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Exploring Membership at
Sovereign Grace Church
I.

What is the purpose of this class?
This class is designed to introduce you to Sovereign Grace Church (SGC). We want to
provide you with a clear and informative overview of this church, seeking to answer
important questions like, “What does it look like to follow Christ at SGC?” “What does
this church believe?” “What can I hope to experience by being a member of SGC?”
Discovering what church God wants us in is an important matter. To help you in that
decision this class will cover the following areas:
A. The Local Church: What it is and why membership matters.
B. Our Doctrine: The core beliefs of our church.
C. Our Priorities: The values that shape our church.
D. Our Community: The commitments we make to each other.
Ultimately, we want to encourage you in your relationship with Jesus Christ. A critical part
of that relationship is finding your place in His body, the church. Participation in a local
church is never meant to be a mere obligation. It is a joyful privilege in which we glorify
God through fruitful service in the context of meaningful relationships with other
believers. Therefore, we want to give you all the information you need to help you
determine if God is leading you to become a part of this church. We are excited to see
what God will teach you and how He will lead you through this membership class.

II.

What is the church and why is it important?
When it comes to the Christian life, the question of the church’s importance is perhaps
one that is too often overlooked. The idea of “church” is often just assumed: churches
persist, church members regularly (or not so regularly) attend, and things proceed on
course. But how often do we stop and think, “Why is the church so important? What is the
purpose of the church?” The answer to such questions will provide us both direction for
how churches should build and encouragement to be faithful as we play our part in the
body of Christ.
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In this session, we will explore the “big picture” of God’s purpose in the church at large,
the critical role that the local church plays in God’s purposes, and the importance of formal
membership in the local church. In so doing, we will hopefully see more clearly the
glorious purposes God has for His church and the unspeakable privilege our participation
in this journey truly is.
A. God’s intentions for the church span from the beginning of creation until its
consummation, as he works out his eternal purpose to dwell among a people he has
made his own.
1. Genesis 1-2 lay the foundations for the rest of human history. In the beginning,
God’s creative activity reached its pinnacle with the creation of man who, created
in God’s image, was made to enjoy unhindered fellowship with his Creator (Gen
1:26-28; 2:7, 15-17; 3:8)
•

Of all the blessings Adam enjoyed in the garden—safety, provision, human
companionship—the greatest was divine companionship.

•

Even after man sinned and lost the privilege of intimate fellowship with God
(Gen 3:24), God pledged to vanquish the evil that had spoiled his creation,
thus restoring mankind to his rightful place in creation in fellowship with God
(Gen 3:15).

2. God gave specific expression to his promise by revealing himself to Abraham and
calling Abraham to himself.
v God’s promised blessings to Abraham including making of him “a great
nation” (Gen 12:2). God pledged himself to Abraham and his offspring,
promising to be their God and to make them his people.
“And I will establish my covenant between me and you and your offspring
after you throughout their generations for an everlasting covenant, to be God
to you and to your offspring after you.” (Gen 17:7)
3. After Abraham’s descendants were enslaved in Egypt, God delivered them and
forged them into a nation—the nation of Israel—among whom he would dwell, and
who would represent him in the earth.
“You yourselves have seen what I did to the Egyptians, and how I bore you on eagles' wings
and brought you to myself. Now therefore, if you will indeed obey my voice and keep my
covenant, you shall be my treasured possession among all peoples, for all the earth is mine;
and you shall be to me a kingdom of priests and a holy nation. These are the words that you
shall speak to the people of Israel." (Exod 19:4-6)
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4. Despite receiving many blessings from God (his presence in the tabernacle and
temple, possession of the promised land, and the glories of Solomon’s reign),
Israel’s rebellion and idolatry finally brought judgment upon the nation.
Nonetheless, God did not abandon his people, but remained faithful to his
covenant promises.
v During the exile, God pledged to restore the nation to the land and renew the
hearts of his people.
“Thus says the Lord GOD: It is not for your sake, O house of Israel, that I am about to
act, but for the sake of my holy name . . . . And I will vindicate the holiness of my great
name . . . And the nations will know that I am the LORD, declares the Lord GOD,
when through you I vindicate my holiness before their eyes. I will take you from the
nations and gather you from all the countries and bring you into your own land. I will
sprinkle clean water on you, and you shall be clean from all your uncleannesses, and
from all your idols I will cleanse you. And I will give you a new heart, and a new spirit I
will put within you . . . You shall dwell in the land that I gave to your fathers, and you
shall be my people, and I will be your God.” (Ezek 36:22-28).
v After the return from exile and the partial fulfillments of his promises, God
promised to act again to dwell personally with his people.
“Behold, I am going to send my messenger, and he will clear the way before me. And the
Lord whom you seek, will suddenly come into His temple.” (Mal 3:1)
5. In the incarnation, God revealed himself most fully and dwelt among his people in
the most personal way possible through his son, Jesus Christ.
“And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his glory, glory as of the
only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth.” (John 1:14)
6. After Jesus’ ascension to the Father’s right hand and the sending of the Holy Spirit
at Pentecost (Acts 2), the church—in union with Christ and indwelt by the Spirit—
now becomes the divine sanctuary on earth where God dwells.
“Do you not know that you [pl.; i.e., the church] are God's temple and that God's Spirit
dwells in you?” (1 Cor 3:16)

7. When Christ returns, God’s people will once again dwell with him and experience
unhindered fellowship in his presence. God’s eternal purpose to dwell among a
people he has made his own finds its consummation in the New Jerusalem.
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“Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and the first earth had passed
away, and the sea was no more. And I saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down out of
heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. And I heard a loud voice from
the throne saying, "Behold, the dwelling place of God is with man. He will dwell with them, and
they will be his people, and God himself will be with them as their God. He will wipe away every
tear from their eyes, and death shall be no more, neither shall there be mourning, nor crying, nor
pain anymore, for the former things have passed away."” (Rev 21:1-4)
B. At this stage in salvation-history, the people of God exist as the church—joined to
Christ by faith and indwelt by the Spirit.
1. The church exists as the people of God, belonging to him and representing him on
the earth.
“But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for his own
possession, that you may proclaim the excellencies of him who called you out of darkness into
his marvelous light. Once you were not a people, but now you are God's people; once you had
not received mercy, but now you have received mercy.” (1 Pet 2:9-10)
2. The church is the unique dwelling place of God on earth.
“For we are the temple of the living God; as God said, ‘I will make my dwelling among them
and walk among them, and I will be their God, and they shall be my people.’” (2 Cor 6:16)
3. The church is the Body of Christ: deriving its life from him, vitally united to him,
and finding its identity in him. As a result, members of Christ’s body are intimately
related to each other as well.
“Now you are the body of Christ and individually members of it.” (1 Cor 12:27)
C. The exclusive role of the church. The church is God’s chosen means for carrying out
His purposes until He returns. He has ordained no other organization or structure for
this purpose.
Matthew 16:18: “. . . I will build my church, and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it.”
1 Timothy 3:15: “. . . if I am delayed, you will know how people ought to conduct themselves in
God's household, which is the church of the living God, the pillar and foundation of the truth.”
(NIV)
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III.

Why should I join a local church?
Why go to all this trouble to learn about this church? Does it really matter if I actually join
a church? Am I not already a member of “the church”? Isn’t my personal relationship with
Jesus what really matters? Such questions are common, and not altogether surprising given
our individualistic culture and natural tendency towards independence. However, such
questions also reveal a misunderstanding about the church and God’s purposes in and
through the church. The Scriptures make it clear:
v God’s specific purposes for His people are accomplished as individuals join
themselves to and participate in local churches. While all genuine believers are
members of the universal body of Christ, they are to express this tangibly through
membership in a specific local church.
A. Church membership is biblical.
1. Theologically, Christian conversion implies incorporation: incorporation into the
Body of Christ—the church. Conversion by definition creates community.
Rom 12:5: “ . . . so we, though many, are one body in Christ, and individually members one
of another.”
2. Membership—the recognition of a clearly defined community of people—was the
clear practice of the early church.
Acts 2:47: “And the Lord added to their number day by day those who were being saved.”
(Converts were “added” to a specific group of fellow believers that was numerically
defined).
Acts 5:13: “None of the rest dared join them, but the people held them in high esteem.”
(Believers were a discernible group of people to which other believers “joined”
themselves).
1 Cor 14:23: “If, therefore, the whole church comes together and all speak in tongues, and
outsiders or unbelievers enter, will they not say that you are out of your minds?” (“the whole
church” implies a totality comprising specified individuals).
3. An identifiable membership is the necessary condition for pastoral care.
Acts 20:28: “Pay careful attention to yourselves and to all the flock, in which the Holy Spirit
has made you overseers, to care for the church of God, which he obtained with his own
blood.” (Pastors are responsible to care for an identifiable group of people, and they
will give an account for those committed to their care)
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1 Tim 5:9: “Let a widow be enrolled if she is not less than sixty years of age, having been the
wife of one husband . . .” (a specified “widows’ list” indicates that the church had
responsibility for a specified membership)
4. Membership is the necessary context for the sacraments.
v The sacraments given by Christ to the church—baptism and the Lord’s Supper—
are “signs and seals” of the covenant of grace, pointing to Christ and his
benefits, and confirming his promises to us. As “marks of the church,” they are
only to be received by those who have trusted in Christ and are continuing in
fellowship with him and his people.
v Rightly administering the sacraments requires an awareness of the spiritual
condition of those who are participating. This requires identifiable, committed
relationships between believers which is expressed through church
membership.
“These outward signs mark out a visible fellowship; they structure Christ’s
church as a community with membership. Baptism requires a decision about
admission to the community. The Supper, a sign of continuing fellowship,
implies the exclusion of those who have turned away from the Lord. . . . the
sacraments testify that the church must have organized form as well as organic
life.”
Edmund Clowney
5. Membership is the assumed context for church discipline.
Matthew 18:15-17 and 1 Corinthians 5 both describe situations in which believers
are to confront other believers who are persisting in a sinful way of life. This can
only refer to a situation in which Christians are joined together in an identifiable
membership that is committed to live a godly lifestyle distinct from the world.
Moreover, the final stage of church discipline (“excommunication”) involves the
removal of an unrepentant person from formal membership in a visible, organized
group (Matt 18:17; 1 Cor 5:2, 9-13; cf. 1 Tim 1:19-20; Titus 3:10-11).

6. Committed members are the primary source for the regular funding of gospel
ministry.
•

Believers are commanded to financially support the local church where they
receive care and equipping.
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1 Tim 5:17-18: “Let the elders who rule well be considered worthy of double honor,
especially those who labor in preaching and teaching. For the Scripture says, "You shall
not muzzle an ox when it treads out the grain," and, "The laborer deserves his wages."
1 Cor 9:13-14: “Do you not know that those who are employed in the temple service get
their food from the temple, and those who serve at the altar share in the sacrificial
offerings? In the same way, the Lord commanded that those who proclaim the gospel
should get their living by the gospel.”
7. The commitment represented by membership is the clear implication of Biblical
metaphors describing the church.
The primary NT metaphors for the church—body (1 Cor. 12:27), temple (Eph.
2:21), household (1 Tim. 3:15), and flock (Acts 20:28)—have as a key characteristic
the idea of separate individuals joined together into a single, identifiable entity.
“God has given us four pictures of the church, not one. This is not just to
emphasize and prove the point by repetition, but also to say four different things
about what it means to be a member of a church. To be a stone in his temple
means to belong to a worshipping community. To be a part of a body means to
belong to a living, functioning, serving, witnessing community. To be a sheep in the
flock means belonging to a community dependent on him for food, protection, and
direction. To be a member of a family is to belong to a community bound by a
common fatherhood. Put together you have the main functions of an individual
Christian. Evidently we are meant to fulfill these not on our own but together in
the church. Now can you see the answer to the question why you should join a
church?”
Eric Lane
B. Church membership identifies us with Christ and His people.
Mark 8:38: “For whoever is ashamed of me and of my words in this adulterous and sinful
generation, of him will the Son of Man also be ashamed when he comes in the glory of his Father
with the holy angels."
1 John 2:19: “They went out from us, but they were not of us; for if they had been of us, they
would have continued with us. But they went out, that it might become plain that they all are
not of us.”
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C. Church membership is vital to our spiritual health and growth.
v Without being joined together with other believers, we will lack the strength and
nourishment that each member—including ourselves—is to supply to the whole
body.
Ephesians 4:15-16: “Rather, speaking the truth in love, we are to grow up in every way into
him who is the head, into Christ, from whom the whole body, joined and held together by
every joint with which it is equipped, when each part is working properly, makes the body
grow so that it builds itself up in love.”
Heb 3:12-13: “Take care, brothers, lest there be in any of you an evil, unbelieving heart,
leading you to fall away from the living God. But exhort one another every day, as long as it
is called "today," that none of you may be hardened by the deceitfulness of sin.” (We need
other believers to help us in our fight with sin).
Heb 10:24-25: “And let us consider how to stir up one another to love and good works, not
neglecting to meet together, as is the habit of some, but encouraging one another, and all the
more as you see the Day drawing near.” (We each have a role to play in encouraging
other believers).
D. Church membership enables us to use our spiritual gifts for the good of others.
v The Holy Spirit has given every Christian spiritual gifts that are to be used in
service of the church and its mission. The ordering of believers within the church
to deploy their diversity of gifts for the good of the body is by divine design.
1 Cor 12:4-7: “Now there are varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit; and there
are varieties of service, but the same Lord; and there are varieties of activities, but it is the
same God who empowers them all in everyone. To each is given the manifestation of the
Spirit for the common good.”
1 Cor 12:18: “But as it is, God arranged the members in the body, each one of them, as he
chose.”
1 Peter 4:10-11: “As each has received a gift, use it to serve one another, as good stewards of
God's varied grace: whoever speaks, as one who speaks oracles of God; whoever serves, as one
who serves by the strength that God supplies- in order that in everything God may be glorified
through Jesus Christ. To him belong glory and dominion forever and ever. Amen.”

