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During the next ten weeks, our desire is to help you grow as a 
fully-devoted follower of Jesus Christ. This book is your guide 
to lead you into engaging God and others in a spiritual journey. 
Write in it, keep it with you, bring it to Sunday services and 
your group studies—share your discoveries with others.

Introduction: GOAT: Greatest Of All Time

Gospel of Mark Refresh

SOMA Guide

Weekly Notes, Devotions & Discussions for Weeks 1-10

16 — “Praying for Life” A Prayer Experience

48 — 50 Ideas for Serving in Your Neighborhood
 

Of Broken Fences & Divine Offences

1

2

3

4-67

68

TA B L E  O F
C O N T E N T S



1

You might ask it for one sport: Jordan or Lebron? Messi or Ronaldo? Or try to compare 
across sports: Wayne Gretzky or Tom Brady? Simone Biles or Michael Phelps? The 
discussion of who is the G.O.A.T. (Greatest of All Time) is part of the fabric of 
professional athletics. It’s furiously debated, stats and figures are compiled, and people 
are asked all the time, “Who do you think is the greatest?” And we love the discussion; 
we love the idea of coming up with the best of the best. But we don’t limit it to athletes. 
Who is the greatest president: Washington or Lincoln? Greatest composer: Bach, 
Beethoven, or Mozart? Artist: DaVinci or Michelangelo? Marvel or DC? Taylor Swift or 
Beyoncé? iPhone or Android? Chevy or Ford? Who or what is the greatest of all time?

Even the disciples fell into this same pattern, not about music, art, or cell phones, but 
in terms of their own importance and authority. In Mark 9, Jesus asks what they were 
talking about. “But they kept silent, for on the way they had argued with one another 
about who was the greatest (Mark 9:34).” Soon after, two of them approach Jesus 
looking for seats of honor. They didn’t just want to talk about who is the greatest, they 
wanted to secure the crowns for themselves. But each time, Jesus’ response is the same: 

“If anyone would be first, he must be last of all and servant of all.” — Mark 9:35

“But whoever would be great among you must be your servant, and whoever would 
be first among you must be slave of all. For even the Son of Man came not to be 
served but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many.” — Mark 10:43-45

Jesus inverted the disciples understanding of the greatest. Their focus was honor and 
what others could do for them. But Jesus clearly defined greatness in terms of service 
and sacrifice for the sake of others. It sounds backwards to us even today. Who would 
possibly seek to achieve this?

One of the reasons I pick Michael Jordan as the GOAT of basketball is because when it 
came down to the tough moments, he wanted the ball and would do what needed to be 
done. Even though everyone on the opposing team knew the ball was going to Jordan, 
he had the ability to finish the job, to do what he’d promised.

In the next few months, we are looking at the final days of Jesus. We’ll look at His 
teachings, His answers, and His actions which all lead Him to the cross. Mark reveals 
that when push comes to shove, Jesus lived what He taught, and made it happen exactly 
like He said He would. He embodied the ultimate servant and even gave His life as a 
ransom for many.

But don’t take my word for it. Stick with us, keep reading, keep discussing, and see if 
you agree that Jesus became the ultimate GOAT: the Greatest of All Time.

Grace & Peace,

Derick Zeulner
Associate Pastor
South Shores Church
dzeulner@southshores.org
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Gospel of Mark Refresh
INTRODUCTION TO CHAPTERS 13-16

THINGS TO REMEMBER FROM MARK’S GOSPEL

• The primary focus is to present Jesus as the Son of God. It portrays Him 
as the one who is both powerful and willing to suffer for His people.

• Believers are to be followers of Jesus. They need to be ready to walk his 
same road of humility and suffering.

THINGS TO REMEMBER FROM CHAPTERS 1-12

• The first chapters of Mark’s gospel beckon the reader to ask, “Who is 
this Jesus?” Jesus is presented as having unusual authority, healing power, 
power over demons, power over sins, authority over the Sabbath and the sea.

• Jesus flips expectations of what the Messiah should be. His purposes, 
methods, and overall goal do not fit in with what the established religious 
leaders or the common people were looking for.

THINGS TO TO LOOK FOR IN CHAPTERS 12-16

• Pay attention to the great lengths and detail of Jesus’ willing service. 
He seeks to honor God, to fulfill Scripture, and to give His disciples and us 
exactly what we need -- no matter the incredible cost.

• Notice how often the themes of abandonment and kingship show up. 
Throughout the narrative of Jesus’ final days/hours, there is a juxtoposition 
of who He really is, and how He is being treated falsely by every single 
group around Him—even His closest friends.

• Read with thanksgiving. Remember that we do not merely read the words 
of history, but of actions with eternal ramifications. The “passion narrative” 
(story of Christ’s suffering) is the direct mechanism of God’s love and 
forgiveness poured out for you and your benefit. God has done it through 
Jesus Christ! Let us read and rejoice!
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SOMA is an easy-to-use Bible study method for jumping into a passage and mining its 
riches. This method can be repeated with any passage of the Bible and used for personal 
Bible reading, one-on-one bible study, and small group Bible study. Our hope and 
prayer is that our church body could learn this method over time and have confidence 
in reading the Bible on their own, as well as with others.

Soak: Read the passage slowly asking the Holy Spirit to open it to you. We want 
to soak in it, marinate, steep in it, asking the Spirit to guide us into the scriptures 
and notice its surroundings. 

Observe: Once we’ve soaked in passage, we want to make sure we are able to 
see all that is really there. Not interpreting, but taking note of what is present—
making observations.

Meaning: Now that we’ve gotten familiar with the passage, knowing what is 
there, we want to get at its meaning. The meaning of the passage doesn’t come from 
us, but from the author. Instead of asking questions like: “What does this passage 
mean to me?”, we want to ask questions like: “What is the author trying to say?”

For reading Mark, focus on:
• What does this passage reveal about who Jesus is?
• What does this passage reveal about what Jesus came into the world to do?

Apply: After trying to wrap our heads around the meaning of the passage, we 
want to seek to apply it to our lives. The goal of reading the Bible is transforma-
tion. We want to let the Word of God grow deep in us so we can bear much fruit.

PRAYER: Finish your time in God’s Word by using this passage as the subject of 
your prayer. Take time to thank God for what was learned and express your desire for 
His continued work of transformation in your life.

