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Agenda 

1. Roll Call & Homework Check 

2. Preach the Word: (Dave Effer) 

3. Disperse into Companies 

4. Discuss Sproul, chapters 9–11 

5. Discuss Sproul, chapters 12–15 

 

 

Roll Call & Homework Check 

1. Week 3 

a. Sproul, Everyone’s a Theologian, Chs 9–11 

b. Psalms 13―18 

c. Optional: “The Psalms Must be Fulfilled,” by John Piper 

2. Week 4 

a. Sproul, Everyone’s a Theologian, Chs 12–15 

b. Psalms 19―24 

c. Optional: “Distinguishing Among the Three Persons of the Trinity within the Reformed 

Tradition,” by Kevin DeYoung 

 

 

Preach the Word 

Dave Effer 

 

Notes: 
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Disperse into Companies 

 

And though a man might prevail against one who is alone, two will withstand him—a threefold cord is not 

quickly broken (Ecclesiastes 4:12).  

 

1. Identify one area of personal character that you are working on by God’s grace (6 min) 

2. Pray (9 min) 

a. Each man for another man 

b. That God would bless our efforts in Frontline, and change each of us significantly 

 

 

Discuss Sproul 

Everyone’s a Theologian 

Chapters 12―15 

 

In addition to Sproul, I have integrated insights into these notes from: 

 

 

 
DeYoung, Kevin. Just Do Something: A Liberating Approach to 

Finding God’s Will. Chicago: Moody, 2009. 128-pages. 

 

This resource is highly recommended as a primer on the will 

of God. You can purchase it for $16.00 at Amazon.ca. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Chapter Twelve: Incommunicable Attributes 

 

1. A Distinction 

a. Communicable attributes 

b. Incommunicable attributes 

2. Aseity 

a. “The aseity of God is what defines the supremacy of the Supreme Being. Human beings are 
fragile. If we go a few days without water or a few minutes without oxygen, we die. 
Likewise, human life is susceptible to all kinds of diseases that an destroy it. But God cannot 
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die. God is not dependent on anything for His being. He has the very power of being in and 
of Himself, which is what human beings lack. We wish we had the power to keep ourselves 
alive forever, but we do not. We are dependent beings. God and God alone has aseity” 
(64). 
 

3. Worthy of Praise 

a. “The One who is supreme deserves the obedience and the worship of those whom He has 
made” (65). 
 

 

Chapter Thirteen: Communicable Attributes 

1. Holiness 

2. Love 

3. Goodness 

4. Justice and righteousness 

a. Internal righteousness 

b. External righteousness 

c. Justice 

d. Nonjustice 

e. Injustice 

f. Mercy 

g. Grace 

5. Wisdom 

 

Chapter Fourteen: The Will of God 

1. Things Secret and Things Revealed 

a. Deuteronomy 29:29 

b. Deus absconditus 
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c. Deus revelatus 

d. Hidden will 

i. “Several years ago I read The Will of God as a Way of Life, by Gerald Sittser. His 
book helped me crystallize my understanding of what I felt was wrong with the 
traditional understanding of God’s will. Here’s Sittser’s explanation of the usual, 
and misguided, way of looking at God’s will. 
 

1. “’Conventional understanding of God’s will defines it as a specific pathway 
we should follow into the future. God knows what this pathway is, and he 
as laid it out for us to follow. Our responsibility is to discover this 
pathway―God’s plan for our lives. We must discover which of the many 
pathways we could follow is the one we should follow, the one God has 
planned for us. If and when we make the right choice, we will receive his 
favor, fulfill our divine destiny and succeed in life . . . If we choose rightly, 
we will experience his blessing and achieve success and happiness. If we 
choose wrongly, we may lose our way, miss God’s will for our lives, and 
remain lost forever in an incomprehensible maze (Sittser, The Will of God 
as a Way of Life: Finding and Following the Will of God. Grand Rapids: 
Zondervan, 2000, 17).’ 
 

ii. “This conventional understanding is the wrong way to think of God’s will. In fact, 
expecting God to reveal some hidden will of direction is an invitation to 
disappointment and indecision. Trusting in God’s will of decree is good. Following 
His will of desire is obedient. Waiting for God’s will of direction is a mess. It is bad 
for your life, harmful to your sanctification, and allows too many Christians to be 
passive tinkerers who strangely feel more spiritual the less they actually do. 
 

iii. “God is not a Magic 8-Ball we shake up and peer into whenever we have a decision 
to make. He is a good God who gives us brains, shows us the way of obedience, 
and invites us to take risks for Him. We know God has a plan for our lives. That’s 
wonderful. The problem is we think He’s going to tell us the wonderful plan before 
it unfolds. We feel like we can know―and need to know―what God wants every 
step of the way. But such preoccupation with finding God’s will as well-intentioned 
as the desire may be, is more folly than freedom.  

