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I. Bible Project Videos  

www.southshorebible.org/frontline-phase-2 

Read Scripture Series 

- Genesis 1―11 

- Genesis 12―50 

  Torah Series 

- Genesis 1―11 

- Genesis 12―50 

 

 

II. Recommended Books and Commentaries 

 

 

  

http://www.southshorebible.org/frontline-phase-2
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III. Family Trees 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Genesis 11:10–26 (ESV)  

Shem’s Descendants  
10 These are the generations of Shem. When 

Shem was 100 years old, he fathered 

Arpachshad two years after the flood. 11 And 

Shem lived after he fathered Arpachshad 500 

years and had other sons and daughters.  
12 When Arpachshad had lived 35 years, he 

fathered Shelah. 13 And Arpachshad lived after 

he fathered Shelah 403 years and had other 

sons and daughters.  
14 When Shelah had lived 30 years, he 

fathered Eber. 15 And Shelah lived after he 

fathered Eber 403 years and had other sons 

and daughters.  
16 When Eber had lived 34 years, he fathered 

Peleg. 17 And Eber lived after he fathered Peleg 

430 years and had other sons and daughters.  
18 When Peleg had lived 30 years, he 

fathered Reu. 19 And Peleg lived after he 

fathered Reu 209 years and had other sons and 

daughters.  
20 When Reu had lived 32 years, he fathered 

Serug. 21 And Reu lived after he fathered Serug 

207 years and had other sons and daughters.  
22 When Serug had lived 30 years, he 

fathered Nahor. 23 And Serug lived after he 

fathered Nahor 200 years and had other sons 

and daughters.  
24 When Nahor had lived 29 years, he 

fathered Terah. 25 And Nahor lived after he 

fathered Terah 119 years and had other sons 

and daughters.  
26 When Terah had lived 70 years, he 

fathered Abram, Nahor, and Haran.  
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IV. Major themes of biblical theology in the book of Genesis: 

 

 

 
EDEN  

& 
 NEW JERUSALEM 

 

Genesis 1―2 and Revelation 21―22 bracket the Bible.  
Salvation history is the story of our journey with God from Genesis 2 to 

Revelation 21. In the middle of this journey stands the cross. 

 
GOD  

&  
HUMANITY 

 

Genesis begins by introducing one God as Creator.  
It also defines humanity as creatures created in God’s Image. 

Jesus Christ is God and our Creator and the perfect Image of the Father. 

 
FALL  

&  
SALVATION 

 

Salvation history in Genesis can be divided into two major epochs:  
Before Abraham and After Abraham.  

Until God gave Abram unconditional promises of blessing, humanity 
continually repeated the pattern of the Fall. 

 
SEED 

 

 
The Bible is a genealogy from Adam to Jesus.  

Genesis strongly emphasises that the hope of fallen humanity is the 
continuation of the human race, one generation at a time, until a Saviour 

is born for us. 
  

 
SEED OF THE WOMAN 

AGAINST  
SEED OF THE SERPENT 

 

The narrative traces the seed of the woman (Seth, Noah, Shem, Abraham, 
Isaac, Jacob, Judah) and the seed of the serpent (Cain, Nephilim, 

Japehth/Ham, Nahor/Lot, Ishmael, Esau). 

 
ABRAHAM 

 

 
Occupying one quarter of the book of Genesis,  

Abraham’s life is a picture of all of salvation history. 
 

 
SONS OF JACOB 

 

 
Salvation history is the unfolding drama of how God is going to save the 

world through Jacob’s sons (the 12 tribes of Israel).  
The two key sons to watch are Joseph and Judah. 

 

 
LION OF JUDAH 

 

 
Ultimately, Genesis is a prologue to the destiny of Judah. The Lion of 

Judah is the seed of the woman, who will fulfill God’s promise to Abraham 
that all the families of the earth would be blessed through him (and his 

family). 
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V. Possible Macro Structure1 

 

A.  Genesis 1:1―11:32 

 

 A1.  Creation (1:1―2:25) 

 

 A2.  Fall (3:1–24) 

 

 A3.  Seed (4:1–11:32) 

 

B.  Genesis 12:1–3 

 

 B1.  Hinge of Salvation History (12:1–3) 

 

C.  Genesis 12:4―50:26 

 

 C1.  Abraham, seed of Terah, seed of Shem, seed of Noah, seed of  Seth (12:4―25:20) 

 

 C2.  Isaac, seed of Abraham (Genesis 25:19―26:35) 

 

 C3.  Jacob, seed of Isaac (Genesis 27:1―50:26) 

 

C3a: Jacob, Pt. 1 (Genesis 27:1―36:43) 

 

   C3b: Joseph, Pt. 1 (Genesis 37) 

 

    C3c: Judah (Genesis 38) 

 

   C3b’: Joseph, Pt. 2 (Genesis 39:1―47:31) 

 

  C3a’: Jacob, Pt. 2 (Genesis 48:1―50:26) 

 

  

