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I. Bible Project Videos  

www.southshorebible.org/frontline-phase-2 

Read Scripture Series 

- Joshua 

  Israel 2019 

- Banks of the Jordan River 

 

 

 

II. Recommended Books and Commentaries 

 

 

  

http://www.southshorebible.org/frontline-phase-2
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III. Major themes of biblical theology in the book of Joshua: 

 

 

Joshua 
 

Joshua is a typological figure who is fulfilled in the person of Jesus Christ. 
 

Gentile Passover 

 
Rahab represents all Gentiles who are grafted into the commonwealth of 

Israel by grace through faith in the blood of our Passover Lamb. 
 

Crossing the Jordan 
 

Crossing the Jordan ought to be connected to crossing the Red Sea 
 

Land 
 

The Land is a typology of the new heavens and the new earth. 
 

Conquest 

 
The conquest of Canaan by Joshua is a typology of the conquest of the 

world by Jesus Christ upon His return. 
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IV. Macro Structure of Joshua 

 

A. Conquering the Promised Land (1:1―12:24) 

 

A1. Succeeding Moses (1:1–18) 

A2. Crossing the Jordan (2:1―5:15) 

A3. Defeating Jericho and Ai (6:1―8:29) 

A4. Conquering the Land (8:30―12:24) 

 

B. Dividing the Promised Land (13:1―22:34) 

 

B1. Introduction to Tribal Inheritances (13:1–7) 

B2. Inheritances East of the Jordan (13:8–33) 

B3. Inheritances West of the Jordan (14:1―19:51) 

B4. Cities of Refuge (20:1–9) 

B5. Cities and Fields for Levi (21:1–45) 

B6. Transjordanian Tribes (22:1–34) 

 

C. Keeping the Land in Covenant (23:1―24:33) 

 

C1. Joshua’s Farewell (23:1–16) 

C2. Covenant Renewal (24:1–28) 

C3. Three Graves in the Promised Land (24:29–33) 
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V. Detailed Structure 

 

Conquering the Promised Land (1:1―12:24) 

 

Succeeding Moses (1:1–18) 

 

- God calls Joshua to succeed Moses (1:1–9) 

 

- Joshua takes command of Israel (1:10–18) 

 

Crossing the Jordan (2:1―5:15) 

 

- Joshua sends two spies into Canaan (2:1–24) 

 

- Joshua leads Israel across the Jordan (3:1―4:24) 

▪ Israel crosses the Jordan (3:1–17) 

▪ Israel chooses 12 memorial stones from the Jordan (4:1–24) 

 

- Joshua prepares Israel to Conquer the Land (5:1–15) 

▪ New generation is circumcised (5:1–9) 

▪ First Passover in the Promised land is celebrated (5:10 – 12) 

▪ Joshua meets with the Commander of the Army of the LORD, His anti-

type (5:13–15) 

 

Defeating Jericho and Ai (6:1―8:29) 

 

- The Fall of Jericho (6:1–27) 

 

- The Fall of Ai (7:1―8:29) 

▪ Israel is defeated at Ai (7:1–9) 

▪ Achan is stoned for his sin (7:10–26) 

▪ Israel defeats Ai (8:1–29) 

 

Conquering the Land (9:1―12:24) 

 

- Joshua leads Israel in renewing the covenant at Mount Ebal and Mount Gerizim 

(8:30–35) 

 

- Southern Campaign (9:1―10:43) 

▪ Israel is deceived into a peace treaty with Gibeon (9:1–27) 

▪ Israel defends the Gibeonites from the Amorites (10:1 – 15) 

▪ Joshua executes the five kings of the Amorites at Makkedah (10:16–28) 

▪ Israel conquers Southern Canaan (10:29–43) 

o Libnah (10:29–30) 
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o Lachish (10:31–33) 

o Eglon (10:34–35) 

o Hebron (10:36–37) 

o Debir (10:38–39) 

o From Kadesh-barnea to Gaza, from Goshen to Gibeon (10:40–

43) 

 

- Northern Campaign (11:1–23) 

▪ Israel defeats the nations of the northern hill country: the Canaanites, 

the Amorites, the Hittites, the Perizzites, the Jebusites of the hill country, 

and the Hivites under Hermon in the land of Mizpah at the waters of 

Merom (11:1 – 20) 

▪ Israel defeats the Anakim from the hill country (11:21–22) 

 

- Summary of Total Campaign (11:23) 

 

- 2 Kings defeated by Moses (12:1–6) 

▪ King Sihon 

▪ King Og 

 

- 31 Kings defeated by Joshua (12:7–23) 

▪ King of Jericho 

▪ King of Ai 

▪ King of Jerusalem 

▪ King of Hebron 

▪ King of Jarmuth 

▪ King of Lachish 

▪ King of Eglon 

▪ King of Gezer 

▪ King of Debir 

▪ King of Geder 

▪ King of Mormah 

▪ King of Arad 

▪ King of Libnah 

▪ King of Adullam 

▪ King of Makkedah 

▪ King of Bethel 

▪ King of Tappuah 

▪ King of Hepher 

▪ King of Aphek 

▪ King of Lasharon 

▪ King of Madon 

▪ King of Hazor 

▪ King of Shimron-meron 
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▪ King of Achshaph 

▪ King of Taanach 

▪ King of Megiddo 

▪ King of Kedesh 

▪ King of Jokneam in Carmel 

▪ King of Dor in Naphath-dor 

▪ King of Goiim in Galilee 

▪ King of Tirzah 

 

Dividing the Promised Land (13:1―22:34) 

 

Introduction to Tribal Inheritances (13:1―14:15) 

 

- The LORD commands Joshua to allot the Promised Land to the tribes even 

though many lands had not been conquered (13:1–7)  

 

Inheritances East of the Jordan (13:8–33) 

 

- Introduction of the inheritance given to tribes east of the Jordan (13:8 – 13) 

 

- No inheritance given to Levi (13:14) 

 

- Reuben’s inheritance (13:15–23) 

 

- Gad’s inheritance (13:24–28) 

 

