
“JESUS PREDICTS THE FUTURE, PART TWO” 

MARK 13:24–37 


TEXT TAKEAWAY: AM I ________________?


REVIEWING THE STRUCTURE OF MARK 13  

(A) Jesus talks about the destruction of 		 	 (B) Jesus talks about his second coming

     Jerusalem in 70 AD (Mark 13:5–23)	 	 	      (Mark 13:24–27)


(A) Parable about the destruction of destruction of 	 (B) Parable about Jesus’s second coming

     Jerusalem in 70 AD (Mark 13:28–31)	 	 	      (Mark 13:32–37)


As he sat on the Mount of Olives, the disciples came to him privately, saying, “Tell us, when will these 
things be, and what will be the sign of your coming and of the end of the age?” (Matthew 24:3 ESV)	  

THE COMING OF THE SON OF MAN (MARK 13:24–27) 

24 “But in those days, after that tribulation, the sun will be darkened, and the moon will not give its light, 
25 and the stars will be falling from heaven, and the powers in the heavens will be shaken. 26 And then 
they will see the Son of Man coming in clouds with great power and glory. 27 And then he will send out 
the angels and gather his elect from the four winds, from the ends of the earth to the ends of heaven.” 

___________________________________________________________. 

THE LESSON FROM A FIG TREE (MARK 13:28–31) 

28 “From the fig tree learn its lesson: as soon as its branch becomes tender and puts out its leaves, you 
know that summer is near. 29 So also, when you see these things taking place, you know that he is near, 
at the very gates. 30 Truly, I say to you, this generation will not pass away until all these things take place. 
31 Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will not pass away.” 

___________________________________________________________. 

NO ONE KNOW THAT DAY OR HOUR (MARK 13:32–37) 

32 “But concerning that day or that hour, no one knows, not even the angels in heaven, nor the Son, but 
only the Father. 33 Be on guard, keep awake. For you do not know when the time will come. 34 It is like a 
man going on a journey, when he leaves home and puts his servants in charge, each with his work, and 
commands the doorkeeper to stay awake. 35 Therefore stay awake—for you do not know when the 
master of the house will come, in the evening, or at midnight, or when the rooster crows, or in the 
morning— 36 lest he come suddenly and find you asleep. 37 And what I say to you I say to all: Stay 
awake.”  

___________________________________________________________? 

MARK 13 SETS THE STAGE FOR MARK 14–15 

Mark 13:32–37 
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32 “But concerning that day or that hour, no one knows, not even the angels in heaven, nor the Son, but 
only the Father. 33 Be on guard, keep awake. For you do not know when the time will come. 34 It is like a 
man going on a journey, when he leaves home and puts his servants in charge, each with his work, and 
commands the doorkeeper to stay awake (gregoreuo). 35 Therefore stay awake (gregoreuo)—for you do 
not know when the master of the house will come, in the evening, or at midnight, or when the rooster 
crows, or in the morning— 36 lest he come suddenly and find you asleep. 37 And what I say to you I say 
to all: Stay awake (gregoreuo).” 

Mark 14:34–41 

34 And he said to them, “My soul is very sorrowful, even to death. Remain here and watch (gregoreuo).” 
35 And going a little farther, he fell on the ground and prayed that, if it were possible, the hour might pass 
from him. 36 And he said, “Abba, Father, all things are possible for you. Remove this cup from me. Yet 
not what I will, but what you will.” 37 And he came and found them sleeping, and he said to Peter, 
“Simon, are you asleep? Could you not watch (gregoreuo) one hour? 38 Watch (gregoreuo) and pray that 
you may not enter into temptation. The spirit indeed is willing, but the flesh is weak.” 39 And again he 
went away and prayed, saying the same words. 40 And again he came and found them sleeping, for their 
eyes were very heavy, and they did not know what to answer him. 41 And he came the third time and 
said to them, “Are you still sleeping and taking your rest? It is enough; the hour has come. The Son of 
Man is betrayed into the hands of sinners.  

Mark 14:17–18 

17 And when it was evening, he came with the twelve. 18 And as they were reclining at table and eating, 
Jesus said, “Truly, I say to you, one of you will betray me, one who is eating with me.” 

Mark 14:27–30 

27 And Jesus said to them, “You will all fall away, for it is written, ‘I will strike the shepherd, and the sheep 
will be scattered.’ 28 But after I am raised up, I will go before you to Galilee.” 29 Peter said to him, “Even 
though they all fall away, I will not.” 30 And Jesus said to him, “Truly, I tell you, this very night, before the 
rooster crows twice, you will deny me three times.”  

Mark 15:1 

1 And as soon as it was morning, the chief priests held a consultation with the elders and scribes and the 
whole council. And they bound Jesus and led him away and delivered him over to Pilate. 

