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Advent.  It’s a term that we have all heard countless times before, but what 
exactly it signifies may be vastly different from person to person.   

For some, Advent conjures up images of candle-filled wreaths at the front of 
the church.  Each Sunday leading up to Christmas, a family or a member of the 
worship team lights a candle and talks about the significance of Christmas. 

For others, Advent brings back memories from your childhood of chocolate 
advent Christmas calendars.  Each day leading up to Christmas would mean 
some delicious chocolate right before bedtime. 

And of course for others, you may have no idea what I’m talking about.  Or 
Advent may not be a pleasant time for you at all.  Holidays remind you of the 
people you have lost.  They remind you of the fact that you don’t have any 
family to be with.  They remind you of the brokenness of your family 
relationships.   

We each have different understandings of Advent.  But where does the term 
come from? 

Advent comes from Latin and simply means, “coming.”  It refers to the time 
when Jesus came, celebrated at Christmas.  And so by extension, the season of 
Advent is the season of Jesus’ coming.  It is a time of waiting.  It is a time of 
preparation. 
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Introduction



This is one of the reasons that I am so excited to share this devotional with 
you this Advent season.  Wherever you come from, whatever your past, this 
Advent we have a chance to prepare ourselves for the celebration of Jesus’ 
birth, for the coming of God to earth. 

The format for this devotional is simple.  Each day leading up to Christmas, 
there will be a different passage of Scripture, a brief meditation on that 
passage, and a short prayer.  It is our hope that you will read these together as 
a family before or after a meal. 

As you continue to work your way through this devotional, we encourage you 
to talk about or reflect on what you just read.  Ask the question: “How does 
today’s reading fit into the big story of God in Jesus?”  This will help us see 
how all these passages point to Jesus. 

Advent is a wonderful, exciting time, but it can also be pain-filled.  It is my 
prayer that the comfort of the incarnation—God becoming man for us—will be 
your focus this holiday season.  

In the hope of Jesus, 

Jordan Gowing 
Spencer Campus Pastor - CrossWinds Church

!
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Defining Advent



 
“Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and they shall call his name 

Immanuel”  (which means, God with us).” 
—Matthew 1:23 

What comes to mind when you hear the name “Immanuel”?  Is it Jesus?  
Someone that you know?  The classic Amy Grant song “Emmanuel”?  
Something else entirely? 

For people who spoke Hebrew, this word would have had a great deal of 
importance.  Immanuel means “God with us,” just as Matthew translates for 
us in this verse.  The name “Immanuel” was a sign that God was with the 
people of Israel. 

There had been other people named Immanuel before this.  In the book of 
Isaiah, King Ahaz is told that a young boy would be born named “Immanuel.”  
This young boy was supposed to be a sign to the people of Israel that God was 
going to be with his people Israel in the midst of the darkest times of their 
nation’s existence.  But this boy was just a sign: he didn’t do anything to bring 
God’s presence to the people of Israel.  He was a symbol of God’s being with 
Israel and nothing more. 

The words of the angel to Joseph in Matthew are different, however.  Unlike in 
the days of King Ahaz, the boy born to Mary would be more than just a sign: 
his birth would mean God’s presence in a tangible way with his people. 
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Sunday, Nov. 30

Day 1



From the beginning to the end of the Bible, it talks about God being with 
humanity.  Some even say that the story of the Bible is all about God’s quest 
to live with humanity.   

What a humbling thought!  That God is on a mission to live with humanity.  
That God is on a quest to have a relationship with humanity.  And the peak of 
this journey is found in a little baby named 
“Immanuel.” 

Throughout Advent this year, we are going to 
follow this story—this quest—that God is on to 
live with humanity.  As we study the lengths 
God went to in order to dwell among us, it is 
our prayer that you will respond in worship, 
wonder, and adoration for King Jesus, God with 
us. 

Prayer 
Jesus, thank you for coming to dwell among your people.  What a truly humbling thought, 
that the God of the universe has chosen to leave his place on high to live with his people.  
In the midst of the busyness of Advent, we ask that this would be our focus this Christmas.  
In Jesus’ name, Amen. 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Day 1
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“And they heard the sound of the Lord God walking in the garden in the cool of the day.” 

—Genesis 3:8 

Have you ever wondered what things were like before Adam and Eve sinned?  
What were things like in the Garden of Eden?  What did Adam and Eve do all 
day?  Before sin entered into the world, what was paradise like? 

There have been many different attempts to show what life was like before sin.  
One attempt was found in an All State Insurance commercial during the 2013 
Super Bowl. 

As a part of their “Mayhem” theme, All State tried to show what things were 
like before Adam and Eve sinned, before “mayhem” entered into the world.  
The picture that they painted was beautiful: Adam and Eve were living in 
paradise.  All of their needs were met by the garden around them.  They lived 
at peace with all of the animals.  There was just one problem with the picture 
All State painted: 

God was nowhere to be seen. 

Now this isn’t the time for a discussion on God disappearing from our culture.  
But it is important point out how this portrayal—and so many others—miss 
the point of Genesis 1-3.  God created the universe, yes.  God created 
humanity, yes.  But the reason he did that?  To dwell with them. 
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Monday, Dec. 1

Day 2



This verse, Genesis 3:8, reminds us of that.  God lived with Adam and Eve in 
the garden.  It was paradise because God himself lived there with them.  God’s 
original plan for creation wasn’t to create it and then remain largely far away 
from it.  He created the world for the same reason a human would build a 
house: to live there. 

When you realize this, you realize how much has 
been lost when sin entered the world.  Not only did 
we lose a nice place to live.  Not only did we lose 
the chance to live forever.  We lost our chance to 
live with God himself.  And that is the most 
devastating loss in history.  1

Prayer 
God, when we think of your creation, we stand amazed.  The beauty of each sunrise and 
sunset, the wisps of cloud that float effortlessly miles above the ground, the warmth of the 
sun and the beauty of fresh snow.  God, we are even more amazed that you created this 
world to be your home, that your plan from the very beginning was to live with us.  Thank 
you for that profound privilege, God.  In Jesus’ name we pray, Amen.  

 If you are interested in this topic, I encourage you to check out the book From Eden to the New 1

Jerusalem by T. Desmond Alexander.
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“Then the Lord God said, “Behold, the man has become like one of us in knowing good and 

evil. Now, lest he reach out his hand and take also of the tree of life and eat, and live 
forever—” therefore the Lord God sent him out from the garden of Eden to work the 

ground from which he was taken. He drove out the man, and at the east of the garden of 
Eden he placed the cherubim and a flaming sword that turned every way to guard the way 

to the tree of life.” 
—Genesis 3:22–24 

“The Lord saw that the wickedness of man was great in the earth, and that every intention 
of the thoughts of his heart was only evil continually. And the Lord regretted that he had 

made man on the earth, and it grieved him to his heart.” 
—Genesis 6:5–6 

In the beginning, humanity had been given the greatest, highest honor that 
ever existed: they were living with God.  These first few verses tell us that not 
only did Adam and Eve live with God, but God had given them a special place 
over everything else: humans were to be his kings and queens on the earth.  
They would rule over creation as his loyal governors. 

But sadly, humanity decided that they wanted more.  It wasn’t enough to dwell 
with God.  They wanted to be God. 

If you were God, or if I were God, then the story of the Bible would probably 
end there.  At the first act of rebellion, creation would be extinguished and we 
would try again, this time with a little tighter leash on things. 
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Tuesday, Dec. 2

Day 3



But thank goodness we aren’t God!  When humanity became tainted by sin, 
God could no longer stand to have us in his 
presence.  The Bible tells us that God is a 
consuming fire.  And so in grace, God banished 
humanity from Paradise.  They were no longer able 
to live with him because of their sin. 