 
1 See Appendix 1 for “Alternative Micro Structure” 



Frontline, Ph2-Wk1 
Genesis 

 

9 

 

Heavens 
and Earth

Noah
Sons of 
Noah

Shem Terah

Ishmael

Isaac

Esau

Jacob

VI. Toledoth Structure 

 

A.  In the beginning: 1:1―2:3 

 

B.  These are the generations of the Heavens and the Earth (2:4―6:8) 

 

C.  These are the generations of Noah (6:9―9:29) 

 

D.  These are the generations of the Sons of Noah (10:1―11:9) 

 

E.  These are the generations of Shem (11:10―26) 

 

F.  These are the generations of Terah (11:27―25:11) 

 

G.  These are the generations of Ishmael, Abraham’s son (25:12–18) 

 

H.  These are the generations of Isaac, Abraham’s son (25:19―35:29) 

 

I.  These are the generations of Esau; that is, Edom (36:1―8) 

 

J.  These are the generations of Esau the father of the Edomites in the hill country of Seir 

(36:9―37:1) 

 

K.  These are the generations of Jacob (37:2―50:26) 

 

 

 

 

  

2:4―6:8 

6:9―9:29 

10:1―11:9 

11:10―26 

11:27― 

25:11 

25:12–18 

25:19― 

35:29 

36:1―8; 

36:9― 

37:1 

37:2― 

50:26 

The Book of the Generations of Adam (5:1) 
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VII. Detailed Toledoth Structure 

 

In the Beginning (1:1―2:3) 

 

 Creation, Pt. 1 (1:1―2:3) 

- Cosmic Creation Week (1:1―2:3) 

 

These are the Generations of the Heavens and the Earth (2:4―6:8) 

 

 Creation, Pt. 2 (2:4–25) 

- Day Six, Creation of Humanity (2:4–25) 

 

 Fall (3:1–24) 

- Transgression (Genesis 3:1–13) 

- Consequences (Genesis 3:14–19) 

- Exile (Genesis 3:20–24) 

 

 Seed of the Serpent against Seed of the Woman (4:1–26) 

- Cain, Seed of the Serpent 

- Abel and Seth, Seed of the Woman 

 

*This is the book of the Generations of Adam (5:1–32) 

- Genesis 5:2 ties back to Genesis 1:26–28 

- Adam begets Seth by Eve (5:3) 

- Adam dies (5:4) 

- Adam’s line from Seth to Noah (5:5–32) 

 

Seed of the Serpent Corrupting the Daughters of Man (6:1–8) 

- The sons of God married the daughters of man (6:1–4) 

- The LORD repents that he made man (6:5–8) 

 

These are the Generations of Noah (6:9―9:29)  

 

  Noah, Seed of the Woman (6:9―9:29) 

- God gives instructions to Noah (6:9–21) 

- Noah obeyed God’s instructions (6:22) 

- Noah enters the ark with his family and the animals (7:1–16) 

- The Flood lasted 150 days (7:17–24) 

- The Flood subsides (8:1–12) 

- Noah and his family and the animals depart from the ark (8:13–19) 

- God cuts a covenant with Noah (8:20―9:19) 

- Noah sins (9:20–29) 
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These are the Generations of the Sons of Noah (10:1―11:9) 

 

 Japheth, Seed of the Serpent (10:1–5) 

- Nations from Japheth (10:1–5) 

 

 Ham, Seed of the Serpent (10:6–20) 

- Nations from Ham (10:6–20) 

 

 Shem, Seed of the Woman (10:21–32) 

- Nations from Shem (10:21–32) 

 

Seed of the Serpent and the Tower of Babel (11:1–9) 

- Humanity seeks to exalt itself (11: 1–4) 

- The LORD comes down to scatter the people (11:5–9) 

 

These are the Generations of Shem (11:10–26) 

 

 Shem, Seed of the Woman 

- Seth’s line from Arpachshad to Terah (11:10–26) 

 

These are the Generations of Terah (11:27―25:11) 

 

 Terah, Seed of the Woman (11:27–30) 

- Terah begets Abram, Nahor, and Haran (11:27) 

- Haran begets Lot and then dies (11:27–28) 

- Abram marries Sarai (11:29) 

- Nahor marries his brother Haran’s daughter, Milcah (11:29) 

- Sarai is barren (11:30) 

- Terah takes Abram, Sarai, and Lot from Ur of the Chaldeans to Canaan (11:31) 

- Terah dies (11:32) 

 

 Abraham, Seed of the Woman (12:1―25:20) 

- God calls Abram (12:1–3) 

- Abram goes to the Promised Land with Sarai and Lot (12:4–9) 

- Abram puts Sarai in an Egyptian Harem (12:10–20) 

- Abram and Lot separate (13:1–18) 

- Abram rescues Lot (14:1–16) 

- Abram is blessed by Melchizadek (14:17–24) 

- God cuts a covenant with Abram (15:1–21) 

- Abram begets Ishmael by Hagar (16:1–16) 

- God gives circumcision to *Abraham as the sign of the covenant (17:1–14) 

