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Leader's Guide

Session 9: Judges 14–16

SESSION GOALS

Every session has a point—what each participant should walk away from the discussion 
knowing, feeling, and doing.

Main Idea: Humans often think they can use God to get what they want, but God is not a means 
to an end.

Head Change: To know God isn’t a means to an end and identify the areas of our lives where we 
act like he is.

Heart Change: To feel remorse over the ways we’ve been using God for our own selfish reasons.

Life Change: To view God as he is and choose to act in a way that honors him rather than uses 
him.

OPEN

Who is your favorite superhero? Why is he or she your favorite?

What’s that hero’s fatal flaw? How—if at all—is he or she able to overcome the flaw?

As we look into the life of Samson, we’re going to see that he was far from perfect. Despite his 
tremendous flaws, God uses Samson to deliver Israel from the Philistines.

READ

Leader: This session covers Judges 14:1–16:31. Due to the length of this passage, you can choose 
to read the entire section aloud before watching the video or simply read Judges 16:1–31 for a 
general overview of this section (as suggested below).

Read Judges 16:1–31.
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WATCH

Before viewing the session, here are a few important things to look for in J.D.’s teaching. As you 
watch, pay attention to the following questions.

What does Samson do that leads him further into darkness?

What are Samson’s four core sins?

Show Session 9: Judges 14:1–16:31 (13 minutes).

DISCUSS

As we go through the major events of Samson’s life, we’re going to discover a cycle. Samson 
pursues something he desires, the Philistines oppose him, he seeks vengeance and attacks 
them, and the cycle continues.

Read Judges 14:1–4.

Samson sees a woman he desires and demands his father arrange a marriage for him. Based on 
the text, what’s wrong with Samson’s request? (He chose a wife outside of Israel—a Philistine 
woman who was among Israel’s enemies.)

Samson disregarded his parent’s guidance and the law of God to pursue the Philistine woman, 
but as we see in verse 4, God uses Samson’s impure motives to judge the Philistines.

Read Judges 14:5–9.

As J.D. pointed out, what about Samson’s actions is in violation of God’s law for Nazirites? (He 
wasn’t allowed to touch a dead carcass.)

According to the regulations for those under the Nazirite vow, touching a carcass only meant the 
vow needed to renewed—not that it was terminated. Either way, Samson acts out of bounds of 
the law set for him in order to get something he wanted. When is it tempting to bend God’s laws 
in order to get what we want? What are some ways you’ve seen that happen in your life? What 
are some ways we try to justify twisting God’s laws for our own advantage?

The story continues with Samson issuing a challenge to the people at his wedding feast—if they 
can guess his riddle, they owe him clothing but if they guess it, he owes them. They fail at 
guessing the riddle until they ask Samson’s new wife to pry it out of him and she did.

Read Judges 14:18–20.
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GO DEEPER

Learn about the Philistines as the enemies of God’s people in the following verses: 1 
Sam. 4:10–11; 5:1–5; 7:7–11; 17:1–11, 41–47; 2 Sam 5:17–21.

Especially during the time of the kings, the Philistines were Israel’s ultimate enemy. What 
do these passages show you about the Philistines and their god?

The Philistines were cruel and had no respect for God or his people. God raised up 
leaders to lead Israel against them. What’s distinct about the way David approached 
battles with the Philistines in comparison with the way Samson handled the 
Philistines? (David called on God for guidance, honored God with the victories, and 
proclaimed God to the Philistines when he fought Goliath. Samson only calls on God 
when he’s thirsty [15:18] and when he wants revenge on the Philistines [16:28].)

As a classic example of Israel’s enemies, the Philistines often fought against the people 
of God. God desired leaders who would follow his lead and not their own.

In rage and embarrassment at having his riddle guessed, Samson strikes down thirty men to pay 
his debt. In what ways has Samson used his God-given strength for his own gain so far in the 
narrative?

Samson uses the power God gave him not to free Israel for her oppressors, but to settle a 
score. What does it show about Samson that he used his God- given gifts for his own reasons?

What are some the gifts, talents, or blessings God’s put in your life? What happens when we 
use those gifts for selfish reasons?

What does it look like to be selfless with the things God has given us?

Samson’s cycle begins again in chapter 15. Samson loses his wife to his best man so he sets fire 
to the Philistines’ land with 300 foxes. In retaliation, the Philistines burn his ex-wife and ex-father-
in-law to death and attack Judah. Judah turns Samson over to the Philistines.

Read Judges 15:14–17.



