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I. Bible Project Videos  

www.southshorebible.org/frontline-phase-2 

Read Scripture Series 

- 1 Samuel 

- 2 Samuel 

   

 

 

 

II. Recommended Books and Commentaries 

 

 

  

http://www.southshorebible.org/frontline-phase-2
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III. Major themes of biblical theology in the books of 1 & 2 Samuel: 

 

 

Prophetic Word 

 
The Prophetic Word never returns empty. It always accomplishes what it 
sets out to accomplish. 
 

Providence 

 
Aside from the miraculous eras of Moses/Joshua, Elijah/Elisha, and 
Jesus/Apostles, God works sovereignly in history by providence. 
 

Exile 

 
The ark novella (1 Samuel 4―7) foreshadows the fall of the Davidic house 
and Babylonian exile, which foreshadows the fall of Adam’s house and final 
judgment. 
 

Kingship 

 
The Bible is pro-king, even though very often the people ask for the wrong 
kind of king. 
 

Kingdom 

 
The monarchial history of Israel might be a typology for the millennial 
kingdom (Revelation 20:1–10), which comes after Joshua’s conquest 
(Joshua//Revelation 19) but before the final exile (2 Kings 25//Revelation 
20:11–15) and the new Jerusalem (Ezra-Nehemiah//Revelation 21―22). 
 

Election 

 
God rejects Saul and exalts David because Saul is from Benjamin and David 
is from Judah and because Saul is under law and David is under grace. 
 

Davidic Covenant 

 
God’s unconditional promises to David are the heart of the Old Testament 
and the foundation of the Gospel. The Davidic king is the King of the Jews 
and the King of the Jews is the King of the world. 
 

Appendices 

 
The last four chapters of 2 Samuel provide information necessary to a right 
understanding of 1 & 2 Samuel. 
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IV. Macro Structure of 1 & 2 Samuel 

 

A. Samuel (1 Samuel 1:1―8:22) 

 

A1. Rise of Samuel (1:1―3:21) 

A2. The Ark in Exile (4:1―7:2) 

A3. Judge Samuel (7:3―8:22) 

 

B. Saul (1 Samuel 9:1―15:35) 

 

B1. Rise of Saul (9:1―11:15) 

B2. Samuel’s Farewell Address (12:1 – 25) 

B3. Reign of Saul (13:1―15:35) 

 

C. Saul & David (1 Samuel 16:1―31:13) 

 

C1. Rise of David (16:1―20:42) 

C2. Saul Hunts David (21:1―26:25) 

C3. Fall of Saul (27:1―31:13) 

 

D. David (2 Samuel 1:1―20:26) 

 

D1. King David (1:1―5:5) 

D2. House Building (5:6―9:13) 

D3. Decline of David (10:1―20:26) 

 

E. Epilogue (2 Samuel 21:1―24:25) 

 

E1. David and Saul’s House (21:1–14) 

E2. David’s Mighty Men (21:15–22) 

E3. David’s Private Prayers (22:1–51) 

E4. David’s Public Last Words (23:1–7) 

E5. David’s Mighty Men (23:8–38) 

E6. David and the Census (24:1–25) 
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V. Detailed Structure 

 

Samuel (1 Samuel 1:1―8:22) 

 

Rise of Samuel (1:1―3:21) 

 

- Hannah dedicates Samuel to the LORD (1:1―2:11) 

▪ Hannah prays for a son and conceives (1:1–20) 

▪ Hannah gives Samuel to the LORD by entrusting him to Eli in Shiloh (1:21–

28) 

▪ Hannah prays (2:1–10) 

▪ Elkanah returns home with Hannah, but Samuel says with Eli (2:11) 

 

- The LORD rejects Eli’s household (2:12―3:21) 

▪ Eli’s sons habitually treat the LORD’s offering with contempt (2:12–17) 

▪ Samuel was ministering before the LORD (2:18–20) 

▪ Hannah conceives three sons and two daughters (2:21) 

▪ Eli rebukes his sons for their public sexual sin (2:22–25) 

▪ Samuel continues to grow in stature and favour with the LORD 

and also with men (2:26) 

▪ Eli’s household is rejected by a man of God (2:27–37) 

▪ Samuel was ministering before the LORD (3:1) 

▪ Eli’s eyesight was dim but the lamp of God had not yet gone out (3:2) 

▪ The LORD called to Samuel and told of the coming destruction of 

Eli’s household (3:3–14) 

▪ Eli heard of the coming destruction of his household (3:15–18) 

▪ Samuel grew and the LORD was with him (3:19–21) 

 

The Ark in Exile (4:1―7:2) 

 

- Eli’s household falls (4:1–22) 

▪ Israel is defeated by the Philistines (4:1–2) 

▪ Israel rallies by taking the ark of the covenant into battle (4:3–9) 

▪ Israel is defeated by the Philistines; Eli’s sons, Hophni and Phinehas are 

killed (4:10–11) 

▪ Eli dies (4:12–18) 

▪ Eli’s daughter-in-law, the wife of Phinehas, dies giving birth to Ichabod 

(4:19–22) 

 

- Philistines capture the ark of the covenant (5:1–12) 

▪ Philistines take the ark to the house of Dagon (5:1–2) 

▪ Dagon’s statue falls twice (5:3–5) 

▪ The hand of the LORD is heavy against the people of Ashdod, killing many 

and giving others tumors (5:6–12) 
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- Philistines return the ark of the covenant (6:1―7:1) 