Imagine how sad this was for Adam and Eve!  To 
had gotten to live with God but then they were 
sent away from him because of their treason 
against God. 

At the end of Genesis 3, it seems that there was no hope for humanity.  Their 
chance to live with God had been lost forever.  And indeed, if God left things 
in our hands, it would have been.  But God had other plans. 

Prayer 
God, forgive us for our sins.  Though they are as scarlet, you cleanse us to be as white as 
snow.  We confess that we are unable to enter your presence because of our wickedness.  
But we thank you that you did not give up on creation, that you did not give up on us.  
Thank you God.  Amen. 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“Now the Lord said to Abram, “Go from your country and your kindred and your father’s 

house to the land that I will show you. And I will make of you a great nation, and I will 
bless you and make your name great, so that you will be a blessing. I will bless those who 
bless you, and him who dishonors you I will curse, and in you all the families of the earth 

shall be blessed.” 
—Genesis 12:1–3 

“One of the most beautiful sights in the picturesque city of Cambridge, 
England is King’s College Chapel, a magnificent Gothic building completed 
during the reign of Henry VIII. One of the great attractions of the chapel is a 
painting by one of the Old Masters, Peter Paul Reubens, entitled, “The 
Adoration of the Magi.” But in 1974, in an act of political protest, a vandal 
entered the chapel and defaced this magnificent painting by scratching the 
letters “IRA” deeply into the canvas. It was thought then that this irreplaceable 
work of art was ruined forever, but soon there appeared a notice alongside it 
that announced, “It is believed that this masterpiece can be restored to its 
original condition.” And it was—in all its glory.”  2

In this story about the painting “The Adoration of the Magi,” a beautiful 
painting was destroyed.  People thought that it couldn’t be saved.  But 
remarkably, the painting was restored to its original condition. 

 Evangelical Convictions: A Theological Exposition of the Statement of Faith of the Evangelical Free Church of 2

America. (Minneapolis, MN: Free Church Publications, 2011), 267.
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Wednesday, Dec. 3

Day 4



In the story of humanity, disobeying God destroyed creation beyond saving—
or so it seemed.  But Genesis 12 says otherwise. 

Thousands of years have passed since Adam and 
Eve committed their act of rebellion against God 
and were no longer able to live with him.  The 
Bible tells us that once God removed humanity 
from his presence, the humanity did even more evil 
and ran even further away from God.  We were 
unworthy of having God’s presence with us, and 
creation had become unfit for the King to live 
there. 

But in the calling of Abraham, we see a remarkable event.  God not only has 
not abandoned humanity, but he has a plan for how he can bless them.  In 
appearing to Abraham, God shows us that he hasn’t given up on his quest to 
dwell among humanity.  How does God hope to accomplish the impossible?  
The Bible doesn’t tell us yet.  But it does give us a glimmer of hope for a fallen 
race. 

Prayer 
Lord, thank you for appearing to Abraham.  Thank you for calling him out of the nations 
to follow you.  Standing on this side of the cross, we can do nothing but marvel at your 
relentless pursuit of humanity.  Thank you God.  In Jesus’ name, Amen. 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“Sojourn in this land, and I will be with you and will bless you, for to you and to your 

offspring I will give all these lands, and I will establish the oath that I swore to Abraham 
your father.” 

—Genesis 26:3 

For the nation of Israel, the land of Palestine was crucial.  Even before “Israel” 
existed, the nation’s ancestors placed a high value on this area.  Why?  
Because God had promised it to them. 

Think back to the passage we looked at yesterday about God’s promise to 
Abraham.  One of the promises that God gave to Abraham was land. 

Today in the midwest, we can still see why land is important.  In a society that 
is primarily agricultural, more land means more opportunities to produce crop 
which in turn leads to more wealth.  In ancient times, land was a guarantee for 
the people of that day that they would be able to accumulate wealth and 
“make their name(s) great.” 

But there was another reason why people placed so much value on land in 
ancient times: gods were often tied to specific lands.  A god had power and 
authority over their area of land, but when you went to another location, that 
authority and power would be superseded by another God. 

While the Bible tells us otherwise, people in Genesis believed this same thing.  
They thought that God’s presence was “stronger” in the land of Palestine than 
it was in other locations. 
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Thursday, Dec. 4

Day 5



 
This is why God’s promise to Isaac (Abraham’s son) is so significant.  Not 
only is God reassuring Isaac that he is with him just 
like he was with Abraham, but he is also telling 
him that he will bring Isaac back to the land where 
Israel thought that God lived. 

God often operates in our “realm” of thinking.  
Isaac thought that God’s presence was stronger in 
the land of Israel than in other places.  That’s not 
the way God works.  But God worked with Isaac anyway.  In the same way, 
God can work with us wherever we are.  That is good news. 

Prayer 
God, thank you for being a God who loves his people.  Thank you for choosing to bless us 
with countless undeserved blessings.  We ask that you would show us how to follow you 
more clearly, trust you more faithfully, and love you more dearly.  In Jesus’ name, Amen.  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“Now there arose a new king over Egypt, who did not know Joseph. And he said to his 

people, “Behold, the people of Israel are too many and too mighty for us. Come, let us deal 
shrewdly with them, lest they multiply, and, if war breaks out, they join our enemies and 

fight against us and escape from the land.” Therefore they set taskmasters over them to 
afflict them with heavy burdens. They built for Pharaoh store cities, Pithom and 

Raamses.” 
—Exodus 1:8–11 

Have you ever felt like God was gone?  That when you needed him to be with 
you, he was nowhere to be found? 

The people of Israel did.  After moving to Egypt to survive a famine, the 
people of Israel soon became slaves to the Egyptians.  These new Egyptian 
masters used the people of Israel to build great monuments and cities to the 
glory of the Egyptian gods.  They abused the people of Israel and exploited 
them for their own gain.  When the people of Israel began to increase in 
number, the Egyptians decided to kill all of the men of Israel to keep their 
numbers down and avoid a revolt. 

This went on for decades.  If there was ever a time when the people of Israel 
needed God to show up and deliver them, this was it.  But day after day, year 
after year, God was strangely absent. 

Maybe you have found yourself in a situation similar to the Israelites.  You 
have walked with God in the past, but for quite a while now, you can’t feel 
him.  You don’t know he is there.  Has he abandoned you? 
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Friday, Dec. 5

Day 6



 
No.  Things were unbearable in Egypt for the people of Israel.  But just when 
they had thought God had completely left them, We read Exodus 2:24. 

God had never abandoned his people.  If you 
cannot feel God’s presence this Advent 
season, don’t lose hope.  God has not 
abandoned you.  God still deeply cares for 
you.  God is still with you, just as he was 
with the people of Israel. 

Today we have a tendency to base our beliefs 
more off of our feelings than off of Scripture.  
If we cannot “feel” God’s presence, then we believe he is no longer with us.  
But that’s not what Scripture says.  Scripture tells us that God is with us.   He 3

is with us in the good times and the bad.  Don’t lose hope. 

Prayer 
God, thank you for walking with us in the midst of darkness.  We rejoice that even though 
everyone else may abandon us, you do not.  You walk with us in our hurts and pain.  Help 
us to not base this belief off of our feelings but rather off of your promises to us in your 
Word.  In Jesus’ name we pray, Amen. 

