
 
 

LIFE GROUP LEADER GUIDE 
For the week of October 2, 2022 

 

This guide is designed to give helpful hints in preparing & leading your group in discussion. 
 

LEADER NOTES 
 
THINGS TO REMEMBER:  
• Drinks when people arrive 
• Fall Quarter:  September 25-November 20 
• Plan your group’s social activity for the Fall Quarter—Talk to Pastors Brandon or Daniel if you need ideas 
• Connect with Pastor Brandon if your group would like to do a service project of any kind during the Spring Quarter 
 
GOALS FOR THE EVENING:  
• Continue to build relationships 
• Discuss the Study Questions 
• Pray together 
 
New Leaders & Hosts: Do you know someone who would be great at leading or hosting a Life Group? If so, please let your Life Group Pastor 
know.   
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
  

ð WORSHIP NIGHT  
October 7th, 6:30 PM at SFC 
Come and join us for a night of worship! We will come together as the body of Christ to Encounter God through prayer, praise, community, and communion. Child 
care will be provided.  
 
ð ONE CHURCH ONE DAY—PRAYER GATHERING  
October 16, 6 – 6:30 PM at SFC 
Join us in the sanctuary for a guided prayer chapel as we pray together for our church and community. 
 
ð TRUNK-OR-TREAT  
October 28th, 4:30 – 6:30 at SFC 
Kids and families: We invite you to wear your best Halloween costume, bring your candy bucket, and get ready to Trunk-or-Treat! Families will walk through the 
SFC parking lot to view and "Trick-or-Treat" at the festively decorated cars. We'll be handing out candy or prizes at each one! Come enjoy a fun, free, safe event, 
outdoors in our parking lot! 
If you'd like to donate candy, or volunteer in any way, please call the office. 
 
   

 

LEADER INFO 
 

ð DISCUSSION SUGGESTIONS 
• Remember you don’t have to answer every question! 
• Choose questions best suited to your group. 
• Have different group members read the sections of scripture out loud. 

 
ð PRAYER 

• Take prayer requests 
• If you haven’t divided into male/female groups already, you may want to do so for the time of prayer.  

 
ð ATTENDANCE 
Submit your group’s attendance by communicating with Linda, in the office (541-726-8449), during the week. We should have the option to 
record attendance online soon.  
 

 
Find all of our leader resources online: https://www.springfieldfaithcenter.org/leader-resources 

 
 
  



 
 

 
Notes from the weekend 

JESUS THE JUDGE? 
Mark 11:12-26 

 
Fig Tree and the Father’s House: 
Mark 11:12-26, Isaiah 56:1-12, Jeremiah 7:1-11, Jeremiah 8:13 

• Cursed Fig Tree – best viewed as an acted parable symbolizing God’s judgment against the spiritual unfruitfulness 

of Israel and the Temple itself. 

• OT Quotation – due to corruption and deception, the Temple had failed to become what it was meant to be. 

• Jesus’ Actions – characteristic of Old Testament prophets and kings. 

 
So What Does This Mean for Me/Us? 
 
P Jesus is the King who has the authority to pronounce judgement against spiritual unfaithfulness and unfruitfulness. 

John 5:21-22, Acts 10:42 

P Followers of Jesus have the responsibility to bear fruit. 
John 15:1-8, Galatians 5:22 

Jesus’ threefold lesson: 

1. Have faith in God, not the house of God and its system. 

2. Prayers offered in faith are aligned with God’s will. 

3. Faith in God requires a willingness to forgive others. 

 
 
  
  



 
 

 
Discussion Tips:   

• Go around the circle and have everyone answer, or open it up to the group and ask someone who doesn’t talk much to answer. 
Remember, giving the group time limits helps keep one person from dominating the discussion.  

• Question 1 is designed to bring some fun discussion. Hearing from everyone at the beginning of your discussion helps people to feel 
comfortable sharing. These questions often bring things out of people you may not know. Over time, these types of questions can be 
incredibly insightful and helpful in building relationships in a group, even if your group has been together for a long time.   
 

 
 

LIFE GROUP STUDY QUESTIONS 
For the week of October 2, 2022 

Be Friendly 

Did you enjoy “picture day” at school, when you were young(er)? What were your feelings about it? 

 
 
 

Discussion Tip – Recognize that picture day for people may have been a positive or negative experience. Ask folks to answer the question, but 
don’t require that they explain why. Invite them to explain, but don’t require it.   

 
 
 
 
Looking back at your notes from this week’s teaching, was there anything that particularly caught your attention, 
challenged, or confused you? What questions were you left with? 

 

 

 
Discussion Tip – Encourage people to come away from every sermon with questions of their own. Give them permission to ask questions 
outside of the ones that are provided here. We need to know that being curious is normal, and encouraged.  