- God promises Isaac to Abraham and Sarah (17:15―18:21) 

- Abraham intercedes for Sodom (18:22–33) 

- Lot is rescued by God’s angels from Sodom (19:1–29) 
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- Lot begets Moab and Ben-ammi by his daughters (19:30–38) 

- Abraham puts Sarah in Abimelech’s harem (20:1–18) 

- Abraham begets Isaac by Sarah (21:1–7) 

- Abraham casts out Hagar and Ishmael (21:8–21) 

- Abraham cuts a covenant with Abilmelech (21:22–34) 

- Abraham “sacrifices” Isaac (22:1–19) 

- Abraham is told of Nahor’s fertility (22:20–24) 

- Sarah dies and is buried by Abraham (23:1–20) 

- Abraham sends his servant to get a wife for Isaac (24:1–67) 

- Abraham begets many children by Keturah (25:1–6) 

- Abraham dies and is buried (25:7–11) 

 

These are the Generations of Ishmael (25:12–18) 

 

 Ishmael, Seed of the Serpent (25:12–18) 

- Ishmael has twelve son princes (25:12–18) 

 

 These are the Generations of Isaac (25:19―35:29) 

 

 Isaac, Seed of the Woman (25:19―26:33) 

- Isaac begets Jacob and Esau by Rachel (25:19–28) 

- Jacob purchases Esau’s birthright (25:29–34) 

- God cuts the Abrahamic covenant with Isaac (26:1–5) 

- Isaac puts Rachel in Abimelech’s harem (26:6–16) 

- Isaac is enriched by God and by Abimelech (26:17–33) 

 

 Esau, Seed of the Serpent (26:34–35) 

- Esau marries Hittite women (26:34–35) 

 

 Jacob, Seed of the Woman (27:19―36:43) 

- Jacob steals Esau’s the blessing by deceiving Isaac (27:1–41) 

- Rebekah and Isaac send Jacob to Laban in Paddan-aram (27:42―28:5) 

- Esau marries Mahalath, Ishmael’s daughter (28:6–9) 

 

- Jacob dreams of a ladder at Bethel (28:10–22) 

- Jacob marries Leah and Rachel (29:1–30) 

- Jacob begets eleven sons and a daughter by Leah and Rachel, Zilpah and Bilhah 

(29:31―30:24) 

- Jacob prospers with Laban’s flocks (30:25–43) 

- Jacob secretly departs from Laban (31:1–55) 

- Jacob prepares to meet Esau (32:1–21) 

- Jacob wrestles with the Angel of the LORD (32:22–32) 

- Jacob meets Esau (33:1–20) 

- Dinah is raped and Shechem is slaughtered by Simeon and Levi (34:1–31) 
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- God affirms Jacob’s blessing and again renames him Israel at Bethel (35:1–15) 

 

- Rachel dies giving birth to Benjamin and is buried in Bethlehem (35:16–21) 

- Reuben lay with Bilhah, Jacob’s concubine and the mother of Dan and Naphtali 

(35:22) 

- Jacob begets sons by Leah, Rachel, Bilhah, and Zilpah (35:23–26) 

- Isaac dies and is buried by Esau and Jacob (35:27–29) 

 

These are the Generations of Esau (36:1–8) 

 

 Esau, Seed of the Serpent (36:1–8) 

- Esau settles his family in the hill country of Seir (36:1–8) 

 

These are the Generations of Esau (36:9―37:1) 

 

 Esau, Seed of the Serpent (36:9―37:1) 

- Esau, and his seed, lived in the hill country of Seir (36:1–43) 

- Jacob, and his seed, lived in the land of his father (37:1) 

 

These are the Generations of Jacob (37:2―50:26) 

 

 Joseph, Protector of the Seed of the Woman (37:2–36) 

- Joseph has dreams (37:1–11) 

- Joseph’s brothers sell him to Ishmaelites, who sell him to Potiphar in Egypt 

(37:12–36) 

 

 Judah, Seed of the Woman (38:1–30) 

- Judah begets Er, Onan, and Shelah by Shua, a Canaanite woman (38:1–5) 

- Judah marries Er to Tamar, but Er dies without a seed (38:6–7) 

- Judah commands Onan to beget a seed for Er by Tamar, but Onan dies without 

a seed (38:8–10) 

- Judah refuses to require Shelah to beget a seed for Er by Tamar (38:11) 

- Judah’s wife, Shua, dies (38:12) 

- Tamar disguises herself as a prostitute and begets a child by Judah (38:13–23) 

- Tamar reveals that she was impregnated by Judah (38:24–26) 

- Judah begets twins, Perez and Zerah, by Tamar (38:27–30) 

 

 Joseph, Protector of the Seed of the Woman (39:1―47:31) 

 

- Joseph serves Potiphar well, but is falsely accused of rape by Potiphar’s wife 

(39:1–18) 

- Joseph is put in prison (39:19–23) 

- Joseph interprets the dreams of Pharaoh’s cupbearer and the baker (40:1–23) 