▪ Philistines return the ark on a cart pulled by two milk cows (6:1–16) 

▪ Philistines gave golden mice and golden tumours as a guilt offering (6:17–

18) 

▪ The ark stopped at Beth-shemesh, but the LORD struck men dead for 

looking upon it (6:19–20) 

▪ The men of Kiriath-jearim took the ark to the house of Abinadab, where 

it remained for 20 years (6:21―7:1) 

- Philistines return the ark of the covenant (6:1―7:2) 

 

Judge Samuel (7:3―8:22) 

 

- Samuel intercedes for Israel at Mizpah (7:3–14) 

 

- Samuel circuit-judged Israel all the days of his life (7:15–17) 

 

- Samuel makes his corrupt sons judges over Israel (8:1–3) 

 

- Israel asks for a king (8:4–22) 

▪ Elders ask Samuel for a king (8:4–9) 

▪ Samuel is not pleased with the request for a king (8:10–18) 

▪ The LORD instructs Samuel to appoint a king (8:19–22) 

 

Saul (1 Samuel 9:1―15:35) 

 

Rise of Saul (9:1―11:15) 

 

- Saul is made King 

▪ Saul encounters Samuel while looking for his father’s donkeys (9:1–27) 

▪ Samuel anoints Saul privately to be king (10:1–8) 

▪ Saul prophecies and returns home (10:9–16) 

▪ Saul anoints Saul publicly to be king at Mizpah (10:17–27) 

 

- Saul defeats Nahash the Ammonite at Jabesh Gilead (11:1–11) 

 

- Saul’s kingship is publicly affirmed and renewed (11:12–15) 

 

Samuel’s Farewell Address (12:1–25) 

 

- Samuel pleads his innocence with regard to public corruption (12:1–5) 

 

- Samuel reviews Israel’s history (12:6–13) 
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- Samuel warns Israel of the dangers of kingship (12:14–18) 

 

- Samuel prays for Israel (12:19–25) 

 

Reign of Saul (13:1―15:35) 

 

- Saul was . . . years old when he began to reign and he reigned for . . . years over 

all Israel (13:1) 

 

- Saul prepares for war against the Philistines (13:2―14:46)  

▪ Saul rallies the troops (13:2–7) 

▪ Saul waited for Samuel for seven days but, when Samuel did not show 

up, he offered the sacrifice (13:8–9) 

▪ Samuel rebukes Saul for offering the burnt offering (13:10–15) 

▪ The Philistines outmatch Israel in men and weapons (13:16–23) 

▪ Jonathan defeats the Philistines (14:1–23) 

▪ Saul makes an oath that anyone who eats food until evening will be 

cursed to death, which puts Jonathan’s life in jeopardy (14:24–46) 

 

- Saul as king (14:47–52) 

▪ Saul as a military leader (14:47–48) 

▪ Saul as the head of a royal family (14:49–51) 

▪ Saul as recruiter for the army (14:52) 

 

- The LORD rejects Saul (15:1–35) 

▪ The LORD instructs Samuel to command Saul to destroy the Amalekites 

(15:1–3) 

▪ Saul defeats the Amalekites but allows King Agag to live (15:4–9) 

▪ The LORD rejects Saul through Samuel for sparing Agag (15:10–31) 

▪ Samuel kills Agag (15:32–33) 

 

- Samuel and Saul part ways (15:34–35) 

 

Saul & David (1 Samuel 16:1―31:13) 

 

Rise of David (16:1―20:42) 

 

- Samuel anoints David privately in Jesse’s house in Bethlehem (16:1–13) 

 

- Saul is tormented by an evil spirit and conscripts David to become his music 

therapist (16:14–23) 
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- David defeats Goliath in the valley of Elah (17:1–54) 

▪ Saul and Israel are in the Valley of Elah (17:1–11) 

▪ David is in Bethlehem (17:12–19) 

▪ David Comes to the Valley of Elah and kills Goliath (17:20–51) 

▪ Israel defeats the Philistines (17:52–54) 

▪ Saul asks Abner whose son David is (17:55–58) 

 

- David joins the Royal Family (18:1–28) 

▪ Jonathan and David cut a covenant (18:1–5) 

▪ Saul is jealous of David and tries to kill him with his spear the first time 

(18:6–16) 

▪ David refuses to marry Saul’s daughter Mereb (18:17–18) 

▪ David marries Saul’s daughter, Michel (18:19–28) 

 

- Saul tries to kill David, but Saul’s children protect David (18:29―20:42) 

▪ Saul is jealous of David and tries to kill him, but Jonathan protects him 

(18:29―19:7) 

▪ Saul is jealous of David and tries to kill him with his spear the second time 

(19:8–10) 

▪ Saul is jealous of David and tries to kill him, but Michel protects him and 

helps him to escape (19:11–17) 

▪ Saul escapes to Samuel at Ramah (19:18–24) 

▪ Jonathan and David cut a covenant (20:1 – 24) 

▪ Saul is provoked by David’s absence at the New Moon festival, but 

Jonathan helps David to escape (20:25–42) 

 

Saul Hunts David (21:1―26:25) 

 

- David escapes from Saul (21:1―22:5) 

▪ David escapes to Nob (21:1 – 9) 

▪ David escapes to Gath (21:10 – 15) 

▪ David escapes to the cave of Adullam (22:1–2) 