To learn more snap the QR code or visit
southshores.org/soma
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WEEK 01 | January 14, 2024

BIG IDEA

NOTES

RESPONSE

S E R M O N  N O T E S

*If you miss this week’s sermon, go to 
southshores.org/sermonsGREATEST OF ALL TIME | WEEK 01
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Soak
Read the passage slowly asking the Holy Spirit to open it to you. What from its 
surroundings or style is important?
Observe
Take note of what is there. What is going on? What seems significant? Do you 
have any questions you’d like to ask the author?
Meaning
Think through why this is in the Bible. What is the author trying to say? What is 
the main point of the passage? Who is Jesus and what did He come to do?
Apply
The goal is transformation. How will the meaning of this passage transform your 
head (knowledge/beliefs), heart (desires/attitudes), and hands (actions/habits)?

Finish your time in prayer.

   Day 1                        Mark 12:28-34

01

southshores.org/soma
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 DAY 2      Judges 2:6-3:6

 DAY 2      Judges 2:6-3:6

   Day 2       Deuteronomy 6:4-5 & Leviticus 19:18

   Day 3                       Mark 12:35-37

Finish your time in prayer.

Finish your time in prayer.

GREATEST OF ALL TIME | WEEK 01
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 DAY 2      Judges 2:6-3:6

 DAY 2      Judges 2:6-3:6

   Day 4                      Acts 2:29-36

   Day 5                    Mark 12:38-44

Finish your time in prayer.

Finish your time in prayer.
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Group Discussion
WEEK 01

INTRO DISCUSSION
In your opinion, who are the greatest athletes? What about in music?

How do you determine the greatest of all time in any given category?

OPEN SHARING (use these questions to look back at your O, M & As of your devotions)
How did God get your attention this week in your devotional reading?

Was there any specific way you wanted to apply your reading into your life?

FINAL QUESTIONS
When asked which commandment is the greatest, why do you think Jesus 
answers with two?

Who wanted honor? Who did Jesus give it to and why?

Why does our desire for honor sometimes get in the way of loving others?

How can giving love and honor to God and others actually make us greater?

PRAYER
Lord, we want to be great—in our own eyes, in the eyes of others, in ways that 
bring us honor and privilege. But help us to be greater. Help us to love the truly 
Great One by loving others ahead of ourselves. Help us to behold the mystery of 
Jesus as the Lord over all things and give ourselves to that Lord. Help us Lord, to 
be servants in the pattern of our Savior. Amen.

GREATEST OF ALL TIME | WEEK 01
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Notes/Prayers
WEEK 01

“...whoever would be great among you must be your servant...”

In order to strive to be greater like Jesus is greater, we are going to emphasize 
serving others during the next ten weeks. Here are four prompts with four places 
to put someone’s name that you can serve in a different way. You may not have a 
name for all four categories, just yet. But if God gives you the opportunity to serve 
someone in an unexpected way, you can always come back and fill in their name 
after the fact.

 Serve with the Gospel (evangelism)              _____________________________

Serve with attention (time & listening)        _____________________________

Serve with financial assistance (generosity) _____________________________

Serve with actions/works (physical acts)      _____________________________

If you don’t have a Growth Group to share these names with, please, send me an 
email letting me know who you are praying for, so I can join you in praying too.

Pastor Derick | dzeulner@southshores.org

QUICK FACTS

Who are “the scribes”?
As interpreters of the Torah, the scribes probably would have been most often 
associated with the Pharisees, who sought to broaden the applicability of the Torah. 
On a very few occasions scribes are shown as responding positively to Jesus, but 
they are most frequently portrayed as his enemies. Not surprisingly, their conflicts 
with Jesus often have to do with how the law of Moses should be observed. 

Kim Paffenroth, “Scribes,” ed. David Noel Freedman, Allen C. Myers, and Astrid B. Beck, Eerdmans 
Dictionary of the Bible (Grand Rapids, MI: W.B. Eerdmans, 2000), 1173.
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WEEK 02 | January 21, 2024

BIG IDEA

NOTES

RESPONSE

S E R M O N  N O T E S

*If you miss this week’s sermon, go to 
southshores.org/sermonsGREATEST OF ALL TIME | WEEK 02
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Soak
Read the passage slowly asking the Holy Spirit to open it to you. What from its 
surroundings or style is important?
Observe
Take note of what is there. What is going on? What seems significant? Do you 
have any questions you’d like to ask the author?
Meaning
Think through why this is in the Bible. What is the author trying to say? What is 
the main point of the passage? Who is Jesus and what did He come to do?
Apply
The goal is transformation. How will the meaning of this passage transform your 
head (knowledge/beliefs), heart (desires/attitudes), and hands (actions/habits)?

Finish your time in prayer.

   Day 1              Genesis 1:26-28 & Psalm 8:2-5

02

southshores.org/soma
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 DAY 2      Judges 2:6-3:6

 DAY 2      Judges 2:6-3:6

   Day 2                        Psalm 139:13-16

   Day 3        Isaiah 44:24, Jeremiah 1:4-5 & Isaiah 49:1-5

Finish your time in prayer.

Finish your time in prayer.

GREATEST OF ALL TIME | WEEK 02



13

 DAY 2      Judges 2:6-3:6

 DAY 2      Judges 2:6-3:6

   Day 4                Mark 10:13-16, 42-45

   Day 5                   Mark 12:29-31

Finish your time in prayer.

Finish your time in prayer.
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Group Discussion
WEEK 02

INTRO DISCUSSION
In what ways have you seen the value of human life decrease in the eyes of 
western culture?

Why do you think abortion continues to be a hot topic? What are the underlying 
issues involved?

OPEN SHARING (use these questions to look back at your O, M & As of your devotions)
How did God get your attention this week in your devotional reading?

Was there any specific way you wanted to apply your reading into your life?

FINAL QUESTIONS
How should Christians view all human life? Are there limitations? 

According to the scriptures, at what point do you think God treats the unborn as 
a person?

What are the implications of treating the unborn as your neighbor? What would 
it look like to love and serve them?

Who else is at risk of being denied the value human life deserves?

PRAYER
Lord, it is incredible that You are mindful of us, that You care for us and even 
have glory prepared for us. As I think of the wonder You put into creating me, 
I am thankful, and I am humbled. Lord, help me to give other “fearfully and 
wonderfully made” unborn humans the chance at life outside the womb. Help me 
to know how I can advocate for babies and their parents, not only for life, but life 
eternal with You. Amen.

GREATEST OF ALL TIME | WEEK 02
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Notes/Prayers
WEEK 02

PARTNER HIGHLIGHT

Pregnancy Resource Center Medical Clinic
A licensed medical clinic offering services and pregnancy help at no cost to 
its patients. The Clinic provides free pregnancy tests, limited ultrasounds, and 
information on pregnancy options. Their mission is to share the love of Jesus Christ 
to women, men, and families faced with unplanned pregnancies, empowering 
them to make life-affirming choices; to offer compassionate support for those 
who have experienced abortion; and to promote abstinence as a valuable lifestyle 
for unmarried persons regardless of age. 