 For example, check out Matthew 28:20 and Hebrews 13:5.3
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Day 6



 
“When Pharaoh let the people go, God […] led the people around by the way of the 

wilderness toward the Red Sea. And the people of Israel went up out of the land of Egypt. 
[…] And the Lord went before them by day in a pillar of cloud to lead them along the way, 

and by night in a pillar of fire to give them light […]. The pillar of cloud by day and the 
pillar of fire by night did not depart from before the people.” 

—Exodus 13:17–22 

Next Friday, a new blockbuster movie sure to cause controversy called 
“Exodus: Gods and Kings” will be released.  Starring Christian Bale as Moses, 
this story follows the miraculous event of the Exodus, following Israel from 
enslavement to freedom.   I can’t say whether this movie will be accurate or 4

not.  But I can confidently say that it will be entertaining (either in a good way 
or a bad way!) to watch Hollywood interpret the passage we just read. 

After many plagues, God finally saves his people.  He leads them out of Egypt, 
not just through someone like Moses, but through a tangible expression of his 
presence with his people: a pillar of cloud and a pillar of fire. 

The people of Israel who had wondered if God had abandoned them were now 
shown very clearly that the answer was “no.”  God had not abandoned them; 
not only that, but God had saved them from the Egyptians.  And as we look 
forward to Christmas, I think this passage tells us two things about the 
coming Immanuel. 

 “Exodus: God’s and Kings” is directed by Ridley Scott, the director of the movie “Alien.”  4

Hopefully the connections stop there.
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Saturday, Dec. 6

Day 7



 
First, it tells us that salvation and God’s presence are linked together.  Where 
God is, salvation can be found.  On Christmas, God’s presence was found in a 
manger in Bethlehem.  And it was in a manger in Bethlehem that salvation 
had come to earth. 

Second, it tells us of the danger of God’s 
presence.  I can safely assume that none of 
the Israelites tried to approach the pillar of 
fire, lest they become fried chicken.  This is 
important for us to recognize, because 
before Jesus came, God dwelt among his 
people.  But the people couldn’t come near 
him.  His holiness meant that though he 
was there, he was distant. 

But once Jesus came, all that changed.  We don’t have to keep our distance; we 
are invited to sit with God on his throne (Rev. 3:21).  That’s the scandal of 
amazing grace. 

Prayer. 
God, thank you for the gift of salvation.  Thank you that not only you saved us from sin, 
but also that we can now come into your presence.  Thank you, God.  In Jesus’ name, 
Amen. 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“The Lord said to Moses, “Speak to the people of Israel, that they take for me a 

contribution. From every man whose heart moves him you shall receive the contribution 
for me. […] And let them make me a sanctuary, that I may dwell in their midst. Exactly 

as I show you concerning the pattern of the tabernacle, and of all its furniture.” 
—Exodus 25:1–2, 8 

It takes a special mindset to go camping: you have to prepare yourself mentally 
to endure the humidity in the summer or the frigid cold in the winter.  
Mattresses are frowned upon, and if there is a tree root right in the small of 
your back while trying to sleep, there’s really nothing you can do. 

Camping is, as we like to call it, “roughing it.”  Living in a tent rather than a 
temperature-controlled house is an intentional sacrifice of modern-day 
comforts.  But did you know God used to live in a tent? 

After the people of Israel were led out of slavery in Egypt, God commanded 
them to build him a sanctuary.  But this wasn’t just any sanctuary: it was a 
tent.  The people of Israel were a people who lived in tents, and God did too. 

But this tent wasn’t one that you would find at Scheel’s or Dick’s Sporting 
Goods.  It wasn’t even one you would find at a Cabella’s or Bass Pro Shop.  
This was the most ornate tent ever created.  And why shouldn’t it be?  God 
himself lived there! 
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Sunday, Dec. 7

Day 8



Exodus 25-40 describes the creation of the tabernacle (a tent).  And if you 
have ever read through Exodus, you may have found these chapters to be 
slightly less entertaining than the first half of Exodus. 

But have you ever thought of the importance of 
what is being described here?  The creation of 
the entire universe by God is given 56 verses at 
the beginning of Genesis.  There are nearly 10 
times that many verses dedicated to the 
construction of the tabernacle in Exodus.  Why? 

God is making it clear how important his house 
is.  God created his home (Eden) with just a few 
words.  Humanity has to work a lot harder to create God’s home.  And even 
when he lives there, it’s not anywhere as good as what God had made. 

The tabernacle is a reminder to us of our sin.  It is a reminder to us of our 
finitude.  And it is a reminder of God’s holiness.  And a holy God cannot dwell 
among an unholy people. 

Prayer 
God, it is humbling to think of your desire to dwell among an unholy people.  Your love for 
us is far greater than our sin, and we are so thankful for that.  As we think of the 
tabernacle, of how you once dwelt among your people in a tangible way, help us remember 
that this is but a shadow of what awaits for us.  Amen.  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“[Aaron] shall kill the goat of the sin offering that is for the people and bring its blood 
inside the veil and do with its blood as he did with the blood of the bull, sprinkling it over 
the mercy seat and in front of the mercy seat. Thus he shall make atonement for the Holy 

Place, because of the uncleannesses of the people of Israel and because of their 
transgressions, all their sins.” 

—Leviticus 16:15–16 

Mark Twain once wrote, “Man is the only creature that can blush.  And he is 
the only creature that needs to.”  What Twain is saying is that humanity is the 
only part of creation that is guilty of acting out against God’s way of doing 
things. 

In a way, this is what the entire book of Leviticus is about.  Humanity needs to 
blush (because of their rebellion against God).  God knew this.  He knew that 
the people of Israel would have to live in a certain way if he was going to live 
among them.  They would have to make sure they were “clean” before coming 
into his presence. 

If you have ever struggled through reading the book of Leviticus, think about 
this.  Think about the fact that Leviticus is a book wholly concerned with 
worship.  It is focused on how an unholy people can worship a holy God. 

God lived among them in the tabernacle, but he could not stand their sin.  
This is why Aaron and the priests had to cleanse not only themselves but the 
tabernacle with the blood of animals.  It was the only way that God would 
dwell among them. 
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Monday, Dec. 8

Day 9



 
It was a huge honor for the people of Israel to have God live among them.  It 
was something that they didn’t deserve.  But even though he lived among 
them, he was still distant.  Not just anyone could come before God: only the 
priests could. 

Again, this is a far cry from the good news of 
the coming of Jesus.  When Jesus came, he 
changed things.  As a priest, he made peace 
between us and God.  As a sacrifice, he cleansed 
us in God’s eyes.  And in doing so, he made us 
a kingdom of priests. 

It is because we are a kingdom of priests that 
we all now have access to God.  Those who are 
his children are now able to come directly into his presence.  But only because 
Jesus came. 

Prayer 
Jesus, as we think of the book of Leviticus, we are reminded or how far from you we once 
were.  We are reminded of just how much you did for us when you came to earth.  Thank 
you God, for living among us, not just in a tabernacle, but now in a tangible way through 
your Spirit.  Amen.  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“David said to Solomon, “My son, I had it in my heart to build a house to the name of the 

Lord my God. But the word of the Lord came to me, saying, ‘[…] You shall not build a 
house to my name.” 

—1 Chronicles 22:6–8 

“Now, my son, the Lord be with you, so that you may succeed in building the house of the 
Lord your God, as he has spoken concerning you. […] With great pains I have provided for 

the house of the Lord 100,000 talents of gold, a million talents of silver, and bronze and 
iron beyond weighing, for there is so much of it; timber and stone, too, I have provided. To 

these you must add.” 
—1 Chronicles 22:11,14 

I love camping.  Even though I don’t do it very much anymore, there is 
something special about leaving behind modern conveniences and “roughing” 
it in a tent for a few days.  But I would never want to live in a tent.  You give 
me the choice of a building and a tent, and I will choose the building ten times 
out of ten. 