▪ David escapes to Mizpeh in Moab (22:3–4) 

▪ David escapes to the Forest of Hereth (22:5) 

 

- Saul kills the priest at Nob for conspiring with David (22:6–23) 

▪ Doeg the Edomite reports of David’s escape to Nob (22:6–10) 

▪ Saul slaughters the priests at Nob (22:11–19) 

▪ Abiathar escapes Nob and goes to David (22:20–23) 

 

- David escapes from Saul (23:1–14) 

▪ David escapes to Keilah (23:1–13) 

▪ David escapes to the wilderness of Ziph (23:14) 

▪ David escapes to the wilderness of Maon (23:15–28) 
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▪ David escapes to En-gedi (23:29) 

 

- David usurps Saul’s throne (24:1―26:25) 

▪ David cuts the hem from Saul’s robe but does not kill him (24:1–22) 

▪ Samuel dies (25:1) 

▪ David acts toward Nabal as he desires to act toward Saul (25:2–44) 

▪ David has Abishai steal Saul’s spear and water jug, but does not kill him 

(26:1–25) 

 

Fall of Saul (27:1―31:13) 

 

- David escapes to Philistia (27:1―28:2) 

▪ David goes to Achish at Gath (27:1–4) 

▪ David given Ziklag to live in (27:5–12) 

▪ Philistines gather for war (28:1–2) 

 

- Saul visits the witch of Endor (28:3–25) 

 

- David in Philistia (29:1―30:31) 

▪ Philistines deny David’s right to fight in the war against Israel (29:1–11) 

▪ Amalekites raid Ziklag (30:1–8) 

▪ David pursues the Amalekites (30:9–25) 

▪ David distributes Amalekite booty among the elders of Judah (30:26–31) 

 

- Saul and Jonathan die in battle (31:1–13) 

 

David (2 Samuel 1:1―20:26) 

 

King David (1:1―5:5) 

 

- King Saul is dead (1:1–27) 

▪ An Amalekite reports to David that Saul is dead (1:1–10) 

▪ David responds and has the Amalekite killed (1:11–16) 

▪ David writes a psalm to lament the death of Saul and Jonathan (1:17–27) 

 

- David wins the civil war (2:1―5:5) 

▪ David is made king of Judah (2:1–7) 

▪ Ish-bosheth, Saul’s son, is made king of Israel (2:8–11) 

▪ Abner and Joab battle Gibeon (2:12–32) 

▪ David grows stronger while Ish-bosheth grows weaker (3:1) 

▪ David’s progeny listed (3:2–5) 

▪ Abner seeks an alliance with David, but is killed by Joab (3:6–39) 

▪ Ish-bosheth and his top courtiers are killed (4:1–12) 

▪ David is made king of all Israel (5:1–5) 
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House Building (5:6―9:13) 

 

- Jerusalem is made the capital of Israel (5:6–10) 

 

- David constructs a royal palace in Jerusalem (5:11–12) 

 

- David builds his royal harem and adds more royal sons (5:13–16) 

 

- David defeats the Philistines (5:17–25) 

▪ David’s first victory (5:17–21) 

▪ David’s second victory (5:22–25)  

 

- David transfers the ark of the covenant from the house of Abinadab to Jerusalem 

(6:1–19) 

 

- David ends the house of Saul by ostracizing Michel and giving her no children to 

the day of her death (6:20–23) 

 

- David desires to build a house for the LORD, but the LORD declares that He shall 

build a house for David (7:1–29) 

▪ David desires to build a temple (7:1–3) 

▪ The LORD sends Nathan the prophet to promise the Davidic Covenant to 

David (7:4–17) 

▪ David responds in prayer to the LORD’s promise to build an eternal 

dynastic house for David (7:18–29) 

 

- David achieves military security for his house (8:1–18) 

▪ David’s military victories (8:1–14) 

▪ David’s officials (8:15–18) 

 

- David enfolds Mephibosheth, the son of Jonathan, from Saul’s house into the 

Davidic house (9:1–13) 

 

Decline of David (10:1―20:26) 

 

- David goes to war against the Ammonites (10:1―12:31) 

▪ David’s envoys are humiliated by the Ammonites (10:1–5) 

▪ David wins initial battles against the Ammonites (10:6–19) 

▪ David commits adultery and murder, and tries to cover it up 

(11:1―12:25) 

o David conceives a child with Bathsheba, the wife of Uriah 

(11:1–5) 
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o David tries to cover up his adultery by sending for Uriah, but 

Uriah refuses to visit his wife (11:6–15) 

o David orders the death of Uriah (11:16–25) 

o David takes Bathsheba to be his wife (11:26–27) 

o Nathan rebukes David (12:1–12) 

o David repents, but the child conceived by Bathsheba dies 

(12:13–23) 

o Solomon is born to David and Bathsheba (12:24–25) 

▪ Israel’s war against the Ammonites is ended with victory for David 

(12:26–31) 

 

- Absalom eliminates Amnon, the crown prince (13:1–39) 

▪ Amnon rapes Tamar, on the advice of Jonadab, who is working for 

Absalom (13:1–22) 

▪ Absalom uses the rape of Tamar as a reason to kill Amnon (13:23–33) 

▪ Absalom escapes to Geshur (13:34–39) 

 

- Absalom is brought back to Jerusalem (14:1–33) 

▪ Joab notes David’s longing for Absalom (14:1) 

