Teaching: We will be culturally
sensitive during our teaching
while being Biblically faithful.
Our goal is to teach for life
change.

Teaching
We will be:
• Culturally sensitive
• Biblically faithful
Our goal:
• Life change

One of Our Core Beliefs….
• All Scripture is breathed out by God and
profitable for teaching, for reproof, for
correction, and for training in righteousness, that the man of God may be
competent, equipped for every good work.
2 Tim 3:16-17 ESV

• Is culturally sensitive and biblically faithful
teaching doable or problematic?

Culturally Sensitive (Relevant)
• Os Guinness, in a lecture for the C.S. Lewis
Institute, said that “the only thing that is
always relevant is Scripture.”
• The Scriptures are culturally sensitive to
every culture. Scripture does not need
updating, correcting, or revising.
• We need to understand our culture and yet
teach obedience to God's word.

Paul on Areopagus (Mars Hill)
So Paul, standing in the midst
of the Areopagus, said: “Men of
Athens, I perceive that in every
way you are very religious.
23 For as I passed along and
observed the objects of your
worship, I found also an altar
with this inscription, ‘To the
unknown god.’ What therefore
you worship as unknown, this I
proclaim to you...”
22

Acts 17:22-31 ESV

Samaritan Woman at the Well
There came a woman of
Samaria to draw water. Jesus
said to her, “Give me a drink”… 9
The Samaritan woman said to
him, “How is it that you, a Jew,
ask for a drink from me, a
woman of Samaria?” (For Jews
have no dealings with
Samaritans.) John 4:1-42 ESV

7

Confronting the Sadducees
23 …Sadducees… asked him a question,
24saying, “Teacher, Moses said, ‘If a man

dies
having no children, his brother must marry the
widow and raise up children for his brother.’
25Now there were seven brothers among us.
The first married and died, and having no
children left his wife to his brother. …27After
them all, the woman died. 28In the
resurrection, therefore, of the seven, whose
wife will she be? For they all had married her.”
Matt 22:23-32 ESV

Confronting the Sadducees
But Jesus answered them, “You are wrong,
because you know neither the Scriptures nor
the power of God. 30 For in the resurrection
they neither marry nor are given in marriage,
but are like angels in heaven. 31 And as for the
resurrection of the dead, have you not read
what was said to you by God: ….
32 ‘I am the God of Abraham, and the God of
Isaac, and the God of Jacob’? He is not God of
the dead, but of the living.”
29

Culturally Sensitive
• Teach the gospel in such a way that people
today can understand it and be transformed
by it.
• We also have to explain the gospel within
the culture. Paul said in 1 Corinthians
9:22-23, “I have become all things to all
men.”
• Why? Because the message needs to be
contextualized to the culture while being
biblically faithful.

Culturally Sensitive
• We must remove some of the religious
barriers that keep people from church.
– Our language
– Our traditions
– Our music

• The things that constitute a service and
teaching—a sermon, an illustration, a
testimony, a song, congregational worship—
must somehow relate to life.

Biblically Faithful
• The question is, can believers share the
gospel within a culture without
compromising the message?
• Is this even appropriate?
• We believe that our purpose is to teach
creatively, in biblically faithful and culturally
sensitive ways.

Biblically Faithful
• We engage culture, not to be cool, trendy,
contemporary, or cutting edge, but so that
those who live in this culture can hear the
message of Jesus.
• Our message is more than just “come to
Christ,” it involves how we live our lives.
• We should be known as people who love
God and His Word and seek to live
differently because of this.

Teaching for Life Change
• Culturally sensitive says, “I understand who
you are, how you are thinking, and what you
are feeling. Here is how Christ can help you
deal with these issues.”
• Biblically faithful says, “Christ’s love and
forgiveness are your only hope. There is no
other way.”

Life Change
By this my Father is glorified, that you bear
much fruit and so prove to be my disciples.
9 As the Father has loved me, so have I
loved you. Abide in my love.
10 If you keep my commandments, you will
abide in my love, just as I have kept my
Father's commandments and abide in his
love.
8

John 15:8-10 ESV

Life Change
1I

appeal to you therefore, brothers, by the
mercies of God, to present your bodies as a
living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God,
which is your spiritual worship. 2 Do not be
conformed to this world, but be transformed
by the renewal of your mind, that by testing
you may discern what is the will of God, what
is good and acceptable and perfect.

Romans 12:1-2 ESV

Life Change
I do not ask that you take them out of the
world, but that you keep them from the evil
one. 16 They are not of the world, just as I
am not of the world. 17 Sanctify them in the
truth; your word is truth.

15

John 17:15-17 ESV

Soma’s Challenge
• Soma Community has the challenge of
living biblically faithful lives while being
culturally sensitive to show the unbeliever
the power and validity of the Christian
message.
• Soma Community must speak and respond
sensitively and passionately to the lives of
unbelievers, or they will seek answers
elsewhere.