10

— SESSION 1 —

E. Church membership enables us to be spiritually nourished through the preaching
and teaching of God’s word.
v God calls pastors to care for and equip his people, and the primary way they do this
is through the teaching of God’s word.
Eph 4:11-14: “And he gave the apostles, the prophets, the evangelists, the shepherds and
teachers, to equip the saints for the work of ministry, for building up the body of Christ, until
we all attain to the unity of the faith and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to mature
manhood, to the measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ, so that we may no longer be
children, tossed to and fro by the waves and carried about by every wind of doctrine, by
human cunning, by craftiness in deceitful schemes.”
2 Tim 3:16-4:2: “All Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable for teaching, for
reproof, for correction, and for training in righteousness, that the man of God may be
complete, equipped for every good work. I charge you in the presence of God and of Christ
Jesus, who is to judge the living and the dead, and by his appearing and his kingdom: preach
the word; be ready in season and out of season; reprove, rebuke, and exhort, with complete
patience and teaching.”
“We see how God, who could in a moment perfect his own, nevertheless desires
them to grow up into manhood solely under the education of the Church. We see
the way set for it: the preaching of the heavenly doctrine has been enjoined upon
the pastors. . . . Many are led either by pride, dislike or rivalry to the conviction that
they can profit enough from private reading and meditation; hence they despise
public assemblies and deem preaching superfluous. This is like blotting out the face
of God which shines upon us in teaching.”
John Calvin
F. Church membership enables us more fully to glorify God: the church as a distinct
and separate people proclaims the gospel, cares for its own, and through its life and
witness displays the character of the One who saved us.
I Peter 2:9-10: “But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for his own
possession, that you may proclaim the excellencies of him who called you out of darkness into his
marvelous light. Once you were not a people, but now you are God's people; once you had not
received mercy, but now you have received mercy.”
1 Peter 4:10-11: “As each has received a gift, use it to serve one another, as good stewards of
God's varied grace: whoever speaks, as one who speaks oracles of God; whoever serves, as one who
serves by the strength that God supplies- in order that in everything God may be glorified through
Jesus Christ. To him belong glory and dominion forever and ever. Amen.”
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v All Christians have the privilege and responsibility to be a vital member of a specific
local church.

“I know there are some who say, “Well, I have given myself to the Lord, but I do not
intend to give myself to any church.” Now, why not? “Because I can be a Christian
without it.” Are you quite clear about that? You can be as good a Christian by
disobedience to your Lord’s commands as by being obedient? There is a brick. What is
it made for? To help build a house. It is of no use for that brick to tell you that it is just
as good a brick while it is kicking about on the ground as it would be in the house. It is
a good-for-nothing brick. So you rolling-stone Christians, I do not believe that you are
answering your purpose. You are living contrary to the life which Christ would have
you live, and you are much to blame for the injury you do.”
Charles Spurgeon
IV.

Why should I join this church?
We don’t automatically assume that you should! However, we’re grateful to God that you
are interested in exploring this, and we want to do all we can to help you make an
informed decision as to whether God would have you join us at SGC. Over the next three
sessions we’ll be surveying specific beliefs and practices of this church, along with exploring
what membership at SGC should entails.

Although we do hope that you will find in SGC a church home where you can thrive, our primary
concern is not that you become a part of this church, but that you become a part of some church. It
is our desire that you develop a Biblical, enthusiastic conviction about the importance of active
involvement in the local church, and with this conviction find a church home where you can
worship God, grow in your relationship with Him, and serve in ways that glorify Him. If that
church home proves to be SGC, then it will be our joy to serve with you. In any event, we count
your presence here a privilege, and look forward to serving you as you consider membership at
SGC.
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Our Doctrine:
The Core Beliefs of Our Church
There are certain characteristics all true churches share in common.1 At the same time, individual
churches may be faithful to the gospel while differing from each other in theological emphases and
ministry priorities. Some churches may be distinguished by their denominational affiliation: there
are Baptists and Episcopalians, Presbyterians and Lutherans. Other churches distinguish
themselves by their ministry priorities: some may emphasize international missions while others
highlight discipleship. Some may place a premium on family ministry while others may make
church planting their top priority. With so many fruitful, faithful churches in our area, what
makes Sovereign Grace Church distinct?
This lesson highlights theological priorities deliberately emphasized by the pastors of Sovereign
Grace Church. Many of these priorities we share with other churches; in some cases it is the way
we put them into practice that will distinguish us from other churches. It important to note that
we derive no sense of superiority in the list that follows: these emphases simply express our
understanding of biblical teaching and priorities. When other churches decide to highlight other
priorities while remaining faithful to the gospel, we can thank God for them and commend them
to other Christians with a clear conscience.
Taking the broadest view possible, we are evangelical, by which we basically mean two things: (1) we
believe that the Bible is God’s inspired, inerrant word and is therefore our final authority in all
matters of life and doctrine, and (2) we believe that people are separated from God, and they need
to be saved by responding to the gospel of Jesus Christ. Beyond this, the list below summarizes
some of our main theological priorities. We desire Sovereign Grace Church to be:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Gospel-centered
Reformed in soteriology
Baptistic
Continuationist
Complementarian

I. Gospel-centered
A. The gospel is the center of the Christian faith.

1

Since the Reformation, theologians have typically identified the true marks of the church as the right preaching of
the Word and the right administration of the sacraments. Some have also added the right administration of church
discipline. For more, see Wayne Grudem, Systematic Theology, pp. 864-7.
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1. Unlike other religions, Christianity at its core isn’t about morality, philosophy, or selffulfillment. Rather, it’s about news—good news. The greatest news that the world has
ever heard. In fact, the word “gospel” literally means “good news,” and it is this news
that the apostle Paul called a matter “of first importance”:
1 Cor 15:1-4: “Now I would remind you, brothers, of the gospel I preached to you, which you
received, in which you stand, and by which you are being saved, if you hold fast to the word I
preached to you-- unless you believed in vain. For I delivered to you as of first importance what I
also received: that Christ died for our sins in accordance with the Scriptures, that he was buried,
that he was raised on the third day in accordance with the Scriptures . . .”
2. The gospel announces all that God has done in Jesus Christ to save us. It is the good
news of Christ’s incarnation, life, death, resurrection, and ascension. The gospel is
therefore objective; it is a matter of history. It is what Christ did for us; no matter how
we feel, the ground of our salvation never changes.
B. The gospel is the organizing theme of Scripture.
1. The Bible is not a mixed bag of books and ideas only loosely related to each other. The
Bible tells a story: the story of a God and His relationship to His creation in general, and to
humanity in particular. At the center of this story stands Jesus Christ and his saving work
on our behalf.
John 5:39: “You search the Scriptures because you think that in them you have eternal life; and
it is they that bear witness about me.”
Luke 24:44: “Then he said to them, "These are my words that I spoke to you while I was still
with you, that everything written about me in the Law of Moses and the Prophets and the Psalms
must be fulfilled."”
2. As it unfolds the story of redemption, the Bible illuminates for us the nature of God—
sovereign, holy, and loving—and the nature of mankind as well—isolated from God,
corrupted by sin, and subject to His righteous wrath. It also reveals the grace of God—
acting to restore all things back to Himself through His Son—and how we can find
forgiveness and be restored to a relationship with God—through repentance and faith
in the finished work of Christ on the cross.
C. The gospel is the exclusive message for the salvation of sinners.
1. Every person stands guilty before God and separated from God because of sin.
Rom 3:1-12, 23: “as it is written: "None is righteous, no, not one; no one understands; no one
seeks for God. All have turned aside; together they have become worthless; no one does good, not
even one. . . . for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God . . ."
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2. Christ came to be our substitute: perfectly obeying God’s law in his life, and satisfying
God’s justice through his death on the cross.
Hebrews 4:15: “For we do not have a high priest who is unable to sympathize with our
weaknesses, but we have one who has been tempted in every way, just as we are-- yet was
without sin.”
Rom 3:23-26: “for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, and are justified by his
grace as a gift, through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus, whom God put forward as a
propitiation by his blood, to be received by faith. This was to show God's righteousness,
because in his divine forbearance he had passed over former sins. It was to show his
righteousness at the present time, so that he might be just and the justifier of the one who has
faith in Jesus.”
“How then could God express simultaneously his holiness in judgment and his
love in pardon? Only by providing a divine substitute for the sinner, so that the
substitute would receive the judgment and the sinner the pardon.”
John Stott
3. It is only through trusting in Christ and his work (faith) and turning from our sins
(repentance) that we can be saved.
Mark 1:14-15: “Now after John was arrested, Jesus came into Galilee, proclaiming the gospel of
God, and saying, "The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at hand; repent and believe in
the gospel."
D. The gospel is the governing reality for the life of believers.
1. Our need for the gospel doesn’t end once we are saved:
Ø The gospel remains the basis for our acceptance before God (Eph 2:8-9)
Ø The gospel reminds us that God is at work in us to change us (Phil 2:12-13)
Ø The gospel assures us that God will complete his work in us (Phil 1:6)
2. At Sovereign Grace Church, our goal is to keep the gospel at the heart of all that we
do. It will be the substance of our proclamation, the source of our motivation, and the
fuel for our adoration. We will do all we can to ensure that our zeal for the gospel is
never eclipsed by any other doctrine, teaching, or practice. Our commitment to you is
that, with all our might, we will endeavor to “keep the main thing, the main thing.”
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II. Reformed Soteriology
While all genuine Christians believe that one can only be saved through the gospel, sincere
believers differ on their understanding of God’s part and man’s part in that saving act. At
SGC, we understand salvation (the study of which is called “soteriology”) from the historic
Reformed perspective, which places the emphasis on the activity of God and the glory of God
in saving sinners.
A. What makes our response to the gospel possible?
The gospel is good news because sin and judgment are such bad news. Sin is not only
what we do, but who we are: apart from God, we are sinners by nature. So if we’re truly
“dead” in our sins (Eph. 2:1) and powerless to change, how is it that we are able to
respond to the gospel at all? It is here that the gracious nature of salvation becomes even
more amazing: God acts, so that we can act.
1. Chosen in eternity past:
God’s actions begin in eternity past when He chose us and determined that He would save
us. This is often referred to as “election.”
Eph. 1:4-6: “For he chose us in him before the creation of the world to be holy and blameless in
his sight. In love he predestined us to be adopted as his sons through Jesus Christ, in accordance
with his pleasure and will—to the praise of his glorious grace, which he has freely given us in the
One he loves.”(NIV)
2. Effectively called:
God’s choosing of us eventually results in His calling us and drawing us to Himself.
a. God’s drawing us to Himself is often called “effective calling”: God’s work of
inviting and drawing sinners to Himself by His Spirit through the proclamation of
the gospel.
b. While God is the one who draws, this does not mean that a person is somehow
saved apart from their own willing response to the gospel. Through the grace of
God, the “divine summons” of God makes possible the response it requires.
Romans 8:30: “And those he predestined, he also called; those he called, he also justified;
those he justified, he also glorified.”
John 6:44: “No one can come to me unless the Father who sent me draws him.”
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3. Regenerated (“born again”) by the Spirit:
When God calls us, He then changes our heart so that we can freely respond. This
change is called “regeneration.”
In regeneration, God acts to change our inner nature and impart spiritual life to us. As
a result, we become spiritually alive and are then able to believe the gospel and repent
of our sin.
Col. 2:13: “When you were dead in your sins and in the uncircumcision of your sinful
nature, God made you alive with Christ.”
4. Conversion is therefore a supernatural work:
Given what Scripture teaches about sin, it is not surprising that God must do a
supernatural work in our hearts before we can be truly converted. Such an understanding
of our conversion is important for our spiritual health.
“Scripture is clear in teaching that we are not all journeying toward God—some
having found Him, others still seeking. Instead, Scripture presents us as needing to
have our hearts replaced, our minds transformed, our spirits given life. We can do
none of this for ourselves. The change each human needs, regardless of how we
may outwardly appear, is so radical, so near our roots, that only God can bring it
about. We need God to convert us.”
Mark Dever
“I believe in the doctrine of election, because I am quite certain that, if God had
not chosen me, I should never have chosen Him; and I am sure He chose me
before I was born, or else He never would have chosen me afterwards; and He must
have elected me for reasons unknown to me, for I never could find any reason in
myself why He should have looked upon me with special love.”
Charles Spurgeon
B. Why does it matter?
We hold to a Reformed soteriology because we believe it represents the clear teaching of
Scripture. However, these doctrines have important practical effects on our lives.
1. They bring glory to God by eliminating all human boasting in salvation.
Eph 2:8-9: “For by grace you have been saved through faith. And this is not your own doing; it is
the gift of God, not a result of works, so that no one may boast.”
2. They cause us to marvel at our salvation and produce adoring, God-centered worship.
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Eph 1:3-6, 12, 14: “Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us
in Christ with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places, even as he chose us in him before the
foundation of the world, that we should be holy and blameless before him. In love he predestined
us for adoption as sons through Jesus Christ, according to the purpose of his will, to the praise
of his glorious grace, with which he has blessed us in the Beloved . . . to the praise of His glory
. . . to the praise of His glory.”
3. They make us secure in the unchanging purposes of God.
Rom 8:28-32: “And we know that for those who love God all things work together for good, for
those who are called according to his purpose. For those whom he foreknew he also predestined to
be conformed to the image of his Son, in order that he might be the firstborn among many
brothers. And those whom he predestined he also called, and those whom he called he also
justified, and those whom he justified he also glorified. What then shall we say to these things? If
God is for us, who can be against us? He who did not spare his own Son but gave him up for us
all, how will he not also with him graciously give us all things?”
4. They fuel evangelism, giving me confidence that God will indeed save his people, while
removing from me the pressure to argue people into the kingdom.
Acts 18:9-10: “And the Lord said to Paul one night in a vision, "Do not be afraid, but go on
speaking and do not be silent, for I am with you, and no one will attack you to harm you, for I
have many in this city who are my people."
2 Tim 2:10: “Therefore I endure everything for the sake of the elect, that they also may obtain
the salvation that is in Christ Jesus with eternal glory.”
III. Baptistic
Jesus commanded his followers to observe two sacraments: baptism and the Lord’s Supper.
Some churches differ on the meaning and nature of baptism. At SGC, we practice “believers
baptism”; in other words, we believe that baptism is only appropriate for those who give a
credible profession of faith in Jesus Christ.
A. All those who respond to the gospel with repentance and faith are also to obey the
command to be baptized.
Acts 2:38: “Repent and be baptized, every one of you, in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness
of your sins. And you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.”
B. Baptism is therefore an obedient response of someone saved by grace. In baptism, we
identify with the Lord who has saved us. Baptism cannot contribute to or bring about
salvation. Baptism doesn’t save us—Jesus saves us through faith.
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Acts 8:12: “when they believed . . . they were baptized, both men and women.”
C. Baptism is an outward sign of an inward work which has already taken place. Therefore,
only those who have believed the gospel and repented from their sins should be baptized.
For this reason, we do not baptize infants.
D. Water baptism is a sign and symbol of the believer’s union with the Lord in His death,
burial, and resurrection.
Rom. 6:4: “We were therefore buried with him through baptism into death in order that, just as
Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of the Father, so too we may live a new life.”
We practice baptism by immersion which, in addition to being the likely practice of the
New Testament church, vividly illustrates the believer’s identification with Christ in His
death, burial, and resurrection.
E. Baptism is a landmark moment in a believer’s life, clearly marking one’s identification
with Christ and entrance into His body, the church. It is therefore our wonderful
privilege as a church to celebrate these times together. We set aside specific times for the
baptism of new believers (or those who haven’t yet been baptized), enabling us to rejoice
together and to welcome new believers into the life of the church.
IV. Continuationist
The Christian life was never meant to be lived out in our own strength. Just as the Holy Spirit
transforms our heart in salvation, He also empowers believers for the Christian living, witness,
and service. To say we’re “continuationist” means that we believe in the present day work of
the Holy Spirit in the many ways that the Spirit is described and manifested in Scripture.2
A. The Broad Work of the Spirit.
Belief in the continuation of the Spirit’s powerful work sometimes narrows to a focus on
the spectacular. However, the Bible portrays the Spirit’s work in broad, comprehensive
terms as the Christian’s source of life and empowerment from first to last. Here are some
of the main ways we can expect the Spirit’s work in our midst.
1. Regeneration