Need Help?   prcmedicalclinic.com   |    Want to Help?   friendsofprcsc.com
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Praying for Life
A PRAYER EXPERIENCE

Each January, churches across the country commit themselves to observing the sanctity 
of human life while praying for our nation and the pro-life movement. The following is 
a prayer guide resource put together by a pregnancy care services center in Minnesota. 
Let’s join with Christians across our nation calling on God and expecting Him to move.

As you begin... Remember the Lord’s character and praise Him (5 min)                                                                                                 
“The Lord looks from heaven; He sees all the sons of men. From the place of His dwelling 
He looks on all the inhabitants of the earth; He fashions their hearts individually; He 
considers all their works.” — Psalm 33:13-15

Lord, you are enthroned above all. You are perfect in mercy, power, knowledge, and 
righteousness, and you look upon me with love. You see me and you see the events of 
this world. You are completely present. Thank you.

“O Lord, our Lord, how excellent is your name in all the earth, who have set your 
glory above all the heavens! Out of the mouth of babes and nursing infants you have 
ordained strength, because of your enemies, that you may silence the enemy and the 
avenger. When I consider your heavens, the work of your fingers, the moon and the 
stars, which you have ordained, what is man that you are mindful of him, and the son 
of man that you visit him? For You have made him a little lower than the angels, and 
you have crowned him with glory and honor.” — Psalm 8:2-5

Lord, there is no one like you. How wonderful and excellent is your name! By your 
strong hand, intricate life is created, sin is defeated, and people of this earth are 
transformed into new creations. I see your glory all around me: in your creation, in 
my relationships, and in my community. Thank you for every woman, man, and family 
that you have knit together for your purposes. I praise you.

Take a moment... Remember the mission of PRC San Clemente:    (5 min)
To share the love of Jesus Christ to women, men, and families faced with unplanned 
pregnancies, empowering them to make life-affirming choices; to offer compassionate 
support for those who have experienced abortion; and to promote abstinence as a 
valuable lifestyle for unmarried persons regardless of age.

“How precious is your lovingkindness, O God! Therefore the children of men put their 
trust under the shadow of Your wings. . . . For with you is the fountain of life; in your 
light we see light. Oh, continue your lovingkindness to those who know you, and your 
righteousness to the upright in heart.” — Psalm 36:7-10

Lord, you are the loving creator of all life. You are the Way, the Truth, and the Life. 
I grieve over the brokenness of the world and the loss of life through abortion. I am 
saddened by the lies of the enemy that discourage women and men as they experience 
heartache, sexual struggles, seemingly impossible circumstances, difficulty in parenting, 
unplanned pregnancies, and even seasons of great joy. Thank you for the ways you are 
saving lives, changing hearts, building families, and restoring hope in this world. Please 
help me to align my mind and heart with your will and truth during this time of prayer.
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Next... Bring these prayers to the Lord:  (15 min)

Care Centers
Thank the Lord for the children in this world, born and unborn, who are made in His 
image. Pray that He would keep them safe, provide for them, and reveal Himself to 
those who do not yet know Him.

Pray that He would guide and strengthen women and men who believe abortion is 
their only option. Pray for their conflicted hearts to find Christ’s peace, understanding, 
and wisdom as they make decisions about their pregnancies. Pray that God will create 
divine appointments for broken and hurting people to encounter Him.

Praise the Lord for the abortion-vulnerable and abortion-determined women and men 
who have chosen life, despite all obstacles. Pray that He would continue nurturing 
strong families, restoring hope, and changing hearts in your community. Pray that the 
Lord would open your eyes and soften your heart to personally see those around you 
who need support.

Adoptions
Pray for expectant mothers and fathers as they begin the journey of lovingly placing 
their child for adoption. Pray that the Lord would provide clarity for difficult decisions, 
peace as they grieve, and guidance. Pray for their precious children, that they would 
experience Christ’s comfort and sense of belonging as they are placed with a loving 
family.

Pray that the Lord would continue to draw near to adoptive and waiting families 
through the difficult, yet hope-filled, adoption process. Ask the Lord to give them 
patience, joy, peace, and discernment. Pray that He will be preparing their hearts and 
homes even now for what He has planned for them. Praise God for adoptive parents 
that He has appointed to adopt this year.

Conquerors
Pray for the women and men in your community who have abortion as a part of their 
story. Pray that they would find complete healing and forgiveness in the Lord, through 
faith in Christ’s sufficient death on the cross. Pray that they would experience the new, 
redeemed life that is found only in Him. Ask the Lord to show them that they are no 
longer defined by their sins when they are under His grace.

Pray for the government and rulers of our nation and the state of California. Pray that 
they would seek the Lord and establish laws that protect and strengthen women and 
children. Praise the Lord for His sovereignty over all things.

As you end... Entrust these prayers to the Lord’s care:    (5 min)
Lord, your thoughts are higher than my thoughts, and your ways are higher than my 
ways. Lead me in your righteousness and justice, so that I may sacrificially defend, 
honor, and pour out myself for others, as you did for me. You are mighty to save. You 
are worthy of all honor and praise, and I thank you for hearing my prayers, always. 

“Now to him who is able to do far more abundantly than all that we ask or think, 
according to the power at work within us, to him be glory in the church and in Christ 
Jesus throughout all generations, forever and ever. Amen.” — Ephesians 3:20-21



18

WEEK 03 | January 28, 2024

BIG IDEA

NOTES

RESPONSE

S E R M O N  N O T E S

*If you miss this week’s sermon, go to 
southshores.org/sermonsGREATEST OF ALL TIME | WEEK 03
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Soak
Read the passage slowly asking the Holy Spirit to open it to you. What from its 
surroundings or style is important?
Observe
Take note of what is there. What is going on? What seems significant? Do you 
have any questions you’d like to ask the author?
Meaning
Think through why this is in the Bible. What is the author trying to say? What is 
the main point of the passage? Who is Jesus and what did He come to do?
Apply
The goal is transformation. How will the meaning of this passage transform your 
head (knowledge/beliefs), heart (desires/attitudes), and hands (actions/habits)?

Finish your time in prayer.

   Day 1                        Mark 13:1-13

03

southshores.org/soma
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 DAY 2      Judges 2:6-3:6

 DAY 2      Judges 2:6-3:6

   Day 2                        Mark 13:14-23

   Day 3                     Daniel 9:20-27

Finish your time in prayer.