 
 
 
Be Open 

How did Jesus’ cursing of the fig tree make you feel? Did it seem appropriate? What did you hear Pastor Brandon say 
about it? 

 
 
 

Discussion Tip – People are going to have mixed feelings about this moment. Remind them of the things that Pastor Brandon said this week, 
about how this is a metaphor for the health of the temple and of the religious leadership at the time of Jesus.   

 
 
 
Have someone read Isaiah 56:1-7 out loud.  

1This is what the Lord says: “Maintain justice and do what is right, for my salvation is close at hand and my righteousness will soon 
be revealed. 2Blessed is the one who does this— the person who holds it fast, who keeps the Sabbath without desecrating it, and 
keeps their hands from doing any evil.” 3Let no foreigner who is bound to the Lord say, “The Lord will surely exclude me from his 
people.” And let no eunuch complain, “I am only a dry tree.” 4For this is what the Lord says: “To the eunuchs who keep my 
Sabbaths, who choose what pleases me and hold fast to my covenant— 5to them I will give within my temple and its walls a 



 
 

memorial and a name better than sons and daughters; I will give them an everlasting name that will endure forever. 6And 
foreigners who bind themselves to the Lord to minister to him, to love the name of the Lord, and to be his servants, all who keep 
the Sabbath without desecrating it and who hold fast to my covenant— 7these I will bring to my holy mountain and give them joy 
in my house of prayer. Their burnt offerings and sacrifices will be accepted on my altar; for my house will be called a house of 
prayer for all nations.”  

Why do you think that Jesus quoted from this section of scripture? From this section, what stands out as being 
particularly meaningful to you? 

 
 
 

Discussion Tip – The use of the word eunuch may strike people as odd here, but keep in mind that the passage is talking about the treatment 
of non-Jewish people who love and worship the God of Israel. Eunuchs were not common among the people of Israel, but they were common in 
the pagan cultures that surrounded Israel at the time.   

 
 
Be Vulnerable 

Read Jesus’ comments about prayer, in Mark 11:23-25. Do you feel like the kind of prayer that he is describing is 
possible for you? 

 
 
 

Discussion Tip – Be aware that prayer is a bit of a scary topic for many people. It’s a place where they feel incapable, and overwhelmed. Try to 
look for people in the group who have positive prayer lives, and ask them to share how they feel about this section. Why might Jesus’ words be 
an encouragement for them? 

 
 
 
Pastor Brandon highlighted forgiveness as a key element of Jesus’ teaching in this passage. Is forgiveness usually easy 
for you, or do you find it very difficult? Is there a person in your life right now that you are struggling to forgive? 

 
 
 

Discussion Tip – Forgiveness is hard, and is usually associated with the most painful memories we carry. Don’t force people to talk about 
these issues, but don’t shy away from bringing them up either. Use this question as an opportunity to model vulnerability, and the kind of safety 
that you’re hoping the group can represent for everyone.  

 
 
  
Prayer Transition and Optional Question: The number one fear most people have is speaking in public. Group prayer would fall into this category. 
If you have new people in your group, going over “Tips on Group Prayer” (below) is crucial. In most cases, it’s also a good reminder for returning 
group members. More than once, we’ve had people tell us they quit a Life Group or didn’t join a group because they had to pray out loud.   
Additional Question (An important one for new groups): Prayer is an amazing avenue God has given us to communicate with Him and He with 
us, but we also come to it with a lot of different thoughts and feelings. Which of the following statements are most true for you?   
 

• Prefer to pray silently instead of out loud  
• Find my mind wandering when praying  
• Like to write out prayers  

• Look forward to time in prayer  
• Don’t really know how to pray  
• Other  

Discussion Note: We recommend that if your group is coed, that you split into men’s only and women’s only groups for prayer on a regular basis. 
This allows you to pray for additional requests that may not come up in the main meeting. If you are meeting virtually, you can use the breakout 
rooms to accomplish this split. 
 
 
 PRAYER REQUESTS  
  



 
 

•    
•   
•   
•   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
TIPS ON GROUP PRAYER  
Prayer is an important part of being in Life Group. Over the years we've found that group prayer goes better when we follow three simple 
guidelines.  
  
WE PRAY FOR ONE TOPIC AT A TIME - Anyone in the group is free to introduce a prayer request either before prayer begins or during the prayer 
time. Once a topic is introduced, the group focuses on that request alone. Once it's covered, the group moves on to the next topic.  
  
PRAY MORE THAN ONCE - Because the group is focusing on one topic at a time, each person is encouraged to pray several times during the prayer 
time for those topics they feel most led to pray about. No one is required to pray.  
  
WE KEEP OUR PRAYERS SHORT AND SIMPLE - Group prayer goes better when members keep their prayers short and to the point. When someone 
prays for a long time, it's hard for the other members to stay focused and long prayers tend to intimidate those who are just learning to pray out 
loud in a group. No one is required to pray out loud.   
  