2

We use the word “continuationist” and “charismatic” synonymously. However, we tend to prefer the former because
of unbiblical associations sometimes made with the label “charismatic” (e.g., the prosperity gospel, the exaltation of
subjective experience over the truth of Scripture, a preoccupation with the demonic, etc.).
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•

The Christian life begins by the supernatural work of the Spirit. There is no greater
miracle than that of regeneration.

“Regeneration is a secret act of God in which he imparts new spiritual life to us.”
Wayne Grudem
Ezekiel 36:26-27: “And I will give you a new heart, and a new spirit I will put within you.
And I will remove the heart of stone from your flesh and give you a heart of flesh. And I will
put my Spirit within you, and cause you to walk in my statutes and be careful to obey my
rules.”
John 3:3-8: “Jesus answered him, “Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born again he
cannot see the kingdom of God.” Nicodemus said to him, “How can a man be born when he
is old? Can he enter a second time into his mother’s womb and be born?” Jesus answered,
“Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born of water and the Spirit, he cannot enter the
kingdom of God. That which is born of the flesh is flesh, and that which is born of the Spirit
is spirit. Do not marvel that I said to you, ‘You must be born again.’ The wind blows where
it wishes, and you hear its sound, but you do not know where it comes from or where it goes.
So it is with everyone who is born of the Spirit.”
2. Progressive Sanctification
•

The same Spirit that gives us new life continues to transform us that we might
become more like Christ.
“Sanctification is a progressive work of God and man that makes us more and more
free from sin and life Christ in our actual lives.”
Wayne Grudem
Galatians 5:16: “But I say, walk by the Spirit, and you will not gratify the desires of the
flesh.”
Galatians 5:22-23: “But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness,
goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, self-control; against such things there is no law.”

3. Illumination
•

Illumination is the Holy Spirit’s enabling of Christians generally to understand and
to apply the truth of God’s Word.
Psalm 119:18: “Open my eyes, that I may behold wondrous things out of your law.”
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Eph 1:18-19: “. . . having the eyes of your hearts enlightened, that you may know what is the
hope to which he has called you, what are the riches of his glorious inheritance in the saints,
and what is the immeasurable greatness of his power toward us who believe . . .”
4. Spiritual gifts
•

Spiritual gifts are means by which the Holy Spirit empowers and enables us to serve
God and his people.
1 Corinthians 14:1: “Pursue love, and earnestly desire the spiritual gifts, especially that you
may prophesy.”
1 Peter 4:10–11: “As each has received a gift, use it to serve one another, as good stewards
of God’s varied grace: whoever speaks, as one who speaks oracles of God; whoever serves, as
one who serves by the strength that God supplies—in order that in everything God may be
glorified through Jesus Christ. To him belong glory and dominion forever and ever. Amen.”

•

All spiritual gifts, from the spectacular to the seemingly mundane, are supernatural—
they are equally from God, equally empowered by the Spirit, and vital for the
edification of the church.

5. Glorifying Christ
•

The most important work of the Holy Spirit is to reveal, illuminate, and exalt the
work of Jesus Christ.
John 15:26: “But when the Helper comes, whom I will send to you from the Father, the
Spirit of truth, who proceeds from the Father, he will bear witness about me.”
John 16:14-15: “He [the Holy Spirit] will glorify me, for he will take what is mine and
declare it to you. All that the Father has is mine; therefore I said that he will take what is mine
and declare it to you.”

•

By opening blind eyes to see the glory of Christ, by transforming hard hearts to
turn from sin and trust in his cross-work, and by uniting us to Christ in his death
and resurrection, the Spirit makes fellowship with Christ and the Father an
experienced reality.

B. God’s Active Presence for All of Life.
1. The work of the Holy Spirit isn’t simply a doctrine to be acknowledged, but a way of
life to be pursued. In short, this doctrine implies a life of dependence. Although we may
differ on some details about the Spirit’s work, we believe we will be able to serve
fruitfully together if we share a few central values:
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•
•
•
•

A recognition of our need for ongoing empowerment by the Spirit in our lives.
A conviction that Christians are to seek to be continually filled by the Spirit.
A belief in the continuity of the spiritual gifts listed in Scripture, and an earnest
desire for whatever gifts the Spirit would graciously give.
A love for, and pursuit of, the active presence of God.
Eph 5:18: “And do not get drunk with wine, for that is debauchery, but be filled with the
Spirit”
1 Cor 14:1: “Pursue love, and earnestly desire the spiritual gifts…”
James 4:7-8a: “Submit yourselves therefore to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from you.
Draw near to God, and he will draw near to you.”

V. Complementarian
“Complementarian” is a sort of theological shorthand for view that the Bible teaches that God
created men and women equal in personhood, value, and dignity, but different in certain roles
and functions in both the home and the church.3 This view arises out of a careful reading of
Genesis 1-2, especially:
A. Equality in personhood, value, and dignity.
1. Adam and Eve were both made in the image of God and thus share equally in value
and dignity.
Genesis 1:27: “So God created man in his own image, in the image of God he
created him; male and female he created them.”
Acts 2:17-18: “‘And it shall be in the last days,’ God says, ‘That I will pour forth of My Spirit
upon all mankind; and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy. . . even upon My bondslaves,
both men and women, I will in those days pour forth of my Spirit.’”
2. Because of this fundamental equality, there should be no sense of superiority or
inferiority, or resentment, or competition between men and women; both are deserving
of mutual respect and honor.
Eph 5:25-28: “Husbands, love your wives, as Christ loved the church and gave himself up for
her, that he might sanctify her, having cleansed her by the washing of water with the word, so
that he might present the church to himself in splendor, without spot or wrinkle or any such thing,

3

This is in contrast to “egalitarianism,” the view that men and women are created equal in value and personhood and
are interchangeable in roles in both the home and the church.

22

— SESSION 2 —

that she might be holy and without blemish. In the same way husbands should love their wives as
their own bodies. He who loves his wife loves himself.”
1 Pet 3:7: “Likewise, husbands, live with your wives in an understanding way, showing honor to
the woman as the weaker vessel, since they are heirs with you of the grace of life, so that your
prayers may not be hindered.”
B. Men and women are different in their (equally valuable) roles and functions.
1. Adam was made first, and Eve was made from man and given to him as a helper.
Genesis 2:20–25: “The man gave names to all livestock and to the birds of the heavens and to
every beast of the field. But for Adam there was not found a helper fit for him. So the LORD
God caused a deep sleep to fall upon the man, and while he slept took one of his ribs and closed
up its place with flesh. And the rib that the LORD God had taken from the man he made into a
woman and brought her to the man. Then the man said, “This at last is bone of my bones and
flesh of my flesh; she shall be called Woman, because she was taken out of Man.” Therefore a
man shall leave his father and his mother and hold fast to his wife, and they shall become one
flesh. And the man and his wife were both naked and were not ashamed.”
2. The New Testament applies the foundational teaching of Genesis 1-3 to differing roles
in the home and church, concluding that leadership (which must be exercised in light
of the truth of our equal value before God) in both is male.
Eph 5:22-25: “Wives, submit to your own husbands, as to the Lord. For the husband is the head
of the wife even as Christ is the head of the church, his body, and is himself its Savior. Now as
the church submits to Christ, so also wives should submit in everything to their husbands.
Husbands, love your wives, as Christ loved the church and gave himself up for her.”
1 Tim 2:12-14: “I do not permit a woman to teach or to exercise authority over a man; rather,
she is to remain quiet. For Adam was formed first, then Eve; and Adam was not deceived, but
the woman was deceived and became a transgressor.” (See also 1 Cor 11:2-12; 14:33-36; 1 Tim
3:1-7; Titus 1:5-9)
3. Too often, the debate over women and leadership in the church rages over what
women can’t do. The range of service in the church that is reserved for men is actually
quite narrow. There are numerous and vital ways for both women and men to use their
gifts in the church.
1 Peter 4:10–11: “As each has received a gift, use it to serve one another, as good stewards of
God’s varied grace: whoever speaks, as one who speaks oracles of God; whoever serves, as one
who serves by the strength that God supplies—in order that in everything God may be glorified
through Jesus Christ. To him belong glory and dominion forever and ever. Amen.”
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Our Priorities:
The Values That Shape Our Church
Visit different churches and you’ll invariably find different emphases. This isn’t wrong—we all have
different parts to play in the body of Christ. However, Christ didn’t leave his church without
instructions. Here are two of the main ones:
The Great Commandment (Matt 22:35-40): “And one of them, a lawyer, asked him a question to test
him. ‘Teacher, which is the great commandment in the Law?’ And he said to him, ‘You shall love the Lord
your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind. This is the great and first
commandment. And a second is like it: You shall love your neighbor as yourself. On these two commandments
depend all the Law and the Prophets.’"
The Great Commission (Matt 28:18-20): “And Jesus came and said to them, ‘All authority in heaven
and on earth has been given to me. Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name
of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you.
And behold, I am with you always, to the end of the age.’”
These instructions suggest three key dimensions of the church’s life: a vertical dimension (loving
and worshipping God), an internal dimension (loving and nurturing each other as followers of
Christ), and an external dimension (bringing the gospel to those who don’t know Christ).
While all true churches seek to be faithful to these different aspects of Christ’s commands, no two
churches will pursue them in exactly the same way. At SGC, we have identified a few main
priorities to help us be faithful to Christ’s call. These priorities shape our life together and give rise
to the kinds of activities we pursue individually and as a church. Understanding these values will
give you a good sense of the kind of church we’re seeking to build, by God’s grace, at SGC.
I. Applying the Gospel
Although we say this often, “applying the gospel” is no mere slogan. It’s a thumbnail summary
of what it means to “observe all that [Jesus] commanded,” in light of his person, teaching, and
work.
A.

This seeks to honor Jesus’ claims that all of Scripture points in some way to him (Luke
24:44; John 5:39).

B.

This follows the NT’s practice of rooting the Christian life in all its dimensions to
Christ’s person and work (e.g., I Cor 6:18-20; 2 Cor 8: 7, 9; Gal 2:14; Phil 2:5-11; Eph
4:32; 5:25-33; Col 3:12-13; Heb 12:1-6; 1 Pet 2:13-25, et al.).
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Phil 1:27: “Whatever happens, conduct yourselves in a manner worthy of the gospel
of Christ. Then, whether I come and see you or only hear about you in my absence, I will
know that you stand firm in one spirit, contending as one man for the faith of the gospel.”
C.

