps, they are to love 

their enemies (5:44). 
 

Perhaps in our interaction with the culture around us, these are the great tests of our discipleship, because 

it was the way of the Master. Ultimately, of course, His culture received Him not. But who can doubt the good that 

He did for it and in it; or who can question whether He lived what He taught? He was the very embodiment of the 

city on the hill principle. May we be the same. 
 

Written by Iain Campbell – Ligonier Ministries - https://www.ligonier.org/learn/articles/coping-rapidly-changing-culture/ 
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10:00 a.m. 

Circle 1 & 2 

 

7:15 p.m. 

Circle 3 

8:45 a.m. 

Circle 4 

 

9:00 a.m. 

Church wide 

Workday 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

     1 2 

3 4 5 6 7 8 9 

10 11 12 13 14 15 16 

17 18 19 20 21 

 

22 23 

24 25 26 27 28 29 30 

31 31      

  

11:00 a.m. 

Worship Service 
 

 

6:00 p.m. 

Evening Worship 

& Communion 

11:00 a.m. 

Worship Service 
 

 

6:00 p.m. 

Evening Worship 
 

7:30 p.m. 

Mission Committee 

2019 

 

10:00 a.m. 

Love Circle 
 

6:30 p.m. 

Session Meeting 
 

 
 

 

11:00 a.m. 

Worship Service 

& Communion  
 

 

6:00 p.m. 

Evening Worship 

 

8:00 p.m. 

Men’s Bible Study 
 

 

11:30 a.m. 

Keenagers  

Luncheon 
 
 

 

10:00 a.m. 

Faithfulness Circle  

5:30 p.m. 

Wednesday Night 

meal 
 

6:30 p.m. 

Wednesday Night 

Activities 

 

11:00 a.m. 

Worship Service  
 

 

6:00 p.m. 

Evening Worship 

 

5:30 p.m. 

Wednesday Night 

meal 
 

6:30 p.m. 

Wednesday Night 

Activities 

8:45 a.m. 

Kindness Circle 

 

CCS Masquerade 

Ball  

8:30 a.m. 

Men of the  

Covenant 

6:30 p.m. 

Deacon Meeting 

5:30 p.m. 

Wednesday Night 

meal 
 

6:30 p.m. 

Wednesday Night 

Activities 

6:00 p.m. 

Sock It To Me 

Cake Auction 

 

11:00 a.m. 

Worship Service 

& Communion  
 

 

6:00 p.m. 

Evening Worship 

 

8:00 p.m. 

Men’s Bible Study 
 

7:15 p.m. 

Gentleness 

Circle 

5:30 p.m. 

Wednesday Night 

meal 
 

6:30 p.m. 

Wednesday Night 

Activities 



Smyrna Presbyterian Church 

    Presbyterian Church In America 

 

3130 Atlanta Road 
Smyrna, GA 30080 
(770) 435-2251 ~ www.smyrnapres.org 
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