▪ Joab recruits the wise woman of Tekoa to speak in parables to David in 

order to convince him to bring Absalom back to Jerusalem (14:2–20) 

▪ Absalom returns to Jerusalem (14:21–24) 

▪ David meets with Absalom (14:25–33) 

 

- Absalom rebels against David for the throne (15:1―19:8) 

▪ Absalom conspires against David (15:1–12) 

▪ David flees Jerusalem (15:13―16:14) 

▪ Ahithophel counsel’s Absalom to sleep with David’s concubines in the 

presence of all Israel and to pursue David alone with 12,000 men 

(16:15―17:4) 

▪ Ahithophel’s military counsel to Absalom is undermined by David’s ally, 

Hushai (17:5–14) 

▪ Hushai warns David about Absalom’s plans (17:15–23) 

▪ David escapes to Mahanaim (17:24–29) 

▪ Absalom is killed by Joab (18:1–32) 

▪ David grieves for Absalom (18:33―19:8) 

 

- David returns to Jerusalem (19:9―20:22) 

▪ David makes political preparations to return to Jerusalem (19:9–15) 

▪ David pardons his enemies (19:16–23) 

▪ David receives Mephibosheth (19:24–30) 

▪ David rewards Barzillai (19:31–39) 

▪ David is restored by the men of Israel (19:40–43) 

▪ Sheba the Benjaminite rebels against David (20:1–2) 
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▪ David provides for the ten concubines violated by Absalom (20:3)  

▪ Joab kills Amasa (20:4–14) 

▪ A woman from Abel of Beth-maacah throws Sheba’s head to Joab (20:15–

22) 

▪ David’s court is restored in Jerusalem (20:23–26) 

 

Epilogue (2 Samuel 21:1―24:25) 

 

David and Saul’s House (21:1–14) 

 

David’s Mighty Men (21:15–22) 

 

David’s Private Prayers (22:1–51) 

 

David’s Public Last Words (23:1–7) 

 

David’s Mighty Men (23:8–38) 

 

David and the Census (24:1–25) 
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VI. Biblical Theology 

 

1. Prophetic Word 

 

Throughout 1 & 2 Samuel, we see the effectiveness of the prophetic word. 

 

a. Eli and Hannah (1 Samuel 1:12–18) 

 

Although Eli initially demonstrated his lack of spiritual perception (we will see more 

of Eli’s physical and spiritual blindness in the narrative ahead) by accusing Hannah 

of being drunk when, in fact, she was praying, Eli’s response that the LORD grants 

her request is fulfilled by the conception and birth of Samuel.  

 

b. The Man of God (1 Samuel 2:27–37) 

 

The anonymous Man of God prophecies the end to Eli’s house, the death of Hophni 

and Phinehas on the same day, and the divine building of a sure house for a future 

faithful priest. 

 

Eli’s house is devastated. Hophni and Phinehas do die on the same day, along with 

Eli and Eli’s daughter in law (1 Samuel 4:10–22). Eli’s house is wiped out by Saul in 

fulfillment of this prophetic word (1 Samuel 22:6–23). Only Abiathar survives, in 

keeping with the prophecy (1 Samuel 2:33; 22:20–23). 

 

Who is this priest that the Man of God speaks of? Is it Samuel? Not likely, since 

Samuel does not receive a sure house. In fact, the wording of this “sure house,” 

sounds much like 2 Samuel 7:11, where God promises to build David an eternal 

political dynasty. This sure house is one and the same house. The Davidic seed will 

be both king and priest over David’s house forever. This is a prophecy of Jesus 

Christ, the King and great High Priest. 

 

c. The LORD and Samuel (1 Samuel 3:10–14) 

 

The LORD delivers his word against Eli a second time. This time, however, he 

speaks to Samuel, who delivers the prophecy to Eli, which is fulfilled in the next 

chapter of the narrative. 

 

d. Samuel and Saul (1 Samuel 15:10–23) 

 

Although Samuel rejects Saul in 1 Samuel 13:8–14, it is not clear if the prophet is 

officially speaking for the LORD or if he is speaking for himself. This is not the case 

in 1 Samuel 15:10–23. The LORD clearly rejects Saul in chapter 15, and moves to 

anoint his successor in 1 Samuel 16. 
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e. Nathan and David (2 Samuel 12:7–12) 

 

Having trapped David in his own verdict of justice (2 Samuel 12:1–6), Nathan 

delivers the LORD’s verdict against David. Just as David judged that the man in 

Nathan’s parable must repay what he took fourfold, so also David will pay back 

fourfold for his sin. In place of Uriah’s one death, four of David’s sons will die by 

the sword: (1) Bathsheba’s first son (2 Samuel 12:15–18); (2) Amnon (2 Samuel 

13:23–29); (3) Absalom (2 Samuel 18:9–15); (4) Adonijah (1 Kings 2:19–25). 

Moreover, according to the prophetic word issued by Nathan, in payment for 

David’s violation of Bathsheba, his women would be violated in public; which 

happened to his daughter Tamar (2 Samuel 13:7–19), and his ten concubines (2 

Samuel 16:20–22). 

 

As these exampels demonstrate, it is clear that although God has rescinded from the 

foreground of Israel’s history, He is still very much involved. As Israel’s national experience 

progresses, God will make Himself known through the spoken word of anointed prophets. 