- Joseph is called to interpret Pharaoh’s dreams (41:1–36) 



Frontline, Ph2-Wk1 
Genesis 

 

14 

 

- Joseph becomes second to Pharaoh over all Egypt (41:37–57) 

- Joseph’s brothers come to Egypt for food (42:1–5) 

- Joseph accuses his brothers of being spies, but sends them with food and 

money (42:6–38) 

- Joseph’s brothers return to Egypt for food with Benjamin (43:1–34) 

- Joseph sends his brothers with food but puts a cup on Benjamin’s sack (44:1–

13) 

- Judah substitutes himself for Benjamin (44:14–34) 

- Joseph reveals himself to his brothers (45:1–15) 

- Joseph provides for his brothers and sends for Jacob and all of Jacob’s family 

(45:16–28) 

- Jacob takes his 66-person family to Egypt and is joined to Joseph, Joseph’s wife, 

Ephraim, and Manasseh, to make 70 (46:1–27) 

- Jacob’s family settles in Goshen (47:1–12) 

- Joseph saves Egypt during the 7-years of famine (47:13–26) 

- Joseph promises to bury Jacob with Abraham and Isaac (47:27–31) 

 

 Judah, Seed of the Woman (48:1―50:26) 

- Jacob blesses Ephraim and Manasseh (48:1–22) 

- Jacob blesses his sons (49:1–2) 

- Jacob blesses Reuben (49:3–4) 

- Jacob blesses Simeon and Levi (49:5–7) 

- Jacob blesses Judah (49:8–12) 

- Jacob blesses Zebulun (49:13) 

- Jacob blesses Issachar (49:14–15) 

- Jacob blesses Dan (49:16–18) 

- Jacob blesses Gad (49:19) 

- Jacob blesses Naphtali (49:21) 

- Jacob blesses Joseph (49:22–26) 

- Jacob blesses Benjamin (49:27) 

 

 Jacob, Seed of the Woman (49:28―50:14) 

- Jacob dies and is buried (49:28―50:14) 

 

 Joseph, Protector of the Seed of the Woman (50:15–26) 

- Joseph reassures his brothers (50:15–21) 

- Joseph dies and is embalmed with a promise that he will be buried in the 

Promised Land (50:22–26) 
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VIII. Biblical Theology 

 

Every strand of biblical theology is found in the book of Genesis. This is what makes Genesis an 

amazing book to study. It is impossible to exhaust it or to achieve a comprehensive handle on it. 

Therefore, in this session, we will only be able to highlight some of the many ways Genesis points 

us to the gospel in the book of Genesis. 

 

1. Eden and New Jerusalem 

 

The macro structure of the Bible is bracketed by Genesis 1―2 and Revelation 21―22. 

These are the only four chapters in the Bible where there is no sin, death, or curse. In both 

brackets we find God dwelling with humanity, the tree of life, fullness of joy, and perfect 

righteousness.  

 

There are too many parallels to list at this time. Sufficient for our purposes in this class is 

to note that Genesis 3―Revelation 20 is the story of redemption that restores what was 

lost by the Fall. However, we are not merely returning to the comforts of Eden. The new 

heavens and the new earth exceed even the glory of the beginning. The garden has 

become a garden city and sinless humanity has become redeemed and glorified humanity. 

Through all the pain and sorrow of human experience, the elect gain a greater glory than 

humanity possessed in Eden. 

 

Central to this redemptive epic is the life, death, and resurrection of the Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

2. God and Humanity 

 

Genesis 1 and 2 show us that there is one God who is responsible for all Creation and who 

is, therefore, sovereign over all. 

 

Genesis 1 and 2 also define what it means to be human. We are set apart from every other 

creature, made male and female in the image of God to have dominion over God’s 

Creation. 

 

In Colossians 1:15, Paul writes that “[Jesus] is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn 

of all creation.” In Colossians 1:16, Paul writes, “For by him all things were created, in 

heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominion or rulers or 

authorities – all things were created through him and for him.” In verse 15, we see the 

perfect restored humanity in Jesus. In verse 16, we see that Jesus is the LORD God who 

created the heavens and the earth. 
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3. Fall and Salvation 

 

The great problem for all humanity, namely sin and death, is explained in Genesis 3. 

Disobedience to God’s revealed command corrupted what it means to be human. As the 

highpoint of God’s Creation, the sin of humanity also corrupted the entire universe. 

 

Chapters 4 through 11 show the repeated failure and inability of humanity to repair the 

devastating consequences of sin or to save itself from the Fall. Noah is characterized as a 

new Adam―called to the Adamic mandate in Genesis 9:1–2―but he imitates Adam’s fall 

in his own garden in Genesis 9:20–29. 

 

Genesis 12:1–3 is the turning point in Salvation history. Abraham, another new Adam and 

a new Noah, is given another fresh start but this time it comes with unconditional promises 

of salvation. Through Abraham and his family, God would bless all the families of the earth. 