- Half-tribe of Manasseh’s inheritance (13:29–31) 

 

- No inheritance given to Levi (13:32–33) 

 

Inheritances West of the Jordan (14:1―19:51) 

 

- Introduction of the inheritance given to tribes west of the Jordan (14:1–5) 

 

- Caleb’s Inheritance (14:6–15) 

 

- Judah’s Inheritance (15:1–63) 

 

- Joseph’s Inheritance (16:1―17:18) 

 

- Benjamin’s Inheritance (18:1–28) 

 

- Simeon’s Inheritance (19:1–9) 
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- Zebulun’s Inheritance (19:10–16) 

 

- Issachar’s Inheritance (19:17–23) 

 

- Asher’s Inheritance (19:24–31) 

 

- Naphtali’s Inheritance (19:32–39) 

 

- Dan’s Inheritance (19:40–48) 

 

- Joshua’s Inheritance (19:49–51) 

 

Cities of Refuge (20:1–9) 

 

- Instructions for cities of refuge (20:1–7) 

 

- Cities of refuge (20:8–9) 

▪ West of Jordan 

o Kedesh in Galilee (Naphtali) 

o Shechem (Ephraim) 

o Kiriath-arba/Hebron (Judah) 

▪ East of Jordan 

o Bezer (Reuben) 

o Ramoth in Gliead (Gad) 

o Golan in Bashan (Manasseh) 

 

Cities and Fields for Levi (21:1–45) 

 

- Introduction of cities and fields for Levi (21:1–8) 

▪ General instructions (21:1 – 3)  

▪ Kohathites (21:4–5) 

o 13 cities in Judah, Simeon, and Benjamin (21:4) 

o 10 cities in Ephraim, Dan, and the half-tribe of Manasseh (21:5) 

▪ Gershonites (21:6) 

o 13 cities in Issachar, Asher, Naphtali, and the half-tribe of 

Manasseh (21:6) 

▪ Merarites (21:7) 

o 12 cities in Reuben, Gad, and Zebulun (21:7) 

▪ Summary of instructions for cities and fields for Levi (21:8) 

 

- Cities and fields given to the Kohatites (21:9–26) 

▪ From Judah and Simeon (21:9–16) 

o Kiriath-arba (Hebron) 

o Kibnah 
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o Jattir 

o Eshtemoa 

o Holon 

o Debir 

o Ain 

o Juttah 

o Beth-shemesh 

▪ From Benjamin (21:17–19) 

o Bibeon 

o Geba 

o Anathoth 

o Almon 

▪ From Ephraim (21:20–22) 

o Shechem 

o Gezer 

o Kibzaim 

o Beth-horon 

▪ From Dan (21:23–24) 

o Elteke 

o Gibbethon 

o Aijalon 

o Gath-rimmon 

▪ From the half-tribe of Manasseh (21:25) 

o Taanach 

o Gath-rimmon 

▪ Total cities given to the Kohatites (21:26) 

 

- Cities and fields given to the Gershonites (21:27–33) 

▪ From the half-tribe of Manasseh (21:27) 

o Golan in Bashan 

o Beeshterah 

▪ From Issachar (21:28 –29) 

o Kishion 

o Daberath 

o Jarmuth 

o En-gannim 

▪ From Asher (21:30–31) 

o Mishal 

o Abdon 

o Helkath 

o Rehob 

▪ From Naphtali (21:32) 

o Kedesh in Galilee 

o Hammoth-dor 
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o Kartan 

▪ Total cities given to the Gershonites (21:33) 

 

- Cities and fields given to the Merarites (21:34–40) 

▪ From Zebulun (21:34–35) 

o Jokneam 

o Kartah 

o Dimnah 

o Nahalal 

▪ From Reuben (21:36–37) 

o Bezer 

o Jahaz 

o Kedemoth 

o Mephaath 

▪ From Gad (21:38–39) 

o Ramoth 

o Mahanaim 

o Heshbon 

o Jazer 

▪ Total cities given to the Merarites (21:40) 

 

- Conclusion of cities and fields for Levi (21:41–45) 

 

Transjordanian Tribes (22:1–34) 

 

- Reuben, Gad, and the half-tribe of Manasseh return home (22:1–9) 

 

- Miscommunication about the altar of Witness east of the Jordan (22:10–34) 

 

C. Keeping the Land in Covenant (23:1―24:33) 

 

Joshua’s Farewell (23:1–16) 

 

- Joshua’s First call to covenant faithfulness (23:1–8) 

 

- Joshua’s Second call to covenant faithfulness (23:9–13) 

 

- Joshua’s Third call to covenant faithfulness (23:14–16) 

 

Covenant Renewal (24:1–28) 

 

- Historical Review at Shechem (24:1 – 13) 

 

- Call and Response to serve the LORD (24:14–24) 
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- Documentation of the Renewed Covenant (24:25–28) 

 

Three Graves in the Promised Land (24:29–33) 

 

- Joshua died and was buried at Timnath-serah at the age of 110 (24:29–31) 

 

- Bones of Joseph buried at Shechem (24:32) 

 

- Eleazar the son of Aaron died and was buried at Gibeah in Ephraim (24:33) 
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VI. Biblical Theology 

 

1. Joshua 

 

The typological significance of Joshua as the foreshadowing of Jesus (Joshua) Christ has 

already been established in our discussion of Numbers and Deuteronomy. We see in the 

book that bears his name, three more reasons to make this typological connection. 

 

a. Joshua as the new Moses 

 

There are several ways that Joshua is portrayed as a new Moses: 

 

i. The LORD chooses Joshua to be the successor to Moses (Joshua 1:1–9) 

and He promises, “Just as I was with Moses, so I will be with you” (Joshua 

1:5). 

 

ii. Like Moses (Exodus 3:5ff), Joshua speaks to the LORD and is required to 

remove his sandals from his feet because the place where he is standing 

is holy (Joshua 5:15). 