————


ADDITIONAL NOTES AND QUESTIONS 

EVIDENCE THAT JESUS CHANGES TOPICS FROM 13:5–23 TO 13:24–27: 

1. Audience transition from “you” to “they.” 
As we saw last week, there is a transition of the audience in Mark 13 from “you” in 5–23 to “they” in 24–27. It seems as though Jesus 
is addressing the disciples and their generation in the first section and switches to an undisclosed “other” generation in 24–27.

2. Mark transitions from the use of “near” demonstrative pronouns to “distant” demonstrative pronouns. 
The transition in the audience is coupled with a transition in demonstrative pronouns. In Mark 13:4, Jesus’s disciples ask about 
“these things” (tauta), and the simplest reading of 5–23 seems to suggest that Jesus is answering this question. In Mark 13:24 
however, we see a transition to “those days” (ekeinais), referring to an object or an event “further off.”

2



3. Understanding Jesus’s words “after that tribulation.” 
Jesus seems to suggest that there will be a gap in time between the events of 5–23 and the events of 24–27. At the same time, 
Jesus connects these two events with the phrase “after that tribulation.” This phrase is referring back to what is described in Mark 
13:19. As discussed last week, the context of 13:19 suggests that “tribulation” here refers to the suffering experienced during the 
destruction of Jerusalem in 70 AD.

This is significant for interpreting Jesus’s parable to “stay awake” in Mark 13:32–37, because the only time marker of the Son of 
Man’s return in this chapter is this phrase “after that tribulation.” If the tribulation Jesus refers to in 13:24 has not yet occurred, then 
we can confidently state that Jesus will not return today, tomorrow, or any day until “after that tribulation” occurs. In other words, the 
immediacy of Jesus’s return is no longer present. This robs Jesus’s parable on being watchful for his coming of much of its force. If 
we interpret the events of 5–23 as having already taken place, then Jesus’s parable to be watchful for his return is a vital reminder to 
us today: he could come back at any minute. Are you ready?

EVIDENCE THAT JESUS CHANGES TOPICS FROM 13:24–27 TO 13:28–31: 

1. Fig tree imagery. 
In Mark 11:12–21, we have a Mark “sandwich” involving an odd story of Jesus cursing a fig tree and cleansing the Temple. As we 
have seen throughout the Gospel of Mark, Mark uses these “sandwiches” to help us interpret two stories in the context of one 
another. In this example, Mark suggests that we read the “cleansing of the Temple” in light of the cursing of the fig tree. With this in 
mind then, Jesus is not so much “cleansing” the Temple as he is pronouncing judgment upon it for their rejection of their Messiah. 
Mark 13:28–31 are the only other verses in the Gospel of Mark that mention a fig tree; it is reasonable to interpret 28–31 in light of 
Jesus’s judgment on the Temple in Mark 11:12–21.

2. Jesus’s use of the phrases “these things” and “all these things.” 
In Mark 13:3–4, Jesus’s disciples ask about “these things” and “all these things,” both referring to the destruction of the Temple that 
Jesus prophesies about in Mark 13:2. Here Jesus uses both of these phrases in his illustration of the fig tree, referring back to his 
disciples’ questions.

3. What does Jesus mean by “this generation”? 
In Mark 13:30, Jesus asserts that “this generation will not pass away until all these things take place.” This is a problematic statement 
if Jesus is referring to his second coming (it is even more problematic considering Jesus stresses the surety of his words in 30–31). 
Some suggest that Jesus means that all the events of the end times will take place in one generation, but this stretches the meaning 
of “this generation” beyond reasonable limits.

Every time Jesus uses the phrase “this generation” in the Gospels, he is referring to the current generation (cf. Matt. 11:16; 12:41–42; 
23:36; 24:34; Mark 8:12; 13:30; Luke 7:31; 11:29–32, 50–51; 17:25; 21:32). We are left with three options: 

(1) Jesus is referring to his second coming and is therefore wrong. He believed he would return in the first century but was mistaken.

(2) Jesus is using the words “this generation” in a way that he has never used them before (indeed, that no one has ever used them 
before). What’s more, this would have been confusing to his disciples who would have interpreted Jesus’s words the same way that 
they had interpreted his other references to “this generation.”

(3) Jesus is using the words “this generation” to refer not to his return but to the events of 70 AD. This interpretation doesn’t require 
us to conclude that Jesus is wrong (as in #1) or to stretch the meaning of “this generation” to a way that has not been used before 
(as in #2).

TRANSLATING MARK 13:29: 

In Mark 13:29, the subject of the phrase “is near” is not supplied and can be any third-person singular 
referent, either “he” (as in the ESV) or “it” (as in the NIV). I believe based off the context of Mark 13, the 
phrase should be “it is near,” referring not to the Son of Man but to the destruction of Jerusalem.


EVIDENCE THAT JESUS CHANGES TOPICS FROM 13:28–31 TO 13:32–37: 

Jesus transitions back to the topic of his return in 32–37. This is clear based off the content of the 
passage as well as the phrase “that day,” which is commonly used in the Old Testament to refer to the 
“last day” (Isa. 2:11–12; Jer. 46:10; Joel 3:18; Micah 4:6).

3