 

2. Providence 

 

In the lifetime of Moses and Joshua, the LORD manifested Himself and spoke directly to 

the nation through Moses and Joshua. As we move into the era of the Judges and the Kings, 

we see God receding from the foreground of the narrative. Direct quotations from the 

LORD become fewer and we read the word of God more infrequently through the speech 

of prophets. 

 

Nevertheless, the hand of God is evident in these historical narratives as the destiny of 

men and nations ebb and flow with the sovereign will of God. This providential presence is 

the norm throughout salvation history, with three notable exceptions: 

 

a. The life and ministry of Moses and Joshua 

 

b. The life and ministry of Elijah and Elisha 

 

c. The life and ministry of Jesus and His apostles 

 

God is always capable of interacting with His creatures in miraculous ways. The norm, 

however, if for God to interact with us through the sovereign hand of providence. 

 

3. Exile 

 

In 1 Samuel 4:1―7:2, we have a mini-story about the fall of Eli’s house, the Philistine 

capture of the ark of the covenant, and the Philistine return of the ark. This mini-story has 

several purposes in 1 Samuel. 
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a. As discussed, it showcases the fulfillment of prophecy against Eli’s house. 

 

b. It also foreshadows the fall of the Davidic house and subsequent exile of God’s 

people in Babylon. At the beginning of the political history of kingship―and, in 

particular, Davidic kingship―is an ominous warning that no dynasty is greater than 

God.  

 

Just as God tore down Eli’s house, so God can―and God will―tear down David’s 

house. Notice the haunting words of the LORD against Eli’s house:, “I promised 

that your house and the house of your father should go in and out before me 

forever, but now the LORD declares: ‘Far be it from me, for those who honour me 

I will honour, and those who despise me shall be lightly esteemed. . .’” (1 Samuel 

2:30). 

 

This saga has dark undertones for the House of David. 

 

4. Kingship 

 

As we discussed in our study of Judges, the Bible is pro-King. We looked more closely at 

some of the following Scriptures: 

 

Genesis 17:3–8 

Genesis 17:15–16 

Genesis 35:10–12 

Genesis 49:8–12 

Numbers 24:15–19 

Deuteronomy 17:14–20  

Judges 17:6 

Judges 18:1  

Judges 19:1  

Judges 21:25 

 

Therefore, when we get to 1 Samuel 8, it is not as simple as dismissing Israel’s request for 

a king as unfaithful. Their request for a king is, canonically speaking, a good one. However, 

they do not have a Deuteronomistic King in mind (review Deuteronomy 17). Herein lies 

their error. In 1 Samuel 8:19–20 the elders resist Samuel 

 

1 Samuel 8:19–20 
19 But the people refused to obey the voice of Samuel. And they said, “No! But 

there shall be a king over us, 20 that we also may be like all the nations, and that 

our king may judge us and go out before us and fight our battles.” 

 

Thus, God gives them the kind of king they were asking for: a military leader. However, as 

we discover, God gave Israel Saul to be their king so that He could reject him.  
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5. Kingdom 

 

In the macro-typology of the Old Testament, we come to Judges―2 Kings without a strong 

correlation to the gospel. 

 

To review, the macro-typology brought us to the Conquest, which is paralleled by the 

return of Jesus in Revelation 19:11–21. 

 

The next major parallel is the judgment of exile described in 2 Kings 25, which is paralleled 

by the ultimate exile in the Lake of Fire in Revelation 20:11–15. 

 

This leaves us with Judges 1―2 Kings 24. What do we do with these chapters of Israel’s 

history in the Promised Land? 

 

At this juncture, I believe we have three options.  

 

a. Reject the macro-typology theory altogether. 

 

b. Accept the macro-typology, but admit that the monarchial history of Israel does 

constitute a typology of the gospel. Rather, God is establishing historical 

foundations for the birth and reign of Jesus Christ. 

 

c. Recognize the monarchial history of Israel as the typological rehearsal for the 

millennial kingdom, as described in Revelation 20:1 – 10: 

 

Revelation 20:1–10 
1 Then I saw an angel coming down from heaven, holding in his hand the 

key to the bottomless pit and a great chain. 2 And he seized the dragon, 

that ancient serpent, who is the devil and Satan, and bound him for a 

thousand years, 3 and threw him into the pit, and shut it and sealed it over 

him, so that he might not deceive the nations any longer, until the 

thousand years were ended. After that he must be released for a little 

while.  

 
4 Then I saw thrones, and seated on them were those to whom the 

authority to judge was committed. Also I saw the souls of those who had 

been beheaded for the testimony of Jesus and for the word of God, and 

those who had not worshiped the beast or its image and had not received 

its mark on their foreheads or their hands. They came to life and reigned 

with Christ for a thousand years. 5 The rest of the dead did not come to life 

until the thousand years were ended. This is the first resurrection. 6 Blessed 

and holy is the one who shares in the first resurrection! Over such the 
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second death has no power, but they will be priests of God and of Christ, 

and they will reign with him for a thousand years.  

 
7 And when the thousand years are ended, Satan will be released from his 

prison 8 and will come out to deceive the nations that are at the four 

corners of the earth, Gog and Magog, to gather them for battle; their 

number is like the sand of the sea. 9 And they marched up over the broad 

plain of the earth and surrounded the camp of the saints and the beloved 

city, but fire came down from heaven and consumed them, 10 and the devil 

who had deceived them was thrown into the lake of fire and sulfur where 

the beast and the false prophet were, and they will be tormented day and 

night forever and ever. 