 

iii. Like Moses (Numbers 13), Joshua sends spies ahead of Israel to scout out 

the Land (Joshua 2:1ff). Whereas Moses sent 12 spies, Joshua only sent 2 

spies. Perhaps, the sending of the 2 spies is meant to remind us of Caleb 

and Joshua, thus offering a more positive outlook. 

 

iv. Just as Moses led Israel through the parted waters of the Red Sea (Exodus 

14), Joshua leads Israel across the parted waters of the Jordan River 

(Joshua 3—4). 

 

v. Just as Moses led Israel in the celebration of Passover (Exodus 12; 

Numbers 9), Joshua oversees the celebration of Passover in the Promised 

Land (Joshua 5:10–12). 

 

vi. Just as Moses defeated Sihon and Og (Joshua 12:1–6), Joshua defeated 31 

kings (Joshua 12:7–24). 

 

In each of these parallels, Joshua achieves supremacy over Moses.  

 

i. Whereas the LORD threatened to abandon Israel and not lead Moses 

into the Promised Land (Exodus 33), the LORD unconditionally promises 

Joshua, “I will not leave you or forsake you” (Joshua 1:5), and, “Be strong 

and courageous. Do not be frightened and do not be dismayed, for the 

LORD your God is with you where ever you go” (Joshua 1:9). 
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ii. Whereas 10 of the 12 spies that Moses sent came back with a faithless 

report (Numbers 13:25–33), both spies that Joshua sent came back with 

a faithful report (Joshua 2:24). 

 

iii. Whereas Moses led Israel through the waters to come out of slavery 

(Exodus 14), Joshua led Israel through the waters to come into the 

Promised Land (Joshua 3—4). 

 

iv. Whereas Moses celebrated the Passover in Egypt (Exodus 12) and in the 

wilderness (Numbers 9), Joshua celebrated the Passover in the 

Promised Land (Joshua 5:10–12). 

 

v. Whereas Moses defeated two kings (Joshua 12:1–6) and conquered 

land for two and a half tribes (Joshua 13:8–33), Joshua defeated 31 kings 

(Joshua 12:7–24) and conquered land for nine and a half tribes (Joshua 

14:1—19:48).  

 

Moreover, whereas Moses died on Mount Nebo (Deuteronomy 34), 

Joshua received a personal inheritance in the Promised Land (Joshua 

19:49–51). 

 

As the new and greater Moses, Joshua is a foretaste of the one who is the fullness 

of what it means to be the new and greater Moses. Jesus Christ achieves 

supremacy over Moses and Joshua, by fulfilling both typological antecedents: 

 

Hebrews 3:1–6 

 
1 Therefore, holy brothers, you who share in a heavenly calling, consider 

Jesus, the apostle and high priest of our confession, 2 who was faithful 

to him who appointed him, just as Moses also was faithful in all God’s 

house. 3 For Jesus has been counted worthy of more glory than 

Moses—as much more glory as the builder of a house has more honor 

than the house itself. 4 (For every house is built by someone, but the 

builder of all things is God.) 5 Now Moses was faithful in all God’s house 

as a servant, to testify to the things that were to be spoken later, 6 but 

Christ is faithful over God’s house as a son. And we are his house, if 

indeed we hold fast our confidence and our boasting in our hope.  

 

b. Joshua as the commander of the LORD’s army 

 

There is a beautiful scene in Joshua 5:13–15 where Joshua comes face to face with 

the Commander of the LORD’s army. Verse 15 proves that this is clearly a 

Christophany, an appearance of the pre-Incarnate Christ. Thus, we have type 
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(Joshua) and anti-type (Jesus) face to face, each as the Commander of the LORD’s 

army. 

 

This Christophany is telegraphing that what Joshua is about to do (Canaanite 

conquest) is, itself, typological of a future cosmic conquest (Revelation 19—22) 

that will be accomplished by the True Commander of the LORD’s army. 

 

c. Joshua as the giver of Land and Inheritance 

 

Joshua divided up the land as Israel’s inheritance. Unfortunately, however, this 

inheritance did not deliver Edenic peace the way the Torah foreshadowed. This is 

because, Joshua is only fulfilling the typological rest that comes with land and 

inheritance in the new cosmos. 

 

As the writer of Hebrews states plainly: 

 

Hebrews 4:8–11  

 
8 For if Joshua had given them rest, God would not have spoken of 

another day later on. 9 So then, there remains a Sabbath rest for the 

people of God, 10 for whoever has entered God’s rest has also rested 

from his works as God did from his. 11 Let us therefore strive to enter 

that rest, so that no one may fall by the same sort of disobedience.  

 

The “rest” of inheriting the Promised Land is a typological picture of the “Rest” 

promised when Jesus gives us our inheritance in the new heavens and the new 

earth. Whereas, Israel continued to struggle against their sinful tendencies, and 

were thus not at rest, we will be glorified and perfectly righteous, which is perfect 

rest, as promised. 

 

In conclusion, Joshua is clearly portrayed as a type of Jesus Christ. We see it in how both 

Joshua and Jesus are characterized as new and better Moses-figures (With Jesus adding a 

layer of complexity by also being a new and better Joshua). We see it in how both Joshua 

and Jesus are characterized as commanders of the LORD’s army. And, we see it in how both 

Joshua and Jesus give God’s people rest, Joshua in a temporary way and Jesus in ultimate 

glory. 

 

2. Gentile Passover 

 

So much could be said about Joshua 2. Sufficient for these notes is to point out how Rahab 

the practicing prostitute represents Gentile sinners as partakers of the Passover. 
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The spies tell Rahab to tie a scarlet cord in the window and the wrath of Israel will pass 

over her and her family. This is a clear allusion to the Passover blood from Exodus 12, which 

itself points forward to the blood of Jesus Christ. 

 

Before Israel goes into the Promised Land, therefore, they enfold Gentiles. This is fulfilled 

in the church, whereby Gentiles are grafted into the commonwealth of Israel. 

 

Rahab is the patron saint of the Gentile Passover. By including her in the covenant people 

of God (Joshua 6:25), the LORD prophesied about a future hope for Gentiles in the new 

covenant. 