This was David’s exact same way of thinking.  Hundred of years after Moses 
told the people to build the tabernacle—God’s tent—David was king.   

When David was at peace with the surrounding nations, he decided it was 
time to work on some internal improvements to Jerusalem, and so he built 
himself a palace.  But the longer he lived in his palace, the more he felt like 
God needed his own as well.  He began to feel bad that God didn’t have a 
permanent location where he could live among his people Israel.  And so  
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Tuesday, Dec. 9

Day 10



David decided to build a temple.  And the temple he wanted to build God is fit 
for a… well, God.  Consider what David set 
aside for the building of the temple: 

750,000 pounds of gold.  Today, that’s the 
equivalent of 14 billion dollars.  750,000,000 
pounds of silver.  Today, that’s the equivalent of 
192 billion dollars.   Bronze and iron beyond 5

measure.  High quality wood and stone.  And 
then he says, “to these you must add.” 

David didn’t build the temple, his son did.  And in spite of it’s great worth, 
Hebrews tells us it is just a shadow of God’s dwelling place in heaven.  At 
another place in the New Testament, we see that the body of believers is now 
the temple.   The temple of the Old Testament was magnificent.  But it still 6

stood as a vivid reminder that God dwelt among his people at a distance.  
Their fellowship with him was limited by their sin. 

Prayer 
God, we stand amazed.  When we consider our own sinfulness, we know that we are far 
from worthy of being your dwelling place.  Thank you for the immeasurable gift of your 
precious Spirit who points us to Jesus.  And it is in his name we pray, Amen. 

 Apparently Israel under David didn’t have a national debt crisis.5

 Hebrews 8:5 & Ephesians 2:21, respectively.6
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“As soon as Solomon finished his prayer, fire came down from heaven and consumed the 

burnt offering and the sacrifices, and the glory of the Lord filled the temple. And the 
priests could not enter the house of the Lord, because the glory of the Lord filled the Lord’s 

house. When all the people of Israel saw the fire come down and the glory of the Lord on 
the temple, they bowed down with their faces to the ground on the pavement and 

worshiped and gave thanks to the Lord, saying, “For he is good, for his steadfast love 
endures forever.” 

(2 Chronicles 7:1–3 ESV) 

The temple was a big deal.  It was the tangible location of God’s presence 
among his people.  If you wanted to know where God was, you would think of 
the temple.  In the book of Daniel, Daniel himself prays toward Jerusalem 
because even though the temple was no longer in existence, Jerusalem was 
still the place where God had revealed himself in a way never seen before. 

Imagine being there on the day that the temple was consecrated.  Arguably the 
most extravagant building to ever be built had just been finished.  A huge 
crowd joined together for a large worship service, thanking God for his 
steadfast love.  Countless animals had been offered up as a vivid reminder of 
the only way that God could live among humanity. 

And then fire fell. 

No one had ever seen anything like it.  But it was a powerful reassurance that 
God was with his people.  That God had chosen to live in the temple. 
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But even though God lived among his people, 
he was still wholly separate from them.  He 
“lived” in the innermost part of the temple 
called the “Most Holy Place.”  No one was 
allowed to enter it except the high priest, and 
only he could do it once a year after cleansing 
himself. 

But the author of Hebrews tells us something 
different once Jesus came.  After Jesus, we no 
longer are separated from God.  Through Jesus’ 
death, we can now enter into the “Most Holy 
Place” and have fellowship with God in a way that was impossible in the Old 
Testament.  7

When you think of the temple, remember that there is no longer any need for 
one.  Because you can now come into God’s presence through Jesus.  And that 
is good news. 

Prayer 
God, thank you for Jesus.  Thank you that when he came, he made a way for us to live 
directly with you.  When we think of the Temple, help us remember the good news that the 
temple is unnecessary because of what you have done for us.  In Jesus’ name, Amen.  

 Hebrews 10:19-227
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“And the glory of the Lord went up from the cherub to the threshold of the house, and the 
house was filled with the cloud, and the court was filled with the brightness of the glory of 

the Lord. […]  Then the glory of the Lord went out from the threshold of the house, and 
stood over the cherubim. […] And they stood at the entrance of the east gate of the house 

of the Lord, and the glory of the God of Israel was over them.” 
—Ezekiel 10:1, 3–5, 18–19 

Abandonment is one of the most traumatizing experiences for a person.  
Studies show that children who are abandoned by their parents struggle to 
overcome this memory well into their adult life.  We don’t like being 
abandoned by those we love and will do anything to stop it. 

This is what happened with the people of Israel in the book of Ezekiel.  
Ezekiel was written hundreds of years after Solomon dedicated the temple.  
The people of Israel abandoned God and began to worship other gods almost 
right after the temple was built.  God was patient with them, but after 
hundreds of years, he finally decided enough was enough. 

Here Ezekiel describes God leaving the temple.  What made the temple the 
temple—God living there—was now gone.  Now it was just a building.  
Because they had abandoned God long before, God now abandoned them. 

This had a big impact on the lives of the people of Israel.  Once God’s presence 
left the temple, they realized their sinfulness.  They realized how big of a 
blessing it was for God to live among them. 
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What we later see in Ezekiel is that even though God left the temple, he 
promises that one day it will be built again.  
One day God will live among them once more.  
But he couldn’t handle their wickedness any 
longer.  And so he left. 

What was Israel without God’s presence?  A 
nation just like the others.  And because God 
had left them on their own, they were 
conquered. 

This is the darkest part of the story of God living among his people, lower 
than being slaves in Egypt: God had left them to their own ways. 

Today, people may fear that since God did this once, he may do it again.  He 
may abandon us.  But as we continue reading the story of God, he didn’t 
abandon Israel—not completely.  He had promised to never leave them.  And 
God promises us the same thing today too.   

He will never leave us.  He will never forsake us, because now we are his 
children through what Jesus has done for us. 

Prayer 
God, thank you for the promise to never leave us.  Thank you for the reminder of the 
blessing your presence is.  In Jesus’ name, Amen. 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“Thus says the Lord, who gives the sun for light by day and the fixed order of the moon 

and the stars for light by night, who stirs up the sea so that its waves roar— the Lord of 
hosts is his name: “If this fixed order departs from before me, declares the Lord, then shall 

the offspring of Israel cease from being a nation before me forever.” 
—Jeremiah 31:35–36 

Let’s start with a difficult question: have you ever seen the sun fail to rise?  
I’m not talking about a cloudy day where you didn’t see the sun.  I’m not 
talking about a day (or several) where you decided to sleep in and missed the 
sunrise.  Can you remember a day when the sun just inexplicably decided not 
to rise? 

How about history?  Do you remember learning in history class about that one 
infamous day when there were 24 hours of darkness because the sun took a 
day off? 

Of course not.  Because it’s never happened.  Every day from the very 
beginning of time, the sun has rose, the sun has shone, and the sun has set.   8

Like clockwork.  There’s nothing in the history books about it because the sun 
always rises.  It has one job, and it does an excellent job at it. 

 Some people may bring up Joshua 10:12-13, but even there, the sun rose.  It just froze in place.8
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For the people of Israel, things looked grim.  The nation of Babylon was about 
to conquer them.  The glory of God had departed.   The people of Israel were 9

alone. 

But then there was good news from God.  He 
told the people of Israel to look at the sun.  
“Take a lesson from nature,” he said.  “The next 
time sun decides to stop rising, then I will 
forsake you completely.” 