 

According to this option, Just as Jesus fulfilled Israel’s slavery, Passover, baptism, 

wilderness experience, and return, Jesus would fulfill the monarchial history of 

Israel BEFORE the final judgment. 

 

Thus, in keeping with the book of Joshua and Revelation 19, Jesus would lead the 

saints in a conquest of the earth and reign on earth in a millennial kingdom in order 

to fulfill the typology of Judges―2 Kings. Then, in keeping with the typology of exile 

(2 Kings 25; Lamentations; Revelation 20:11–15), Jesus would judge the living and 

the dead before fulfilling the restoration narrative of Ezra and Nehemiah in the 

new heavens and the new earth (Revelation 21–22). 

 

In this view, where David failed to be the perfect king, Jesus would not fail. He 

would re-establish the Davidic dynasty in perfect righteousness before the curtain 

of history falls. 

 

6. Election 

 

One of the great questions that arises from 1 & 2 Samuel is this:  

Why was Saul rejected and David exalted? 

 

A popular, though incorrect and theologically dangerous view is that David was righteous 

and Saul was wicked. Or, if we put it more gently, David was a better man than Saul. This 

general thinking can be expressed in a number of ways with various emphases. 

 

It has also been widely suggested that although David was a sinner, he was a contrite 

sinner. That is, he humbled himself, confessed his sin, and found favour with God as a 

result. The problem with this approach, however, is that in the midst of the LORD’s 

rejection of him, Saul too repented. 
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1 Samuel 15:24–31 
24 Saul said to Samuel, “I have sinned, for I have transgressed the commandment 

of the LORD and your words, because I feared the people and obeyed their voice. 
25 Now therefore, please pardon my sin and return with me that I may bow before 

the LORD.” 26 And Samuel said to Saul, “I will not return with you. For you have 

rejected the word of the LORD, and the LORD has rejected you from being king 

over Israel.” 27 As Samuel turned to go away, Saul seized the skirt of his robe, and 

it tore. 28 And Samuel said to him, “The LORD has torn the kingdom of Israel from 

you this day and has given it to a neighbor of yours, who is better than you. 29 And 

also the Glory of Israel will not lie or have regret, for he is not a man, that he should 

have regret.” 30 Then he said, “I have sinned; yet honor me now before the elders 

of my people and before Israel, and return with me, that I may bow before the 

LORD your God.” 31 So Samuel turned back after Saul, and Saul bowed before the 

LORD. 

 

Maybe this is just a case of too little too late. Or, perhaps Saul’s repentance was not 

genuine. Or, maybe there are other explanations for why God rejected Saul and exalted 

David. 

 

Here are two: 

 

a. Saul was from Benjamin and David was from Judah. 

 

Genesis 49:27 
27 “Benjamin is a ravenous wolf, in the morning devouring the prey and at 

evening dividing the spoil.” 

 

Genesis 49:8–12 
8 “Judah, your brothers shall praise you; your hand shall be on the neck of 

your enemies; your father’s sons shall bow down before you. 9 Judah is a 

lion’s cub; from the prey, my son, you have gone up. He stooped down; he 

crouched as a lion and as a lioness; who dares rouse him? 10 The scepter 

shall not depart from Judah, nor the ruler’s staff from between his feet, 

until tribute comes to him; and to him shall be the obedience of the 

peoples. 11 Binding his foal to the vine and his donkey’s colt to the choice 

vine, he has washed his garments in wine and his vesture in the blood of 

grapes. 12 His eyes are darker than wine, and his teeth whiter than milk. 

 

Saul had the kingdom in the morning, but had to divide it in the evening. By 

contrast, David took the kingdom and crouched over it. The wolf lost his prey to 

the lion, as prophesied. 
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b. Saul was under law and David was under grace. 

 

Saul broke the word of the LORD (1 Samuel 15:1–3; 9–11). Under law, Saul was 

guilty and deserved to be rejected. 

 

David also broke the word of the LORD. The most obvious example was in his 

adultery with Bathsheba and his murder of Uriah. The Bible is absolutely clear: 

 

2 Samuel 11:26–27 
26 When the wife of Uriah heard that Uriah her husband was dead, she 

lamented over her husband. 27 And when the mourning was over, David 

sent and brought her to his house, and she became his wife and bore him 

a son. But the thing that David had done displeased the LORD. 

 

2 Samuel 12:9 
9 Why have you despised the word of the LORD, to do what is evil in his 

sight? You have struck down Uriah the Hittite with the sword and have 

taken his wife to be your wife and have killed him with the sword of the 

Ammonites. 

 

Like Saul before him, David repents to the prophet who had delivered the 

judgment of God. But, unlike Saul, David received God’s grace. 

 

2 Samuel 12:13 
13 David said to Nathan, “I have sinned against the LORD.” And Nathan said 

to David, “The LORD also has put away your sin; you shall not die. 

 

Why did God bring the full force of the law against Saul, but extend grace to David? 

The only answer available to us is this: God so elected to do so. 

 

Romans 9:10–18 
10 And not only so, but also when Rebekah had conceived children by one 

man, our forefather Isaac, 11 though they were not yet born and had done 

nothing either good or bad—in order that God’s purpose of election might 

continue, not because of works but because of him who calls— 12 she was 

told, “The older will serve the younger.” 13 As it is written, “Jacob I loved, 

but Esau I hated.”  

