i

“The times of ignorance God overlooked,
but now He commands
all people everywhere
to repent,”
ACTS 17:30

ii

Bringing the
Good News
of Jesus to
the World.
Welcome! During the next eleven weeks, our desire is to help you grow as a
fully-devoted follower of Jesus Christ. This book is your guide to lead you into
engaging God and others in a spiritual journey. Write in it, keep it with you, bring
it to your group studies, and share all your discoveries with others.
Here are some of the hepful sections in this book:

2.................Introduction to All People. Everywhere.
3.................Rhythms of Faith
4.................Introduction to Acts
6.................SOMA
8-47..........Weeks 1-6: Notes, Devotions & Discussion		
		

20................Prayer & Praise

46...............Developing a Missional Posture
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ALL PEOPLE. EVERYWHERE.
AN INTRODUCTION

It is so easy to go through the day without really thinking about anything or
anyone outside of your own bubble. Your projects. Your goals. Your family and
friends. That’s where your mind is. That’s where your heart is.
And we start to think that God’s heart is only interested in our little bubble too.
But God’s heart is far bigger than ours. His sights are for ALL PEOPLE.
EVERYWHERE. Through the church, He was, and is now still, bringing the
good news of Jesus to the world. He is tapping the shoulders of ordinary people
and putting them on a mission for the gospel. Some to go to other cities and
nations and some to change the lives of all kinds of people, right where they are at.
What about you? Will you join God in His mission? Are you ready to have your
bubble expanded (or burst)?
Through this study we hope to:
• Align our hearts with God’s heart.
• Expand our vision of who should hear the Good News.
• Actively pray for what God is doing in the world.
• Actively participate in what God is doing right here.
• Get excited about church planting and missional living.
We want to be the people of God who bring the good news of Jesus to the world –
both near and far. May God lift up our heads so we see the opportunities we have
to continue the mission started in Acts.
Derick Zeulner
Associate Pastor
South Shores Church

P.S. For a great Acts
overview: search
“Acts Part 2 Bible
Project” on YouTube.
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Getting the Most Out of this Study
RHYTHMS OF FAITH

We believe growth happens as you are involved in certain rhythms of the faith.
DAILY DEVOTIONS

We believe God wants to meet with you as you read His Word. There are 5 days of
scripture reading for each week with a curated mix from Acts and Paul’s letters.
These readings and the insights you glean from them will form the foundation of
your group discussions. Try to give yourself 20 minutes to complete the reading
and SOMA each day.
WEEKLY SERMONS

We believe God has gifted us for the building up of the church body. Join us Sunday
mornings in-person or online to deepen your understanding and application of the
Book of Acts.
GROUP TIME

We believe God wants you to journey with others. These weekly gatherings will be
a place of encouraging one another by sharing what God is teaching you in your
devotional time, as well as a source for prayer and service.
PRAYER & PRAISE - Worship Night | Friday, September 24

We believe that we are to respond to God in praise and prayer. Prayer will be an
important component of your daily reading and your group time. Additionally
we’re excited to invite everyone for a special night of praise oriented around
God’s attributes. (p. 20)
DEVELOP A MISSIONAL POSTURE

We believe we’re all on a mission to make disciples. We’ve included a brief
excerpt to help us think more clearly on how we can be missionaries right where
we live. (p. 46)
AND EVEN MORE TO COME IN PART II
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Introduction to Acts
© ESV Study Bible | ESV.ORG

AUTHOR & DATE

Acts is a sequel to the Gospel of Luke. Both were written by Luke, a physician
who traveled with the apostle Paul. Acts ends with Paul under house arrest,
awaiting trial before Caesar, c. A.D. 62. Many scholars assume Acts was written
then because it does not record Paul’s defense, release, and further gospel
preaching.
MAIN THEME

The Holy Spirit empowers believers to declare the gospel among both Jews and
Gentiles. In doing so they establish the church. The church is the fulfillment of
God’s promises from the beginning of time.
PURPOSE

Luke’s purpose for writing his Gospel (see Luke 1:3–4) applies to Acts as well:
to give an “orderly” account of the early church after Christ’s resurrection. Dedicating the two-volume work to Theophilus, Luke wanted him to have “certainty”
about what he had been taught.
KEY THEMES