We desire SGC to be a community that views all of the Christian life—our beliefs,
values, and obedience—through the lens of Christ’s person and work. This involves
making real connections between the gospel and the thinking and behavior that make
up our daily lives. Such connections help ensure that our lives are biblically informed,
grace motivated, and Christ exalting.

II. Expository Preaching
This priority speaks of a value, an activity, and an effect:
E. God has ordained that his word be the saving and sanctifying instrument of his people.
Rom 10:14, 17: “How then will they call on him in whom they have not believed? And how are they
to believe in him of whom they have never heard? And how are they to hear without someone
preaching? . . . So faith comes from hearing, and hearing through the word of Christ.”
John 17:17: “Sanctify them in the truth. Your word is truth.”
F. God has ordained preaching as the unique means by which his word is brought
effectively to his church.
•

Throughout salvation-history, God has chosen to transmit his word to his people
through commissioned servants.
“. . . God’s standard way of securing and maintaining His person-to-person
communication with us His human creatures is through the agency of persons whom
He sends to us as His messengers . . . Such were the prophets and apostles, and such
supremely was Jesus Christ, the incarnate Son . . . That is the succession in which
preachers today are called to stand.”
J.I. Packer

•

Scripture testifies to the necessity of preaching in both pattern and precept.
Matt. 10: 6-7
Mark 3:14; 13:10
Luke 24:45-49
Acts 2:42; 5:42; 6:2-4;10:42;
19:8-10; 20:7
Rom. 10:14-17
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1 Cor. 1:17-24; 9:16
•

Everywhere we see the church in the NT, we see the regular teaching and
preaching of God’s word.

G. Expository preaching, that is, preaching that explains and applies Scripture in its biblical
context, enables God’s word to shape our lives individually and as a church.
2 Tim 3:16-4:2: “All Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for
correction, and for training in righteousness, that the man of God may be complete, equipped for every
good work. I charge you in the presence of God and of Christ Jesus, who is to judge the living and the
dead, and by his appearing and his kingdom: preach the word; be ready in season and out of season;
reprove, rebuke, and exhort, with complete patience and teaching.”
III. Every Member Serving
There are to be no passive participants in the church. Indeed, one of the primary reasons God
saves us is to rescue us from an existence leading to death and to set us free to serve Him with
joy.
Hebrews 9:14: “ . . . how much more will the blood of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit offered
himself without blemish to God, purify our conscience from dead works to serve the living God.”
A. Servanthood is modeled by Jesus’ example.
Phil 2:5-8: “Have this mind among yourselves, which is yours in Christ Jesus, who, though he was in
the form of God, did not count equality with God a thing to be grasped, but emptied himself, by
taking the form of a servant, being born in the likeness of men. And being found in human form, he
humbled himself by becoming obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross.”
B. Servanthood is mandated by Jesus’ call.
Mark 10:43-45: “But it shall not be so among you. But whoever would be great among you must be
your servant, and whoever would be first among you must be slave of all. For even the Son of Man
came not to be served but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many."
C. Service in the church is empowered by the Spirit of God.
1 Peter 4:10-11: “As each has received a gift, use it to serve one another, as good stewards of God's
varied grace: whoever speaks, as one who speaks oracles of God; whoever serves, as one who serves by
the strength that God supplies--in order that in everything God may be glorified through Jesus Christ.”
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H. Equipping members for service is the call of pastors.
Eph 4:11-13: “And he gave the apostles, the prophets, the evangelists, the shepherds and teachers, to
equip the saints for the work of ministry, for building up the body of Christ, until we all attain to the
unity of the faith and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to mature manhood, to the measure of the
stature of the fullness of Christ.”
IV. Intentional Relationships
Just as the Christian life isn’t to be passive, neither is it to be isolated. Because the Holy Spirit
at conversion joins us to Christ’s body, our relationships are to be marked by this reality. We
don’t simply hold the same beliefs or attend the same service or share the same interests—we
have been united at the deepest level by the Spirit of God. Biblically speaking, our fellowship
is not merely “socializing”—it is sharing together our common life in Christ.
“We should not think of our fellowship with other Christians as a spiritual luxury, an
optional addition to the exercise of private devotions. Fellowship is one of the great words
of the New Testament: it denotes something that is vital to a Christian’s spiritual health,
and central to the Church’s true life. . . . The church will flourish and Christians will be
strong only when there is fellowship.”
J. I. Packer
Because of the importance of relationships in the body of Christ (and our sinful tendencies
to be independent, casual, or selfish in relating to others!), we need to be intentional in
pursuing them. Here are two key aspects of relationships that are genuinely biblical:
A. Discipling.
•

This word has many connotations, but by it we mean simply people helping each other
understand and apply God’s word to their lives to become more like Christ.

•

In the Great Commission of Matt 28:18-20, the mandate of “making disciples” (v. 19a)
is characterized by “baptizing” (i.e., making converts through evangelism—v. 19b) and
“teaching [people] to observe all that [Jesus] commanded” (v. 20).

•

Within the church, the most fundamental way we do this is through relationships,
fueled by the word of God, that encourage us, exhort us, and strengthen us in our walk
with Christ.
Eph 4:15-16: “Rather, speaking the truth in love, we are to grow up in every way into him who is
the head, into Christ, from whom the whole body, joined and held together by every joint with
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which it is equipped, when each part is working properly, makes the body grow so that it builds
itself up in love.”
Col 3:16: “Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly, teaching and admonishing one another in
all wisdom, singing psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, with thankfulness in your hearts to
God.”
B. Caring
•

As “members one of another” (Rom 12:5), we have a responsibility to care for one
another. The Bible describes our fellowship in concrete terms as actions we do with or
for “one another.” Here is just a sampling:
1. Love one another with brother affection (Rom 12:10a)
2. Outdo one another in showing honor (Rom 12:10b)
3. Live in harmony with one another (Rom 12:16)
4. Comfort one another (2 Cor 13:11)
5. Serve one another (Gal. 5:13)
6. Bear with one another (Eph 4:2)
7. Forgive one another (Eph 4:32)
8. Worship God together (Eph 5:18-20)
9. Pray for one another (Eph 6:18)
10. Carry one another’s burdens (Gal. 6:2)
11. Encourage one another (1 Thess 5:11a)
12. Build one another up (1 Thess 5:11b)
13. Confess our sins to one another (Jas. 5:16)

1 Cor 12:24-26: “But God has so composed the body, giving greater honor to the part that lacked it,
that there may be no division in the body, but that the members may have the same care for one
another. If one member suffers, all suffer together; if one member is honored, all rejoice together.”
In short, we need each other, and so we must give ourselves to purposeful involvement in each
others’ lives, for the strength of the body, the witness of the gospel, and the glory of God.
Heb 10:24-25: “And let us consider how to stir up one another to love and good works,
not neglecting to meet together, as is the habit of some, but encouraging one another, and all the more
as you see the Day drawing near.”
John 13:35: “By this all people will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one another.”
1 Peter 4:10-11: “As each has received a gift, use it to serve one another, as good stewards of God's
varied grace: whoever speaks, as one who speaks oracles of God; whoever serves, as one who serves by
the strength that God supplies--in order that in everything God may be glorified through Jesus Christ.”
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V.

Faithfully evangelistic
We desire to cultivate a church culture were every member understands and embraces the
biblical responsibility and privilege of sharing the gospel with others.
Acts 1:8: “But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you will be my
witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth.”
1 Peter 3:15-16: “but in your hearts regard Christ the Lord as holy, always being prepared to make a
defense to anyone who asks you for a reason for the hope that is in you; yet do it with gentleness and
respect . . .”
A. The content of our evangelism: the gospel.
•

We aren’t merely calling others to live a moral life, or asking them simply to
“believe in God” or “go to church,” much less trying to convince them that
Christians are “nice people.” Salvation comes only through faith in the finished
work of Christ on our behalf.

•

We want to equip every member to verbally share the good news of the gospel with
others.

B. The context of our evangelism.
1. Personal
•

We encourage each of our members to bear witness to Jesus Christ and share the
gospel (a) in the network of relationships he provides for us, and (b) in contexts
where we have particular opportunity or for which we have a particular burden.

2. Corporate
•

The New Testament presents unity in the church body as a primary witness to the
supernatural power of the gospel. Various SGC contexts provide opportunities to
introduce people to what is perhaps the most powerful witness to the truth of the
gospel: the community of our local church.

VI. Praying Together
We desire the life and ministry of our church—individually and corporately—to be
dependent upon and fueled by prayer.
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A. Prayer is at the heart of our existence.
•

Prayer lies at the very heart of God’s eternal plan to have a people for himself—a people
who know him and who are known by him.

•

So prayer is not simply something Christians do; it’s an expression of who we are:
children of a heavenly Father who live delighting in and depending upon him.

Matt 6:5, 6, 7: “And when you pray . . . but when you pray . . . and when you pray . . .”
Matt 6:9: “Pray, then, like this: “Our Father in heaven . . .””
1 Thess 5:17: “Pray without ceasing.”
B. Prayer is at the heart of our ministry.
Acts 2: “And they devoted themselves to the apostles' teaching and the fellowship, to the breaking of
bread and the prayers.”
Eph 3:14-19: “For this reason I bow my knees before the Father, from whom every family in heaven
and on earth is named, that according to the riches of his glory he may grant you to be strengthened
with power through his Spirit in your inner being, so that Christ may dwell in your hearts through
faith-- that you, being rooted and grounded in love, may have strength to comprehend with all the
saints what is the breadth and length and height and depth, and to know the love of Christ that
surpasses knowledge, that you may be filled with all the fullness of God.”
Col 4:2: “Continue steadfastly in prayer, being watchful in it with thanksgiving.”
C. Prayer is at the heart of our mission.
Matt 9:37-38: “Then he said to his disciples, "The harvest is plentiful, but the laborers are few;
therefore pray earnestly to the Lord of the harvest to send out laborers into his harvest."
Col 4:3-4: “At the same time, pray also for us, that God may open to us a door for the word, to
declare the mystery of Christ, on account of which I am in prison - that I may make it clear, which is
how I ought to speak.”
VII.

Experiencing God’s Presence
A vibrant experience of the Holy Spirit is not meant to be the domain of a narrow brand of
Christian; the Spirit is God’s empowering presence for the entirety of the life of the
Christian and the church.
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John 14:16-18: “And I will ask the Father, and he will give you another Helper, to be with you
forever, even the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive, because it neither sees him nor
knows him. You know him, for he dwells with you and will be in you. I will not leave you as
orphans; I will come to you.”
“. . . the Spirit’s major role in Paul’s view of things lies with his being the
absolutely essential constituent of the whole of Christian life, from beginning
to end. The Spirit thus empowers ethical life in all of its dimensions—
personal, corporate, and in the world. Believers in Christ, who for Paul are
“Spirit people” first and foremost, are variously described as living by the
Spirit, walking in the Spirit, being led by the Spirit, bearing the fruit of the
Spirit, and sowing to the Spirit. . . . the Spirit conforms the believer into the
likeness of Christ to the glory of God. The Spirit is therefore the empowering
presence of God for living the life of God in the present.”
Gordon Fee
A. The Bible doesn’t just tell us things to believe about the Spirit—it exhorts to a posture of
heart concerning the Spirit’s work.
1 Cor. 14:1 “Pursue love, and earnestly desire the spiritual gifts…”
James 4:6-8: “But he gives more grace. Therefore it says, ‘God opposes the proud, but gives grace
to the humble.’ Submit yourselves therefore to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from you.
Draw near to God, and he will draw near to you.”
B. This posture has both personal and corporate implications: we experience the Spirit’s
empowering work as we passionately seek God and dependently serve God.
1. Pursue God’s active presence personally.
•

Approach God daily with an attitude of dependence, gratefulness, and hunger.

•

Recognize your need to be filled with the Holy Spirit on a daily basis.
Eph 5:18: “And do not get drunk with wine, for that is debauchery, but be filled with
the Spirit . . .”
Acts 4:31: “And when they had prayed, the place in which they were gathered together
was shaken, and they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and continued to speak the
word of God with boldness.”

•

Serve others diligently.
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1 Peter 4:10: “As each has received a gift, use it to serve one another, as good
stewards of God's varied grace.”
•

The Spirit’s empowering work aims at our personal sanctification, mutual edification,
and evangelistic witness. To pursue godliness, serve others, and share Christ with
non-believers is to pursue the Spirit’s work our lives.

2. Expect to experience God’s presence when we gather.
•

While individual believers have the privilege of experiencing God’s presence,
this is especially true of the gathered church. The glorious reality of new
covenant worship is worship in the presence of God.
Heb 12:22-24: “But you have come to Mount Zion and to the city of the living God, the
heavenly Jerusalem, and to innumerable angels in festal gathering, and to the assembly of
the firstborn who are enrolled in heaven, and to God, the judge of all, and to the spirits
of the righteous made perfect, and to Jesus, the mediator of a new covenant, and to the
sprinkled blood that speaks a better word than the blood of Abel.”