This is a clear promise of the Gospel. No longer is humanity’s blessing contingent on 

humanity’s character. The salvation and blessing of humanity are rooted in God’s character 

and in God’s sovereign promise to bring it about, which He does in Christ Jesus, the seed 

of Abraham (Galatians 3:16–18). 

 

 

4. Seed 

 

The theme of seed is among the most important of all the themes in Genesis and the Bible.  

 

In the beginning, God commands Adam and Ishah (Eve, before the Fall): “Be fruitful and 

multiply and fill the earth and subdue it and have dominion over the fish of the sea and 

over the birds of the heavens and over every living thing that moves on the earth” (Genesis 

1:28). 

 

After sinning against God, the LORD declares the beginning of a war between the Seed of 

the Woman and the Seed of the Serpent. This war will rage until the Seed of the Woman 

shall crush the head of the Seed of the Serpent and the Seed of the Serpent shall bruise 

the heel of the Seed of the Woman. More on this below. 

 

Genealogies speak of death, but also of birth; God sustains the human race generation 

after generation, one seed at a time. 

 

Abraham and Sarah, the parents of redeemed humanity are barren until God brings 

Abraham’s seed, Isaac, into the world late in their life. Abraham is also given the sign of 

circumcision to graphically remind him and his family that God’s purposes will be 

accomplished by his/their seed. 
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Sin results in death, but the Seed brings life and hope for salvation. We know that Jesus 

Christ, the Seed of Abraham, is the Seed of the Woman who vanquishes the Seed of the 

Serpent on the Cross (Galatians 3:16).  

 

We also learn that the Word of God is the imperishable seed that imparts eternal life to 

those who receive it (1 Peter 1:22–25; John 1:9–13). 

 

5. Seed of the Woman against the Seed of the Serpent 

 

Genesis does not merely contain genealogies; Genesis IS a genealogy (see Genesis 2:4; 6:9; 

10:1; 11:10; 11:27; 25:12; 15:19; 36:1; 36:9; 37:2). As the first book in the Bible, this 

informs how we read all the Bible. The Bible is, among other things, a genealogy that takes 

us from Adam to Jesus Christ (Luke 3:23–38). 

 

With Genesis 3:15 as a foundational verse, the book of Genesis traces the lineage of the 

Seed of the Woman while distinguishing it from the Seed of the Serpent (John 8:39–47; 1 

John 3:1–10). Genesis 4 illustrates vividly that biological brothers can fall into two very 

different categories. Cain was a Seed of the Serpent and Abel was a Seed of the Woman. 

After the death of Abel, the Seed of the woman is traced through Seth. 

 

In Genesis 5:1, the superscription, “This is the book of the generations of Adam,” provides 

a new beginning to the book of Genesis, and a new beginning to the Bible. From Genesis 

5:1 forward, Genesis (and the Bible thereafter) is the generation-by-generation story of 

God’s redemption of Adam, which climaxes in Jesus Christ, the son of Adam, the son of 

God (Luke 3:38). 

 

Within the book of Genesis, the key players in the line of the Seed of the Woman are Adam, 

Seth, Noah, Shem, Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, and Judah. In each case, except Judah who 

shares aspects of the blessing of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob with his brothers, a distinction 

is made between the Seed of the Woman and the Seed of the Serpent: 

 

Adam // Serpent 

Seth // Cain 

Noah // Nephilim 

Shem // Japheth and Ham 

Abraham // Nahor/Lot 

Isaac // Ishmael 

Jacob // Esau 

Judah 

 

We see this same kind of coupling throughout Israel’s history. For example, Moses // 

Pharaoh and David // Saul. It seems God is interested to bring this ancient struggle between 

the Seed of the Woman and the Seed of the Serpent in the foreground of Salvation History. 
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The climactic battle is between Jesus Christ and the dragon, that ancient serpent, who is 

the devil and Satan. Jesus crushes Satan’s head, but at the cost of his life. 

 

6. Abraham 

 

One quarter of the book of Genesis is devoted to Abraham’s life. Clearly, then, Abraham is 

important. In addition to his election as the fountain-head of a new humanity that is saved 

by God’s gracious unconditional promises rather than on human effort (Genesis 12:1–3), 

the life of Abraham is a typology of Salvation History; both of Israel’s national experience 

and of the gospel. 

 

Genesis 12:1–3  God calls Abram with unconditional promises 

   God calls Himself to save a people for Himself 

 

Genesis 12:4–9  Abram settles in the promised land 

   Israel/Jacob and his family settle in the promised land 

 

Genesis 12:10–20 Sarai put in Pharaoh’s harem, released by plagues 

   True Israel (Messianic seed) enslaved by Pharaoh, released by  

plagues 

 

Genesis 15:1–21 God cuts a suzerain covenant with Abram 

  God institutes the Passover with Israel 

 

Genesis 16:1–16 Abram begets Ishmael by Hagar 

   God cuts Old Covenant with Israel at Sinai (Galatians 4:21–25) 

 

Genesis 17:1–14 God gives circumcision to *Abraham as the sign of the covenant 

   God gives circumcision to Israel as the sign of the Old Covenant 

 