Acts tells of the witness of the early church to the truth of the gospel—a theme
first introduced in 1:8:
• The witness is worldwide—Judea, Samaria, the “end of the earth” (1:8).
• The witness includes all kinds of people (chs. 2–5; 10:1–11:18; 14:8–18;
16:11–15, 25–34; 17:22–31).
• God guides the church’s witness (4:5–22; 23:12–22; 24:1–23; 27:21–26).
• Faithful witnesses must be prepared to suffer and even die because of their
testimony to Christ (5:41–42; 7:54–60).
• The Holy Spirit empowers the witness (1:8; 2:1–13; 8:17; 13:2–12; 19:6).
• Effective witness demands unity in the church (2:42–47; 4:32–37; 5:12–14).
• Jesus’ resurrection is a key part of the witness (1:22; 2:22–36; 17:30–31).
• Acceptance of the message depends both on human response and on God’s
sovereign will (2:47; 11:18; 13:48).
• The witness to the gospel calls for a response (26:27–29). It requires repenting of one’s sins in the name of Christ. This brings forgiveness of sins (e.g.,
2:38).
• Witnesses must always maintain integrity before the world (18:12–15;
23:29; 25:18; 26:31–32).
• Christian witnesses continue the ministry that Christ “began” (1:1).
• Faithful witness can bring great results (4:4; 13:48–49; 17:4; 28:30–31).
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OUTLINE

I.
II.
III.

Preparation for Witness (1:1–2:13)
The Witness in Jerusalem (2:14–5:42)
The Witness beyond Jerusalem (6:1–12:25)

Current Series:
IV.
The Witness in Cyprus and Southern Galatia (13:1–14:28)
V.
The Jerusalem Council (15:1–35)
VI.
The Witness in Greece (15:36–18:22)
VII.
The Witness in Ephesus (18:23–21:16)
VIII.
The Arrest in Jerusalem (21:17–23:35)
IX.
The Witness in Caesarea (24:1–26:32)
X.
The Witness in Rome (27:1–28:31)

THE SETTING OF ACTS

c. A.D. 30–60
The book of Acts records the spread of the gospel from Jerusalem to Rome, thus
fulfilling the risen Christ’s words to his apostles in Acts 1:8.
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SOMA* is an easy-to-use Bible study method for jumping into a passage and
mining its riches. This method can be repeated with any passage of the Bible and
used for personal Bible reading, one-on-one bible study, and small group bible
study. Our hope and prayer is that our church body could learn this method over
time and have confidence in reading the Bible on their own, as well as with others.
*Fun fact: ‘Soma’ is the Greek word for ‘body,’ which is really what this is all about:
building up the body of Christ, the church.

Soak: Read the passage slowly asking the Holy Spirit to open it to you. We want

to soak in it, marinate, steep in it, asking the Spirit to guide us into the scriptures
and notice its surroundings.
We want to ask questions about the context of the passage in these areas:
• Genre: What kind of writing is this? Narrative? Poem? Letter?
• Circumstances: Who is writing this? To whom? Are there any clues as to
why? Maybe the Israelites are worshipping idols again. Maybe Paul is in
prison again. Maybe the Corinthians messed up again.
• Connection to the rest of the story: Where does this passage fit in to the rest of
the book? What has happened so far?

Observe: Once we’ve soaked in passage, we want to make sure we are able
to see all that is really there. Not interpreting, but taking note of what is present.
We want to ask observation questions of the text:
• What are the key words? Are there any words or ideas that are repeated?
• What do you learn about the main characters? How are they described by the
author?
• Is time or place significant in this passage?
• Is there a conflict?
• Are there any surprises?
• Do you have any questions from the passage? Is there anything difficult to
understand or something you’d like to ask the author?
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Meaning: Now that we’ve gotten familiar with the passage, knowing what is

there, we want to get at its meaning. The meaning of the passage doesn’t come
from us, but from the author. Instead of asking questions like: “What does this
passage mean to me?”, we want to ask questions like: “What is the author trying
to say?”
Here are some questions to help arrive at the meaning:
• What is the main point of the passage? What is the author really trying to get
across?
• How could you sum up the meaning of this passage in your own words?
• What does this passage reveal about who Jesus is, and what he came into the
world to do?
• How does the coming and work of Jesus on the cross change how we
understand this passage? (specifically for Old Testament)
For reading Acts, you main want to also ask:
• How does this fulfill God’s promises and plans for the world?
• Is this section descriptive of the church or prescriptive for the church?