Finish your time in prayer.

GREATEST OF ALL TIME | WEEK 03
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 DAY 2      Judges 2:6-3:6

 DAY 2      Judges 2:6-3:6

   Day 4              2 Thessalonians 2:1-12

   Day 5                    2 Peter 3:10-18

Finish your time in prayer.

Finish your time in prayer.



22

Group Discussion
WEEK 03

INTRO DISCUSSION
What are you hopeful for in the next 5-10 years? What are you fearful of?

How do these thoughts about the future impact how you live now?

OPEN SHARING (use these questions to look back at your O, M & As of your devotions)
How did God get your attention this week in your devotional reading?

Was there any specific way you wanted to apply your reading into your life?

FINAL QUESTIONS
Admittedly, these teachings of Jesus can be difficult to understand. However, what 
do you think is the intended effect on His disciples?

What should the attitude of the Christian be toward increased tribulations and the 
expectation of Jesus’ return?

What should the Christian avoid in our waiting?

Looking closer at 2 Peter, how should “the end” impact how we live now?

PRAYER
Lord, there are far bigger events in the works than I can really understand. Yet, I 
know from Your word, that You have planned them and You will not be surprised. 
Instead, we will ultimately see You work all of this for Your glory and the good of 
Your people. Help us Lord to be diligent, to be found without spot or blemish, and 
at peace. Help us not to be carried away with rumors or error, but that we might 
grow in the grace and knowledge of You, our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. Amen.

GREATEST OF ALL TIME | WEEK 03
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Notes/Prayers
WEEK 03

WORKING IT OUT

QUICK FACTS

What is the “abomination of desolation”?
In 168 BC, Syrian general,  Antiochus IV (Epiphanes), outraged the Jewish 
people by erecting an altar to Zeus on the altar of burnt offering in the temple 
and sacrificing a pig on it. In the writings of the time, this was called “the 
abomination that causes desolation.” This event is recalled as a prefigurement or 
symbol of something equally outrageous and cataclysmic to occur in the future. 
Three possible options for identifying the ‘abomination that causes desolation’: 1) 
Roman emperor Caligula (AD 37-41) attempting to erect statues of himself in the 
temple (but he never succeeded). 2) The destruction of the temple by Titus in AD 
70. 3) The “man of lawlessness” from 2 Thessalonians. A fourth option is that It 
could allude to the destruction of the temple, but not be exhausted by it—referring 
also to the advent of the Antichrist.
James R. Edwards, The Gospel according to Mark, The Pillar New Testament Commentary (Grand 
Rapids, MI; Leicester, England: Eerdmans; Apollos, 2002), 398–399.
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WEEK 04 | February 4, 2024

BIG IDEA

NOTES

RESPONSE

S E R M O N  N O T E S

*If you miss this week’s sermon, go to 
southshores.org/sermonsGREATEST OF ALL TIME | WEEK 04
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Soak
Read the passage slowly asking the Holy Spirit to open it to you. What from its 
surroundings or style is important?
Observe
Take note of what is there. What is going on? What seems significant? Do you 
have any questions you’d like to ask the author?
Meaning
Think through why this is in the Bible. What is the author trying to say? What is 
the main point of the passage? Who is Jesus and what did He come to do?
Apply
The goal is transformation. How will the meaning of this passage transform your 
head (knowledge/beliefs), heart (desires/attitudes), and hands (actions/habits)?

Finish your time in prayer.

   Day 1                       Mark 13:24-31

04

southshores.org/soma
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 DAY 2      Judges 2:6-3:6

 DAY 2      Judges 2:6-3:6

   DAY 2                    Isaiah 13:6-13

   DAY 3                       Mark 13:32-37

Finish your time in prayer.

Finish your time in prayer.

GREATEST OF ALL TIME | WEEK 04
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 DAY 2      Judges 2:6-3:6

 DAY 2      Judges 2:6-3:6

   DAY 4              1 Thessalonians 5:1-11

   DAY 5                     Luke 12:35-40

Finish your time in prayer.

Finish your time in prayer.
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Group Discussion
WEEK 04

INTRO DISCUSSION
What does it look like for you to prepare your home for a neighbor or a family 
member to visit?

How would it be different if you were inviting over your boss? Or the President?

OPEN SHARING (use these questions to look back at your O, M & As of your devotions)
How did God get your attention this week in your devotional reading?

Was there any specific way you wanted to apply your reading into your life?

FINAL QUESTIONS
Jesus speaks about readiness, but also about not knowing when. How do these two 
ideas combine?

What do you think it means to be ready or to stay awake? What does that look like 
in your life?

What do faith, hope, and love have to do with readiness?

How do encouragement and building up one another fit in with being ready?

PRAYER
Lord, help us to stay ready and stay awake. It is so easy to think that we have all 
the time in the world to focus on the things that seem important right now. Help 
us to remind each other and to keep our focus on living for Jesus in the light. Help 
us put on the breastplate of faith and love and the helmet of hope of salvation. 
Daily inspire us to encourage one another and to build one another up into wise 
servants, awake and ready to serve our Master. Amen.

GREATEST OF ALL TIME | WEEK 04
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Notes/Prayers
WEEK 04

QUICK FACTS

What is the “day of the Lord”?
The time when God reveals His sovereignty over human powers and human 
existence. It does not in itself designate the time perspective of the event, whether 
it is past, present, or future. The OT language of the Day of the Lord is thus aimed 
at warning sinners among God’s people of the danger of trusting in traditional 
religion without commitment to God and His way of life. It is language that could 
be aimed at judging Israel or that could be used to promise deliverance from evil 
enemies. New Testament writers took up the OT expression to point to Christ’s 
final victory and the final judgment of sinners.
Chad Brand et al., eds., “Day of the Lord,” Holman Illustrated Bible Dictionary (Nashville, TN: 
Holman Bible Publishers, 2003), 397.
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WEEK 05 | February 11, 2024

BIG IDEA

NOTES

RESPONSE

S E R M O N  N O T E S

*If you miss this week’s sermon, go to 
southshores.org/sermonsGREATEST OF ALL TIME | WEEK 05
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Soak
Read the passage slowly asking the Holy Spirit to open it to you. What from its 
surroundings or style is important?
Observe
Take note of what is there. What is going on? What seems significant? Do you 
have any questions you’d like to ask the author?
Meaning
Think through why this is in the Bible. What is the author trying to say? What is 
the main point of the passage? Who is Jesus and what did He come to do?
Apply
The goal is transformation. How will the meaning of this passage transform your 
head (knowledge/beliefs), heart (desires/attitudes), and hands (actions/habits)?