 
iv. “The better way is the biblical way: Seek first the kingdom of God, and then trust 

that He will take care of our needs, even before we know what the are and where 
we’re going.”1 

 

 
  

                                                 
1 DeYoung, Just Do Something, 25–26. 



Frontline 

Phase One, Week Four 

 

5 

 

e. Decretive will 

i. “If we examine the Bible, we see that God’s will has two sides to it. On the first 
side is God’s will of decree. This refers to what God has ordained. Everything that 
comes to pass is according to God’s sovereign decree. And all that He decrees will 
ultimately come to pass. God’s will of decree cannot be thwarted. It is immutable 
and fixed. God is sovereign over all things―nature and nations, animals and 
angels, spirits and Satan, wonderful people and wicked people, even disease and 
death. To steal a line from Augustine, ‘The will of God is the necessity of all things.’ 
In other words, what God wills, will happen, and what happens is according to 
God’s will. That’s wat I mean by God’s will of decree.  
 

ii. “God’s will of decree is taught in numerous passages of Scripture:  
 

1. “Ephesians 1:11: ‘In him we have obtained an inheritance, having been 
predestined according to the purpose of him who works all things 
according to the counsel of his will.’ God works everything―the big 
picture, the little details, and everything in between―according to His 
own good and sovereign purposes. 
 

2. “Matthew 10:29 – 30: ‘Are not two sparrows sold for a penny And not one 
of them will fall to the ground apart from your Father. But even the hairs 
of your head are all numbered.’ God micromanages our lives. He doesn’t 
just plan out a few of the big ticket items. Praise the Lord, He knows the 
smallest sparrow and the grayest hair. And neither falls to the ground 
unless our heavenly Father wills it. 
 

3. “Acts 4:27 – 28: ‘For truly in this city there were gathered together against 
your holy servant Jesus, whom you anointed, both Herod and Pontius 
Pilate, along with the Gentiles and the peoples of Israel, to do whatever 
your hand and your plan had predestined to take place.’ Every human 
lamentation and woe must look to the cross. For there we see the problem 
of evil ‘answered’―not in some theoretical sense―but by pointed us to 
an all-powerful God who works all things for good. Shocking as it sounds, 
the most heinous act of evil and injustice ever perpetrated on the 
earth―the murder of the Son of God―took place according to God’s 
gracious and predetermined will. . . 
 

4. “Isaiah 46:9 – 10: ‘I am God, and there is no other; I am God and there is 
none like me, declaring the end from the beginning and from ancient 
times things not yet done, saying, ‘My counsel shall stand, and I will 
accomplish all my purpose.’’ God knows all things and sovereignly 
superintends all things. God’s will of decree is absolute. It is from before 
the creation of the world. It is the ultimate determination over all things, 
and it cannot be overturned.”2 

                                                 
2 DeYoung, Just Do Something, 19–21. 
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f. Preceptive Will 

i. “The other side of the coin is God’s will of desire. This refers to what God has 
commanded―what He desires from His creatures. If the will of decree is how 
things are, the will of desire is how things ought to be. I realize that I am not dealing 
with the massive question of how God can decree all that comes to pass while also 
holding us responsible for our actions. That’s the old divine sovereignty and human 
responsibility question. The Bible clearly affirms both. For example, God sent 
Babylon to punish Judah, but God also punished Babylon for acting wickedly 
against God’s people (Jeremiah 25). Likewise, God planned the death of His Son 
and yet those who killed the Christ were called lawless men (Acts 2:23). I believe 
there are theological categories that can help us reconcile divine sovereignty and 
responsibility, but diving into these ideas would take us far beyond the scope of 
this short book. I am simply noting that Go dis sovereign, but He is not the author 
of sin. We ar under His sovereignty, but we are not free form responsibility for our 
actions. 
 

ii.  “Both sides of God’s will are in Scripture. God’s will of decree―what He has 
predetermined from eternity past―cannot be thwarted. God’s will of desire―the 
way He wants us to live―can be disregarded.  

 
iii. “Let me highlight a few passages that speak of God’s will as His will of desire: 

 
1. “1 John 2:15 – 17: ‘Do not love the world or the things in the world. If 

anyone loves the world, the love of the Father is not in him. For all that is 
in the world―the desires of the flesh and the desires of the eyes and pride 
in possessions―is not from the Father but is from the world. And the 
world is passing away along with its desires, but whoever doe the will of 
God abides forever.’ The will of God in this passage does not refer to the 
way God ordains things, but to the way God commands us to live. Walking 
in the will of God for the apostle John is the opposite of worldliness. Doing 
the will of God means we say no to the desires of the flesh, the desires of 
the eyes, and our pride in possessions. 
 

2. “Hebrews 13:20–21: ‘Now may the God of peace who brought again from 
the dead our Lord Jesus, the great shepherd of the sheep, by the blood of 
the eternal covenant, equip you with everything good that you may do his 
will, working in us that which is pleasing in his sight, through Jesus Christ, 
to whom be glorified forever and ever. Amen.’ The will of God, as His will 
of desire, means that we do what is pleasing in His sight. 
 