•

When we gather, we seek to experience his presence by:
Ø Attending to God as he addresses us through his word
Ø Responding to him in grateful adoration
Ø Seeking to love, serve, and encourage each other with our gifts

VIII. Partnering in the Broader Mission
While we have a specific mission as a church, we are also part of the Sovereign Grace family of
churches. Sovereign Grace is a union of over 60 churches in the U.S., Mexico, Canada, and
the U.K. We also have functional partnerships with churches in 15 other countries.
As churches, we partner together and with Sovereign Grace Ministries in a number of ways:
•
•
•
•
•

Church planting locally and internationally
Pastoral training via the Sovereign Grace Pastors College
Short-term missions
Music materials for the local church
Conferences

Although we’re still in our infancy as a church, we are grateful for the privilege we have to
participate in a broader mission through Sovereign Grace. We look forward to exploring more
ways in which we can directly contribute to the Great Commission as a local church.
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Our Community:
The Commitments We Make
to Each Other
We have explored the beliefs and values that shape our life as a local church. But God intends for
our doctrine and practice to emerge from within a church framework that is consistent with
Scripture’s teaching. In other words, our beliefs about God (theology) shape the way we think
about our local church (ecclesiology). The local church by necessity involves structures, roles, and
responsibilities designed to display God’s glory and strengthen every member.
The Bible is not ambiguous about the shape and function of the church. A healthy local church
gives careful consideration to the Bible’s teaching to determine how it is governed, why it gathers,
and what the relationships and responsibilities of members are to one another. In this lesson, we
will explore the Bible’s teaching on the responsibilities of pastoral leadership and membership in
the local church.
I.

How is the Church Governed?
A. Elder-Governed Church: It is our view that Scripture teaches that elders are to lead,
direct and manage the affairs of the church and that such leadership and care are a Godgiven means of grace to the church. (Rom. 12:8; Acts 20:17-38; 1 Thess. 5:12-13; 1 Tim
3:1-7; 5:17; Titus 1:7-9; Heb. 13:17; 1 Peter 5:1-5) Elders are to be chosen for ministry
by elders and must meet the clear requirements found in Scripture (1 Tim 3:1-7; Titus
1:5-9). A wise eldership will seek the affirmation of the congregation regarding the
fitness of future elders.
B. Vitally Involved Members: While the elders bear the responsibility to lead, generally
speaking there is no fundamental distinction among believers in Christ’s body. Under
the new covenant, there is no mediating class of leaders between God and his people
(Jer 31:31-34), but all Christians—elder and congregation alike—have equal access to God
through Christ (Gal 3:28), are “priests” of God (1 Pet 2:9), possess the Holy Spirit and
spiritual gifts (Acts 2:17-18; 1 Cor 6:19; 2 Cor 1:22), receive illumination from the
Spirit (1 Cor 2:6-16), and all other spiritual blessings in Christ (Eph 1:3ff.).
•

The health of the local church depends upon all its members, whether they
are in leadership or not. The members’ faithful participation, willing
submission, mutual love, godly example, and ongoing exercise of spiritual
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gifts and wise counsel provide strength and stability in a local church (Ex
18:24, Pr 12:15, 19:20).
C. Our Broader Partnership: While our church’s governance preserves the integrity of the
local church, we recognize that a healthy church is not isolated from accountability, nor
is it self-sufficient to carry out the Great Commission. We believe that an
interdependence with like-minded churches is the biblically prescribed means for
fulfilling the Great Commission. “Such cooperation is necessary for the protection of doctrinal
fidelity and standards of holiness, the direction of a common mission, and the disposal of common
funds” in our shared mission.4 Therefore, from our inception we have been joined
together in formal partnership with the churches of Sovereign Grace. We share:
1. A Global Mission:
Sovereign Grace churches partner together and through a ministry arm,
Sovereign Grace Ministries, we aim to care for pastors, strengthen believers,
and to help grow strong churches. These include:
•
•
•
•
•

Church planting locally and internationally
Pastoral training via Sovereign Grace Pastors College
Short-term missions
Music materials for the local church
Conferences

Individual churches, such as Sovereign Grace Church, participate in church
planting efforts by helping to identify and raise up leaders, contributing
resources, and sending teams of people to new locations for the purpose of
planting.
2. A Doctrinal Unity:
Each of the Sovereign Grace churches subscribe to the Sovereign Grace
Ministries Statement of Faith (see Appendix). The doctrinal emphases we hold
are shared by all Sovereign Grace Churches. (See Session II)
3.

An Extra-local Accountability:
While we are not congregational, we do not believe that the authority a local
eldership exercises over its congregation is absolute, without further appeal or
recourse.
Therefore the elders of local churches are accountable for their life and

4

See Sovereign Grace Ministries Book of Church Order (BCO), page 45.
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doctrine, not only to their own local congregations, but also in part to the
broader ecclesiastical body of elders in Sovereign Grace.5
Our extra-local accountability is primarily expressed in partnership with a
regional group of Sovereign Grace churches in our geographic area. Together,
we cooperate on mission strategy, mutual care, and accountability. Specifically,
a group of elders drawn from the churches in our region approve church
plants, handle any necessary judicial functions, and participate with local
elders in the ordination process.
Broader partnership and accountability is expressed through the entire body of
Sovereign Grace churches. Each church appoints 1-2 elders to serve on a
national council of elders. This representative group handles issues of national
significance for our churches, such as proposed amendments to the Statement
of Faith or Book of Church Order, or nominations to the Sovereign Grace
Leadership Team (which functions as a ministry arm of our family of churches,
under the accountability of our elders).

II.

The Role and Responsibilities of a Pastor
In the early stages of the church, leaders recognized the importance of maintaining Biblical
priorities in their labors (see Acts 6:1-4). The Scriptures outline what the job description of
a pastor should be.
A. Lead the church.
According to Scripture, elders are called by God and accountable to God to lead the
local church. The Bible describes this in various ways:
1 Timothy 5:17: “Let the elders who rule well be considered worthy of double honor,
especially those who labor in preaching and teaching.”
1 Peter 5:2: “shepherd the flock of God that is among you, exercising
oversight . . .”
Romans 12:6, 8: “Having gifts that differ according to the grace given to us, let us use them:
. . . the one who leads, with zeal;”
B. Nourish the church.

5

BCO, pg 45.
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God has ordained His word as the primary instrument for the strengthening of His
church, and He charges pastors with the task of feeding the church with His word.
Indeed, the health and future of the church depends upon its leaders faithfully
transmitting sound doctrine and Biblical practice to others.
1 Timothy 4:6: “In pointing out these things to the brethren, you will be a good servant of
Christ Jesus, constantly nourished on the words of the faith and of the sound doctrine which
you have been following.” (NASB)
2 Timothy 4:1-2: “I charge you in the presence of God and of Christ Jesus, who is to judge
the living and the dead, and by his appearing and his kingdom: preach the word; be ready in
season and out of season; reprove, rebuke, and exhort, with complete patience and teaching.”
C. Equip the church.
The pastor is to be an equipper, training the church so that each member may be
positioned for maximum fruitfulness in his or her life. One sign of effective pastoral
ministry is the extent to which people are equipped to then serve others. In a healthy
local church, leaders train—people minister!
Ephesians 4:11-12: “ And he gave the apostles, the prophets, the evangelists, the pastors and
teachers, to equip the saints for the work of ministry . . .”
2 Timothy 2:2: “and what you have heard from me in the presence of many witnesses entrust
to faithful men who will be able to teach others also.”
D. Shepherd the church.
As shepherds of God’s people, pastors are called to protect the church from the
dangers it faces, such as false teaching, the allurements of the world, and the ravaging
effects of sin. Pastors protect the church in a variety of ways:
1. Teaching sound doctrine to strengthen the church in its faith and life.
1 Timothy 4:6: “In pointing out these things to the brethren, you will be a good servant of
Christ Jesus, constantly nourished on the words of the faith and of the sound doctrine which
you have been following.”
2. Discerning errors and temptations offered by the culture, to protect the church
from erroneous doctrine or practice.
Acts 20:28-31: “Be on guard for yourselves and for all the flock, among which the Holy
Spirit has made you overseers, to shepherd the church of God which He purchased with His
own blood. I know that after my departure savage wolves will come in among you, not
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sparing the flock; and from among your own selves men will arise, speaking perverse things, to
draw away the disciples after them. Therefore be on the alert, remembering that night and
day for a period of three years I did not cease to admonish each one with tears.”
3. Modeling, encouraging, and protecting Biblical standards of godliness. This
includes, when necessary, the administering of church discipline in cases of
unrepentant believers in a Biblical and redemptive manner.6
Matthew 18:15-17: “If your brother sins, go and show him his fault in private; if he listens
to you, you have won your brother. But if he does not listen to you, take one or two more with
you, so that that by the mouth of two or three witnesses every fact may be confirmed. If he
refuses to listen to them, tell it to the church; and if he refuses to listen even to the church, let
him be to you as a Gentile and a tax collector.”
“A shepherd’s oversight of the flock expresses itself broadly in two ways. First, the
shepherds provide truthful, positive direction and leadership to the flock. Second,
they watch for spiritual dangers such as sin, false teaching, and false teachers,
including Satan’s assaults against the church.”
John MacArthur, Jr.
“Pastoral care is the loving concern of Christ for his flock which he shows them by
providing under-shepherds whose duty it is to equip the saints to minister care to
each other.”
John Piper
E. Serve the church.
Although pastors are responsible to lead the church, they are to do so as servants.
Following the example of Jesus who “came not to be served but to serve” (Mark 10:45),
leaders are to posture themselves as servants and expend themselves for the glory of
God and the good of others.
Mark 10:43-45: “… whoever wishes to become great among you shall be your servant; and
whoever wishes to be first among you shall be slave of all. For even the Son of Man did not
come to be served, but to serve, and to give His life a ransom for many."
1 Peter 5:2-3: “…not under compulsion, but voluntarily, according to the will of God; and
not for sordid gain, but with eagerness; nor yet as lording it over those allotted to your charge,
but proving to be examples to the flock.”
F. Be an example to the church.

6

See Appendix for Sovereign Grace Church’s policy for handling church discipline.
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Pastors are, of course, sinners and sheep, just like every other member of the church.
However, pastors are called to be an example to the flock—not a sinless example or a
perfect example, but a faithful one.
1 Peter 5:1-3: “So I exhort the elders among you, as a fellow elder and a witness of the
sufferings of Christ, as well as a partaker in the glory that is going to be revealed: shepherd
the flock of God that is among you, exercising oversight, not under compulsion, but willingly,
as God would have you; not for shameful gain, but eagerly; not domineering over those in
your charge, but being examples to the flock.”
1 Tim 4:12: “Let no one despise you for your youth, but set the believers an example in
speech, in conduct, in love, in faith, in purity.”
III.

The Role and Responsibilities of Members.
The New Testament is clear that each Christian is allotted by God to a specific local
church and its eldership (1 Pet. 5:2-3). This divine assignment is designed to produce a
community that brings glory to God and a powerful gospel-witness to the world. The
Bible holds out particular responsibilities for Christians which, when fulfilled,
strengthen the church’s health and witness.
Therefore as Sovereign Grace Church, there are certain expectations of members,
which are simply expressions of a biblical commitment to a particular local church. We
expect that any member who is pursuing their relationship with God and believes that
God has called them to this church will faithfully fulfill these priorities:
A. Give attention to your relationship with God.
The Bible describes our relationship with God as a communion made possible by the
substitutionary sacrifice of our Savior, Jesus. Through God’s justifying and adopting
grace, we are declared righteous before God as his sons and daughters. Therefore, we
have the daily privilege, whether privately or corporately, to commune with our Father
and experience the power and comfort of his Spirit through the Word and prayer. As
we abide in the love of God, walking in the grace of the gospel and obedience to his
Word, our faith is strengthened and we’re promised a life of fruitfulness.
But you, beloved, building yourselves up in your most holy faith and praying in the Holy
Spirit, keep yourselves in the love of God, waiting for the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ that
leads to eternal life. (Jude 20-21)
“I am the vine; you are the branches. Whoever abides in me and I in him, he it is that bears
much fruit, for apart from me you can do nothing.” (John 15:5)
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“I have no greater joy than to hear that my children are walking in the truth.” (3 John 4).
B. Cultivate love for the members of your local church.
“A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another: just as I have loved you, you
also are to love one another. By this all people will know that you are my disciples, if you
have love for one another.” (John 13:34-35)
Jesus could have said, they will know we are Christians by how we love the world.
But he didn’t. Instead he drew, in effect, a circle around the disciples and said, “By
the love you show one another, the world will know that you belong to me.” As a
local church demonstrates Christ-like love amongst its members, a compelling
evangelistic witness emerges. Love that celebrates another’s joy and grieves
another’s suffering, and is marked by holiness, faithfulness, forgiveness and
encouragement “adorns the gospel”--shining brightly in a world committed to selflove.
C. Faithfully Participate in the Sunday Meetings.
“Let us hold fast the confession of our hope without wavering, for he who promised is
faithful. And let us consider how to stir up one another to love and good works, not neglecting
to meet together, as is the habit of some, but encouraging one another, and all the more as
you see the Day drawing near.” (Hebrews 10:23-25)
The life of the church isn’t limited to a meeting, but there’s no more significant
aspect of our life together than our gatherings on Sundays. It is in this weekly
context that the church body comes together to encourage each other as we:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Hear the Word read and preached.
Declare our dependence and trust in God through prayer.
Sing the truths of God’s Word in response to his grace.
Participate in the sacraments.
Edify one another through the gifts of the Spirit.
Contribute to the ministry of the church.