Genesis 17:15―18:21 Isaac’s birth is promised 

   Messiah’s birth is promised by pre-exilic prophets 

 

Genesis 20:1–18 Sarah put in Abimelech’s harem, released by royal decree 

   True Israel (Messianic seed) put in Babylonian captivity, released  

by royal decree 

 

Genesis 21:1–7  Abraham begets Isaac by Sarah 

   God begets Messiah in Mary from Heaven by Holy Spirit  

(Galatians 4:26–27) 
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Genesis 21:8–9  Ishmael2 laughs at (persecutes) Isaac 

   Apostate Israel laughs at (rejects and persecutes) Jesus/Church  

(Galatians 4:28–29) 

 

Genesis 21:10–21 Abraham casts out Hagar and Ishmael 

   God cuts off apostate Israel (Galatians 4:30–31; Romans 11:25) 

 

Genesis 21:22–34 Abraham cuts a covenant with Abimelech 

   God cuts a covenant with Gentiles (Romans 11:11–25) 

 

Genesis 22:1–19 Abraham “sacrifices” Isaac 

   God cuts New Covenant by crucifixion and resurrection of Messiah 

 

Genesis 22:20–24  Abraham is told of Nahor’s fertility 

   There are many nonelect human beings in the history of the world 

 

Genesis 23:1–20 Sarah dies and is buried by Abraham (23:1–20) 

   God’s Old Covenant with Israel is fulfilled by New Covenant 

 

Genesis 24:1–61 Abraham sends a messenger to get a wife for Isaac 

   God sends Holy Spirit to regenerate a bride (Church) for Christ 

 

Genesis 24:62–67 Isaac consummates his marriage to Rebekah in the tent of his  

mother 

 Jesus Christ consummates His marriage to the Church in the New 

Jerusalem at the Wedding Supper of the Lamb (Revelation 19:1–

10) 

 

Genesis 25:1–6  Abraham begets many children by Keturah 

  Abraham is the father of many others who play no role in salvation  

history 

 

Genesis 25:7–11 Abraham dies and is buried 

 End of this age 

 

  

 
2 Note Genesis 25:12–18 
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In this typology (see Galatians 4:21–31), we can make the following macro-associations: 

 

 

 

  

   

 

 

 

  

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

7. Sons of Jacob; Joseph and Judah 

 

There are some big names in the book of Genesis. Adam, Eve, Cain, Abel, Noah, Abraham, 

Sarah, Ishmael, Isaac, Rebekah, Esau, Jacob, Leah, Rachel, Joseph. Perhaps the most 

important name in the book of Genesis, however, is Judah. Whereas Joseph occupies most 

of the pages from Genesis 37―50, Judah is the main character of these chapters. 

 

By comparison, Joseph seems like the great means of God’s salvation. However, Joseph is 

but the protector of the Messianic Line, which is carried by Judah. It is not always apparent, 

but Genesis 37―41 contain two parallel stories happening at the same time. Chapters 37 

and 39―41 are happening concurrently with chapter 38. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Genesis 38 

Genesis 1―36 Genesis 42―50 

Genesis 37, 39―41 

Judah 

Joseph 
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It is also not always apparent that this parallel chronology emphasises Judah’s central role 

in the story. By enveloping Judah’s narrative with Joseph’s narrative, Judah becomes 

central. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Although the envelope is lopsided, Judah’s central portrayal highlights him as the central 

character. Why is there so much more written about Joseph? Several reasons. First, God 

used Joseph to save Judah and the Messianic line. Without Joseph, there is no Jesus Christ. 

The lineage of Christ would have starved by famine in Canaan. Second, in order to elevate 

Joseph to this position to save the Messianic line, a lot more plot was required. In chapter 

38, the key plot point is how Perez was conceived and born, since Perez inherited the 

Messianic line. In chapters 39―41, by contrast, Joseph had to go from slave to prison to 

Prime Minister. Explaining that simply requires more ink. 

 

God loves detail. The earthly father of Jesus was also named Joseph. God communicated 

with both Josephs through dreams (Genesis 37:2–10; 40:5–23; 41: 1–8, 14–36; Matthew 

1:20–25; Matthew 2:13–15) and God used both Josephs to shelter the Messiah in Egypt. 

Both Josephs were critically important to Salvation History, but neither Joseph was the 

main carrier of salvation. 

 

8. The Lion of Judah 

 

In addition to the Joseph-Judah parallel mentioned above, there are other important, 

though often subtle, pro-Judah texts in Genesis. 

 

- Genesis 29:31–35: Leah tried to earn Jacob’s love by bearing children. In the 

naming of Reuben, Simeon, and Levi, Leah grieved that she was unable to make 

her husband love her. With the birth of her fourth child, Judah, Leah decided to 

stop trying to earn his favour. Instead, she decided to praise God, which is what 

Judah means. 

 

- Genesis 34: This is a strange chapter in the book that does not seem to fit. This 

chapter, however, explains why, in human terms, Jacob’s second and third sons 

did not receive the blessing, and thus the Messianic line (see Genesis 49:5–7). 