What God is telling the people of Israel, and by extension us, is this: “Do you 
see how faithful the sun is?  How it rises each day?  I am more faithful.  I 
created the sun, I commanded it to rise and set, and it does what I command.  
If the sun never fails, how much more will I never fail?” 

When you feel abandoned by God and can’t feel his presence, remember the 
words here in Jeremiah.  Remember God’s promise.  And remember the sun. 

Prayer 
God, thank you for such a great, simple reminder of your faithfulness.  Thank you for the 
great gift of your love.  Thank you that you never fail us and that you never forsake us, 
even when we can’t feel your presence.  Help us to continue to wait on you.  Amen. 

 God’s words in Jeremiah 31 were written before those in Ezekiel 10, but both were written 9

during the same time period.
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“Again the Lord spoke to Ahaz, “Ask a sign of the Lord your God; let it be deep as Sheol or 

high as heaven.” But Ahaz said, “I will not ask, and I will not put the Lord to the test.” 
And he said, “Hear then, O house of David! Is it too little for you to weary men, that you 

weary my God also? Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign. Behold, the virgin 
shall conceive and bear a son, and shall call his name Immanuel.” 

—Isaiah 7:10–14 

At our house, our bathroom fan isn’t very good.  It struggles to keep up when 
you run the shower.  Without fail, no matter if you take a shower for 5 
seconds or 5 minutes, the bathroom mirror will be cloudy and fogged over by 
the time you are done.  When you look at the mirror, all you can see are 
shapes that resemble people.  You know what is there, but you can’t grasp the 
full picture.  10

In a way, the Old Testament is a cloudy bathroom mirror, especially when it 
comes to Jesus.  Jesus is there: the entire Bible is about him, and that includes 
the Old Testament.  But sometimes it can be a bit hard to make out the details. 

Isaiah 7 is one of the clearest passages about the coming of Jesus.  It points to 
his coming and tells us why this is important: because God himself is coming. 

When Isaiah said this, it may have been confusing for the people.  The temple 
was still around.  God still lived with his people in the temple.  “Isaiah, what  

 With the way I sometimes feel in the morning, maybe it’s a good thing that I can’t see my 10

reflection!
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do you mean that God will one day be with the people of Israel?  Are you 
saying that he isn’t with us now?” 
 
Isaiah’s words here tell us that something—someone—greater is coming.  God 
lives with his people through the temple, but this pales in comparison to the 
one who comes. 
 
 
Jesus once said, “I tell you, something greater 
than the temple is here.”   When he says this, 11

he is telling the religious rulers of his day that 
God is now among the people in a greater way 
than during the Old Testament period. 
 
Isaiah looks forward to that day.  He looks forward to the day when God will 
live among his people in a way much greater than through the Temple. 
 
For us, we can rejoice because Jesus is greater than the temple.  We can rejoice 
because Jesus did come.  We can rejoice because God really does live among us. 

Prayer 
Jesus, thank you for coming.  Thank you for being greater than the temple.  Thank you for 
telling us about your coming in the Old Testament.  Thank you for being the way that we 
are now able to live in God’s presence.  It’s in your name we pray, Amen. 

 Matthew 12:6.11
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“The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who dwelt in a land of 
deep darkness, on them has light shone. For to us a child is born, to us a son is given; and 

the government shall be upon his shoulder, and his name shall be called Wonderful 
Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. Of the increase of his 
government and of peace there will be no end, on the throne of David and over his 

kingdom, to establish it and to uphold it with justice and with righteousness from this 
time forth and forevermore. The zeal of the Lord of hosts will do this.” 

—Isaiah 9:2, 6–7 

When you were little, were you ever afraid of the dark?  Were you afraid of not 
being able to see what was around you?  Did your imagination ever get the 
best of you? 

Most of us don’t like being in the dark.  We don’t like the uncertainty and the 
potential danger (even if it is just created by our imaginations).  But have you 
ever realized that the Bible tells us before Jesus, we all lived in the darkness? 

Before Jesus came, we didn’t live in God’s presence.  We didn’t have the light 
of knowing God like we do now.  And that is why Jesus came. 

Jesus came to show everyone God.  Just like a flashlight or a candle can light 
up the darkness, Jesus came to show us more of God.  He reveals more of God 
to us.  Because we can now live with God. 
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This is what Isaiah means in this passage.  People who were in the dark now 
can live in the light.  And those who live in the light are a part of God’s 
kingdom. 

Not only does Isaiah tell us that Jesus is coming to show us more of God, but 
he tells us that Jesus comes to establish God’s kingdom.  This kingdom will 
never be defeated.  It will never fall.  It will 
never disappear.   

When Jesus comes, he builds a kingdom that 
will always be there.  In this kingdom, God lives 
with us and we live with God.  His Holy Spirit 
lives within us as a “guarantee” of the kingdom 
of God until it comes fully. 

Isaiah looks forward to this day.  He longs for the day when God is revealed 
and humanity can live with God again.  Thanks to Jesus, that is now possible. 

Prayer 
God, thank you for building your kingdom.  We are so thankful that your kingdom will 
never fail.  Thank you for bringing us light and showing us more of you.  Help us to trust 
in you more each day.  In Jesus’ name, Amen. 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“There shall come forth a shoot from the stump of Jesse, and a branch from his roots shall 

bear fruit. And the Spirit of the Lord shall rest upon him, the Spirit of wisdom and 
understanding, the Spirit of counsel and might, the Spirit of knowledge and the fear of the 

Lord. And his delight shall be in the fear of the Lord.” 
—Isaiah 11:1–3 

I’m going to make a statement that some of you may take issue with: 
fireplaces are only useful when it’s cold out.  12

But when it’s cold out, there are few things more enjoyable then gathering the 
family around the fireplace and soaking in its warmth.  Here’s the thing about 
fireplaces though: they don’t keep you warm if you aren’t near them.  People 
don’t start up a fireplace in the dead of winter and then go sit in their beds 
basking in the heat.  To enjoy a fireplace, you have to get near it. 

C.S. Lewis once said something similar about God: “If you want to get warm, 
you must stand near the fire.  If you want joy, peace, and eternal life, you must 
get close to the place that has them.” 

In Isaiah 11, Isaiah tells us what the coming Immanuel will be like: he will be 
guided by the Spirit of the Lord.  He will be wise and have understanding.  He 
will have good counsel and might.  He will have knowledge and will live in 
utmost respect for God.  In other words, he will be filled with God’s Spirit. 

 Note: I love a good bonfire during the summer.  But not a fireplace.  12
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If you know what it looks like to follow Jesus, you need to be filled with the 
Spirit.  “And how do you get filled with the Spirit,” you may ask?  Fear God. 

When Isaiah says that Jesus’ “delight” is in the fear 
of the Lord, this is what he means.  Jesus delighted 
in respecting God to the uttermost.  He delighted in 
giving God the honor he deserved.  He delighted in 
the way God had set Creation up: with God on top 
and not us. 

After Jesus’ resurrection, the Bible tells us that we have now been given the 
Holy Spirit as a guarantee of what is coming.  We are told that the Holy Spirit 
actually lives within us.  In other words, because Jesus came, God doesn’t live 
among his people in a temple.  He lives within his people. 

On this side of the cross, we have the unbelievable privilege to not only 
commune with God through Jesus, but also through the Holy Spirit.  And how 
does this start?  By fearing God.  Draw near to him, just as you would a fire.  
Because when you are near him, when he lives within you, then you are near 
to the source of love, peace, joy, and hope that we are all searching for. 