Apply: After trying to wrap our heads around the meaning of the passage, we

want to seek to apply it to our lives. The goal of reading the Bible is transformation. We want to let the Word of God grow deep in us so that we can bear much
fruit.
A helpful way to think about application is to ask questions about how it transforms our head (knowledge and beliefs), our heart (desires and attitudes), and
our hands (actions and practices).
• Head: How does this passage challenge or confirm your beliefs?
• Heart: How does this passage challenge your desires and attitudes? Is there
something you need to change?
• Hands: What does this passage tell us to go and do with our energy, time, and
resources?
• Is there any response to this passage you feel that the Spirit is impressing
upon you?

PRAYER: Finish your time in God’s Word by using this passage as the subject
of your prayer. Take time to thank God for what was learned and express your
desire for His continued work of transformation in your life.
More helps (including videos) at southshores.org/soma
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SERMON NOTES

WEEK 01 | September 12, 2021 | The Gospel Goes Out
BIG IDEA

NOTES

RESPONSE
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ALL PEOPLE. EVERYWHERE. | WEEK 01

*If you miss this week’s sermon, go to
southshores.org/sermons

01
Soak
Read the passage slowly asking the Holy Spirit to open it to you. What from its
surroundings or style is important?

Observe
Take note of what is there. What is going on? What seems significant? Do you
have any questions you’d like to ask the author?

Meaning
Think through why this is in the Bible. What is the author trying to say? What is
the main point of the passage? How does this reflect God’s promises and plans?

Apply
The goal is transformation. How will the meaning of this passage transform your
head (knowledge/beliefs), heart (desires/attitudes), and hands (actions/habits)?

DAY 1						

Acts 13:1-12

Finish your time in prayer.
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2:6-3:6
13:13-41
DAYDAY
2						
2						JudgesActs

Finish your time in prayer.

Acts2:6-3:6
13:42-14:7
DAYDAY
3						
2						Judges

Finish your time in prayer.
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ALL PEOPLE. EVERYWHERE. | WEEK 01

2:6-3:6
14:8-28
DAYDAY
4						
2						JudgesActs

Finish your time in prayer.

Romans
2:6-3:6
15:8-21
DAYDAY
5					
2						Judges

Finish your time in prayer.
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Group Discussion
WEEK 01

STORIES OF GOD

Have one member of your group share a story of God’s work in their life. This
could be a testimony of how they came to faith, or another point in their life when
God changed them in some way.
INTRO QUESTION

What was something “new” that you tried even though you weren’t sure how it
was going to work out? Why did you do it?

OPEN SHARING (use these questions to look back at your O, M & As of your devotions)

How did God get your attention this week in your devotional reading?

Was there any specific way you wanted to apply your reading into your life?

FINAL QUESTIONS

How is God still “setting apart” people for special work?

What need is there for the gospel to still go out?

Who can you be praying for over the next 10 weeks that God would give you the
opportunity to share with them and that they would be open to receiving this good
news of Jesus?
_____________________________
_____________________________
PRAYER

Each week we will highlight one of South Shores Church’s missionaries. Please
take time to pray for them.
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ALL PEOPLE. EVERYWHERE. | WEEK 01

Notes/Prayers
WEEK 01

MISSIONARY
SPOTLIGHT
MEGH & BHIM GURUNG
NEPAL | church planting

Megh & Bhim look for areas that have
not heard about Jesus and they go there, help the people in
some way, and then tells them about Jesus. God is using
them to start churches all over Nepal. Pray for their health
and their family. 		
meghnepal@gmail.com
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SERMON NOTES

WEEK 02 | September 19, 2021 | The Gospel Stays Pure
BIG IDEA

NOTES

RESPONSE
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ALL PEOPLE. EVERYWHERE. | WEEK 02

*If you miss this week’s sermon, go to
southshores.org/sermons

02
Soak
Read the passage slowly asking the Holy Spirit to open it to you. What from its
surroundings or style is important?

Observe
Take note of what is there. What is going on? What seems significant? Do you
have any questions you’d like to ask the author?