 
14 What shall we say then? Is there injustice on God’s part? By no means! 
15 For he says to Moses, “I will have mercy on whom I have mercy, and I 

will have compassion on whom I have compassion.” 16 So then it depends 

not on human will or exertion, but on God, who has mercy. 17 For the 

Scripture says to Pharaoh, “For this very purpose I have raised you up, that 

I might show my power in you, and that my name might be proclaimed in 
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all the earth.” 18 So then he has mercy on whomever he wills, and he 

hardens whomever he wills. 

 

Just as God chose Isaac and not Ishmael, and just as God loved Jacob but hated 

Esau, so also, God elected to reject Saul and exalt David. In Saul’s example, David 

and all subsequent Davidic kings had a potent reminder of the grace that kept them 

on the throne. 

 

2 Samuel 7:12–16 
12 When your days are fulfilled and you lie down with your fathers, I will 

raise up your offspring after you, who shall come from your body, and I will 

establish his kingdom. 13 He shall build a house for my name, and I will 

establish the throne of his kingdom forever. 14 I will be to him a father, and 

he shall be to me a son. When he commits iniquity, I will discipline him with 

the rod of men, with the stripes of the sons of men, 15 but my steadfast 

love will not depart from him, as I took it from Saul, whom I put away from 

before you. 16 And your house and your kingdom shall be made sure 

forever before me. Your throne shall be established forever.’ ” 

 

7. Davidic Covenant 

 

In 2 Samuel 5:6―9:13, David embarks on a house building spree. The word, House, can 

mean many things in Hebrew: 

 

a. Personal Dwelling 

b. Political Capital 

c. Royal Palace 

d. Progeny (family, and heirs) 

e. Political Dynasty 

f. Religious Temple 

 

Thus, in these chapters, we see David building his house. He captures Jerusalem to be his 

new political capital (2 Samuel 5:6–10). He constructs a royal palace (2 Samuel 5:11–12). 

He adds to his royal harem to produce more sons (2 Samuel 5:13–16). Peace and security 

from surrounding nations (2 Samuel 5:17–25; 8:1–18). He even grafts Mephibosheth, the 

son of Jonathan (grandson of Saul) into the Davidic family (2 Samuel 9:1–13). 

 

The only remaining aspect to house building concerns the construction of a Temple. 

Therefore, David sets his heart to build a temple for the LORD. The LORD stops David from 

doing this by sending Nathan to him with this prophecy: 

 

2 Samuel 7:4–17 
4 But that same night the word of the LORD came to Nathan, 5 “Go and tell my 

servant David, ‘Thus says the LORD: Would you build me a house to dwell in? 6 I 
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have not lived in a house since the day I brought up the people of Israel from Egypt 

to this day, but I have been moving about in a tent for my dwelling. 7 In all places 

where I have moved with all the people of Israel, did I speak a word with any of the 

judges of Israel, whom I commanded to shepherd my people Israel, saying, “Why 

have you not built me a house of cedar?” ’ 8 Now, therefore, thus you shall say to 

my servant David, ‘Thus says the LORD of hosts, I took you from the pasture, from 

following the sheep, that you should be prince over my people Israel. 9 And I have 

been with you wherever you went and have cut off all your enemies from before 

you. And I will make for you a great name, like the name of the great ones of the 

earth. 10 And I will appoint a place for my people Israel and will plant them, so that 

they may dwell in their own place and be disturbed no more. And violent men shall 

afflict them no more, as formerly, 11 from the time that I appointed judges over my 

people Israel. And I will give you rest from all your enemies. Moreover, the LORD 

declares to you that the LORD will make you a house. 12 When your days are fulfilled 

and you lie down with your fathers, I will raise up your offspring after you, who 

shall come from your body, and I will establish his kingdom. 13 He shall build a house 

for my name, and I will establish the throne of his kingdom forever. 14 I will be to 

him a father, and he shall be to me a son. When he commits iniquity, I will discipline 

him with the rod of men, with the stripes of the sons of men, 15 but my steadfast 

love will not depart from him, as I took it from Saul, whom I put away from before 

you. 16 And your house and your kingdom shall be made sure forever before me. 

Your throne shall be established forever.’ ” 17 In accordance with all these words, 

and in accordance with all this vision, Nathan spoke to David.  

 

This covenant with David is the heart of the Old Testament. These unconditional promises 

ensure God’s faithfulness to His people, even when they break covenant and bring upon 

themselves the conditional consequences of their sin. 

 

The Davidic Covenant is the bedrock of the gospel because it guarantees that a Davidic king 

will reign forever over Israel.  

 

We learn more about this Davidic king in Psalm 2. 

 

Psalm 2  

 
1  Why do the nations rage  

and the peoples plot in vain?  

 2  The kings of the earth set themselves,  

and the rulers take counsel together,  

against the LORD and against his Anointed, saying,  

 3  “Let us burst their bonds apart  

and cast away their cords from us.”  

 4  He who sits in the heavens laughs;  
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the Lord holds them in derision.  

 5  Then he will speak to them in his wrath,  

and terrify them in his fury, saying,  

 6  “As for me, I have set my King  

on Zion, my holy hill.”  

 7  I will tell of the decree:  

 The LORD said to me, “You are my Son;  

today I have begotten you.  

 8  Ask of me, and I will make the nations your heritage,  

and the ends of the earth your possession.  

 9  You shall break them with a rod of iron  

and dash them in pieces like a potter’s vessel.”  