Prayer 
God, thank you for your Holy Spirit.  Thank you for living within us.  It is a great 
privilege.  God, help us to give you the honor and respect that you deserve.  Through the 
Holy Spirit we pray, Amen. 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“Behold, the days are coming, declares the Lord, when I will raise up for David a righteous 

Branch, and he shall reign as king and deal wisely, and shall execute justice and 
righteousness in the land. In his days Judah will be saved, and Israel will dwell securely. 

And this is the name by which he will be called: ‘The Lord is our righteousness.’” 
—Jeremiah 23:5–6 

I have a friend who is in the middle of a massive restoration project on his 
house.  When he bought his house, it was on the verge of collapsing.  This 
once magnificent house had been abused, neglected, and vacant for years.  
Most people thought that the only value this house had was the land it was 
on.  But my friend big plans for this house. 

He knew what the house could be.  He knew that if it could be restored, it’s 
beauty would be known throughout the city.  Would it take a lot of work?  
Absolutely.  Would it take a lot of time?  Of course.  Would it be easier to hire 
a demolition crew and just start over?  Without a doubt. 

But in spite of what common sense said, he committed to restoring this house 
to its former glory. 

God has similar plans for humanity.  He knows what humanity was once like.  
He knows their former glory, what they were meant to be.  He created them, 
after all. 

And when he looks at humanity, he sees what could be.  Just like this house, 
he knows there will be a lot of work involved.  He knows that it would be  
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easier to just scrap the whole project and start over.  But he also knows the 
finished project will be much more magnificent if he can restore that which 
has been corrupted. 

This is what God is promising in passages like 
Jeremiah 23.  He promises that there will be a 
day when things are restored to the way they 
once were.  The people of Israel thought this 
meant that God would restore their nation to 
the way it once was.  But they were thinking 
too small.  God had bigger plans. 

He didn’t want to just make Israel like they were under King David.  He 
wanted to make humanity just like they were in the Garden: living with him.  
He wasn’t content living with them through the temple.  He wanted to walk 
with them as he did before sin entered into the world.   Jesus is the promise 13

that this day is coming. 

Prayer 
God, thank you for not giving up on us.  Thank you for not “starting over.”  Thank you 
for patience and love for your creation.  God, help us to see what you are making us into.  
Help us to see the glory that awaits those who love you.  In your name, Amen.  

 Even more amazing is the promise later in Scripture that things will be even better than they 13

were in the Garden!
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“For thus says the Lord God: Behold, I, I myself will search for my sheep and will seek 

them out […] and I will rescue them from all places where they have been scattered on a 
day of clouds and thick darkness. I will feed them with good pasture, and on the mountain 
heights of Israel shall be their grazing land. […] I myself will be the shepherd of my sheep, 
and I myself will make them lie down, declares the Lord God. I will seek the lost, and I will 

bring back the strayed.” 
—Ezekiel 34:11–15 

The 1990’s sitcom “Home Improvement” starring Tim Allen as Tim “the 
Toolman” Taylor looks at a number of practical family issues in a comedic way.  
While many of the episodes don’t exactly portray the most biblical way of 
doing family, occasionally an episode will hit a gospel theme. 

In one episode, Tim’s youngest son Mark breaks something of his dad’s.  
Mark, egged on by his two older brothers, decides its time to run away rather 
than face the wrath of his dad.  He runs away—all the way to the tree house, 
just outside of their house. 

Tim, while upset with what Mark had done, knew that his son needed to hear 
that he had been forgiven and brought back into the family.  Knowing that 
Mark was out in the treehouse, Tim went outside and began talking to himself 
(so Mark could hear him): 

“It’s a shame Mark is gone.  He was a good kid.  He was the only one who 
could growl like I could.”  After going on for a while, Mark comes down from 
the treehouse, talks with his dad, and they resolve the tension between them. 
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When you were little, were you ever afraid 
that your parents weren’t going to forgive you 
for something you had done?  Maybe you saw 
how mad they were; maybe you had hurt 
them or ruined something that was 
important to them, and you ran away scared. 

Oftentimes, our parents were just like Tim.  
They knew exactly where we were, and they sought after us.  They restored us 
into the family.  They brought us into fellowship once more. 

That’s exactly what God is promising here.  There is a big gap between us and 
God, not just like a little kid afraid of their parents, but as enemies of God 
(Rom. 5:10).  And yet God relentlessly pursued us.  He sought us out because 
of his love for us.  His son Jesus paid the price for our disobedience and made 
it possible for us to live with God again.   

God doesn’t just promise to live among humanity in Ezekiel.  He promises to 
take care of them.  He promises to protect them.  They will be his children, 
because he is a loving father.  If you are hiding from God, run to the great 
Shepherd.  He will meet you with open arms. 

Prayer 
God, thank you for taking us back.  Thank you for making it possible to live with you.  
Help us to remember your love and grace for us.  Amen.  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“But you, O Bethlehem Ephrathah, who are too little to be among the clans of Judah, from 

you shall come forth for me one who is to be ruler in Israel, whose coming forth is from of 
old, from ancient days. […] And he shall stand and shepherd his flock in the strength of 

the Lord, in the majesty of the name of the Lord his God. And they shall dwell secure, for 
now he shall be great to the ends of the earth. And he shall be their peace.” 

—Micah 5:2–5 

Years ago, I was in Nicaragua during their local elections.  Numerous different 
candidates were running for office, the majority of them pledging to bring 
peace to this region that had been filled with gangs and violence for decades. 

The people who were running for office had promised peace.  But the men and 
women of Nicaragua didn’t believe them.  They held riots and protests during 
the election season, claiming that the corruption of the government was the 
furthest thing from peace that there was.  Ironically, the promotion of peace 
led to the opposite in this Latin American country. 

The people of Nicaragua had learned a hard truth over the years.  Their leaders 
had promised peace, but they had always failed to deliver.  They knew all too 
well that the promise of peace is something that no government can deliver. 

Except one government. 

This passage from Micah looks forward to this new government.  It looks 
forward to a time of peace established by the new ruler.  It looks forward to a  
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time when everyone, not just the rich and privileged, will be able to dwell 
secure, not having to worry about bomb threats, 
war, or corruption. 

Jesus came to establish this government.  He came 
to bring peace.  But not only did he bring peace, he 
was peace. 

In Jesus, there is now peace between us and God.  
The war our souls are waging against God has 
been ended because of what Jesus has done.  Is 
there still corruption, violence, and war today?  Of 
course there still is.  Jesus’ kingdom hasn’t been fully realized yet.  But we can 
be confident beyond a shadow of a doubt that there will be a day when peace 
reigns. 

Because the one who is our peace will reign. 

Prayer 
God, you reign.  Even in the midst of the turmoil of this world, we know that you still sit 
on your throne.  We are thankful that you are in charge over all.  Help us to trust in Jesus 
for peace between us and God.  Help us to trust in you for peace in the midst of anxiety.  
Help us to trust in you for peace in this world.  In Jesus’ name, Amen.  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And say to him, ‘Thus says the Lord of hosts, “Behold, the man whose name is the Branch: 

for he shall branch out from his place, and he shall build the temple of the Lord. It is he 
who shall build the temple of the Lord and shall bear royal honor, and shall sit and rule on 

his throne. And there shall be a priest on his throne, and the counsel of peace shall be 
between them both.” 

—Zechariah 6:12–13 

My cousin just finished building a house.  He and his family have been 
building it from the ground up.  The process has been a long one.  They 
started last Spring, and they finally were able to move into it in the past few 
weeks.  As I have followed the process from afar, I was reminded of something 
that I already knew: it takes a long time to build a house. 

The same was true during ancient times.  In fact, it took even longer to build 
houses without the modern conveniences of pre-cut lumber, power tools, and 
concrete trucks.  And so for the people of the Old Testament, Zechariah’s 
words here would have been very encouraging.  They spoke of a day in the 
future when their leader would build a new house for God, a new place for 
God to live among his people. 