 

3. Crossing the Jordan 

 

Crossing the Jordan River (Joshua 3—4) should be understood as one redemptive act with 

crossing the Red Sea. Thus, Israel was delivered from slavery in Egypt and, crossing through 

the Red Sea and the Jordan River, Israel entered into the freedom of God’s rest in the 

Promised Land. The intervening wilderness years can be, on this theological level, put to 

the side momentarily. 

 

This act of deliverance from slavery, baptism, and Promised Land foreshadows the Gospel 

We are all enslaved to sin. By the blood of Jesus Christ, our Passover Lamb, we are delivered 

from this slavery. We are baptized as a reminder that we will cross into eternal life when 

we are raised from the dead to live in the millennium or the new heavens and the new 

earth.1 

 

Between deliverance and Promised Land is the wilderness. The wilderness is the Christian 

life. We walk by faith as God humbles and tests us, preparing us for an unfading crown of 

glory when we finally cross the Jordan by bodily resurrection from the dead. 

 

4. Land 

 

The Promised Land is typological of the millennial kingdom and the new heavens and the 

new earth (Hebrews 4:8–13; 11:9–10). Therefore, the detailed boundaries of the tribal 

inheritance is theologically explosive and exciting, even while it is literarily dull. 

 

Joshua 13:1―22:34 can be summarized by a good map: 

 

 

 

 
1 I see a strong typological parallel between the book of Joshua and Revelation 19. I see a similar typological parallel 
between the exile of 586 B.C. (2 Kings 25; Lamentations, etc) and Revelation 20, which would leave room for a 
millennial kingdom as the fulfillment of Judges, Samuel, and Kings. However, I want to leave room for amillennial 
considerations in this study. 
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5. Conquest 

 

As Christians, we are often embarrassed by the conquest and we do not know quite what 

to do with it. Some try to explain it away as mere propaganda and hyperbole (e.g. The Bible 

Project Video). Others try to let God off the hook by saying that He didn’t then―or 

wouldn’t now—command or condone such behaviour. 

 

The major problem with these positions is that God did command the total annihilation of 

the Canaanites in Deuteronomy 7. Israel’s failure to accomplish the total destruction of the 

inhabitants of the Land caused no end of difficulty for them in subsequent centuries, and 

cannot be defended as God’s secret plan. No, Israel simply failed to accomplish their 

mission. 

 

What, then, should we do with the conquest? 

 

We should accept it as God typological will for the whole world. God sent Joshua and Israel 

to destroy the Canaanites because Jesus, Joshua’s anti-type, is going to come with the 

armies of heaven to destroy all of the forces of evil at the end of the age. He will begin by 

destroying the armies of the beast and the false prophet (Revelation 19) and will finish by 

resurrecting everyone who has ever lived to be judged (Revelation 20). Those who are not 

named in the Lamb’s book of life will be cast into the Lake of Fire with the counterfeit 

unholy trinity: the devil, the beast, and the false prophet. 

 

Revelation 19:11–21 

 
11 Then I saw heaven opened, and behold, a white horse! The one sitting on it is 

called Faithful and True, and in righteousness he judges and makes war. 12 His 

eyes are like a flame of fire, and on his head are many diadems, and he has a 

name written that no one knows but himself. 13 He is clothed in a robe dipped in 

blood, and the name by which he is called is The Word of God. 14 And the armies 

of heaven, arrayed in fine linen, white and pure, were following him on white 

horses. 15 From his mouth comes a sharp sword with which to strike down the 

nations, and he will rule them with a rod of iron. He will tread the winepress of 

the fury of the wrath of God the Almighty. 16 On his robe and on his thigh he has 

a name written, King of kings and Lord of lords.  
 

17 Then I saw an angel standing in the sun, and with a loud voice he called to all 

the birds that fly directly overhead, “Come, gather for the great supper of God, 
18 to eat the flesh of kings, the flesh of captains, the flesh of mighty men, the flesh 

of horses and their riders, and the flesh of all men, both free and slave, both small 

and great.” 19 And I saw the beast and the kings of the earth with their armies 

gathered to make war against him who was sitting on the horse and against his 

army. 20 And the beast was captured, and with it the false prophet who in its 

presence had done the signs by which he deceived those who had received the 
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mark of the beast and those who worshiped its image. These two were thrown 

alive into the lake of fire that burns with sulfur. 21 And the rest were slain by the 

sword that came from the mouth of him who was sitting on the horse, and all the 

birds were gorged with their flesh. 

 

God is radially committed to the typological communication of the Gospel in the Old 

Testament. The severity of the conquest of Canaan pales in comparison to the conquest 

yet to come. Thus, it behooves us to declare the gospel of Jesus Christ so that many people 

might be saved before He returns. Even so, come Lord Jesus! 
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I. Bible Project Videos  

www.southshorebible.org/frontline-phase-2 

Read Scripture Series 

- Judges 

 

II. Recommended Books and Commentaries 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

III. Major themes of biblical theology in the book of Judges: 

 

 

Downward Spiral 

 
Israel’s moral and religious life deteriorated quickly in a cycle of sin, 

oppression, repentance, and deliverance. 
 

12 Judges 

 
The author intentionally chose 12 judges from north to south to express 

that what happened in Judges was a national experience. 
 

Pro-King 

 
The book of Judges is one of the greatest examples of pro-king literature 

in the whole Bible. 
 

Anti-King 

 
The book of Judges includes some cautionary tales about the danger of 

kingship that unhitches itself from God and God’s plan. 
 