Finish your time in prayer.

   Day 1                      MARK 14:1-2

05

southshores.org/soma
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 DAY 2      Judges 2:6-3:6

 DAY 2      Judges 2:6-3:6

   Day 2                Deuteronomy 16:1-8

   Day 3                     Mark 14:3-9

Finish your time in prayer.

Finish your time in prayer.

GREATEST OF ALL TIME | WEEK 05
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 DAY 2      Judges 2:6-3:6

 DAY 2      Judges 2:6-3:6

   Day 4                        Deuteronomy 15:7-11

   Day 5                          Mark 14:10-11

Finish your time in prayer.

Finish your time in prayer.
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Group Discussion
WEEK 05

INTRO DISCUSSION
What are some holidays or rituals that you think have become more about the 
motions than the meaning behind them?

Where is this most obvious?

OPEN SHARING (use these questions to look back at your O, M & As of your devotions)
How did God get your attention this week in your devotional reading?

Was there any specific way you wanted to apply your reading into your life?

FINAL QUESTIONS
How would you describe the essential purpose of the Passover celebration?

Who had lost sight of its intention? How?

How does the woman who anoints Jesus’ feet, fit in with the truer meaning of 
Passover?

Where does worshipping Jesus fit into your list of priorities? How have you lost 
sight of it and how can you get it back into focus?

PRAYER
Lord, You make a big deal about the things that we should make a big deal about. 
Your heart and Your care is for the poor—and You have a purpose for us to serve 
them with an open hand. And yet, greater still, You entreat us to notice and to exalt 
Your incredible work of salvation. Stir in us a heart to worship You, to love You, 
even at great cost, and to praise Your saving actions. Help us to remember them 
and tell them to others. Guide us into imitating the radical love of this woman. 
Amen.

GREATEST OF ALL TIME | WEEK 05
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Notes/Prayers
WEEK 05

QUICK FACTS

What is “pure nard”?
An ointment extracted from the Nardostachys jatamansi plant found in the 
Himalayas of India. The distance required to import the ointment to Palestine 
added to its value. The roots and stems of the plant are used to produce an aromatic 
oil that serves as a cosmetic, a perfume, and a stimulant. This expensive ointment 
was often stored in alabaster boxes and opened only on special occasions, e.g., to 
anoint people of honor, as seen in the anointing of Jesus (Mark 14:3; John 12:3).
L. Thomas III Strong, “Nard,” ed. David Noel Freedman, Allen C. Myers, and Astrid B. Beck, 
Eerdmans Dictionary of the Bible (Grand Rapids, MI: W.B. Eerdmans, 2000), 948.
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WEEK 06 | February 18, 2024

BIG IDEA

NOTES

RESPONSE

S E R M O N  N O T E S

*If you miss this week’s sermon, go to 
southshores.org/sermonsGREATEST OF ALL TIME | WEEK 06
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Soak
Read the passage slowly asking the Holy Spirit to open it to you. What from its 
surroundings or style is important?
Observe
Take note of what is there. What is going on? What seems significant? Do you 
have any questions you’d like to ask the author?
Meaning
Think through why this is in the Bible. What is the author trying to say? What is 
the main point of the passage? Who is Jesus and what did He come to do?
Apply
The goal is transformation. How will the meaning of this passage transform your 
head (knowledge/beliefs), heart (desires/attitudes), and hands (actions/habits)?

Finish your time in prayer.

   Day 1                        Mark 14:12-21
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 DAY 2      Judges 2:6-3:6

 DAY 2      Judges 2:6-3:6

   Day 2                        Psalm 41:1-13

   Day 3                      Mark 14:22-25

Finish your time in prayer.

Finish your time in prayer.

GREATEST OF ALL TIME | WEEK 06
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 DAY 2      Judges 2:6-3:6

 DAY 2      Judges 2:6-3:6

   Day 4                Jeremiah 31:31-34

   Day 5                       Hebrews 9:11-15

Finish your time in prayer.

Finish your time in prayer.
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Group Discussion
WEEK 06

INTRO DISCUSSION
How would you describe the phrase, “paradigm shift”? How is it used?

Where have you experienced one in work, education, or other area of life?

OPEN SHARING (use these questions to look back at your O, M & As of your devotions)
How did God get your attention this week in your devotional reading?

Was there any specific way you wanted to apply your reading into your life?

FINAL QUESTIONS
Why do you think the Messiah had to experience betrayal?

How has the Lord’s Supper (Communion) been significant in your life?

What is “New” or better about the New Covenant?

Hebrews states that Jesus’ blood frees us to “serve the living God.” What does it 
look like for you to serve God?

PRAYER
Lord Jesus, we thank You for fulfilling the Old Covenant and establishing the New. 
We thank You for putting Your law within us, writing it in our hearts, forgiving 
our sin, and causing us to know You. We praise You for purifying our conscience 
from dead works, freeing us from being trapped in a cycle of obligation and guilt, 
so we may serve the living God without restraint and receive the promised eternal 
inheritance guaranteed by Jesus’ blood. Amen.

GREATEST OF ALL TIME | WEEK 06
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Notes/Prayers
WEEK 06

QUICK FACTS

What is the “New Covenant”?
In this covenant, obligations would not be forcibly imposed but freely embraced 
due to a transformation of the human heart. The early Christians linked this 
prophetic hope with Jesus’ Last Supper allusion to a “new covenant.” For them, the 
resurrection of Jesus not only vindicated his teaching but linked God’s ultimate 
“will” or “testament” not to the Sinai covenant but to the fellowship of those who 
are “in Christ.”
Gary A. Herion, “Covenant,” ed. David Noel Freedman, Allen C. Myers, and Astrid B. Beck, Eerdmans 
Dictionary of the Bible (Grand Rapids, MI: W.B. Eerdmans, 2000), 291–292.
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WEEK 07 | February 25, 2024

BIG IDEA

NOTES

RESPONSE

S E R M O N  N O T E S

*If you miss this week’s sermon, go to 
southshores.org/sermonsGREATEST OF ALL TIME | WEEK 07



43

Soak
Read the passage slowly asking the Holy Spirit to open it to you. What from its 
surroundings or style is important?
Observe
Take note of what is there. What is going on? What seems significant? Do you 
have any questions you’d like to ask the author?
Meaning
Think through why this is in the Bible. What is the author trying to say? What is 
the main point of the passage? Who is Jesus and what did He come to do?
Apply
The goal is transformation. How will the meaning of this passage transform your 
head (knowledge/beliefs), heart (desires/attitudes), and hands (actions/habits)?