When Jesus came, he interpreted these verses to speak about himself.  He 
knew that he was the one who was going to build the new temple for God.  
But unlike what people had in mind, he was the temple.  He was the place 
where God lived among humanity.  He was the place where God and humanity 
met. 

• •48

Friday, Dec. 19

Day 20



 
This got Jesus into a lot of trouble during his ministry.  In fact, it was his 
claim to be the temple that eventually led to his crucifixion.   The people of 14

his day could not accept that he was the new way 
for God to live with humanity. 

But for us, this is truly good news.  It is because 
Jesus is the new temple that we are able to live 
with God and have a relationship with him.  It is 
because Jesus is the new temple that God himself 
lives in us through his Holy Spirit. 

The promise of Zechariah 6 is truly a miraculous promise.  It looks forward to 
a day when God changes the way he does things.  It looks forward to the day 
when God will bring in people from all across the world to worship him. 

Prayer 
God, thank you for Jesus.  Thank you that he is our new temple, through whom we can 
have a relationship with you.  Thank you for all that he bore on our behalf, so that he 
could restore the bridge between you and us.  In his precious name we pray, Amen. 

 Mark 15:58-65 tell us that the religious leaders questioned Jesus about this.  His statement that 14

he was the “Son of Man” who would come in glory was the “last straw” for the Pharisees.
• •49

The New Temple

Day 20

Because Jesus 
is the new 

temple we are 
able to live 

with God.



 

• •50

Part  
Three
A Fleeting Hope



• •51



 
“Then Zerubbabel the son of Shealtiel, and Joshua the son of Jehozadak, the high priest, 

with all the remnant of the people, obeyed the voice of the Lord their God, and the words of 
Haggai the prophet, as the Lord their God had sent him. And the people feared the Lord. 
Then Haggai, the messenger of the Lord, spoke to the people with the Lord’s message, “I 

am with you, declares the Lord.”” 
—Haggai 1:12–13 

After the destruction of the temple, the people of Israel were sent into Exile.  
They were forcibly moved from their homeland to Babylon, where they lived 
among people who didn’t know God for nearly 70 years. 

Eventually, God put it on the heart of the king to allow any Israelite to return 
to Jerusalem.  Not only that, but those who returned would be given money to 
help in the rebuilding of the temple.  For those Israelites who had longed for 
God’s presence to be with his people again, this was a dream come true. 

The journey was difficult.  It was hundreds of miles long across the desert 
with no protection.  Not only was it difficult, but very few of them were 
willing to leave behind the lives that they had formed in Babylon.  Only the 
extremely serious about their faith made the journey back. 

They arrived in Jerusalem to ruins.  There was so much work that needed to 
be done!  Where should they start?  Begin work on the temple or on their own 
homes?  After much thought, the people decided to start with their homes.  
They needed shelter more than a place to worship, right? 
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Sixteen years went by.  The people continued working on their houses, while 
the temple remained untouched.   

If you are like me, you are wondering what were the people waiting for? 
 
The people were waiting for God’s blessing.  They 
weren’t sure if God’s promises still counted.  They 
weren’t sure if God was still with them like he was 
when the temple was built.  In addition to being 
focused on themselves and their own houses, they 
were afraid that God had truly abandoned them. 

That’s why Haggai’s words here are so powerful.  
For the first time in nearly 70 years, God assured 
his people: “I. Am. With. You.”  God hadn’t 
forgotten them.  God still had a plan for them.  He 
was still actively seeking a way to live with humanity. 

That’s the good news of Haggai: that God still has a plan.  And in Jesus, that 
plan comes to completion.  That’s the good news of Christmas. 

Prayer 
God, thank you for not abandoning your people.  Thank you for continuing to walk with 
us and continuing to be patient with us when we go astray.  Thank you for remaining 
faithful to your promises and to your plan to live among us.  Amen.  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“And all the people shouted with a great shout when they praised the Lord, because the 

foundation of the house of the Lord was laid. But many of the priests and Levites and 
heads of fathers’ houses, old men who had seen the first house, wept with a loud voice 

when they saw the foundation of this house being laid.” 
—Ezra 3:11–12 

After hearing the wonderful words, “I am with you,” the people of Israel 
worked quickly to build a new temple to God.  It consumed their thoughts and 
their actions, because they knew that God was willing to live with them in the 
temple once more. 

And so they worked.  Day and night, they worked.  And sooner than anyone 
thought possible, they finished the new temple to God. 

The people rejoiced.  God had blessed them with a temple once more.  He had 
protected them while they built it.  He had given them the finances to 
complete the project.  And he had given the manpower to complete it as well. 

After finishing the building project, the people of Jerusalem gathered together 
to dedicate the temple, just like the people of Israel did hundreds of years 
earlier under Solomon.  Everything was shaping up to be a beautiful, God-
glorifying day.  There was just one problem. 

Remember how much David gave for the building of the temple?  Remember 
how glorious and beautiful it was?  This time around, they didn’t have 
750,000 pounds of gold.  The oldest among the group remembered what the  
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temple used to look like and they began to weep: 
they had completed the building, but they had failed 
in making it a temple worthy of God.  “God will not 
live here,” they thought. 

It was certainly a bittersweet day for the people of 
Israel.  As they consecrated the temple, they 
rejoiced, because the building had been completed.  
But as they remembered what it once was, they 
wept because of what their sin had done. 

The weeping of the people over the state of the temple is a good reminder to 
us.  Just as the people wept over what their sin had done, so also we should 
mourn over our sin.  We should feel the deep loss facing us because of our sin. 

Christmas is a joyful time because it is the celebration of Christ coming to 
earth.  But there should be a tinge of sadness as well, that Christmas is even 
necessary in the first place.  That paradise had been lost millennia ago.  And 
yet, because of his matchless grace, God in Jesus came to make a way for us to 
live with him once more.  Praise be to God.  

Prayer 
God, forgive us for our sin.  Forgive us for what we have done in our lives.  And at the 
same time, thank you.  Thank you for making a way for us to live with you once again.  In 
Jesus’ name, Amen. 

• •55

Joy and Sorrow

Day 22

Just as the 
people wept 

over what 
their sin had 
done, so also 

we should 
mourn over 

our sin.



 

• •56

Part  
Four

Hope of the Nations



• •57



 
“And he came to her and said, “Greetings, O favored one, the Lord is with you![…] Do not 
be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God. And behold, you will conceive in your 
womb and bear a son, and you shall call his name Jesus. He will be great and will be called 

the Son of the Most High. And the Lord God will give to him the throne of his father 
David, and he will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there will be 

no end.”” 
—Luke 1:26–33 

As I write this, the President of the United States is Barack Obama.  The Prime 
Minister of the United Kingdom is David Cameron.  Vladimir Putin is the 
President of Russia.  There are many people who are in power right now over 
various parcels of land across the world.  But there will be a day when each of 
them will step down from their position of leadership.  There will be a day 
when they no longer lead their countries because they have been voted out, 
overthrown, or passed away. 

But not Jesus.  When the angel Gabriel came to announce Jesus’ birth to Mary, 
he tells us many things about this coming Immanuel.  Gabriel tells us that 
Jesus will be great and will be the Son of the Most High.  But he also says that 
this coming baby will rule over the house of Jacob forever.  What’s more than 
that, his kingdom will never end. 