Meaning
Think through why this is in the Bible. What is the author trying to say? What is
the main point of the passage? How does this reflect God’s promises and plans?

Apply
The goal is transformation. How will the meaning of this passage transform your
head (knowledge/beliefs), heart (desires/attitudes), and hands (actions/habits)?

DAY 1						

Acts 15:1-21

Finish your time in prayer.
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2:6-3:6
9:11-15
DAYDAY
2					
2						
		 JudgesAmos

Finish your time in prayer.

2:6-3:6
15:22-35
DAYDAY
3							
2						JudgesActs

Finish your time in prayer.
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ALL PEOPLE. EVERYWHERE. | WEEK 02

Galatians
2:6-3:6
2:1-10
DAYDAY
4						
2						Judges

Finish your time in prayer.

Galatians
2:6-3:6
2:15-21
DAYDAY
5					
2						Judges

Finish your time in prayer.
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Group Discussion
WEEK 02

STORIES OF GOD

Start with a story of God’s power to transform (testimony or other life-change).
INTRO QUESTION

Have you ever been part of a group (team, class) where you felt that you weren’t
good enough? Why?
How did you overcome that feeling?
OPEN SHARING

How did God get your attention this week in your devotional reading?

Was there any specific way you wanted to apply your reading into your life?

FINAL QUESTIONS

What are ways that we can distort the gospel by adding to it or taking away?

How would you describe the central message of the gospel?

SALVATION BY GRACE
THROUGH FAITH
PRAYER

Ask God to help you believe the right things about God
and His Gospel. Ask Him to help you share the truth of His
incredible free gift with others.
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ALL PEOPLE. EVERYWHERE. | WEEK 02

Ephesians 2:8-9
Romans 5:1-2
Romans 5:7-10
Titus 3:4-7

Notes/Prayers
WEEK 02

MISSIONARY
SPOTLIGHT
EBENEZER & ANGELINA SAMUEL
INDIA | training pastors

Ebenezer and Angelina recruit young
men and women and trains them to be pastors. Then they
send them to unreached villages in India. We help them
financially support these young pastors. Pray for them as
they finds these young people and help them into ministry.
ebey@serveindia.work
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Prayer & Praise
INTRODUCTION

Have you ever had someone talk about a friend as if you already knew them?
You hear their name over and over, but you don’t really know the person, their
character or what they are really like because you haven’t met them. All you know
is a name.
Sometimes I wonder if the same thing happens with the name “God.” We use
“God” so much that we’ve forgotten who God really is and we’ve replaced the
person with merely a word. We long to encounter Him, but we rarely stop to
consider who He is: who He has revealed and shown Himself to be.
A.W. Tozer famously wrote, “What comes into our minds when we think about
God is the most important thing about us.” The idea is that not only do we need to
know God for who He is, but it determines who we are too.
What comes into your mind when you think of God?

Are there any false or incomplete images of God that you need to rid yourself of?

INSTRUCTIONS

1. Take time this week to meditate on who God says He is and shows himself to
be with the following scriptures.
Psalm 86			
Deuteronomy 4:24-31		
Romans 5:6-8

1 John 3:1-3
1 John 4:6-7

2. What characteristics stand out? What actions speak to you?
3. Join your church family in a special worship night focused God’s
attributes. Singing helps increase our faith; encouraging one another to
believe what we sing.
Friday, September 24 | 6-7 PM | Ocean Room
*childcare available

20

21

SERMON NOTES

WEEK 03 | September 26, 2021 | The Gospel Changes People
BIG IDEA

NOTES

RESPONSE
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ALL PEOPLE. EVERYWHERE. | WEEK 03

*If you miss this week’s sermon, go to
southshores.org/sermons

03
Soak
Read the passage slowly asking the Holy Spirit to open it to you. What from its
surroundings or style is important?

Observe
Take note of what is there. What is going on? What seems significant? Do you
have any questions you’d like to ask the author?

Meaning
Think through why this is in the Bible. What is the author trying to say? What is
the main point of the passage? How does this reflect God’s promises and plans?

Apply
The goal is transformation. How will the meaning of this passage transform your
head (knowledge/beliefs), heart (desires/attitudes), and hands (actions/habits)?