This is the pattern we see throughout the New Testament.
“And they devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, to the breaking of
bread and the prayers.” (Acts 2:42)
“Let us hold fast the confession of our hope without wavering, for he who promised is
faithful. And let us consider how to stir up one another to love and good works, not neglecting
to meet together, as is the habit of some, but encouraging one another, and all the more as
you see the Day drawing near.” (Hebrews 10:23-25)
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D. Support the church financially.
Stewardship involves the faithful use of resources that belong to another. All that
we have comes from God and an authentic relationship with Christ will find
expression in the faithful use of our resources for His purposes and the needs of
others.
1. The substance of stewardship. Throughout salvation history, God has called His
people to support His work through giving.
•

In the Old Testament, God’s people were to give a tithe, or the first tenth,
of their income to God. This practice predated the giving of the Law (Gen.
14:20; Gen. 28:22), and was later formalized in the Law of Moses for the
maintenance of the temple and provision for the priests and Levites who
served there (Lev. 27:30-32; Deut. 14:22-24).

•

The Old Testament practice of tithing embodies many principles carried
forth into the New Testament: consistent giving, giving to support the
worship and mission of God’s people, giving to support those called to
minister to God’s people, and giving to care for the oppressed.

•

In the New Testament, what it means to obey God’s law is broadened and
intensified due to the transforming work of the Spirit in light of Christ’s
work on the cross (for example, hatred is likened to murder—Matt. 5:21-22;
lust is likened to adultery—Matt. 5:27-28). In the same way, our consistent
giving is not merely to be thought of as “paying our dues,” but should flow
from the giving of our entire selves to God. It is a reminder of God’s
ownership of us.

2. The work of stewardship. Giving to support the work of the church remains an
expectation of believers.
•

Supporting individuals:
“There was not a needy person among them, for as many as were owners of lands or
houses sold them and brought the proceeds of what was sold and laid it at the
apostles' feet, and it was distributed to each as any had need.” (Acts 4:34-35)

•

Giving to support the church’s leaders so they can devote their time and
energies to serving the church:
“Do you not know that those who are employed in the temple service get their food
from the temple, and those who serve at the altar share in the sacrificial offerings? In
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the same way, the Lord commanded that those who proclaim the gospel should get
their living by the gospel.” (1 Cor 9:13-14. See also 1 Tim 5:17-18; Gal 6:6; Ex
23:19; 1 Cor 16:2)
•

Giving to support the extension of the gospel:
“And you Philippians yourselves know that in the beginning of the gospel, when I left
Macedonia, no church entered into partnership with me in giving and receiving,
except you only. Even in Thessalonica you sent me help for my needs once and
again.” (Phil 4:15-16)

•

The practice of tithing embodies important biblical guidelines and
provides a helpful starting point for regular giving to the church. Believers
are commanded to financially support the local church where they receive
care and training. We desire the members of the church to rejoice in the
privilege of sharing in God’s work here at Sovereign Grace Church.

3.The heart of stewardship. What we actually do with our money reveals where our heart
truly is (Matt. 6:21). In addition to commands to give, Scripture also addresses our
motives and attitudes towards giving:
•
•
•
•
•

Giving is to be generous, not stingy. (2 Cor 9:6)
Giving is to be enthusiastic, not grudging. (2 Cor 9:7)
Giving is to be deliberate, not haphazard. (2 Cor 9:7; Acts 11:29)
Giving is to be discreet, not showy. (Matt 6:1-4)
Giving is to be with faith, not anxiety. (Mal 3:10)

E. Follow the church’s pastoral leadership.
To our individualistic culture, the Bible’s commands concerning leaders might
seem antiquated or, perhaps, authoritative. Neither is the case. And, as with all the
Bible’s commands, proper understanding and faith-filled obedience will result in
blessing for ourselves and for the church as a whole. What should our attitude be
characterized by?
1. A faith-filled submission.
Hebrews 13:17: “Obey your leaders and submit to them, for they keep watch over your souls
as those who will give an account. Let them do this with joy and not with grief, for this
would be unprofitable for you.”
Fundamentally, submission is an attitude: a disposition to affirm and support the
leadership of the church, and to increase its effectiveness through joyful and faith-filled
participation. Submission does not mean passivity or blind obedience. Rather,
submission is an expression of faith towards God—that He has appointed leaders
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for us and He will use them for our good. It recognizes the critical role that
leadership plays in bringing about God’s purposes in the church and in the lives of
believers.
2. A ministry of prayer for your pastors and church.
Pastors view their ministry as a profound privilege but are very aware of their need
for God’s grace. Your pastors are “jars of clay” who are familiar with weakness and
temptation, and yet are called to provide wise leadership, sound teaching and
pastoral care that can only come from God. We join with Paul, the apostle, and
appeal that you pray for all the saints of SGC and specifically for the pastors.
“To that end keep alert with all perseverance, making supplication for all the saints,
and also for me, that words may be given to me in opening my mouth boldly to
proclaim the mystery of the gospel…” (Eph. 6:18-19)
3. A God-honoring appreciation.
1 Thessalonians 5:12-13: “But we request of you, brethren, that you appreciate those who
diligently labor among you, and have charge over you in the Lord and give you instruction,
and that you esteem them very highly in love because of their work.”
The Biblical concept of honor exhorts us to recognize God’s provision through
another person, to cultivate gratitude for this provision, and rightfully to appreciate
and acknowledge those who have served and benefited us. In so doing, we are
actually giving glory to God for His goodness to us through other people.
An unfortunate confusion exists between exalting leaders and honoring leaders in
the body of Christ. Exalting leaders is idolatry and is totally unacceptable.
Honoring leaders, however, is Biblical and should be the regular attitude and
practice of every Christian.
F. Pursue God-honoring relationships.
God’s Word charges us to “be imitators of God as beloved children.” (Eph. 5.1) So
we want to reflect his holiness in our lives, personally and corporately, in our
speech and conduct.
“Let no corrupting talk come out of your mouths, but only such as is good for
building up, as fits the occasion, that it may give grace to those who hear. And do
not grieve the Holy Spirit of God, by whom you were sealed for the day of
redemption. Let all bitterness and wrath and anger and clamor and slander be put
away from you, along with all malice. Be kind to one another, tenderhearted,
forgiving one another, as God in Christ forgave you.” (Eph. 4.29-32)
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“But sexual immorality and all impurity or covetousness must not even be named
among you, as is proper among saints. Let there be no filthiness nor foolish talk nor
crude joking, which are out of place, but instead let there be thanksgiving. For you
may be sure of this, that everyone who is sexually immoral or impure, or who is
covetous (that is, an idolater), has no inheritance in the kingdom of Christ and God.
Let no one deceive you with empty words, for because of these things the wrath of
God comes upon the sons of disobedience. Therefore do not become partners with
them; for at one time you were darkness, but now you are light in the Lord. Walk as
children of light.” (Eph 5:3-8)
G. Receiving New Members and Pursuing Straying Members.
While we believe the elders bear final responsibility for matters related to receiving
members and placing members outside of the church (excommunication), we believe
each member of a church should carry a sense of responsibility for affirming those who
are added and those who are straying in unrepentant sin.
1.

Affirming New Members:
Before accepting new members, the pastors will present them to the church as
candidates for membership, allowing a limited time for members to privately ask a
pastor questions about a prospective member if there is concern that he/she is not
a believer, is living in unrepentant sin, or has not left a former church in good
standing.

2.

Pursuing members who stray:
God’s holy love is expressed as the church faithfully pursues unrepentant church
members. Scripture makes clear that our pursuit and correction of those who stray
is always to be marked by love for the individual and a commitment to God’s glory.
If the straying individual refuses to repent of their sin, the church is responsible to
walk out the redemptive process of discipline. (See Appendix: Commitment to
Church Discipline).

H. Participate in Evangelistic and Discipling Relationships.
The structures of fellowship within our church are both formal and informal. They
are designed to help facilitate mature care and discipling relationships between
members.
IV.

The Significance of Our Church Commitment.
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A. Why Have A Church Commitment?
1. Just as a statement of faith summarizes what we believe the Bible teaches, a church’s
commitment gives expression to how we commit to live together.
2. In a world that embraces individualism and expresses suspicion about authority and
commitment and holiness, the grace of God shines brightly through Christians who
gladly bind themselves to God and other believers in the context of the local church.
B. How will a church commitment function at Sovereign Grace Church?
This document will function as a commitment between each of us as members. It is a
statement that we agree to be held accountable by this particular body of believers, this
local representation of Christ’s church. Likewise, we agree to hold others in the church
accountable. To hold accountable simply means to “take responsibility for.” A church
commitment void of this responsibility is a worthless document. The love we have for one
another shows the world we are disciples of Jesus Christ. This commitment reminds us,
pushes us, calls us to live out by grace that which we believe by grace. We both want to
know (our statement of faith) and do (church commitment).
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Beliefs
There are certain beliefs all true churches share in common. At the same time, individual
churches may be faithful to the gospel while differing from each other in theological
emphases and ministry priorities. Complete agreement with our emphases is not required
for the sake of membership, but it should be known that SGC will preach, teach and
counsel in accordance with these theological convictions. Please read the Sovereign Grace
Church’s “Statement of Faith” in the Appendix and address any questions, comments, or
concerns with a pastor. The list below summarizes some of our main theological priorities.
We desire Sovereign Grace Church to be:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Gospel-centered
Reformed in soteriology
Baptistic
Continuationist
Complementarian

