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Abraham’s New Plan

Genesis 16:1-16

“Now Sarai, Abram's wife, had borne him no children. She had a female Egyptian servant whose name
was Hagar. And Sarai said to Abram, ‘Behold now, the Lord has prevented me from bearing children. Go in
to my servant; it may be that I shall obtain children by her.’ And Abram listened to the voice of Sarai. So,
after Abram had lived ten years in the land of Canaan, Sarai, Abram's wife, took Hagar the Egyptian, her
servant, and gave her to Abram her husband as a wife. And he went in to Hagar, and she conceived. And
when she saw that she had conceived, she looked with contempt on her mistress.” Genesis 16:1-4
•

Abraham and Sarah take MATTERS into their own hands.

“

And Sarai said to Abram, ‘May the wrong done to me be on you! I gave my servant to your embrace, and
when she saw that she had conceived, she looked on me with contempt. May the Lord judge between you
and me!’ But Abram said to Sarai, ‘Behold, your servant is in your power; do to her as you please.’ Then
Sarai dealt harshly with her, and she fled from her.” Genesis 16:5-6
”The angel of the Lord found her by a spring of water in the wilderness, the spring on the way to Shur. And
he said, ‘Hagar, servant of Sarai, where have you come from and where are you going?’ She said, ‘I am
fleeing from my mistress Sarai.” The angel of the Lord said to her, ‘Return to your mistress and submit to
her.’ The angel of the Lord also said to her, ‘I will surely multiply your offspring so that they cannot be
numbered for multitude.’” Genesis 16:7-10
•

God always makes a WAY when there was no way.

•

Trust God not only to GUIDE but to PROVIDE.

Surrendering the Plan To God

Genesis 17:15-27

“’I will make you exceedingly fruitful, and I will make you into nations, and kings shall come from you. And I
will establish my covenant between me and you and your offspring after you throughout their generations for
an everlasting covenant, to be God to you and to your offspring after you. And I will give to you and to your
offspring after you the land of your sojournings, all the land of Canaan, for an everlasting possession, and I
will be their God.’ And God said to Abraham, ‘As for you, you shall keep my covenant, you and your
offspring after you throughout their generations. This is my covenant, which you shall keep, between me and
you and your offspring after you: Every male among you shall be circumcised. You shall be circumcised in
the flesh of your foreskins, and it shall be a sign of the covenant between me and you.” Genesis 17:6-11
•

Circumcision was a sign of IDENTIFICATION with the promises and plan of God.

•

God clarifies the plan, PROMISING a son through Sarah.

“

And God said to Abraham, ‘As for Sarai your wife, you shall not call her name Sarai, but Sarah shall be her
name. I will bless her, and moreover, I will give you a son by her. I will bless her, and she shall become
nations; kings of peoples shall come from her.’ Then Abraham fell on his face and laughed and said to
himself, ‘Shall a child be born to a man who is a hundred years old? Shall Sarah, who is ninety years old,
bear a child?’ And Abraham said to God, ‘Oh that Ishmael might live before you!’ God said, ‘No, but Sarah

your wife shall bear you a son, and you shall call his name Isaac. I will establish my covenant with him as an
everlasting covenant for his offspring after him.’” Genesis 17:15-19
Surrendering the Son

Genesis 21:1-21

“Come now, you who say, ‘Today or tomorrow we will go into such and such a town and spend a year there
and trade and make a profit’ – yet you do not know what tomorrow will bring. What is your life? For you are a
mist that appears for a little time and then vanishes. Instead you ought to say, ‘If the Lord wills, we will live
and do this or that.’ As it is, you boast in your arrogance. All such boasting is evil.” James 4:13-16
“We were buried therefore with Him by baptism into death, in order that, just as Christ was raised from the
dead by the glory of the Father, we too might walk in newness of life.” Romans 6:4
•

God doesn’t just make the plans; He is Lord over ALL.

“The Lord visited Sarah as He had said, and the Lord did to Sarah as He had promised. And
Sarah conceived and bore Abraham a son in his old age at the time of which God had spoken to
him. Abraham called the name of his son who was born to him, whom Sarah bore him, Isaac.
And Abraham circumcised his son Isaac when he was eight days old, as God had commanded
him. Abraham was a hundred years old when his son Isaac was born to him. And Sarah said, ‘God has
made laughter for me; everyone who hears will laugh over me.’ And she said, ‘Who would have said to
Abraham that Sarah would nurse children? Yet I have borne him a son in his old age.’” Genesis 21:1-7
•

We need to surrender our plans and our STUFF to God.

Family Connection:
Preschool-K: God gives us everything we need. How can you show God that you know everything you have is
really His?
Grades 1-5: How does knowing that God owns everything you have change how you feel about all your stuff?
Grades 6-12: Who are the people in your life who have modeled what it means to own or be part of a vision or
purpose? What kinds of things do you believe in strongly enough to given generously of yourself to? What
makes it difficult to surrender all of yourself to God?