DAY 1						

Acts 15:36-16:5

Finish your time in prayer.
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2:6-3:6
16:6-24
DAYDAY
2						
2						JudgesActs

Finish your time in prayer.

2:6-3:6
DAYDAY
3						
2						JudgesActs
16:25-40

Finish your time in prayer.
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ALL PEOPLE. EVERYWHERE. | WEEK 03

Philippians
2:6-3:6
1:1-11
DAYDAY
4						
2						Judges

Finish your time in prayer.

Judges 2:6-3:6
1:27-30
DAYDAY
5					
2						Philippians

Finish your time in prayer.
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Group Discussion
WEEK 03

STORIES OF GOD

Start with a story of God’s power to transform (testimony or other life-change).
INTRO QUESTION

If you showed the group a picture of yourself from high school, would they
recognize you? (Bonus points if you bring one to your group!)
How have you changed?

OPEN SHARING

How did God get your attention this week in your devotional reading?

Was there any specific way you wanted to apply your reading into your life?

FINAL QUESTIONS

What are some of the most significant ways Jesus has changed your life?

What are some ways you still want to grow?
Are you confident God will bring it about? How do you think He will do it?
Who is an unlikely person to come to faith? (Add to your prayer list)

PRAYER

Praise God for the work He has done in your life. Ask Him to give you eyes to
see what He can still accomplish in you and in the world.
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ALL PEOPLE. EVERYWHERE. | WEEK 03

Notes/Prayers
WEEK 03

MISSIONARY
SPOTLIGHT
PETER & MARIAM FRETHEIM
NIGERIA | orphans & church plants

Peter and Mariam help the people with all their needs,
food, clothing, education, and safety. That allows them
to share Jesus with them. Pray for their wisdom with
orphans, women, hostile situations and church planting.
peter.fretheim@sim.org
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SERMON NOTES

WEEK 04 | October 3, 2021 | The Gospel Speaks Out
BIG IDEA

NOTES

RESPONSE
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ALL PEOPLE. EVERYWHERE. | WEEK 04

*If you miss this week’s sermon, go to
southshores.org/sermons

04
Soak
Read the passage slowly asking the Holy Spirit to open it to you. What from its
surroundings or style is important?

Observe
Take note of what is there. What is going on? What seems significant? Do you
have any questions you’d like to ask the author?

Meaning
Think through why this is in the Bible. What is the author trying to say? What is
the main point of the passage? How does this reflect God’s promises and plans?

Apply
The goal is transformation. How will the meaning of this passage transform your
head (knowledge/beliefs), heart (desires/attitudes), and hands (actions/habits)?

DAY 1						

Acts 17:1-15

Finish your time in prayer.
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1 Thessalonians
Judges 2:6-3:6
1:1-10
DAYDAY
2						
2						

Finish your time in prayer.

1 Thessalonians
Judges 2:6-3:62:1-8
DAYDAY
3						
2						

Finish your time in prayer.
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ALL PEOPLE. EVERYWHERE. | WEEK 04

Acts2:6-3:6
17:16-34
DAYDAY
4						
2						Judges

Finish your time in prayer.

2 Timothy
2:6-3:6
4:1-5
DAYDAY
5					
2						Judges

Finish your time in prayer.
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Group Discussion
WEEK 04

STORIES OF GOD

Start with a story of God’s power to transform (testimony or other life-change).

INTRO QUESTION

What are the “big questions” society is asking?

How are these different from the big questions of 50 years ago?

OPEN SHARING

How did God get your attention this week in your devotional reading?

Was there any specific way you wanted to apply your reading into your life?

FINAL QUESTIONS

How does Paul change his presentation of the gospel in Athens? What doesn’t
change?

How can we engage people with the gospel in a modern context?

What will be a stumbling block for many, no matter what? Are you okay with
that?
PRAYER

Ask God to help us “do the work of an evangelist.” Help us to “read the room,”
but not change the life-changing heart of the gospel message.
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ALL PEOPLE. EVERYWHERE. | WEEK 04

Notes/Prayers
WEEK 04

MISSIONARY
SPOTLIGHT
BOGDAN & LILIYA MAZUR
UKRAINE | orphans

Bogdan and Liliya work with orphans. They find them,
care for them, educate them, and help them as they grow
to adulthood. It is a big job. Pray for them as they seek to
lead each one into a relationship with Christ.
		bogdan.mv@gmail.com
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SERMON NOTES

WEEK 05 | October 10, 2021 | The Gospel Speaks Out
BIG IDEA

NOTES

RESPONSE
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ALL PEOPLE. EVERYWHERE. | WEEK 05

*If you miss this week’s sermon, go to
southshores.org/sermons

05
Soak
Read the passage slowly asking the Holy Spirit to open it to you. What from its
surroundings or style is important?