 

Joseph Joseph 

Judah 

37 38 39 40 41 
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- Genesis 35:22: This strange verse has many implications for Salvation History. In 

addition to becoming a catalyst for sparing Joseph’s life (see Genesis 37:20–22) 

and the selling of Joseph to the Ishmaelites, who took him to Egypt (see Genesis 

37:29–30), Reuben’s sin disqualified him from receiving the Messianic blessing 

(see Genesis 49:3–4). With Reuben, Simeon, and Levi cut out of the will, so to 

speak, Judah, the fourth-born, was next in line. 

 

- Genesis 43:8–10: This short speech to his father reveals the beginning of a change 

in Judah’s characterization. We see seeds that will bloom in the forthcoming 

speech to Joseph. Both speeches are about securing Benjamin’s safety by putting 

his own life and his place in the family on the line. 

 

- Genesis 44:18–34: The longest uninterrupted speech in the book of Genesis is 

attributed to Judah. Length alone suggests that the man who delivers it is of 

significant importance. Additionally, the content demonstrates a dramatic change 

in Judah’s character. The profit-seeking brother-trafficker from Genesis 37:26–27 

and the selfish lusty progenitor of chapter 38 has become a self-giving substitute 

for his brother, Benjamin, for the sake of love toward his father. In this speech we 

glean a clear typology of the Messianic character and mission. 

 

- Genesis 49:8–12: There is nothing subtle about this blessing. At this point in 

Salvation History, God has revealed that His promise to bless the world through 

Abraham and his family will be accomplished through the line of Judah. Judah is 

the lion. He possesses the scepter and the ruler’s staff. Tribute comes to him. All 

nations obey him. By way of preview, therefore, Saul, who comes from Benjamin, 

cannot be the dynastic king of Israel (see Genesis 49:27).  

 

The Bible is the story of this final blessing to Judah in the book of Genesis. From Adam to 

Seth to Noah to Shem to Abraham to Isaac to Jacob to Judah to David, this divine promise 

of blessings comes to Jesus of Nazareth, the True Lion of Judah, the Seed of Abraham, the 

Seed of the Woman. And to Him is power and wealth and wisdom and might and honour 

and glory and blessing” (Revelation 5:12)! 

 

 

  



Frontline, Ph2-Wk1 
Genesis 

 

23 

 

Appendix 1: Alternative Micro Structure 

 

I. Micro Structure 

 

Genesis 1:1―11:32 

 

 Creation (1:1―2:25) 

- Creation Week (1:1―2:3) 

- Day Six (2:4–25) 

 

 Fall (3:1–24) 

- Transgression (Genesis 3:1–13) 

- Consequences (Genesis 3:14 – 19) 

- Exile (Genesis 3:20–24) 

 

 Seed (4:1–11:32) 

- Cain, seed of the serpent (4:1–24) 

- Seth, seed of the woman (4:25 – 5:32) 

- Noah, seed of Seth (6:1―10:32) 

- Terah, seed of Noah (11:1―11:32) 

 

Genesis 12:1–3 

 

 Hinge of Salvation History (12:1–3) 

- Now the LORD said to Abram, “Go from your country and your kindred and your 

father’s house to the land that I will show you. And I will make of you a great 

nation, and I will bless you and make your name great, so that you will be a 

blessing. I will bless those who bless you, and him who dishonors you I will curse, 

and in you all the families of the earth shall be blessed.”  

 

Genesis 12:4―50:26 

 

 Abraham, seed of Terah (12:4―25:20) 

- Abram goes to the Promised Land (12:4–9) 

- Abram puts Sarai in an Egyptian Harem (12:10–20) 

- Abram and Lot separate (13:1–18) 

- Abram rescues Lot (14:1―14:16) 

- Abram is blessed by Melchizadek (14:17–24) 

- God cuts a covenant with Abram (15:1–21) 

- Abram begets Ishmael by Hagar (16:1–16) 

- God cuts the covenant of circumcision with *Abraham (17:14) 

- God promises Isaac to Abraham and Sarah (17:15―18:21) 

- Abraham intercedes for Sodom (18:22–33) 

- Lot is rescued by God’s angels from Sodom (19:1–29) 
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- Lot begets Moab and Ben-ammi by his daughters (19:30–38) 

- Abraham puts Sarah in Abimelech’s harem (20:1–18) 

- Abraham begets Isaac by Sarah (21:1–7) 

- Abraham casts out Hagar and Ishmael (21:8–21) 

- Abraham cuts a covenant with Abilmelech (21:22–34) 

- Abraham “sacrifices” Isaac (22:1–19) 

- Abraham is told of Nahor’s fertility (22:20 – 24) 

- Sarah dies and is buried by Abraham (23:1–20) 

- Abraham sends his servant to get a wife for Isaac (24:1–67) 

- Abraham begets many children by Keturah (25:1–6) 

- Abraham dies and is buried (25:7–11) 