Total Depravity 

 
Israel’s great immorality is mirrored by humanity’s great immorality and 
Israel’s greatest need is mirrored by humanity’s greatest need; namely, a 

king. 
 

http://www.southshorebible.org/frontline-phase-2
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IV. Macro Structure of Judges 

 

A. Faithlessness and the Cycle of Sin (1:1―3:6) 

 

A1. Failure of the Conquest (1:1—2:5) 

A2. Death of Joshua (2:6–10) 

A3. Downward spiral (2:11—3:6) 

 

B. The Judges (3:7―16:31) 

 

B1. Othniel (3:7–11) 

B2. Ehud (3:12–30) 

B3. Shamgar (3:13) 

B4. Deborah (4:1—5:31) 

B5. Gideon (6:1—8:32) 

B6. Abimelech (8:33—9:57)2 

B6. Tola (10:1–2) 

B7. Jair (10:3–5) 

B8. Jephthah (10:6—12:7) 

B9. Ibzan (12:8–10) 

B10. Elon (12:11–12) 

B11. Abdon (12:13–15) 

B12. Samson (13:1—16:31)3 

 

C. No King in Israel (17:1―21:25) 

 

C1. Religious Break-down (17:1—18:31) 

C2. Moral Break-down (19:1 – 30) 

C3. Civil War (20:1—21:25) 

  

 
2 Abimelech is not a Judge. He is a self-appointed king. 
 
3 Othniel, Ehud, Deborah, Gideon, Jephthah, and Samson are considered “Major Judges” because of the 
corresponding narratives given about them. 
 
Shamgar, Tolah, Jair, Ibzan, Elon, and Abdon are considered “Minosr Judges” because of no corresponding 
narratives given about them.  
 
The 6 major and the 6 minor judges bring the total number of judges to 12. This is intentional. 
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V. Detailed Structure 

 

Faithlessness and the Cycle of Sin (1:1―3:6) 

 

Failure of the Conquest (1:1—2:5) 

 

- After the death of Joshua. . . (1:1) 

 

- Judah leads the continuing conquest with Simeon (1:1–20) 

 

- The other tribes fail to drive out the inhabitants of the land (1:21–36) 

 

- The angel of the LORD rebukes Israel for failing to break down the Canaanite 

altars and punishes Israel by not driving the people out of the land (2:1 – 5) 

 

Death of Joshua (2:6–10) 

 

Downward spiral (2:11—3:6) 

 

- Israel went after other gods (2:11–13) 

 

- The LORD gave Israel over to plunderers (2:14 – 15) 

 

- The LORD raised up judges to save Israel (2:16 – 17) 

 

- Israel enjoyed peace during the lifetime of that judge (2:18) 

 

- Israel went after other gods worse than the previous generation (2:19) 

 

- The LORD gave Israel over to the other nations that Joshua had not driven out 

(2:20–23) 

 

- These are the nations that the LORD left in the land to test His people (3:1–5) 

▪ Five Lords of the Philistines 

▪ Canaanites 

▪ Sidonians 

▪ Hivites 

▪ Amorites 

▪ Perizzites 

▪ Jebusites 

 

- Israel intermarried with these nations and worshipped their gods (3:6) 
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The Judges (3:7―16:31) 

 

Othniel (3:7–11) 

 

- Israel did what was evil in the eyes of the LORD, worshipping Baal and Asheroth 

(3:7) 

 

- God gave Israel into the hand of King Cushan-rishathaim of Mesopotamia for 8 

years (3:8) 

 

- Israel cried out to the LORD (3:9a) 

 

- God delivered Israel by raising up Othniel, brother of Caleb (3:9b–10) 

 

- The land had rest 40 years (3:11) 

 

Ehud (3:12–30) 

 

- Israel did what was evil in the eyes of the LORD (13:12a) 

 

- The LORD gave Israel into the hand of King Eglon of Moab for 18 years (3:12b–

14) 

 

- Israel cried out to the LORD (3:15a) 

 

- The LORD delivered Israel by raising up Ehud, son of Gera the Benjaminite 

(3:15b–29) 

 

- The land had rest 80 years (3:30) 

 

Shamgar (3:13) 

 

- The LORD delivered Israel by Shamgar, son of Anaath, with an oxgoad (3:30) 

 

Deborah (4:1—5:31) 

 

- Israel did what was evil in the eyes of the LORD (4:1) 

 

- The LORD gave Israel into the hand of King Jabin of Canaan, who reigned in 

Hazor with his commander Sisera, for 20 years (4:2) 

 

- Israel cried out to the LORD (4:3) 
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- Israel was saved during the time that Deborah, a prophetess, the wife of 

Lappidoth, was judging Israel (4:4–24) 

 

▪ Deborah conscripted Barak to defeat Sisera, but Barak refused to go 

without Deborah’s leadership (4:4–10) 

 

▪ Heber the Kenite was camping near Kedesh (4:11) 

 

▪ Barak defeated Sisera’s army at Mount Tabor (4:12–16) 

 

▪ Sisera fled and was killed by Jael, the wife of Heber the Kenite, who put 

a tent peg through his temple while he lay in her tent (4:17–22) 

 

▪ Israel defeated King Jabin (4:23–24) 

 

- Song of Deborah recounts this history (5:1–31a) 

 

- The land had rest 40 years (5:31b) 

 

Gideon (6:1—8:32) 

 

- Israel did what was evil in the eyes of the LORD (6:1a) 

 

- The LORD gave Israel into the hand of Midian for 7 years (6:1b–5) 

 

- Israel cried out to the LORD (6:6) 

 

- The LORD sent a prophet to Israel to explain that the cause of their oppression 

was their faithlessness to the covenant (6:7–10) 

 

- The angel of the LORD called Gideon to save Israel from the hand of Midian 

(6:11–24) 

 

- The LORD directed Gideon to destroy his father’s Baal and Asherah, which 

Gideon does (6:25–35) 

 

- The LORD delivered Israel by raising up Gideon (6:36―8:) 

 

▪ Gideon seeks confirmation that the LORD is with him by putting out his 

fleece (6:36–40) 

 

▪ The LORD decreases the size of Gideon’s army from 32,000 to 300 (7:1–

8) 
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▪ The LORD directs Gideon to go into the Midianite camp to be encouraged 

by eavesdropping on the report of a dream of his upcoming victory over 

Midian (7:9–18) 

 

▪ Gideon defeats Midian by deceiving them with pots and torches (7:19–

24) 

 

▪ Gideon executes Midian Princes, Oreb and Zeeb (7:25) 

 

▪ Gideon defeats Midian Kings Zebah and Zalmunna without help from 

Succoth or Penuel (8:1–21) 