Observe
Take note of what is there. What is going on? What seems significant? Do you
have any questions you’d like to ask the author?

Meaning
Think through why this is in the Bible. What is the author trying to say? What is
the main point of the passage? How does this reflect God’s promises and plans?

Apply
The goal is transformation. How will the meaning of this passage transform your
head (knowledge/beliefs), heart (desires/attitudes), and hands (actions/habits)?

DAY 1						

Acts 18:1-11

Finish your time in prayer.
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Judges 2:6-3:6
DAYDAY
2						
2						
1 Corinthians
1:18-25

Finish your time in prayer.

DAYDAY
3						
2						Judges
Acts2:6-3:6
18:12-23

Finish your time in prayer.
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ALL PEOPLE. EVERYWHERE. | WEEK 05

Corinthians
2:6-3:62:1-5
DAYDAY
4						
2						1Judges

Finish your time in prayer.

1 Timothy
2:6-3:6
2:1-7
DAYDAY
5					
2						Judges

Finish your time in prayer.
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Group Discussion
WEEK 05

STORIES OF GOD

Start with a story of God’s power to transform (testimony or other life-change).

INTRO QUESTION

What’s the longest you’ve lived somewhere? What are the pros and cons to
living in a place for a long time?

OPEN SHARING

How did God get your attention this week in your devotional reading?

Was there any specific way you wanted to apply your reading into your life?

FINAL QUESTIONS

What motivated Paul to remain in Corinth longer?
How can this encourage you to continue to reach out in your city?

While we tend to elevate eloquence and powerful communication, Paul stresses
that he preached to the Corinthians in weakness. Why do you think that is? How
can this encourage you?

How does 1 Timothy 2:1-7 help us see God’s heart for the nations?

PRAYER

Focus your prayer on your city and the people God has yet to reach within it.
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ALL PEOPLE. EVERYWHERE. | WEEK 05

Notes/Prayers
WEEK 05

MISSIONARY
SPOTLIGHT
PHILLIP & CORENNE SMITH
BRAZIL | street boys

Phillip and Corenne work with the
street boys who roam the streets of every city. They
see a need and respond to it. They provide housing
for many of these abandoned boys. Pray for them as
the meet these boys and get involved in their future.
corennesmith@gmail.com
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SERMON NOTES

WEEK 06 | October 17, 2021
BIG IDEA

NOTES

RESPONSE
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ALL PEOPLE. EVERYWHERE. | WEEK 06

*If you miss this week’s sermon, go to
southshores.org/sermons

06
Soak
Read the passage slowly asking the Holy Spirit to open it to you. What from its
surroundings or style is important?

Observe
Take note of what is there. What is going on? What seems significant? Do you
have any questions you’d like to ask the author?

Meaning
Think through why this is in the Bible. What is the author trying to say? What is
the main point of the passage? How does this reflect God’s promises and plans?

Apply
The goal is transformation. How will the meaning of this passage transform your
head (knowledge/beliefs), heart (desires/attitudes), and hands (actions/habits)?

DAY 1						

Acts 18:24-19:10

Finish your time in prayer.
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Corinthians
2:6-3:6
1:10-17
DAYDAY
2						
2						1 Judges

Finish your time in prayer.

DAYDAY
3						
2						Judges
Acts2:6-3:6
19:11-20

Finish your time in prayer.
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ALL PEOPLE. EVERYWHERE. | WEEK 06

Judges 2:6-3:6
6:10-20
DAYDAY
4						
2						Ephesians

Finish your time in prayer.

Acts2:6-3:6
19:21-41
DAYDAY
5			
2						Judges

Finish your time in prayer.
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Group Discussion
WEEK 06

STORIES OF GOD

Start with a story of God’s power to transform (testimony or other life-change).

INTRO QUESTION

What are the most important things in life to your neighbors and coworkers?