We ask all members to adhere to SGC’s “Beliefs” and not to actively oppose or be divisive
over the teaching of the larger “Statement of Faith” and SGC’s theological priorities, which
are stated above and clarified in “Session 2.” Any disagreements affecting your faith to
participate, support and follow should be brought to the pastors for discussion.
The Bible is the Word of God, fully inspired and without error. It is the supreme and final
authority for all matters of Christian life and belief.
There is one true and living God, who eternally exists in three persons—Father, Son, and
Holy Spirit—who are equal in every divine perfection and who execute distinct but
harmonious offices in all the work of the Godhead.
Man, male and female, was created by God in His own image, but through sin incurred
physical and spiritual death. As a result, all people are separated from God because of their
sin and are lost and without hope apart from salvation in Christ.
The Gospel is the good news of God’s saving actions towards sinners through Jesus Christ.
Jesus Christ, the eternal son of God, took on human nature, lived a sinless life, and died a
substitutionary death for sinners. On the third day he rose from the grave victorious over
sin and death. He ascended into heaven where, at God's right hand, he intercedes for his
people and rules as Lord over all.
Salvation is a free gift that comes only by God’s grace, through faith in Jesus Christ alone.
Anyone who turns from their sin and trusts in Jesus Christ and His death on their behalf is
justified before God—declared to be righteous in his sight, apart from any work or virtue
on their part—and receives forgiveness of sins and the gift of eternal life.
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The Holy Spirit manifests God’s presence and activity in the world. He applies the gospel
to sinners, giving them the new birth. He works progressively to transform genuine
believers more and more into the image of Christ. His work is carried on in our hearts
through such appointed means as the study of Scripture, prayer, worship, and fellowship
with other believers. The Holy Spirit also empowers believers for Christian witness and
service and gives gifts for the building up of the body of Christ, the church.
The universal church is composed of all genuine followers of Christ in all ages. It exists to
worship, serve, and glorify God and proclaim his gospel of grace throughout the world. All
members of the universal church are to be vitally committed members of a local church,
where they receive pastoral care and the opportunity to employ their God-given gifts in His
service.
Jesus Christ’s return to earth will occur personally, visibly, and suddenly. He will establish
His kingdom in the new heavens and the new earth. We believe in the bodily resurrection
of both the saved and the lost—the saved to endless joy, living and reigning with Christ,
and the lost to endless punishment away from the benevolent presence of God.
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Sovereign Grace Ministries
Statement of Faith
The Scriptures
We accept the Bible, including the 39 books of the Old Testament and the 27 books of the
New Testament, as the written Word of God. The Bible is the only essential and infallible
record of God’s self-disclosure to mankind. It leads us to salvation through faith in Jesus
Christ. Being given by God, the Scriptures are both fully and verbally inspired by God.
Therefore, as originally given, the Bible is free of error in all it teaches. Each book is to be
interpreted according to its context and purpose and in reverent obedience to the Lord
who speaks through it in living power. All believers are exhorted to study the Scriptures
and diligently apply them to their lives. The Scriptures are the authoritative and normative
rule and guide of all Christian life, practice, and doctrine. They are totally sufficient and
must not be added to, superseded, or changed by later tradition, extra-biblical revelation,
or worldly wisdom. Every doctrinal formulation, whether of creed, confession, or theology
must be put to the test of the full counsel of God in Holy Scripture.
God is triune
There is one God: infinite, eternal, almighty, and perfect in holiness, truth, and love. In
the unity of the godhead there are three persons, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, co-existent,
co-equal, co-eternal. The Father is not the Son and the Son is not the Holy Spirit, yet each
is truly Deity. One God—Father, Son and Holy Spirit—is the foundation of Christian faith
and life.
God the Father
God the Father is the Creator of heaven and earth. By his Word and for his glory, he freely
and supernaturally created the world from nothing. Through the same Word he daily
sustains all his creatures. He rules over all and is the only Sovereign. His plans and
purposes cannot be thwarted. He is faithful to every promise, works all things together for
good to those who love him, and in his unfathomable grace gave his Son, Jesus Christ, for
mankind’s redemption. He made man for fellowship with himself, and intended that all
creation should live to the praise of his glory.
Jesus Christ
Jesus Christ, the only begotten Son of God, was the eternal Word made flesh,
supernaturally conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary. He was perfect in
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nature, teaching, and obedience. He is fully God and fully man. He was always with God
and is God. Through him all things came into being and were created. He was before all
things and in him all things hold together by the word of his power. He is the image of the
invisible God, the first-born of all creation, and in him dwells the fullness of the godhead
bodily. He is the only Savior for the sins of the world, having shed his blood and died a
vicarious death on Calvary’s cross. By his death in our place, he revealed the divine love
and upheld divine justice, removing our guilt and reconciling us to God. Having redeemed
us from sin, the third day he rose bodily from the grave, victorious over death and the
powers of darkness, and for a period of 40 days appeared to more than 500 witnesses,
performing many convincing proofs of his resurrection. He ascended into heaven where, at
God’s right hand, he intercedes for his people and rules as Lord over all. He is the Head of
his body, the Church, and should be adored, loved, served, and obeyed by all.
The Holy Spirit
The Holy Spirit, the Lord and Giver of life, convicts the world of sin, righteousness, and
judgment. Through the proclamation of the gospel he persuades men to repent of their
sins and confess Jesus as Lord. By the same Spirit a person is led to trust in divine mercy.
The Holy Spirit unites believers to Jesus Christ in faith, brings about the new birth, and
dwells within the regenerate. The Holy Spirit has come to glorify the Son, who in turn
came to glorify the Father. He will lead the Church into a right understanding and rich
application of the truth of God’s Word. He is to be respected, honored, and worshiped as
God the Third Person of the Trinity.
Man
God made man—male and female—in his own image, as the crown of creation, that man
might have fellowship with him. Tempted by Satan, man rebelled against God. Being
estranged from his Maker, yet responsible to him, he became subject to divine wrath,
inwardly depraved and, apart from a special work of grace, utterly incapable of returning to
God. This depravity is radical and pervasive. It extends to his mind, will, and affections.
Unregenerate man lives under the dominion of sin and Satan. He is at enmity with God,
hostile toward God, and hateful of God. Fallen, sinful people, whatever their character or
attainments, are lost and without hope apart from salvation in Christ.
The gospel
Jesus Christ is the gospel. The good news is revealed in his birth, life, death, resurrection,
and ascension. Christ’s crucifixion is the heart of the gospel, his resurrection is the power
of the gospel, and his ascension is the glory of the gospel. Christ’s death is a substitutionary
and propitiatory sacrifice to God for our sins. It satisfies the demands of God’s holy justice
and appeases his holy wrath. It also demonstrates his mysterious love and reveals his
amazing grace. Jesus Christ is the only mediator between God and man. There is no other
name by which men must be saved. At the heart of all sound doctrine is the cross of Jesus
Christ and the infinite privilege that redeemed sinners have of glorifying God because of
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what he has accomplished. Therefore, we want all that takes place in our hearts, churches,
and ministries to proceed from and be related to the cross.
Man’s response to the gospel
Man’s response to the gospel is rooted and grounded in the free and unconditional
election of God for his own pleasure and glory. It is also true that the message of the gospel
is only effectual to those who genuinely repent of their sins and, by God’s grace, put saving
faith in Christ. This gospel of grace is to be sincerely preached to all men in all nations.
Biblical repentance is characterized by a changed life, and saving faith is evidenced by
kingdom service or works. While neither repentance nor works save, unless a person is
willing to deny himself, pick up his cross, and follow Christ, he cannot become his disciple.
Man’s inheritance through the gospel
Salvation, the free gift of God, is provided by grace alone, through faith alone, because of
Christ alone, for the glory of God alone. Anyone turning from sin in repentance and
looking to Christ and his substitutionary death receives the gift of eternal life and is
declared righteous by God as a free gift. The righteousness of Christ is imputed to him. He
is justified and fully accepted by God. Through Christ’s atonement for sin an individual is
reconciled to God as Father and becomes his child. The believer is forgiven the debt of his
sin and, via the miracle of regeneration, liberated from the law of sin and death into the
freedom of God’s Spirit.
Sanctification
The Holy Spirit is the active agent in our sanctification and seeks to produce his fruit in us
as our minds are renewed and we are conformed to the image of Christ. Though
indwelling sin remains a reality, as we are led by the Spirit we grow in the knowledge of the
Lord, freely keeping his commandments and endeavoring to so live in the world that all
people may see our good works and glorify our Father who is in heaven. All believers are
exhorted to persevere in the faith, knowing they will have to give an account to God for
their every thought, word, and deed. The spiritual disciplines, especially Bible study,
prayer, worship and confession, are a vital means of grace in this regard. Nevertheless, the
believer’s ultimate confidence to persevere is based in the sure promise of God to preserve
his people until the end, which is most certain.
Empowered by the Spirit
In addition to effecting regeneration and sanctification, the Holy Spirit also empowers
believers for Christian witness and service. While all genuine believers are indwelt by the
Holy Spirit at conversion, the New Testament indicates the importance of an ongoing,
empowering work of the Spirit subsequent to conversion as well. Being indwelt by the
Spirit and being filled with the Spirit are theologically distinct experiences. The Holy Spirit
desires to fill each believer continually with increased power for Christian life and witness,
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and imparts his supernatural gifts for the edification of the Body and for various works of
ministry in the world. All the gifts of the Holy Spirit at work in the church of the first
century are available today, are vital for the mission of the church, and are to be earnestly
desired and practiced.
The Church
God by his Word and Spirit creates the Church, calling sinful men out of the whole
human race into the fellowship of Christ’s Body. By the same Word and Spirit, he guides
and preserves that new redeemed humanity. The Church is not a religious institution or
denomination. Rather, the Church universal is made up of those who have become
genuine followers of Jesus Christ and have personally appropriated the gospel. The Church
exists to worship and glorify God as Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. It also exists to serve him
by faithfully doing his will in the earth. This involves a commitment to see the gospel
preached and churches planted in all the world for a testimony. The ultimate mission of
the Church is the making of disciples through the preaching of the gospel. When God
transforms human nature, this then becomes the chief means of society’s transformation.
Upon conversion, newly redeemed men and women are added to a local church, in which
they devote themselves to teaching, fellowship, the Lord’s Supper, and prayer.
All members of the Church universal are to be a vital and committed part of a local
church. In this context they are called to walk out the New Covenant as the people of God,
and demonstrate the reality of the kingdom of God. The ascended Christ has given gift
ministries to the church (including apostles, prophets, evangelists, pastors and teachers) for
the equipping of Christ’s body that it might mature and grow. Through the gift ministries,
all members of the Church are to be nurtured and equipped for the work of ministry.
Women play a vital role in the life of the church, but in keeping with God’s created design
they are not permitted “to teach or to exercise authority over a man” (1 Timothy 2:12
ESV). Leadership in the church is male. In the context of the local church, God’s people
receive pastoral care and leadership and the opportunity to employ their God-given gifts in
his service in relation to one another and to the world.
Sacraments of the Church
Water baptism is intended only for the individual who has received the saving benefits of
Christ’s atoning work and become his disciple. Therefore, in obedience to Christ’s
command and as a testimony to God, the Church, oneself, and the world, a believer
should be immersed in water in the name of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit. Water
baptism is a visual demonstration of a person’s union with Christ in the likeness of his
death and resurrection. It signifies that his former way of life has been put to death, and
vividly depicts a person’s release from the mastery of sin.
As with water baptism, the Lord’s Supper is to be observed only by those who have become
genuine followers of Christ. This ordinance symbolizes the breaking of Christ’s body and
the shedding of his blood on our behalf, and is to be observed repeatedly throughout the
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Christian life as a sign of continued participation in the atoning benefits of Christ’s death.
As we partake of the Lord’s Supper with an attitude of faith and self-examination, we
remember and proclaim the death of Christ, receive spiritual nourishment for our souls,
and signify our unity with other members of Christ’s body.
The Consummation
The Consummation of all things includes the visible, personal and glorious return of Jesus
Christ, the resurrection of the dead and the translation of those alive in Christ, the
judgment of the just and the unjust, and the fulfillment of Christ’s kingdom in the new
heavens and the new earth. In the Consummation, Satan with his hosts and all those
outside Christ are finally separated from the benevolent presence of God, enduring eternal
punishment, but the righteous, in glorious bodies, shall live and reign with him forever.
Married to Christ as his Bride, the Church will be in the presence of God forever, serving
him and giving him unending praise and glory. Then shall the eager expectation of
creation be fulfilled and the whole earth shall proclaim the glory of God who makes all
things new.
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Membership Agreement
Having been brought by God’s sovereign grace to repent and believe in the good news of
Jesus Christ and his saving work, and having been baptized upon our profession of faith,
we do now, relying on His grace, solemnly and joyfully affirm our commitment to each
other.
We will pray and labor to be faithful disciples of Jesus Christ, devoted to the glory of God,
resting in the gospel of his Son, and dependent upon the work of the Holy Spirit.
To that end,
We will not forsake assembling together, but will faithfully attend our corporate worship,
treasuring our church’s weekly opportunity to sing, pray, and receive the whole counsel of
God’s Word. We will defend and maintain a gospel-centered ministry by upholding and
attending to biblical preaching, the administration of the sacraments, and the exercise of
church discipline.
We will walk together in brotherly love, as becomes the members of a local church: we will
pray for and serve one another, exercise an affectionate care and watchfulness over each
other, and reject all opportunities to speak or hear gossip or slander. We will instead seek
to encourage one another and build each other up in the faith.
We will rejoice with those who rejoice and endeavor with tenderness and sympathy to bear
each other’s burdens and sorrows.
We will seek to proclaim and adorn the gospel of Christ before our family, friends, and
neighbors and faithfully transfer the gospel to future generations.
We will contribute cheerfully and regularly to the support of our local church, to the care
of our members, and to the spread of the gospel locally and to all nations.
We will, if we move from this place, as soon as possible, unite with some other church
where we can carry out the spirit of this commitment and the teaching of God’s Word.
May the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the
Holy Spirit be with us all. Amen.
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Commitment to Peacemaking
Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called sons of God (Matt. 5:9).
Our church is committed to building a “culture of peace” that reflects God’s peace and the
power of the gospel of Christ in our lives. As we stand in the light of the cross, we realize
that bitterness, unforgiveness and broken relationships are not appropriate for the people
whom God has reconciled to himself through the sacrifice of his only Son (John 13:34-35;
Eph. 4:29-32; Col. 3:12-14).
Therefore, we look to the Scriptures and the Holy Spirit for guidance on how we can
respond to conflict in a way that will honor God, promote justice, reconcile relationships,
and preserve our witness for Christ. As God gives us his wisdom and grace, we are
committed to actively teaching and encouraging one another to live out the following
principles of peacemaking and reconciliation:
Personal Peacemaking
Whenever we are faced with conflict, our primary goal will be to glorify God with our
thoughts, words and actions (1 Cor. 10:31).
We will try to get the “logs” out of our own eyes before focusing on what others may have
done wrong (Matt. 7:3-5).
We will seek to overlook minor offenses (Prov. 19:11).
We will refrain from all gossip, backbiting and slander (Eph. 4:29). If we have a problem
with others, we will talk to them, not about them.
We will make “charitable judgments” toward one another by believing the best about each
other until we have facts that prove otherwise (1 Cor. 13:7; James 4:11-12).
If an offense is too serious to overlook, or if we think someone may have something against
us, we will go promptly to seek reconciliation (Matt. 5:23-24; 18:15).
When we offer a word of correction to others, we will do so humbly, realizing that we’re
vulnerable to the same temptations (Gal 6:1b), as well as graciously and gently, with the
goal of serving and restoring them, rather than beating them down (Prov. 12:18; Eph. 4:29;
Gal. 6:1a).
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When someone tries to correct us, we will ask God to help us resist prideful defensiveness
and to welcome correction with humility (Ps. 141:5; Prov. 15:32), seeing it as a expression of
another’s care for us and a potential aid in our growth in godliness.
When we discuss or negotiate substantive issues, we will look out for others’ interests as well
as our own (Phil. 2:3-4).
Assisted Peacemaking
When two of us cannot resolve a conflict privately, we will seek the mediation of wise people
in our church and listen humbly to their counsel (Matt. 18:16; Phil. 4:2-3).
If our dispute is with a church leader, we will look to other leaders for assistance (1 Timothy
5:19-21).
When informal mediation does not resolve a dispute, we will seek formal assistance from
our church leaders or people they appoint, and we will submit to their counsel and correction
(Matt. 18:17-20).
If a person coming to our church has an unresolved conflict with someone in his former
church, we will require and assist him to make every reasonable effort to be reconciled to the
other person before joining our church (Matt. 5:23-24; Rom. 12:18).
When a conflict involves matters of doctrine or church discipline, we will submit to the
procedures set forth in our Commitment to Church Discipline. If we have a legal dispute
with or within our church and cannot resolve it internally through the steps given above, we
will obey God’s command not to go into the civil court (1 Cor. 6:1-8). Instead, we will submit
the duly appointed church courts as outlined in the SGM Book of Church Order.
Above all, we pray that our ministry of peacemaking will bring praise to our Lord Jesus Christ
and lead others to know his infinite love and peace.
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Commitment to Biblical Counseling
I myself am convinced, my brothers, that you yourselves are full of goodness, complete in knowledge and
competent to instruct one another (Rom. 15:14).