 

- The men of Israel asked Gideon to rule over them as a king, but Gideon refused 

and instead asked for gold, which he fashioned into an ephod that caused Israel 

to commit idolatry (8:22–28) 

 

- Gideon died (8:29–32) 

 

▪ Gideon had 70 sons and many wives and a concubine from Shechem 

 

▪ Gideon’s concubine from Shechem bore him a son named Abimelech, 

which means, “My-father-is-the-king” 

 

Abimelech (8:33—9:57) 

 

- Israel turned again and whored after the Baals and made Baal-berith their god 

(8:33–35) 

 

- Abimelech killed his 70 brothers and had the leaders of Shechem declare him 

to be king (9:1 – 6) 

 

- Jothan opposed Abimelech’s kingship from atop Mount Gerizim (9:7–21) 

 

- Abimelech ruled over Israel for 3 years (9:22–57) 

 

Tola (10:1–2) 

 

- The LORD delivered Israel by Tola, son of Puah, of Issachar for 23 years (10:1–

2) 

 

Jair (10:3–5) 

 

- The LORD delivered Israel by Jair the Gileadite for 22 years (10:3–5) 
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Jephthah (10:6—12:7) 

 

- Israel did what was evil in the eyes of the LORD and served the Baals and the 

Ashtaroth (10:6) 

 

- The LORD gave Israel into the hand of the Philistines and the Ammonites for 18 

years (10:7–9) 

 

- Israel cried out to the LORD (10:10–18) 

 

- The LORD delivered Israel by raising up Jephthah (11:1―12:7) 

 

▪ Jephthah, the son of a prostitute was ostracized from Gilead (11:1–3) 

 

▪ The leaders of Gilead recruit Jephthah to save them from the Ammonites 

(11:4–28) 

 

▪ Jephthah vows to sacrifice the first thing that comes out of his house as 

a burnt offering if the LORD will grant him victory (11:29 – 31) 

 

▪ The LORD grants victory and Jephthah’s daughter is the first thing to 

come out of his house (11:32 – 38) 

 

▪ Jephthah offers his daughter as a burnt offering to the LORD (11:39–40) 

 

- Jephthah led Gilead in a war against the Ephraimites, which resulted in death 

of 42,000 Ephraimites who could not say, “Shibboleth” (12:1–6) 

 

- Jephthah judged Israel for 6 years (12:7) 

 

Ibzan (12:8–10) 

 

- The LORD delivered Israel by Ibzan of Bethlehem for 7 years (12:8–10) 

 

▪ Ibzan had 30 sons and 30 daughters 

o His 30 sons married women outside his clan 

o His 3 daughters were married to men outside his clan 

 

Elon (12:11–12) 

 

- The LORD delivered Israel by Elon the Zebulunite for 10 years (12:11–12) 

 

Abdon (12:13–15) 
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- The LORD delivered Israel by Abdon the son of Hillel the Pirathonite for 8 years 

(12:13–15) 

 

▪ Abdon had 40 sons and 30 grandsons 

o Each son or grandson had his own donkey 

 

Samson (13:1—16:31) 

 

- Israel did what was evil in the eyes of the LORD (13:1a) 

 

- The LORD gave Israel into the hand of the Philistines for 40 years (13:1b) 

 

- The LORD delivered Israel by raising up Samson (13:2―15:19)4 

 

▪ After the visitation of the angel of the LORD, Samson is born, a Nazarite 

from the womb (13:2–24) 

 

▪ Samson marries a Philistine woman and kills 30 men of Ashkelon (14:1 – 

20) 

 

▪ Samson sets the Philistines’ fields on fire and killed many Philistines 

because his wife had been given to another man (15:1 – 8) 

 

▪ 3,000 men of Judah hand Samson over to the Philistines, who then kills 

1,000 Philistines with the jawbone of a donkey (15:9 – 19) 

 

- Samson judged Israel in the days of the Philistines 20 years (15:20) 

 

- The LORD delivered Israel by raising up Samson (13:2―16:30)5 

 

▪ Samson hires a prostitute from Gaza and, when caught by the Gazites, he 

carried the gate of the city to Hebron (16:1–3) 

 

▪ Samson falls in love with a woman from the Valley of Sorek, named 

Delilah, who entices Samson to reveal his Nazarite vow and is 

subsequently arrested, blinded, and incarcerated by the Philistines 

(16:4–22) 

o When asked about the source of his strength, Samson lies 3 

times before revealing that no razor had ever touched him: 

 

 
4 Notice: Israel did not call out to the LORD. Rather, after 40 years, God took the initiative to raise up Samson. 
 
5 Notice: The Samson Story receives a double cycle. 
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7 bowstrings 

New ropes 

Weaving 7 locks of hair 

 

▪ Samson prays for strength to bring down the temple of Dagon on 3,000 

Philistine lords (16:23–30) 

 

- Samson judged Israel 20 years (16:31) 

 

No King in Israel (17:1―21:25) 

 

Religious Break-down (17:1—18:31) 

 

- Micah of Ephraim turned money stolen from his mother into a household god. 

(17:1–5) 

 

- In those days there was no king in Israel. Everyone did what was right in his own 

eyes (17:6) 

 

- A Bethlehemite Levite was ordained by Micah to become his personal priest 

(17:7–13) 

 

- In those days there was no king in Israel (18:1) 

 

- The Danites relocated to Laish, taking Micah and the household idol with them 

(18:2–31) 

 

Moral Break-down (19:1–30) 

 

- In those days, when there was no king in Israel. . . (19:1) 

 

- A Levite from Ephraim retrieved his unfaithful concubine from Bethlehem and, 

refusing to stay in Jebus (Jerusalem), he stayed in Gibeah of Benjamin. While 

there, the men of the city wanted to rape him, but he gave them his concubine 

instead. She was gang raped all night and left for dead. The Levite cut her body 

into twelve pieces and sent them to all tribes of Israel (19:2–30) 

 

Civil War (20:1—21:25) 

 