OPEN SHARING

How did God get your attention this week in your devotional reading?

Was there any specific way you wanted to apply your reading into your life?

FINAL QUESTIONS

In what way(s) is the gospel a disruptive message?

How have you seen it have the power to overcome obsessions, addictions, and
strongholds?

Who are we at war with and who are we trying to reach? How can we keep from
getting those things confused?

PRAYER

Pray for the people you first listed in week 1. Ask God to open their eyes to their
own idols and obstacles. Ask God to disrupt them with the gospel so they can
find life in Jesus’ name.
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ALL PEOPLE. EVERYWHERE. | WEEK 06

Notes/Prayers
WEEK 05

MISSIONARY
SPOTLIGHT
JOHN & HEATHER CHAPMAN
SAN JUAN CAPISTRANO

John and Heather work with families
right here in San Juan Capistrano
to help with education needs and family issues. You
could help them. Pray for them as they are involved in
so many lives.
john@unidossouthoc.com
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Developing a Missional Posture in Your Church
Adapted from Planting Missional Churches
by Ed Stetzer & Daniel Im

1.
Understand God’s mission and the gospel.
It’s important to understand how the central figure of Scripture,
Jesus, fits within the mission of God. If you fail to understand the
connection between the good news of Jesus Christ and the mission
of God, being effectively missional will be impossible. By having
a firm grasp on God’s mission and gospel, you’re likely to have
a loose grip on the obstacles and idols that prevent you and your
church from being missional.
2.
Identify obstacles and idols.
As Paul walked around the city of Athens (Acts 17), he observed how
religious the Athenians were by the idols they worshipped. These
cultural idols, and especially the one to “an unknown god,” became
bridges by which Paul communicated the gospel and confronted
their idol worship. By understanding the obstacles and idols of the
culture, missional churches are able to build bridges to communicate
the gospel message and confront those obstacles and idols.
3.
Contextualize and communicate.
We need to understand people in order to reach them. Acts indicates
that Paul approached Jews and Gentiles differently. With the
Jews, Paul reasoned about the saving role of the Messiah and his
resurrection (Acts 17:1-4). With the Gentiles, Paul’s reasoning was
more foundational—addressing issues of resurrection, morality, and
judgment (Acts 17:16-34). He engaged them based on where they
were and what they knew.
“Missional means living and acting like a missionary
without ever leaving your city.” -- Stetzer & Im (p.21)
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4.
Equip people for everyday mission.
Brennan Manning once quipped, and dc Talk probably made famous:
“The greatest single cause of atheism in the world today is Christians
who acknowledge Jesus with their lips and walk out the door and
deny Him by their lifestyle. That is what an unbelieving world
simply finds unbelievable.” Missional churches equip their people
to live every area of their lives under the rule and reign of King
Jesus. That means every sector and arena of their lives—spiritual,
mental, emotional, social, marital, familial, vocational, economical,
and cultural realms—operate under the redeeming power of the
gospel through the empowerment of the Spirit to reflect the glory
of King Jesus.
5.
Practice unity.
Jesus, in his high priestly prayer, asked the Father, “I pray not
only for these, but also for those who believe in Me through their
message. May they all be one, as You, Father, are in Me and I am in
You. May they also be one in Us, so the world may believe You sent
Me” (John 17:20-21). The unity a church possesses must not only be
practiced within a local body, but it must also extend to other local
bodies. Cooperating and partnering with Christians outside your
denominational tradition is a good thing—a Christ-honoring thing.
As Augustin is most often quote to have said, “In essentials, unity;
in nonessentials, liberty; in all things, charity.”

“Ed Stetzer’s volume on planting missional churches
has been perhaps the best single volume on the subject.
Now that he has updated it thoroughly, it is even more
important to have if you are involved in church planting
at any level, or even if you want your local church to be
more outwardly focused. I recommend it.”
- Tim Keller, founding pastor,
Redeemer Presbyterian Church
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Don’t Forget
Pick up Part II at South Shores Church
as our ALL PEOPLE. EVERYWHERE.
series continues...

Questions?
Email Pastor Derick at dzeulner@southshores.org
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“For so the Lord has commanded us, saying,
I have made you a light for the Gentiles,
that you may bring salvation
to the ends of the earth.’”
ACTS 13:47
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