 10  Now therefore, O kings, be wise;  

be warned, O rulers of the earth.  

 11  Serve the LORD with fear,  

and rejoice with trembling.  

 12  Kiss the Son,  

lest he be angry, and you perish in the way,  

for his wrath is quickly kindled.  

 Blessed are all who take refuge in him.  

 

In short, what we learn about the Davidic king is this: Not only will a Son of David reign as 

king over Israel forever, but this same king will reign over all the nations. Therefore, the 

King of the Jews is the King of all the Nations. 

 

Jesus is this son of David. Pontius Pilate was right. Jesus is the King of the Jews. And, as the 

king of the Jews, Jesus is the King of the world. 

 

Matthew 1:1, 17 
1 The book of the genealogy of Jesus Christ, the son of David, the son of Abraham. 

. . 17 So all the generations from Abraham to David were fourteen generations, and 

from David to the deportation to Babylon fourteen generations, and from the 

deportation to Babylon to the Christ fourteen generations.  

 

Luke 1:30–33 
30 And the angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with 

God. 31 And behold, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you shall 

call his name Jesus. 32 He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High. 

And the Lord God will give to him the throne of his father David, 33 and he will reign 

over the house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there will be no end.”  

 

 



Frontline, Ph2-Wk7 
1 & 2 Samuel 

 

24 

 

Luke 1:67–69 
67 And his father Zechariah was filled with the Holy Spirit and prophesied, saying, 68 

“Blessed be the Lord God of Israel, for he has visited and redeemed his people 69 

and has raised up a horn of salvation for us in the house of his servant David. . .  

 

John 7:40–43 
40 When they heard these words, some of the people said, “This really is the 

Prophet.” 41 Others said, “This is the Christ.” But some said, “Is the Christ to come 

from Galilee? 42 Has not the Scripture said that the Christ comes from the offspring 

of David, and comes from Bethlehem, the village where David was?” 43 So there 

was a division among the people over him.  

 

Acts 2:29–36 
29 “Brothers, I may say to you with confidence about the patriarch David that he 

both died and was buried, and his tomb is with us to this day. 30 Being therefore a 

prophet, and knowing that God had sworn with an oath to him that he would set 

one of his descendants on his throne, 31 he foresaw and spoke about the 

resurrection of the Christ, that he was not abandoned to Hades, nor did his flesh 

see corruption. 32 This Jesus God raised up, and of that we all are witnesses. 33 Being 

therefore exalted at the right hand of God, and having received from the Father 

the promise of the Holy Spirit, he has poured out this that you yourselves are seeing 

and hearing. 34 For David did not ascend into the heavens, but he himself says, 

“ ‘The Lord said to my Lord, “Sit at my right hand, 35 until I make your enemies your 

footstool.” ’ 36 Let all the house of Israel therefore know for certain that God has 

made him both Lord and Christ, this Jesus whom you crucified.”  

 

Romans 1:1–3 
1 Paul, a servant of Christ Jesus, called to be an apostle, set apart for the gospel of 

God, 2 which he promised beforehand through his prophets in the holy Scriptures, 
3 concerning his Son, who was descended from David according to the flesh. . . 

 

2 Timothy 2:8 
8 Remember Jesus Christ, risen from the dead, the offspring of David, as preached 

in my gospel. . . 

 

Revelation 22:16 
16 “I, Jesus, have sent my angel to testify to you about these things for the churches. 

I am the root and the descendant of David, the bright morning star.”  

 

8. Appendices 

 

Some of the most important chapter for properly interpreting 1 & 2 Samuel are 2 Samuel 

21―24. This epilogue to the unified book of Samuel provides additional information that 

is given out of order. We call this delayed exposition. When you learn this new information 
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it requires you to revisit your interpretive conclusions from the book. Here are some 

examples: 

 

a. We learn in 2 Samuel 21:1–14 (see, especially, verse 7) that when David asks the 

question, “Is there still anyone left of the house of Saul, that I may show him 

kindness for Jonathan’s sake?” in 1 Samuel 9:1, he already knows that only 

Mephibosheth is left because he had the rest of Saul’s house killed to 

[conveniently] appease the Gibeonites. 

 

Why did David spare Mephibosheth? Did the fact that Mephibosheth was crippled 

have anything to do with his selection of him?  

 

b. We learn in 2 Samuel 21:15–22 and 23:8–38 that David’s success was a team 

effort. Many of these men and events have received little or no attention in the 

narrative. This reminds us that there is so much that we don’t know about David’s 

biography. Therefore, we ought to read what is given to us knowing that every 

detail has purpose. 

 

c. We learn in 2 Samuel 22 that, contrary what David intends to communicate 

publicly in 2 Samuel 1:17–27, that David privately celebrated and praised God for 

Saul’s death.  

 

d. We learn in 2 Samuel 23:1–7, that these, David’s public last words, are much 

different than David’s private last words as recorded in 1 Kings 2:1–10. The 

differences between David’s public persona (so 2 Samuel 23:1–7) and David’s 

private persona (so 1 Kings 2:1–10) should influence how we interpret David in 1 

& 2 Samuel. David may not always be what David seems to be. 

 

e. We learn in 2 Samuel 24:1–25 we learn about David’s complexity. On the one 

hand, he pursued political machinations of his own making (so 24:1–9). But, on the 

other hand, he had a true and sincere faith in the LORD God (so 24:10–25). 