- The tribes of Israel assembled at Mizpah to go to war against Benjamin (20:1 – 

11) 

 

- Benjamin was unwilling to surrender the men of Gibeah to Israel for justice 

(20:12–13) 
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- Benjamin mustered 26,700 men to fight against Israel’s 400,000 men in a 

bloody civil war (20:14–48) 

 

- Although Israel had agreed not to give their daughters in marriage to Benjamin, 

the war threatened to wipe Benjamin out. Therefore, the men of Israel came 

up with a plan whereby Benjamin could “kidnap” their daughters in order to 

repopulate (21:1 – 24) 

 

- In those days there was no king in Israel. Everyone did what was right in his own 

eyes (21:25) 
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VII. Biblical Theology 

 

1. Downward Spirial 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2. 12 Judges from “Dan to Beersheeba” 

 

  



Frontline, Ph2-Wk6 
Joshua & Judges 

 

33 

 

3. Pro-King 

 

The book of judges is radically and overwhelmingly pro-king. This reminds prepares us to 

read 1 Samuel 8 accurately. Whereas Samuel, the prophet himself, is anti-king, Salvation 

History is, itself, pro-king. 

 

Judges exists in a canonical context. There are several texts that precede it that prepare us 

to be in favour of kingship. Here are some of them: 

 

Genesis 17:3–8 
3 Then Abram fell on his face. And God said to him, 4 “Behold, my covenant is with 

you, and you shall be the father of a multitude of nations. 5 No longer shall your 

name be called Abram, but your name shall be Abraham, for I have made you the 

father of a multitude of nations. 6 I will make you exceedingly fruitful, and I will 

make you into nations, and kings shall come from you. 7 And I will establish my 

covenant between me and you and your offspring after you throughout their 

generations for an everlasting covenant, to be God to you and to your offspring 

after you. 8 And I will give to you and to your offspring after you the land of your 

sojournings, all the land of Canaan, for an everlasting possession, and I will be their 

God.”  

 

 

Genesis 17:15–16 
15 And God said to Abraham, “As for Sarai your wife, you shall not call her name 

Sarai, but Sarah shall be her name. 16 I will bless her, and moreover, I will give you 

a son by her. I will bless her, and she shall become nations; kings of peoples shall 

come from her.”  

 

 

Genesis 35:10–12 
10 And God said to him, “Your name is Jacob; no longer shall your name be called 

Jacob, but Israel shall be your name.” So he called his name Israel. 11 And God said 

to him, “I am God Almighty: be fruitful and multiply. A nation and a company of 

nations shall come from you, and kings shall come from your own body. 12 The land 

that I gave to Abraham and Isaac I will give to you, and I will give the land to your 

offspring after you.”  

 

 

Genesis 49:8–12 
8  “Judah, your brothers shall praise you;  

your hand shall be on the neck of your enemies;  

your father’s sons shall bow down before you.  

 9  Judah is a lion’s cub;  

from the prey, my son, you have gone up.  



Frontline, Ph2-Wk6 
Joshua & Judges 

 

34 

 

  He stooped down; he crouched as a lion  

and as a lioness; who dares rouse him?  

 10  The scepter shall not depart from Judah,  

nor the ruler’s staff from between his feet,  

  until tribute comes to him;  

and to him shall be the obedience of the peoples.  

 11  Binding his foal to the vine  

and his donkey’s colt to the choice vine,  

  he has washed his garments in wine  

and his vesture in the blood of grapes.  

 12  His eyes are darker than wine,  

and his teeth whiter than milk.  

 

 

Numbers 24:15–19 (ESV)  
15 And he took up his discourse and said,  

“The oracle of Balaam the son of Beor,  

the oracle of the man whose eye is opened,  

 16  the oracle of him who hears the words of God,  

and knows the knowledge of the Most High,  

  who sees the vision of the Almighty,  

falling down with his eyes uncovered:  

 17  I see him, but not now;  

I behold him, but not near:  

  a star shall come out of Jacob,  

and a scepter shall rise out of Israel;  

  it shall crush the forehead of Moab  

and break down all the sons of Sheth.  

 18  Edom shall be dispossessed;  

Seir also, his enemies, shall be dispossessed.  

Israel is doing valiantly.  

 19  And one from Jacob shall exercise dominion  

and destroy the survivors of cities!”  

 

 

Deuteronomy 17:14–20 (ESV)   
14 “When you come to the land that the LORD your God is giving you, and you possess 

it and dwell in it and then say, ‘I will set a king over me, like all the nations that are 

around me,’ 15 you may indeed set a king over you whom the LORD your God will 

choose. One from among your brothers you shall set as king over you. You may not 

put a foreigner over you, who is not your brother. 16 Only he must not acquire many 

horses for himself or cause the people to return to Egypt in order to acquire many 

horses, since the LORD has said to you, ‘You shall never return that way again.’ 17 And 
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he shall not acquire many wives for himself, lest his heart turn away, nor shall he 

acquire for himself excessive silver and gold.  
 

18 “And when he sits on the throne of his kingdom, he shall write for himself in a book 

a copy of this law, approved by the Levitical priests. 19 And it shall be with him, and 

he shall read in it all the days of his life, that he may learn to fear the LORD his God 

by keeping all the words of this law and these statutes, and doing them, 20 that his 

heart may not be lifted up above his brothers, and that he may not turn aside from 

the commandment, either to the right hand or to the left, so that he may continue 

long in his kingdom, he and his children, in Israel.  

 

By the time we get to the book of Judges, therefore, we should anticipate a royal 

appointment for Israel.  Instead, however, we observe the spontaneous and charismatic 

quasi-spiritual leadership from military chieftains over a decentralized tribal confederation. 

 

The force of the book of Judges is the objective observation that Israel needs a king.  

 

This observation is made implicitly in chapters 1—16. We see what life in Israel is like 

without a king. The quality of leadership deteriorates, the spiritual health of the nation is 

in decline, and Israel’s ability to be a kingdom of priests for the nations (Exodus 19) is in 

jeopardy. 

