
“Reputation” 
1 Timothy 5:9–16 

9 Let a widow be enrolled if she is not less than sixty years of age, having 
been the wife of one husband, 10 and having a reputation for good works: if 
she has brought up children, has shown hospitality, has washed the feet of 
the saints, has cared for the afflicted, and has devoted herself to every good 
work. 11 But refuse to enroll younger widows, for when their passions draw 
them away from Christ, they desire to marry 12 and so incur condemnation 
for having abandoned their former faith. 13 Besides that, they learn to be 
idlers, going about from house to house, and not only idlers, but also 
gossips and busybodies, saying what they should not. 14 So I would have 
younger widows marry, bear children, manage their households, and give 
the adversary no occasion for slander. 15 For some have already strayed 
after Satan. 16 If any believing woman has relatives who are widows, let her 
care for them. Let the church not be burdened, so that it may care for those 
who are truly widows. 

Paul’s purpose for writing these verses: 

Requirements for Widow Care (5:9–10) 

What were the requirements for widows? 

What About Younger Widows? (1 Tim. 5:11–13) 

What is the background to Paul’s harsh words in these verses? 



Life Group or Family Discussion Questions: 

1. Does your family have plans for Memorial Day? What are you most 
looking forward about summer? 

2. This morning we talked about the reputation of the church in Ephesus. 
What do you think CrossWinds’s reputation is in the city of Spencer and 
the surrounding communities? 

3. What role do you play in the reputation of our church? What are some 
ways that you can continue to grow the reputation CrossWinds? 

4. Read 1 Timothy 5:9–10. What is Paul describing here? Share the 
example of a woman (regardless of age!) that fits into this type of 
category. 

5. This Sunday we emphasized the role of Christian moms in the lives of 
their children. Share about your mom; was/is she a Christian? Did she 
impact your relationship with God? If so, in what ways? 

6. Read 1 Timothy 5:11–13. Why is Paul seemingly so harsh to younger 
widows? What can we learn from his warning in these verses? 

7. What would it look like for you to be an authentic and faithful Christ-
follower? How can you encourage those around you to live lives of 
faithfulness and authenticity?

Stories today were taken from Tim Challies’s “Christian Men and Their Godly 
Mothers” series. For more stories, check out http://www.challies.com/articles/

christian-men-and-their-godly-moms.
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No matter your season of life, seek to be an authentic 

and faithful Christ-follower.
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