
“Work Before a Watching World” 
1 Timothy 6:1–2 

1 Let all who are under a yoke as bondservants regard their own masters as 
worthy of all honor, so that the name of God and the teaching may not be 
reviled. 2 Those who have believing masters must not be disrespectful on 
the ground that they are brothers; rather they must serve all the better since 
those who benefit by their good service are believers and beloved.  
Teach and urge these things.  

The Bible and Slavery 

What are some passages in the Bible that address slavery (directly 
or indirectly)? 

What are some differences between ancient slavery and modern-
day ideas of slavery? 

Christians and Non-Christian Bosses (6:1) 

What two reasons does Paul give for Christians to work hard for their 
non-Christian bosses? 

Christians and Christian Bosses 

What role does service play in the Christian’s life? 

Three Reasons to Work Well 

What are the three biblical reasons to work hard in your vocation? 



Life Group or Family Discussion Questions: 

1. Have you ever experienced workplace conflict? Share your 
experience(s). 

2. What is a vocation? Why is this a preferred term for Christians as 
opposed to “job” or “career”? 

3. Imagine a skeptic approaches you and says that they can’t believe in 
the Bible because of its “racist teachings on slavery”. How would your 
respond? 

4. Read Genesis 1:26–27. What is the image of God? Why is it 
foundational for our view of human dignity? How does this shape a 
Christian position on slavery? 

5. Throughout church history Christians have misused the Bible to defend 
slavery. What are some other ways Christians have misused the Bible in 
church history?  

6. Read Philemon. Spend some time reading Philemon. What is this 
book about? What is Paul’s argument? What is Paul’s “hoped for” 
outcome from this letter? 

7. Read 1 Peter 2:18–19. What does Peter say about serving employers? 
What is the most difficult thing about following Peter’s instructions in 
your situation? 

8. Read 1 Timothy 6:1–2. Is there a difference between “honoring” your 
boss and “regarding your [boss] as worthy of all honor”? What is one 
way that you can show honor to your employer this week?
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Work well before a watching world.