Finish your time in prayer.

   Day 1                      Mark 14:26-31
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 DAY 2      Judges 2:6-3:6

 DAY 2      Judges 2:6-3:6

   Day 2                Zechariah 13:1-9

   Day 3                       Mark 14:32-42

Finish your time in prayer.

Finish your time in prayer.

GREATEST OF ALL TIME | WEEK 07
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 DAY 2      Judges 2:6-3:6

 DAY 2      Judges 2:6-3:6

   Day 4                                  Isaiah 51:17-23

   DAY 5                          Psalm 43:1-5

Finish your time in prayer.

Finish your time in prayer.
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Group Discussion
WEEK 07

INTRO DISCUSSION
When have you experienced a dark moment where there seemed to be no hope?

What was it like to pray? What were your prayers like?

OPEN SHARING (use these questions to look back at your O, M & As of your devotions)
How did God get your attention this week in your devotional reading?

Was there any specific way you wanted to apply your reading into your life?

FINAL QUESTIONS
What would it be like to know that not only would a friend betray you, but all your 
other friends would also leave in your moment of greatest need?

What was Jesus going through in the garden? Why was he distressed and troubled?

What was the significance of the cup? Why is it okay for Jesus to pray and ask God 
to remove it?

How does Jesus’ experience and the prayer in Psalm 43 help you for the next time 
you experience a dark and distant moment?

PRAYER
Lord, sometimes I have felt like You abandoned me. I have felt like You weren’t 
there when I needed You. And yet, You were exactly in the garden when I needed, 
and even when everyone else left You, You didn’t abandon me. You took the cup of 
suffering. You were willing to undergo the distress and the trouble. Strengthen me, 
Jesus, so that when I am downcast, when I am in turmoil, I may trust in You and 
confess, “Yet not what I will, but what You will.” Help me to hope in God. Amen. 

GREATEST OF ALL TIME | WEEK 07
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Notes/Prayers
WEEK 07

 

QUICK FACTS

“Your Will Be Done”
For Christ’s followers, “Not my will, but yours be done” is the definitive prayer 
that never fails. According to 1 John 5:14–15, we can pray with confidence “if 
we ask according to his will.” In fact, one of the primary purposes of prayer is 
to allow the will of God to be accomplished and to bring glory and honor to His 
name on earth. Jesus taught His disciples to pray, “Our Father in heaven, hallowed 
be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven”. 
Those who pray this way, desiring God’s will above all else, reveal that they are 
indeed Christ’s disciples. When Jesus said, “Not my will, but yours be done,” He 
surrendered His own will to God’s, fully convinced that His Father knew what 
was best. When we pray this way, we yield ourselves to God’s wisdom, trusting 
Him to work out what’s best for our lives, too.

https://www.gotquestions.org/not-my-will-but-yours-be-done.html
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50 Ideas for Serving in Your 
Neighborhood

A SERVE EXPERIENCE

Want to serve those on your street or in your apartment complex? There are nearly 
endless ways to proactively love your neighbors. Here are 50 examples of ways to 
serve in your neighborhoods. Pick one (or two, or three) of these ideas and start put-
ting into practice what we see Jesus calling us to live out!

Out and About
Here are some ways you can get outside and get some exercise 
while serving!
1. Clean up the park
2. Help neighbors take out the trash
3. Pick up litter around the neighborhood
4. Adopt a yard in your neighborhood to mow and maintain
5. Pick up neighbors’ newspapers and put them on their doorsteps
6. Use sidewalk chalk to write encouraging messages to your neighbors
7. Lead group exercise classes for your apartment complex
8. Connect with others by playing sports at your local park or gym
9. Organize quarterly “work days” for people to come together and get to know each 
other while serving the neighborhood
10. Go for a walk and pray for each neighbor as you pass their house

Hosting at Home
Invite neighbors over to your place and demonstrate the gift of 
hospitality.
11. Host a backyard Bible study
12. Pass out donuts in your front yard to families on their way to school
13. Host a tailgate party before the big game
14. Invite neighbors over for a game night
15. Coordinate a block party to build relationships with neighbors
16. Organize a chili cookoff
17. Fire up the grill and have a B.Y.O.M. (bring your own meat) cookout
18. Host themed movie nights
19. Invite your neighbors over for a meal
20. Throw a “build your own sundae” ice cream party
21. Teach a cooking class in your kitchen
22. Host a holiday potluck for anyone who doesn’t have a family gathering to attend
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Ready-Made Service
You don’t always need to create projects; you can serve through an 
existing activities or organizations in your neighborhood.
23. Coach a kids sports team
24. Lead a club that your kids are involved in
25. Volunteer to serve at your local school
26. Serve on the PTA board
27. Join NextDoor to connect with neighbors, meet needs, and pray for them
28. Volunteer at a local festival
29. Serve with the neighborhood crime watch
30. Invite neighbors to join you for a service day at a local charity
31. Volunteer to deliver Meals on Wheels to elderly neighbors

Who’s in Your Ditch?
A big part of serving is seeing the needs in front of you— and 
responding!
32. After a storm, go around the neighborhood and offer to help with clean up
33. When a neighbor has a baby, is dealing with a medical issue, or is facing any 
kind of crisis, offer to help them with daily tasks (such as doing the laundry, cleaning 
house, or cooking meals) 
34. If you see a neighbor working on their car or house, grab your tools and go help
35. Take care of a neighbor’s pets while they are out of town
36. Arrange to pick up your neighbor’s child from school or sports
37. Babysit so neighboring parents can attend a community group or go on a date
38. Tutor neighborhood families
39. Help neighbors who are moving
40. Hold a prayer meeting for neighbors during a time of crisis

Give & Go
Sometimes a timely gift means the world, and it is always better to 
give than to receive.
41. Bake treats for your apartment complex’s office staff
42. Deliver food to your local fire station
43. Introduce yourself to new neighbors with a welcome basket of goodies
44. Share fresh vegetables from your garden with your neighbors
45. Set up a bake sale or lemonade stand to raise money for charity
46. Organize a neighborhood canned food drive
47. Buy gifts for local families in need during Christmas
48. Create and distribute “homeless care kits” to homeless people you come across
49. Provide school supplies for children or teachers in your neighborhood
50. Give Bibles or biblical books to neighbors

Adapted from serving resource from Watermark Community Church.
watermark.org



50

WEEK 08 | March 3, 2024

BIG IDEA

NOTES

RESPONSE

S E R M O N  N O T E S

*If you miss this week’s sermon, go to 
southshores.org/sermonsGREATEST OF ALL TIME | WEEK 08
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Soak
Read the passage slowly asking the Holy Spirit to open it to you. What from its 
surroundings or style is important?
Observe
Take note of what is there. What is going on? What seems significant? Do you 
have any questions you’d like to ask the author?
Meaning
Think through why this is in the Bible. What is the author trying to say? What is 
the main point of the passage? Who is Jesus and what did He come to do?
Apply
The goal is transformation. How will the meaning of this passage transform your 
head (knowledge/beliefs), heart (desires/attitudes), and hands (actions/habits)?