 

By the time we get to chapters 17—21, the observation that Israel needs a king is no longer 

implicitly communicated. The narrator makes Israel’s need for a king an explicit thesis 

statement for the entire book: 

 

Judges 17:6 
6 In those days there was no king in Israel. Everyone did what was right in his own 

eyes.  

 

 

Judges 18:1  
1 In those days there was no king in Israel. And in those days the tribe of the people 

of Dan was seeking for itself an inheritance to dwell in, for until then no inheritance 

among the tribes of Israel had fallen to them.  

 

 

Judges 19:1  
1 In those days, when there was no king in Israel, a certain Levite was sojourning in 

the remote parts of the hill country of Ephraim, who took to himself a concubine 

from Bethlehem in Judah.  

 

 

 



Frontline, Ph2-Wk6 
Joshua & Judges 

 

36 

 

Judges 21:25 
25 In those days there was no king in Israel. Everyone did what was right in his own 

eyes.  

 

Judges 17:1 and 21:25 create a structural envelope around this last section of the book, 

with 21:25 constituting the final words in the entire book. 

 

Clearly, then, the book of Judges makes a massive contribution to our attitude toward 

kingship in the Old Testament. We cannot read the Bible responsibly and conclude that 

Israel’s request for a king in 1 Samuel 8—or kingship in general—is a bad thing. The Bible 

is preparing us for Israel’s NEED for a king. 

 

Except. . . 

 

4. Anti-King 

 

There is no question that the Bible, and Judges in particular, is overwhelmingly pro-king. 

However, in the very middle of the most pro-king book of the Old Testament is a very 

cautionary tale. 

 

Unbeknownst to many Bible readers, the book of Judges reports the saga of 12 judges and 

1 king! Yes, there is a king in the book of Judges. His name is Abimlech, which means, “My-

Father-is-the-king.” 

 

Abimelech is the son of Gideon, the fifth judge (Judges 6:1—8:32). The people had wanted 

to make Gideon the first king of Israel (Judges 8:22), but he refused to take on that mantle. 

On the one hand, this is respectable. He did, after all, sound very spiritual when he said, “I 

will not rule over you, and my son will not rule over you; the LORD will rule over you” 

(Judges 8:23). On the other hand, Gideon then proceeded to act like a king. He taxed the 

people (Judges 8:24), established a royal harem (Judges 8:30), and even named his son, 

“My-dad-is-the-king!” (Judges 8:31). 

 

Gideon’s royal pretensions were embodied in full force through the life of his son, My-dad-

is-the-king (Abimelech), who becomes the first king of Israel and rules for three years as 

king (Judges 9:6). Abimelech’s kingship never fully launches, leaving room for debate in 

Bible-trivia contests about whether Abimelech or Saul is truly the first king of Israel. 

 

Abimelech’s short reign (Judges 8:33—9:57), however, is recorded as an anti-king warning 

in the very middle of an otherwise overwhelmingly pro-king book. The purpose is this: Even 

though kingship in Israel is a good thing and a divinely ordained, predestined, reality, if it 

is not done God’s way, then it will be a disaster. Therefore, kingship in Israel must be 

carefully executed along Deuteronomistic lines or it will do more harm than good. Thus, 

Israel’s request in 1 Samuel 8 is, in theory, a good one, so long as their desire matches the 

mandate for kings given in Deuteronomy 17:14–20. 
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There are several other, subtle, jabs at kingship in the book of Judges. Other judges have 

royal pretensions, which are not fully developed, but nonetheless stand as a warning to 

Israel in their future royal project. 

 

See, for example, Ibzan: 

 

Judges 12:8–9  
8 After him Ibzan of Bethlehem judged Israel. 9 He had thirty sons, and thirty 

daughters he gave in marriage outside his clan, and thirty daughters he brought in 

from outside for his sons. And he judged Israel seven years.  
 

Ibzan clearly has royal aspirations. His prolific siring of sons and daughters, coupled with 

his strategic marriage alliances set him up to be a logical choice for king. Interestingly, we 

never hear how his kingly campaign ultimately fizzled. 

 

So also, Abdon: 

 

Judges 12:13–14 
13 After him Abdon the son of Hillel the Pirathonite judged Israel. 14 He had forty sons 

and thirty grandsons, who rode on seventy donkeys, and he judged Israel eight years.  
 

Forty sons and thirty grandson, on a fleet of 70 donkeys is a virtual army. Whereas Ibzan 

sought the crown by strategy and alliance, it seems Abdon was seeking the throne by sheer 

force. Ironically, both men—whose ambitions were so high—are mere footnotes and 

almost entirely unknown in a book about judges, not kings. It seems like just desserts. 

 

5. Total Depravity 

 

Judges 17—21 are some of the most difficult chapters to read in all the Bible. The religious 

decline of Judges 17 escalates in Judges 18. Micah’s Levite is a corrupt idol worshipping 

shrine opportunist, who defect to the Danites. The Danites abandon their God-given tribal 

inheritance to take land unlawfully in the North.  

 

By the time we get to Judges 19, we see the sin-sickness of Israel in full array. A Levite 

maltreating his concubine. Benjaminites from Gibeah (the future King Saul’s home town) 

replaying Sodom’s immorality and the absolute molestation unto death of the Levites 

concubine. Then, the Levite’s callous treatment of her near-dead or already-dead body. 

This chapter is awful to read and repulsive to imagine. That’s the point. 

 

We are at rock bottom. This is God’s chosen nation, Abraham’s seed, the hope of the world. 

Acting worse that the Jebusites (and other Canaanites) around them (see Judges 19:10–

15). 
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We are reminded four times in this section that there is no king in Israel. Everyone did what 

was right in his own eyes. Thus, the book of Judges seems to suggest that the answer to 

this debauchery is divinely appointed kingship. 

 

This is the answer to humanity’s sin-sickness also. We—the human race―need a king. A 

Deuteronomistic king. A Davidic king. A Divine king. . . Judges paints the greatest need in 

all of humanity. We all need a king to save us from ourselves. 

 

O, the grace of God in Christ Jesus our King. 