7/25/20, 9:18 AMReader

Page 4 of 7https://reader.rightnowmedia.org/1059/300269

DUST OFF THE HEBREW

In Judges 15:15, Samson jeers at the Philistines he slaughtered with a jawbone of a 
donkey. The Hebrew word for “donkey” is the same word as the one we translate as 
“heaps” in English. It’s similar to using the same word with two meanings in a poem, such 
as the word “pants” and “pants.” One version of “pants” means something you wear 
while the other means something a dog does when it’s hot. By using hamor—meaning 
both donkey and heap—several times in his taunt, Samson implies that he not only killed 
the Philistines and piled them up, but he also shamed them, comparing them to donkeys. 
Samson’s goal in using the language he does is to utterly humiliate his enemies beyond 
what he’s already done in defeating them.

When he didn’t get what he wanted, Samson uses the strength God had given him to lash out 
against the Philistines. He utterly humiliates them and piles their bodies in heaps. What’s 
significant about Samson not acknowledging God for his victory over the Philistines? What 
does his exclusion of God reveal about his attitude towards God?

What else does Samson do and say in this part of the story that displays his arrogance?

When has God done something miraculous in your life? Did you recognize that what 
happened was from him? Why or why not?

When is it tempting to take credit for what God has done? What could be some ways to fight 
against that temptation?

What are some ways you’ve praised God for what he’s done in your life?

Samson’s arrogance doesn’t end at this point in the story. Two short narratives between the 
jawbone scene and the scenes with Delilah—both show Samson’s dismissal of God, his law, and 
the strength he’s given to Samson. Now, we come to the most famous part of Samson’s story.

Read Judges 16:4–9.

What does Samson’s lie show you about his character?

Samson is so concerned about himself that he’s willing to lie to the woman he supposedly loves. 
Delilah tries to get the truth out of Samson three times. On the fourth attempt, he finally 
concedes.
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Read Judges 16:18–22.

In his arrogance, Samson assumes his strength wouldn’t leave him as he naps on Delilah’s lap. He 
takes for granted the gift God had given him by assuming it would always be with him. What 
kinds of gifts from God are easy to take for granted?

What are some ways we can avoid taking God’s gifts for granted?

The end of Samson’s story doesn’t get much better.

Read Judges 16:23–31.

Even Samson’s dying request has a flavor of vengeance. He asks God for strength not to judge 
the Philistines and free Israel from their oppression— which is what he was supposed to do as a 
judge—but so that he could be avenged for losing his eyes. Looking at verse 30, what’s tragic 
about Samson’s end? (He killed more people in his death than when he was alive.)

How does Samson compare to the other judges we’ve studied? In what ways did he fall short 
of delivering Israel?

God still used Samson to fight the Philistines, but toa much smaller degree than the other judges 
we’ve studied. What can we learn about God in Samson’s story? (God will work in the lives of his 
people despite their selfishness. He allows his people to choose to use the gifts he’s given them 
selfishly.)

Samson thought he could use God and the gifts God gave him for his own personal gain. What 
are some ways we use God for our own benefit?

What’s a proper view of God and his gifts? What would it look like for you to adopt that 
mindset this week?
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LAST WORD

Samson took God and his gifts for granted. He assumed God would always give him strength. His 
arrogance led to his downfall. God still used him to judge the Philistines, but Samson 
accomplished less than any other judge and did not free Israel from the oppression of their 
enemies.

We’d be lying if we said we never fall into the same arrogance as Samson. We try to use God and 
his gifts for our own personal gain—whether that be to get ahead in our job, to gain approval from 
friends, or to show o! our talents in church. Instead of falling away from God as Samson did, we 
can shed our arrogance and turn to him. This week, let’s adjust our view of God. He’s not 
someone we can manipulate or use for our own selfishness. He’s God—worthy of our worship 
and adoration and thanksgiving. Let’s worship him with our lives.

LIVE IT OUT

Pray: Pray for God to shape the way you view him and his gifts this week. Any time you notice 
God’s gifts, thank him for expressing his love to you.

Thank: Keep a thanksgiving journal for the next week. Write down three things you’re thankful to 
God for everyday to remind you that God’s the one who gives you everything.

Serve: Use your God-given gifts to serve someone in your life this week. Volunteer at the church 
nursery or wash someone’s car who’s unable to or pray for a friend in need. Praise God for using 
you and your gifts for other people.

READING PLAN

Leader: The reading plan includes chapter 17 and 18 from session 10 and chapter 19, which will 
be covered in the session 11.

Judges 17:1–19:30

Day one: 17:1–13
Day two: 18:1–13
Day three: 18:14–31
Day four: 19:1–15
Day five: 19:16–30
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