Acceptance
We will be a community that accepts,
welcomes, and loves all people. We
will strive towards unity as we try to
reflect the Kingdom of God on earth.
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John 4
This chapter demonstrates Jesus’ love
and understanding of people. His love for
mankind involved no boundaries, for He
lovingly and compassionately reached out
to a woman who was a social outcast. In
contrast to the limitations of human love,
Christ exhibits the character of divine love
that is indiscriminate and all
encompassing.
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John 4:1-6
1Now

when Jesus learned that the
Pharisees had heard that Jesus was making
and baptizing more disciples than John 2
(although Jesus himself did not baptize, but
only his disciples), 3he left Judea and
departed again for Galilee. 4And he had to
pass through Samaria. 5So he came to a
town of Samaria called Sychar, near the field
that Jacob had given to his son Joseph.
6Jacob’s well was there; so Jesus, wearied
as he was from his journey, was sitting
beside the well. It was about the sixth hour.
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John 4:7-9
7A woman from Samaria came to draw

water. Jesus said to her, "Give me a
drink." 8(For his disciples had gone
away into the city to buy food.) 9The
Samaritan woman said to him, "How is
it that you, a Jew, ask for a drink from
me, a woman of Samaria?" (For Jews
have no dealings with Samaritans.)
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John 4:10-12
10Jesus

answered her, "If you knew the gift of
God, and who it is that is saying to you, 'Give
me a drink,' you would have asked him, and
he would have given you living water." 11The
woman said to him, "Sir, you have nothing to
draw water with, and the well is deep. Where
do you get that living water? 12 Are you
greater than our father Jacob? He gave us the
well and drank from it himself, as did his sons
and his livestock."
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John 4:13-15
13Jesus

said to her, "Everyone who drinks of
this water will be thirsty again, 14but
whoever drinks of the water that I will give
him will never be thirsty again. The water
that I will give him will become in him a
spring of water welling up to eternal life."
15The woman said to him, "Sir, give me this
water, so that I will not be thirsty or have to
come here to draw water."
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John 4:16-18
16Jesus

said to her, "Go, call your
husband, and come here." 17The woman
answered him, "I have no husband."
Jesus said to her, "You are right in
saying, 'I have no husband'; 18for you
have had five husbands, and the one
you now have is not your husband. What
you have said is true."
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John 4:19-20
19The

woman said to him, "Sir, I
perceive that you are a prophet. 20 Our
fathers worshiped on this mountain,
but you say that in Jerusalem is the
place where people ought to worship."
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John 4:21-26
21Jesus

said to her, "Woman, believe me, the hour is
coming when neither on this mountain nor in
Jerusalem will you worship the Father. 22You worship
what you do not know; we worship what we know,
for salvation is from the Jews. 23But the hour is
coming, and is now here, when the true worshipers
will worship the Father in spirit and truth, for the
Father is seeking such people to worship him. 24God
is spirit, and those who worship him must worship in
spirit and truth." 25The woman said to him, "I know
that Messiah is coming (he who is called Christ).
When he comes, he will tell us all things." 26Jesus
said to her, "I who speak to you am he."
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John 4:27-30
27Just

then his disciples came back. They
marveled that he was talking with a
woman, but no one said, "What do you
seek?" or, "Why are you talking with her?"
28So the woman left her water jar and
went away into town and said to the
people, 29"Come, see a man who told me
all that I ever did. Can this be the Christ?"
30They went out of the town and were
coming to him.

11

John 4:39-41
39Many

Samaritans from that town believed
in him because of the woman’s testimony, "He
told me all that I ever did." 40So when the
Samaritans came to him, they asked him to
stay with them, and he stayed there two
days. 41And many more believed because of
his word.
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Result:
We can accept, love, and welcome
all people by meeting their physical
and spiritual needs, but most
importantly meeting their spiritual
needs.
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Barriers Jesus Overcame
• Racial Barrier:
– Jesus overcame the racial barrier between Jews
and Samaritans to show that though the
message of salvation came from God through
the Jews, it was ultimately intended for all
nations of the earth.
–
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Barriers Jesus Overcame
• Racial Barrier:
– Jesus overcame the racial barrier between Jews
and Samaritans to show that though the
message of salvation came from God through
the Jews, it was ultimately intended for all
nations of the earth.

• Sin Barrier:
– Jesus overcame the sin barrier and exposed the
habitual sexual sin of the woman as the reason
she had been unable to worship.
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Barriers Jesus Overcame
• Gender Barrier:
– Jesus showed God’s gracious heart for this
woman and for all women.

–
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Barriers Jesus Overcame
• Gender Barrier:
– Jesus showed God’s gracious heart for this
woman and for all women.

• Geographical Barrier:
– Jesus opened the possibility that everyone
everywhere could worship if they would repent
of sin, because the Father was seeking them
and would give them the truth and the Spirit.
17

What are the potential barriers
Soma will encounter and then
need to cross in order to love
and accept all the people of
Sonoma County?
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Challenge
As a member of Soma Church Community:
reach out, love, welcome, and accept an
individual that requires you to cross barriers
whether it be culturally or beyond your
comfortability and meet their spiritual needs,
which is Jesus Christ.
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Why?

First, because we are to be imitating all that
Christ did during his physical reign.
Secondly, because all people need Jesus.