Finish your time in prayer.

   Day 1                      Mark 14:43-52

08
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 DAY 2      Judges 2:6-3:6

 DAY 2      Judges 2:6-3:6

   Day 2                    Mark 14:53-65

   Day 3                       Mark 14:66-72

Finish your time in prayer.

Finish your time in prayer.

GREATEST OF ALL TIME | WEEK 08
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 DAY 2      Judges 2:6-3:6

 DAY 2      Judges 2:6-3:6

   Day 4                        Exodus 3:13-15 & Daniel 7:13-14

   DAY 5                           Psalm 2:1-12

Finish your time in prayer.

Finish your time in prayer.
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Group Discussion
WEEK 08

INTRO DISCUSSION
What has been your court room experience? Positives? Negatives?

What are the risks inherent in human law keeping?

OPEN SHARING (use these questions to look back at your O, M & As of your devotions)
How did God get your attention this week in your devotional reading?

Was there any specific way you wanted to apply your reading into your life?

FINAL QUESTIONS
How many different people and institutions fail Jesus in these verses?

Why do you think Jesus answered the high priest the way He did (Mk 14:62)?

How did Jesus understand His own identity?

There was an apparent imbalance of power in the courtroom that day; how does 
Psalm 2 help you understand the real imbalance of power?

PRAYER
Lord, You allowed yourself to be betrayed, seized, abandoned, falsely accused, beat 
up, and denied. You suffered injustice at the hands of a court that had no authority 
over You. You fell prey to the plans of self-absorbed and small thinking men. And 
yet, Your word says their plot, their schemes were in vain: God laughs. Help us 
to be wise and to give allegiance to the King of kings, to take refuge in His grace. 
God’s plans will stand—let us serve Him with the fear, reverence, and rejoicing He 
deserves. Amen. 

GREATEST OF ALL TIME | WEEK 08
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Notes/Prayers
WEEK 08

 

QUICK FACTS

What is the Sanhedrin?
The highest Jewish council in the first century. The council had 71 members and 
was presided over by the high priest. The Sanhedrin included both of the main 
Jewish parties among its membership: Sadducees and Pharisees. During the first 
century the Sanhedrin exerted authority under the watchful eye of the Romans. 
Generally, the Roman governor allowed the Sanhedrin considerable autonomy 
and authority. The trial of Jesus, however, shows that the Sanhedrin did not have 
the authority to condemn people to death.
Robert J. Dean, “Sanhedrin,” ed. Chad Brand et al., Holman Illustrated Bible Dictionary (Nashville, 
TN: Holman Bible Publishers, 2003), 1445.
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WEEK 09 | March 10, 2024

BIG IDEA

NOTES

RESPONSE

S E R M O N  N O T E S

*If you miss this week’s sermon, go to 
southshores.org/sermonsGREATEST OF ALL TIME | WEEK 09
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Soak
Read the passage slowly asking the Holy Spirit to open it to you. What from its 
surroundings or style is important?
Observe
Take note of what is there. What is going on? What seems significant? Do you 
have any questions you’d like to ask the author?
Meaning
Think through why this is in the Bible. What is the author trying to say? What is 
the main point of the passage? Who is Jesus and what did He come to do?
Apply
The goal is transformation. How will the meaning of this passage transform your 
head (knowledge/beliefs), heart (desires/attitudes), and hands (actions/habits)?

Finish your time in prayer.

   Day 1                          Mark 15:1-15

09
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 DAY 2      Judges 2:6-3:6

 DAY 2      Judges 2:6-3:6

   Day 2                           Acts 4:23-28

   Day 3                          Mark 15:16-20

Finish your time in prayer.

Finish your time in prayer.

GREATEST OF ALL TIME | WEEK 09
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 DAY 2      Judges 2:6-3:6

 DAY 2      Judges 2:6-3:6

   DAY 4                          Mark 15:21-32

   DAY 5                          Isaiah 53:1-7

Finish your time in prayer.

Finish your time in prayer.
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Group Discussion
WEEK 09

INTRO DISCUSSION
Discuss the following quote:

“Before we can begin to see the cross as something done for us, we have to see it 
as something done by us.” — John R.W. Stott

OPEN SHARING (use these questions to look back at your O, M & As of your devotions)
How did God get your attention this week in your devotional reading?

Was there any specific way you wanted to apply your reading into your life?

FINAL QUESTIONS
How often is Jesus referred to as a king in these passages?

How does the author, Mark, make Jesus’ innocence known?

What emotions do you feel while reading the account of Jesus’ crucifixion?

Why didn’t Jesus save himself? And why do we make so much about the 
crucifixion?

PRAYER
Lord, would a king stay silent when falsely accused? Would he leave his fate up 
to an envious crowd? Would a king allow himself to be mocked, crowned with 
thorns, struck, and given false homage? Would a king be assigned to death among 
criminals, silent before the jeers and accusations of others? Would a king have 
his power and motives questions, reviled, and disbelieved? He would if He came 
to bear our grief and carry our sorrows. He would if he came to heal through His 
wounds and forgive through being pierced. The King of kings would do all of these 
if His chastisement, His oppression, would bring us peace. Thank you, Jesus. Amen.