- Ishmael has twelve son princes (25:12–18) 

 

 Isaac, seed of Abraham (Genesis 25:19―26:35) 

- Isaac begets Jacob and Esau by Rachel (25:19–28) 

- Jacob purchases Esau’s birthright (25:29–34) 

- God cuts the Abrahamic covenant with Isaac (26:1–5) 

- Isaac puts Rachel in Abimelech’s harem (26:6–16) 

- Isaac is enriched by God and by Abimelech (26:17–33) 

- Esau marries Hittite women (26:34–35) 

 

 Jacob, seed of Isaac (Genesis 27:1―50:26) 

 

A: Jacob, Pt. 1 (Genesis 27:1―36:43) 

- Jacob steals Esau’s the blessing by deceiving Isaac (27:1–41) 

- Rebekah and Isaac send Jacob to Laban in Paddan-aram (27:42―28:5) 

- Esau marries Mahalath, Ishmael’s daughter (28:6–9) 

 

- Jacob dreams of a ladder at Bethel (28:10–22) 

- Jacob marries Leah and Rachel (29:1–30) 

- Jacob begets eleven sons and a daughter by Leah and Rachel, Zilpah and 

Bilhah (29:31―30:24) 

- Jacob prospers with Laban’s flocks (30:25–43) 

- Jacob secretly departs from Laban (31:1–55) 

- Jacob prepares to meet Esau (32:1–21) 

- Jacob wrestles with the Angel of the LORD (32:22–32) 

- Jacob meets Esau (33:1–20) 

- Dinah is raped and Shechem is slaughtered by Simeon and Levi (34:1–31) 

- God affirms Jacob’s blessing and again renames him Israel at Bethel 

(35:1–15) 

 

- Rachel dies giving birth to Benjamin and is buried in Bethlehem (35:16–

21) 
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- Reuben lay with Bilhah, Jacob’s concubine and the mother of Dan and 

Naphtali (35:22) 

- Jacob’s sons by Leah, Rachel, Bilhah, and Zilpah (35:23–26) 

- Isaac dies and is buried by Esau and Jacob (35:27–29) 

- Esau’s family tree (36:1–43) 

 

   B: Joseph, Pt. 1 (Genesis 37) 

- Joseph has dreams (37:1–11) 

- Joseph’s brothers sell him to Ishmaelites, who sell him to 

Potiphar in Egypt (37:12–36) 

 

    C: Judah (Genesis 38) 

- Judah begets Er, Onan, and Shelah by Shua, a Canaanite 

woman (38:1–5) 

- Judah marries Er to Tamar, but Er dies without a seed 

(38:6–7) 

- Judah commands Onan to beget a seed for Er by Tamar, 

but Onan dies without a seed (38:8–10) 

- Judah refuses to require Shelah to beget a seed for Er by 

Tamar (38:11) 

- Judah’s wife, Shua, dies (38:12) 

- Tamar disguises herself as a prostitute and begets a child 

by Judah (38:13–23) 

- Tamar reveals that she was impregnated by Judah 

(38:24–26) 

- Judah begets twins, Perez and Zerah, by Tamar (38:27–

30) 

 

   B’: Joseph, Pt. 2 (Genesis 39:1―47:31) 

- Joseph serves Potiphar well, but is falsely accused of rape by 

Potiphar’s wife (39:1–18) 

- Joseph is put in prison (39:19–23) 

- Joseph interprets the dreams of Pharaoh’s cupbearer and the 

baker (40:1–23) 

- Joseph is called to interpret Pharaoh’s dreams (41:1–36) 

- Joseph becomes second to Pharaoh over all Egypt (41:37–57) 

- Joseph’s brothers come to Egypt for food (42:1–5) 

- Joseph accuses his brothers of being spies, but sends them with 

food and money (42:6–38) 

- Joseph’s brothers return to Egypt for food with Benjamin (43:1–

34) 

- Joseph sends his brothers with food but puts a cup on Benjamin’s 

sack (44:1–13) 

- Judah substitutes himself for Benjamin (44:14–34) 
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- Joseph reveals himself to his brothers (45:1–15) 

- Joseph provides for his brothers and sends for Jacob and all of 

Jacob’s family (45:16–28) 

- Jacob takes his 66-person family to Egypt and is joined to Joseph, 

Joseph’s wife, Ephraim, and Manasseh, to make 70 (46:1–27) 

- Jacob’s family settles in Goshen (47:1–12) 

- Joseph saves Egypt during the 7-years of famine (47:13–26) 

- Joseph promises to bury Jacob with Abraham and Isaac (47:27–

31) 

 

  A’: Jacob, Pt. 2 (Genesis 48:1―50:26) 

- Jacob blesses Ephraim and Manasseh (48:1–22) 

- Jacob blesses his sons (49:1–27) 

- Jacob dies and is buried (49:28―50:14) 

- Joseph reassures his brothers (50:15 – 21) 

- Joseph dies and is embalmed with a promise that he will be buried n the 

Promised Land (50:22–26) 

 

 