All Christians struggle with situations that go beyond personal wisdom or ability. This can
include life decisions, serious choices, significant trials, or sin and the effect it has on our
lives and our relationships. Whenever believers are faced with such decisions or challenges,
or are unable to overcome sinful attitudes or behaviors through personal efforts, God word
calls them to seek assistance from other believers, and when needed from church leaders,
who have the responsibility of providing pastoral counseling and oversight (see Prov. 11:14,
15:22; Rom. 15:14; Gal. 6:1-2; 2 Tim. 4:1-2; Heb. 13:17; James 5:16). Therefore, this
church encourages its members to involve others, including our pastors, in such
circumstances: seeking counsel, soliciting prayer, pursuing wisdom, confessing sin, etc.
We believe that the Bible provides thorough guidance and instruction for faith and life (2
Tim. 3:16-17). Therefore, our counseling is based on scriptural principles rather than those
of secular psychology or psychiatry. Unless they specifically state otherwise, none of those
who counsel in this church are trained or licensed as psychotherapists or mental health
professionals, nor should they be expected to follow the methods of such specialists.
God calls our pastors, leaders and lay-counselors to set an example for us “in speech, in life,
in love, and in faith and purity”(1 Tim. 4:12). Therefore, we expect them to treat
counselees with every respect and courtesy, and to avoid even the appearance of
impropriety or impurity during counseling (Eph. 5:3). We also expect counselees to
promptly report to the pastoral team any conduct that fails to meet this standard.
To prevent our leaders from being placed in situations that might compromise their
pastoral commitments, we, the members and attenders of this church, agree that we will
not try to compel them to testify in any legal proceeding or otherwise divulge any
confidential information they receive through pastoral counseling or ministry (Prov. 11:13,
25:9).
There are occasions when our leaders do not have sufficient time to meet with every person
who asks for counseling. At such times we expect our leaders to give first priority to people
who have formally joined the church (Gal. 6:10), and to serve those who only attend the
church by referring them to another source of godly counsel.
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Confidentiality
A gossip betrays a confidence, but a trustworthy man keeps a secret (Prov. 1:13).
The Bible teaches that Christians should carefully guard any personal and private
information that others reveal to them. Protecting confidences is a sign of Christian love
and respect (Matt. 7:12). It also discourages harmful gossip (Prov. 26:20), invites confession
(Prov. 11:13), and thus encourages people to seek needed counseling. Since these goals are
essential to the ministry of the gospel and the work of the local church, all members and
attenders are expected to refrain from gossip and to respect the confidences of others.
In particular, our leaders will carefully protect all information that they receive through
pastoral counseling. The elders, because they share the responsibility for the affairs of the
church, may counsel with each other about how to care for the church as well as specific
individuals. This is particularly necessary when:
•

a pastor is uncertain of how to counsel a person about a particular problem and
needs to seek advice from other pastors in our church or, if the person attends
another church, from the leaders of that church (Prov. 11:14);

•

the person who disclosed the information, or any other person, is in imminent
danger of serious harm unless others intervene (Prov. 24:11-12);

•

a person refuses to repent of sin and it becomes necessary to promote repentance
through accountability and redemptive church discipline (Matt. 18:15-20);

•

leaders are required by law to report suspected abuse (Rom. 13:1).
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Our Commitments on Marriage,
Divorce, and Remarriage
Marriage is a gift from God, designed to bring him glory and reflect the gospel. God intended
marriage to be a lifelong covenant relationship between and man and a woman. Divorce is a sad
fact in our society and in the church at large. While God has, from the beginning, intended that
marriage be life long7 and glorify God by reflecting the relationship of Christ and His church8,
there are times when our Lord permits a believer to seek a divorce without sinning against God or a
spouse.
We believe the only two conditions under which the Bible allows this are:
•
•

When a spouse commits sins that involve sexual contact with another person;9
When an unbelieving spouse abandons a marriage.10

It is important to note that God permits divorce in such cases. Divorce is not required, nor will the
church encourage a spouse to divorce when he or she has faith for the marriage to be restored –
even when the situations listed above exist.
For the church to condone a divorce in these cases, the spouse must submit the facts of his or her
marital situation to the pastors to determine before God in Scripture what He would permit. If a
spouse who is a member of the church should seek a divorce from another member due to
abandonment, he or she must first wait for the church to follow its practice of church discipline to
the end. A conclusion that the sinning spouse is to be treated as an unbeliever must occur before
divorce may become an option.
Separated spouses awaiting a pending divorce should consider themselves married until the day a
civil court declares the divorce final and legally recognized. They should conduct themselves in the
church as married persons.
If a divorced person becomes a member of the church, he or she must understand that remarriage
will only be condoned by the church when the circumstances surrounding the divorce fall under
the conditions listed above. If circumstances of the divorce do not conform to what Scripture
deems acceptable, the divorced person should consider before God whether he or she should seek
reconciliation with their former spouse. He or she should seek to confess to God and to his or her
former spouse any sins committed in the seeking of the divorce that did not comply with the
teaching of Scripture. He or she must recognize that apart from these conditions, remarriage is not
an option.

7

Matthew 19:4-5; 1 Corinthians 7:10-11
Ephesians 5:22-23
9
Matthew 5:31-32
10
1 Corinthians 7:12-16
8
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Commitment to Church Discipline
And let us consider how we may spur one another on toward love and good deeds (Heb. 10:24).
A. Accountability and Discipline Are Signs of God’s Love
God has established the church to reflect his character, wisdom and glory in the midst of a
fallen world (Eph. 3:10-11). He loves his church so much that he sent his Son to die for her
(Eph. 5:25). His ultimate purpose for his church is to present her as a gift to his Son; thus
Scripture refers to the church as the “bride” of Christ (Rev. 19:7). For this reason the
Father, Son and Holy Spirit are continually working to purify the church and bring her to
maturity (Eph. 5:25-27).
This does not mean that God expects the church to be made up of perfectly pure people.
He knows that the best of churches are still companies of sinners, saved by grace, who
wrestle daily with remaining sin (1 John 1:8; Phil. 3:12). Therefore, it would be unbiblical
for us to expect church members to live perfectly. What we can do, however, is confess our
common struggle with sin and our mutual need for God’s mercy and grace. We also can
spur one another on toward maturity by encouraging and holding each other accountable
to love, seek after, and obey God with all of our hearts, souls, minds and strength, and to
love others as we love ourselves (Mark 12:30-31; Heb. 10:24-25).
The Bible sometimes refers to this process of mutual encouragement and accountability as
“discipline.” The Bible never presents church discipline as being negative, legalistic or
harsh, as modern society does. True discipline originates from God himself and is always
presented as a sign of genuine love. “The Lord disciplines those he loves” (Heb. 12:6).
“Blessed is the man you discipline, O LORD, the man you teach from your law” (Ps.
94:12). “Those whom I love I rebuke and discipline” (Rev. 3:19).
God’s discipline in the church, like the discipline in a good family, is intended to be
primarily positive, instructive and encouraging. It is a biblical means of facilitating growth,
change, fruitfulness, and where needed, restoration. This process, which is sometimes
referred to as “formative discipline,” involves preaching, teaching, prayer, personal Bible
study, small group fellowship and countless other enjoyable activities that challenge and
encourage us to love and serve God more wholeheartedly.
On occasion God’s discipline, like the discipline in a family with growing children, also
may have a corrective purpose. When we forget or disobey what God has taught us, he
corrects us. One way he does this is to call the church to seek after us and lead us back into
obedience and faith. This process, which is sometimes called “corrective” or “restorative”
discipline, is likened in Scripture to a shepherd seeking after a lost sheep.
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If a man has a hundred sheep, and one of them wanders away, will he not leave the ninety-nine on
the hills and go to look for the one that wandered off? And if he finds it, I tell you the truth, he is
happier about that one sheep than about the ninety-nine that did not wander off (Matt. 18:12-13).
Thus, restorative or corrective discipline is never to be done in a harsh, vengeful or selfrighteous manner. It is always to be carried out in humility and love, with the goals of
restoring someone to a close walk with Christ (Matt. 18:15; Gal. 6:1), protecting others
from harm (1 Cor. 5:6), and showing respect for the honor and glory of God’s name (1 Pet.
2:12).
Biblical discipline is similar to the discipline we value in other aspects of life. We value
music teachers who bring out the best in their students by teaching them proper technique
and correct their errors so they can play a piece properly. We applaud athletic coaches who
diligently teach their players to do what is right and correct them when they fumble, so that
the team works well together and can compete for the championship. And we admire
parents who consistently teach their children how to behave properly and lovingly
discipline them when they disobey.
The same principles apply to the family of God. We, too, need to be taught what is right
and to be lovingly corrected when we do something contrary to what God teaches us in his
Word. Therefore, we as a church are committed to help one another obey God’s command
to be “self-controlled, upright, holy and disciplined” (Titus 1:8).
The leaders of our church recognize that God has called them to an even higher level of
accountability regarding their faith and conduct (James 3:1; 1 Tim. 5:19-20). Therefore,
they are committed to listening humbly to loving correction from each other or from any
member in our church, and, if necessary, to submitting themselves to the corrective
discipline of our body.
B. Most Corrective Discipline Is Private, Personal and Informal
God gives every believer grace to be self-disciplined. “For God did not give us a spirit of
timidity, but a spirit of power, of love and of self-discipline” (2 Tim. 1:7). Thus discipline
always begins as a personal matter and usually remains that way, as each of us studies God’s
Word, seeks him in prayer, and draws on his grace to identify and change sinful habits and
grow in godliness.
But sometimes we are blind to our sins or so tangled in them that we cannot get free on
our own. This is why the Bible says, “Brothers, if someone is caught in a sin, you who are
spiritual should restore him gently” (Gal. 6:1). In obedience to this command, we are
committed to giving and receiving loving correction within our church whenever a sin
(whether in word, behavior or doctrine) seems too serious to overlook (Prov. 19:11).
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If repeated private conversations do not lead another person to repentance, Jesus
commands that we ask other brothers or sisters to get involved. “If he will not listen, take
one or two others along” (Matt. 18:16). If informal conversations with these people fail to
resolve the matter, then we may seek the involvement of more influential people, such as a
pastor. If even these efforts fail to bring brother or sister to repentance, and if the issue is
too serious to overlook, we will move into what may be called “formal discipline.”
C. Formal Discipline May Involve the Entire Church
If an individual persistently refuses to listen to personal and informal correction to turn
from speech or behavior that the Bible defines as sin, Jesus commands us to “tell it to the
church” (Matt. 18:17a). This first involves informing one or more church leaders about the
situation. If the offense is not likely to cause imminent harm to others, our leaders may
approach the individual privately to personally establish the facts and encourage
repentance of any sin they discover. The individual will be given every reasonable
opportunity to explain and defend his or her actions. If the individual recognizes his sin
and repents, the matter usually ends there, unless a confession to additional people is
needed.
If an offense is likely to harm others or lead them into sin, or cause division or disruption,
our leaders may accelerate the entire disciplinary process and move promptly to protect the
church (Rom. 16:17; 1 Cor. 5:1-13; Titus 3:10-11).
As the disciplinary process progresses, our leaders may impose a variety of sanctions to
encourage repentance, including but not limited to private and public admonition,
withholding the Lord’s Supper, removal from ministry responsibility, withdrawal of normal
fellowship, and, as a last resort, removal from membership (Matt. 5:23-24; 2 Thess. 3:6-15;
Matt. 18:17).
If the straying individual does not repent in response to private appeals from our leaders,
they may inform others in the church who may be able to influence that individual or be
willing to pray for him or her, or people who might be harmed or affected by that person’s
behavior. This step may include close friends, a small group, or the entire congregation if
our leaders deem it to be appropriate (Matt. 18:17, 1 Tim. 5:20).
If, after a reasonable period of time, the individual still refuses to change, then our leaders
may, with the congregation’s knowledge, formally remove him or her from membership
and its privileges, in particular, the Lord’s Supper. At this point the church is instructed by
God’s Word to no longer treat him as a fellow Christian but as an unbeliever (Matt.18:17).
This means we will look for opportunities to lovingly bring the gospel to him, remind him
of God’s holiness and mercy, and call him to repent and put his faith in Christ (Matt.
18:17; 1 Cor. 5:5; 1 Tim. 1:20) .
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We realize that our natural human response to correction often is to hide or run away
from accountability (Gen. 3:8-10). To avoid falling into this age-old trap and to strengthen
our church’s ability to rescue us if we are caught in sin, we agree not to run away from
membership or accountability if discipline is pending against us. Although we are free to
join ourselves to another local church where the gospel is preached, we agree that a
withdrawal while discipline is pending and will not be go into effect until the church has
fulfilled its God-given responsibilities to encourage our repentance and restoration, and to
bring the disciplinary process to an orderly conclusion, as described in these Commitments
(Matt. 18:12-14; Gal. 6:1; Heb. 13:17).
If an individual leaves the church while discipline is in effect or is being considered, and
our leaders learn that he or she is attending another church, they will inform that church
of the situation and ask its leaders to encourage the individual to repent and be reconciled
to the Lord and to any people he or she has offended. This action is intended both to help
the individual find freedom from his sin and to warn the other church about the harm that
he or she might do to their members (see Matt. 18:12-14; Rom. 16:17; 1 Cor. 5:1-13; 3
John 1:9-10).
Loving restoration always stands at the heart of the disciplinary process. If an individual
repents, and our leaders confirm his or her sincerity, we will rejoice together as a church
and gladly imitate God’s forgiveness by restoring the person to fellowship within the body
(see Matt. 18:13; Luke 15:3-7, 11-32; 2 Cor. 2:5-11; Col. 3:12-14).
People who have been excluded from membership in another church will not be allowed
to partake of the sacraments in our church, to become members, or to participate in the
regular fellowship of our church until they have repented of their sins and made a
reasonable effort to be reconciled, or our leaders have determined that the discipline of the
former church was not biblically appropriate.
As we pursue the blessings of accountability and church discipline, we will hold fast to the
promise of Scripture: “God disciplines us for our good, that we may share in his holiness.
No discipline seems pleasant at the time, but painful. Later on, however, it produces a
harvest of righteousness and peace for those who have been trained by it” (Heb. 12:10-11).
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