Can you see the significance of what the angel is saying?  It may look like 
President Obama is in charge.  It may look like Mr. Cameron or Mr. Putin are 
in charge of their respective nations.  But those nations are responsible to the 
ruler whose kingdom will never end. 
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There will never come a day when Jesus is not reigning.  Just like ancient 
Rome eventually fell, the United States will fall.  But Jesus’ empire won’t.  He 
rules with complete and utter confidence that not only his kingdom will 
remain, but that his kingdom will continue to grow. 

This is truly good news for us.  Because of Jesus, God’s 
kingdom has come.  And in his kingdom, we are able to 
have fellowship with God.  As citizens of his kingdom, 
we may face hardship from this world.  But we can 
have confidence knowing that God is with us in those 
hardships. 

Are you a part of his kingdom?  Do you rejoice in the fact that Jesus reigns?  Is 
your hope in the rulers of this world, who will pass away and will lose their 
positions of power?  Or is it in Jesus, the one who reigns forever? 

Prayer 
God, in the middle of the uncertainty of this life, we are grateful that you remain constant.  
We are thankful for your kingdom.  We thank you that you still reign over all.  Help us to 
place our trust in that.  In Jesus’ name we pray, Amen. 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“And her husband Joseph, being a just man and unwilling to put her to shame, resolved to 

divorce her quietly. But as he considered these things, behold, an angel of the Lord 
appeared to him in a dream, saying, “Joseph, son of David, do not fear to take Mary as 

your wife, for that which is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. She will bear a son, 
and you shall call his name Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins.” All this took 

place to fulfill what the Lord had spoken by the prophet:  
“Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and they shall call his name Immanuel”  

(which means, God with us).” 
—Matthew 1:18–23 

Throughout Advent season, we have been talking about “God with us,” or 
“Immanuel.”  But have you ever wondered why—if it was prophesied that 
Jesus was to be named Immanuel—that Jesus is never called Immanuel after 
he is born? 

Growing up, I wondered that question several times.  But I think that the 
angel’s words to Joseph here answer that question for us. 

Jesus is called Immanuel because that is who he is: he is God dwelling among 
humanity.  This is radical, earth-shattering news: that God is coming to live 
among humanity. 

“Jesus” means “The Lord Saves.”  How is the Lord able to save?  Because Jesus 
is God.  He is the one who has come to live among humanity.  And what does 
he come to save us from?  Our sins. 
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In Joseph’s day, everyone was looking for salvation.  Israel was ruled by the 
Romans and longed for its freedom.  The people were hoping that God would 
anoint a new King to come and deliver their nation from their evil rulers. 

This is why so many people got confused about Jesus.  
They thought, “This is the Messiah!  And the Messiah 
is here to re-establish the nation of Israel!”  But when 
Jesus ended up on a cross, people were confused. 

God came to earth for something far more important 
than political freedom: he came to bring us life.  He 
came to save us from the curse of sin, to allow us to 
live with him once again. 

This is why Jesus is called Immanuel and Jesus.  He is Jesus: The Lord Saves.  
And he is Immanuel: God with us.  God will save us because he is with us in 
the person of Jesus. 

Joseph probably didn’t understand all of that when the angel came.  But on 
this side of the resurrection, we can see clearly God’s continued plan to live 
with us. 

Prayer 
Jesus, thank you for coming to earth.  Thank you for your mission: to save us from our 
sins.  Thank you for your work on the cross for us.  Amen.  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“In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 

[…] And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his glory, glory as 
of the only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth.” 

—John 1:1,14 

J.I. Packer once said that the biggest mystery of Christianity was Christmas: 
God becoming a man.   He gets at the heart of what happened at Christmas.  15

God himself became human.  Think about that for a second.   

God.  Became.  Man.   

The One powerful enough to speak everything into existence, now a 
helpless babe. 

The One who ruled over all, born to a couple of blue-collar workers. 

The One who provides sustenance for everyone, now crying out for 
food. 

The One seated on the throne, now laying in straw. 

The One full of grace, coming to give grace to us. 

 Packer, J. I. Knowing God. (Downers Grove, Ill.: InterVarsity Press, 1973), 53.15
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Jesus gave up many things when he became a human.  Philippians 2 tells us 
that he “emptied” himself.  He voluntarily gave up the rights he had as God.  
But two things he did not give up: he did not give up being God and he did not 
give up his character. 

God is a pursuing God.  He pursues his people throughout the pages of the 
Old Testament.  And that pursuit reaches its peak with Jesus in a manger. 

God is a loving God.  It is found throughout the pages of the Old Testament.  
And that love reaches its peak with Jesus in a manger. 

God is a gracious God.  It is found throughout the pages of the Old Testament.  
And that grace reaches its peak with Jesus in a manger. 

This is the story of Christmas: that God did what only he could do to repair a 
relationship that only he could repair.  That God was so intent on living 
among his people that he became one of them to provide a way. 

It is in Jesus that we see God.   

Prayer 
Jesus, we thank you.  Thank you for coming to live among us.  
Thank you for faithfully following your Father’s plan to restore us.  Thank you for dying 
for us.  Thank you for the promise of resurrection through you.  And thank you for the 
promise that we will one day live with you once more.  In your name we pray, Amen. 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“And I saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, prepared 

as a bride adorned for her husband. And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, 
“Behold, the dwelling place of God is with man. He will dwell with them.”” 

—Revelation 21:2–3 

We started our journey together this Advent season by looking at the meaning 
of Advent: “coming.”  And it is appropriate as we close to look at the second 
Advent. 

The Bible does not just tell us that Jesus came thousands of years ago.  It 
promises us that he will come again.  And when he comes the second time, it 
will be to restore his kingdom. 

When Jesus comes back again, Eden will be restored.  But not only will it be 
restored, it will be improved upon.  The city of New Jerusalem is far greater 
than the Garden of Eden.  And just like in Eden, God will live among his 
people once again.   

The pains of this life will fade away because of the joy that we will have in that 
day.  This current life with all of its hurts and pains will be overshadowed by 
the surpassing glory that awaits us when God dwells with us. 

The Bible doesn’t tell us a lot about the New Heavens and the New Earth.  To 
say too much is to speculate, which is unhelpful and dangerous.  But what the  
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Bible does tell us is that God’s quest to live among humanity will reach it’s 
end.   
 
Do you long for that day?  Do you eagerly await it’s 
advent?  As we wrap up this Advent season 
remembering Jesus’ first coming, I encourage you to 
live each day in the reality of the second Advent: we 
wait for Jesus’ second coming. 

Prayer 
Jesus, thank you for coming.  Thank you that you will come again.  We pray with the 
saints throughout history, “Come, Lord Jesus.”  Come and establish your kingdom, God.  
Come and dwell with your people once again.  It is through the powerful work of Jesus we 
pray, Amen.  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It is our prayer that you found this devotional to be helpful this Advent 
season.  Thank you for walking with us as we explored the beauty of 
Christmas, starting in the very beginning of God’s Creation. 

There is much more we could have covered as we explored the wonder of 
Immanuel, of God with us. 

We could have talked much more about God’s original plan for creation.  We 
could have devoted more time to the period of the Exodus and the Exile.  And 
after Jesus’ resurrection, we could have looked at the significance of God no 
longer dwelling with us, but now within us, both as individual Christians and as 
the church as a whole. 

I pray that you and your family were drawn closer to Jesus this Advent.  In a 
season that is too often hijacked by consumerism and materialism, remember 
the greatest gift of all: God with us. 

I now close with words found in the book of Revelation referring to the second 
Advent, the second “coming” of Jesus: 

He who testifies to these things says, “Surely I am coming soon.” Amen. Come, Lord Jesus!  
The grace of the Lord Jesus be with all. Amen. 

—Revelation 22:20–21 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