GREATEST OF ALL TIME | WEEK 09
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Notes/Prayers
WEEK 09

QUICK FACTS

What happens during crucifixion?
A person crucified in Jesus’ day was first of all scourged (beaten with a whip 
consisting of thongs with pieces of metal or bone attached to the end) or at least 
flogged until the blood flowed. This was not done just out of cruelty but was 
designed to hasten death and lessen the terrible ordeal. After the beating, the 
victim was forced to bear the crossbeam to the execution site in order to signify 
that life was already over and to break the will to live. A tablet detailing the 
crime(s) was often placed around the criminal’s neck and then fastened to the 
cross. At the site the prisoner was often tied (the normal method) or nailed (if a 
quicker death was desired) to the crossbeam. The nail would be driven through the 
wrist rather than the palm, since the smaller bones of the hand could not support 
the weight of the body. The beam with the body was then lifted and tied to the 
already affixed upright pole. Pins or a small wooden block were placed halfway 
up to provide a seat for the body lest the nails tear open the wounds or the ropes 
force the arms from their sockets. Finally the feet were tied or nailed to the post. 
Death was caused by the loss of blood circulation and coronary failure. Especially 
if the victims were tied, it could take days of hideous pain as the extremities 
turned slowly gangrenous; so often the soldiers would break the victims legs with 
a club, causing massive shock and a quick death. Such deaths were usually done 
in public places, and the body was left to rot for days, with carrion birds allowed 
to degrade the corpse further.
Grant Osborne, “Cross, Crucifixion,” ed. Chad Brand et al., Holman Illustrated Bible Dictionary 
(Nashville, TN: Holman Bible Publishers, 2003), 368–369.
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WEEK 10 | March 17, 2024

BIG IDEA

NOTES

RESPONSE

S E R M O N  N O T E S

*If you miss this week’s sermon, go to 
southshores.org/sermonsGREATEST OF ALL TIME | WEEK 10
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Soak
Read the passage slowly asking the Holy Spirit to open it to you. What from its 
surroundings or style is important?
Observe
Take note of what is there. What is going on? What seems significant? Do you 
have any questions you’d like to ask the author?
Meaning
Think through why this is in the Bible. What is the author trying to say? What is 
the main point of the passage? Who is Jesus and what did He come to do?
Apply
The goal is transformation. How will the meaning of this passage transform your 
head (knowledge/beliefs), heart (desires/attitudes), and hands (actions/habits)?

Finish your time in prayer.

   Day 1                        Mark 15:33-41
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 DAY 2      Judges 2:6-3:6

 DAY 2      Judges 2:6-3:6

   Day 2                       Psalm 22:1-18

   Day 3                    Psalm 22:19-31

Finish your time in prayer.

Finish your time in prayer.

GREATEST OF ALL TIME | WEEK 10
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 DAY 2      Judges 2:6-3:6

 DAY 2      Judges 2:6-3:6

   Day 4                         Mark 15:42-47

   Day 5                               Isaiah 53:8-12

Finish your time in prayer.

Finish your time in prayer.
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Group Discussion
WEEK 10

INTRO DISCUSSION
“I have described atonement, the central doctrine of Christianity, as vicious, 
sado-masochistic and repellent. We should also dismiss it as barking mad,…. 
If God wanted to forgive our sins, why not just forgive them, without having 
himself tortured and executed in payment…?”

— Richard Dawkins, The God Delusion

How would you respond to Dawkins’ outrage and question?

OPEN SHARING (use these questions to look back at your O, M & As of your devotions)
How did God get your attention this week in your devotional reading?

Was there any specific way you wanted to apply your reading into your life?

FINAL QUESTIONS
What are all the different ways Jesus suffered on the cross?

Why are there other major events happening at the same time as Jesus’ death 
(darkness, earthquakes, temple curtain torn)?

Why does Jesus quote from Psalm 22? How does it expand your understanding 
of the cross?

What is your own personal reaction to Jesus’ doing all that was necessary to 
forgive your sins?

PRAYER
(For this final prayer, I’d encourage you to take time as a group to list out your 
wonder and gratitude to Jesus for what He underwent on your behalf).

GREATEST OF ALL TIME | WEEK 10



67

Notes/Prayers
WEEK 10

YOUR TURN

What was something you learned about Jesus, God, or 
yourself during this series?

Send an email to Pastor Derick: dzeulner@southshores.org
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Of Broken Fences & Divine Offences
By Pastor Derick Zeulner

Why did Jesus have to suffer and die so we could be forgiven? Couldn’t God just say, 
“You’re forgiven,” and wipe it all away?

Imagine you’re sixteen again, and heading over to your friend Jimmy’s house, you 
(recklessly) drive your car and wind up in his fence. Now, you’re fine and even the 
car is fine, but the fence is ruined. What can you do? You don’t have the money, the 
skills, or the time to fix it. And so you’re stuck. Depending on how fancy or expensive 
this fence is, it’s going to hang over your head for a very, very long time. But as you’re 
considering the money you’re going to have to earn and the time it will all take, Jimmy’s 
dad walks out, surveys the damage and says, “Ooh, that does not look good.” You hold 
your breath. “But, don’t worry about the damages. I’ll take care of it. All is forgiven.”

Now the forgiveness removes the cost from you, (which is good news for you), but it 
doesn’t fix the fence. If the fence is still going to be fixed, forgiveness shifts the cost from 
the perpetrator, the guilty party, to the one who was wronged. If Jimmy’s dad is going 
to forgive and still have a working fence, he will need to cover the costs himself. When 
wrong happens, there is always a cost, somebody must pay for it.

Unfortunately we are simply too used to our sins and thinking that it doesn’t have 
consequences. It may affect us, it may have some natural result that hurts us, or hurts 
the people around us, but the Bible is clear that its ultimate offence is against God. It 
breaks his laws, it upsets justice, it breaks His fence. And while God is merciful and 
ready to forgive us our wrongs, He is not content to merely leave the fence broken; that 
would not be just, that would not be right. And so, God takes on the cost to pay for it 
Himself. Like Jimmy’s dad who pays for the lumber, works the ground, and the beams 
and the boards, taking the time to make it right again, God came down in the form of 
a human man, to live, and then to shed his blood and die on our behalf. Through Jesus’ 
suffering and death, God takes on the cost of our sin to make it right. He both forgives 
and pays the price for justice to be reestablished.

Now is it possible that there is some otherworldly, non-dimensional, way to set justice 
back in order? To pay for sin within His non-physical self? Maybe. But that would kind  
of be like if you went back to your friend’s house and found no fence, but Jimmy’s dad 
explains that he built a new invisible fence at a property he has in Japan that you will 
never see. It makes no sense and it’s unintelligible to you— your forgiveness is spoken, 
but not assured by an demonstrable resetting of justice (new fence). But God chose to 
operate according to the ways laid out in the Old Testament, (shed blood, atonement) 
so we would understand what sin is and what justice requires. Then He accomplished 
it in a promised and very human way, one that both disturbs our senses, helping us 
understand the gravity of our sin, and serves to remind us of the incredible love that 
restores sinners. God doesn’t just mend fences, He justifies and gives eternal life.

Derick Zeulner is the associate pastor of communications and discipleship at 
South Shores Church.



We will complete our study in Mark on Easter Sunday, March 31, 2024. 
Make sure to spend time reading Mark 16 in preparation.
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