3. “Matthew 7:21: ‘Not everyone who says to me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will enter the 
kingdom of heaven, but the one who does the will of my Father who is in 
heaven.’ Again we see the will of God is shorthand for obedience to God’s 
commands and walking in His ways―this time form the lips of Christ 
Himself. 
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4. “Deuteronomy 29:29: ‘The secret things belong to the Lord our God, but 

the things that are revealed belong to us and to our children forever, that 
we may do all the words of this law.’ This is the closest we come to finding 
the will of decree and will of desire side by side in the same verse. God has 
secret things known only to Him (His inscrutable purposes and sovereign 
will), but He also has revealed things that we are meant to know and obey 
(His commands and His Word).”3 

 
2. Living God’s will 

a. “The apostle Paul echoes’ Jesus message about what the center of God’s will is [Seek first 
the kingdom of God]. In fact, in four key passages he uses the phrase ‘the will of God,’ ‘his 
will’ and ‘the will of the Lord’ to describe God’s call upon our lives. Walking in God’s will 
means seeking first God’s kingdom and His righteousness. 
 

i. “First, God’s will is that we live holy, set apart lives: ‘For this is the will of God, your 
sanctification’ (1 Thessalonians 4:3). There you have it in a nutshell―God’s will for 
your life. . . 
 

ii. “Second, we are to always rejoice, pray, and give thanks. Paul the apostle gives 
three straightforward commands: ‘Rejoice always, pray without ceasing, give 
thanks in all circumstances; for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you’ (1 
Thessalonians 5:16–18). These are the things worth pondering and worth our 
energy and efforts. Don’t spend all your time wondering to your friends about 
whom to marry, where to live, how many kids to have, where to go on vacation, 
and what job to take. Instead, make sure you are practicing 1 Thessalonians 5:16 
– 18. . . 
 

iii. “Third, we are to know God’s will so we can bear fruit and know Him better. ‘And 
so, from the day we heard, we have not ceased to pray for you, asking that you 
may be filled with the knowledge of his will in all spiritual wisdom and 
understanding’ (Colossians 1:9). Paul prayed that the Colossians would know God’s 
will. So does that mean we should be looking to God to make our decisions for us 
after all? Look what Paul says next: ‘. . . so as to walk in a manner worthy of the 
Lord, fully pleasing to him, bearing fruit in every good work and increasing in the 
knowledge of god. May you be strengthened with all power, according to his 
glorious might, for all endurance and patience with joy, giving thanks to the father, 
who has qualified you to share in the inheritance of the saints in light’ (Colossians 
1:10 – 12). Being filled with the knowledge of God’s will doesn’t mean getting 
divine messages about our summer plans and financial investments. It means we 
bear fruit, grow in our understanding of God, are strengthened with power unto 
patience, and joyfully give thanks to the Father. It’s about who we are, not where 
we are. 
 

                                                 
3 DeYoung, Just Do Something, 21–23. 



Frontline 

Phase One, Week Four 

 

8 

 

iv. “Fourth, the will of God is to be filled with the Holy Spirit. ‘Therefore do not be 
foolish, but understand what the will of the Lord is’ (Ephesians 5:17). Again, we 
see that understanding the will of God is a good thing. But if we keep reading in 
Ephesians 5 we’ll see that the Lord’s will is that we don’t get drunk and that we 
are filled with the Holy Spirit. . . 
 

v. “Simply put, God’s will is your growth in Christlikeness. God promises to work all 
things together for our good that w might be conformed to the image of His Son 
(Romans 8:28–29).”4 

 

Chapter 15: Providence 

1. God For Us 

a. Romans 8:28 

b. Deus pro nobis 

c. Providence 

d. Foreknowledge 

e. Provision 

f. Jehovah jireh 

2. Providence and Aseity 

a. Acts 17:28 

b. Chance 

c. Short-sightedness 

d. “Psalm 139:16: ‘Your eyes saw my unformed substance; in your book were written, every 
one of them, the days that were formed for me, when as yet there were none of them.’ 
Our lives unfold, open and close, according to God’s providence. As the crafters of the 
Heidelberg Catechism put it so eloquently back in the sixteenth century, ‘Providence is the 
almighty and ever present power of God by which he upholds, as with his hand, heaven 
and earth and all creatures, and so rules them that leaf and blade, rain and drought, fruitful 
and lean years, food and drink, health and sickness, prosperity and poverty – all things, in 
face, come to us not by chance but from his fatherly hand.”5 
 

                                                 
4 DeYoung, Just Do Something, 58–61. 
5 DeYoung, Just Do Something, 20–21. 
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3. Concurrence 

a. “. . . in one sense . . . everything that happens, even our sin, is the will of God. . .” (81). 

b. Genesis 45:4–8 

c. Genesis 50:19–20 


