
 
 

LIFE GROUP LEADER GUIDE 
For the week of May 8, 2022 

 

This guide is designed to give helpful hints in preparing & leading your group in discussion. 
 

LEADER NOTES 
 
THINGS TO REMEMBER:  
• Drinks when people arrive 
• Spring Quarter:  April 10-June 5 
• Plan your group’s social activity for the Spring Quarter 
• Connect with Pastor Daniel if your group would like to do a service project of any kind during the Spring Quarter 
 
GOALS FOR THE EVENING:  
• Continue to build relationships 
• Discuss the Study Questions, but don’t feel pressured to answer them all 

`REMEMBER: The goal is to relate, more than it is to answer all the questions. 
• Pray together 
 
New Leaders & Hosts: Do you know someone who would be great at leading or hosting a Life Group? If so, please let your Life Group Pastor 
know.   
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
  

ð MEN’S RETREAT — THE VICTORIOUS LIFE  
May 13th-15th, at Camp Lutherwood 
It has all come down to this! Join your brothers for this exciting weekend of being together and discover how to take the fight to the enemy! Dinner served at 6:30 
on Friday. 
 
ð ONE CHURCH ONE DAY — PRAYER GATHERING 
May 15, 6 – 6:30 PM at SFC 
Join us in the sanctuary for a guided prayer chapel as we pray together for our church and community. 
 
ð GENESIS PROCESS INFORMATIONAL MEETING 
May 18, 6 – 7:30 PM at SFC 
Addiction is a matter of the heart. Recovery is a changed heart. Are you stuck in a cycle of behavior that you cannot break? In the Genesis Process group, we 
help each other break these cycles by learning and practicing new life goals and skills. We discover what is broken, implement plans to address this brokenness, 
and practice new behaviors. We would love to join you on your journey of recovery. 
 
   

 

LEADER INFO 
 

ð DISCUSSION SUGGESTIONS 
• Remember you don’t have to answer every question! 
• Choose questions best suited to your group. 
• Have different group members read the sections of scripture out loud. 

 
ð PRAYER 

• Take prayer requests 
• If you haven’t divided into male/female groups already, you may want to do so for the time of prayer.  

 
ð ATTENDANCE 
Submit your group’s attendance by communicating with Linda, in the office (541-726-8449), during the week. We should have the option to 
record attendance online soon.  
 

 
Find all of our leader resources online: https://www.springfieldfaithcenter.org/leader-resources 

 
 
  



 
 

 
Notes from the weekend 

A SCANDALOUS HOMECOMING 
Mark 6:1-6 

 
The Story: 
Mark 6:1-6 

 
• Crowd at home was amazed by his abilities, wisdom, & miracles. 

• Crowd at home questioned the source of his authority. 

• Crowd at home was offended by his message. 

• Jesus was disturbed by the lack of faith. 

 
Lessons from Nazareth: 
Mark 8:34, James 2:14-26, John 15:18-25, 1 Peter 4:12-18 

 

1. There is an immense difference between having faith in Jesus and having facts or feelings about Jesus. 

2. Followers of Jesus are to remain faithful to the mission and message of the kingdom of God regardless of the 

response. 

Ex: Amazement, questioning, dismissal, rejection, etc. 

 
Challenging Question: 

• How disturbed or amazed is Jesus by my measure of faith? 

 
  
  



 
 

 
Discussion Tips:   

• Go around the circle and have everyone answer, or open it up to the group and ask someone who doesn’t talk much to answer. 
Remember, giving the group time limits helps keep one person from dominating the discussion.  

• Question 1 is designed to bring some fun discussion. Hearing from everyone at the beginning of your discussion helps people to feel 
comfortable sharing. These questions often bring things out of people you may not know. Over time, these types of questions can be 
incredibly insightful and helpful in building relationships in a group, even if your group has been together for a long time.   
 

LIFE GROUP STUDY QUESTIONS 
For the week of May 8, 2022 

Be Friendly 

1. What is something interesting, or memorable, about your hometown? 
 

 
 
 
 
 
2. Have you ever had a situation where someone knew you as a child, and had a hard time making the shift to seeing you 
as an adult? 
 

 

 
Discussion Tip – The idea here is to draw comparisons to Jesus, and his experience in the story. Did people feel undervalued because 
someone still thought of them as a child? Did they feel like their accomplishments weren’t being recognized, or that their expertise was being 
dismissed because people still saw them as a child in one way or another?  

 
 
 
Be Open 

3. How do you understand the word faith? In your own words, what does it mean to you? 

 
 

Discussion Tip – As with so many commonly used biblical words, it’s far easier to regurgitate things we’ve heard before than it is to have 
personally meaningful thoughts on a topic like this. Steer people away from simply quoting Hebrews 11:1 here. There’s nothing wrong with the 
verse, but it may not be encouraging people to really think about what faith means to them.  

 
 
 
4. How would you explain faith to someone who didn’t know anything about God, or the Bible? 

 
 
 

Discussion Tip – This is the outworking of the question before. Easy answers aren’t usually helpful in situations like this. Don’t be afraid to 
(kindly) play Devil’s Advocate if you feel like people are only offering up cheap, or easy, answers. Pretend to be a person who knows nothing 
about faith, and tell them if the answers they’re giving don’t seem helpful.  

 
 
 
5. Read James 2:14-26. This is a section, written by one of Jesus’ brothers, discussing faith.  



 
 

14What good is it, my brothers and sisters, if someone claims to have faith but has no deeds? Can such faith save 
them? 15Suppose a brother or a sister is without clothes and daily food. 16If one of you says to them, “Go in peace; keep warm 
and well fed,” but does nothing about their physical needs, what good is it? 17In the same way, faith by itself, if it is not 
accompanied by action, is dead. 
18But someone will say, “You have faith; I have deeds.” 
Show me your faith without deeds, and I will show you my faith by my deeds. 19You believe that there is one God. Good! 
Even the demons believe that—and shudder. 
20You foolish person, do you want evidence that faith without deeds is useless d ? 21Was not our father Abraham considered 
righteous for what he did when he offered his son Isaac on the altar? 22You see that his faith and his actions were working 
together, and his faith was made complete by what he did. 23And the scripture was fulfilled that says, “Abraham believed 
God, and it was credited to him as righteousness,” e and he was called God’s friend. 24You see that a person is considered 
righteous by what they do and not by faith alone. 
25In the same way, was not even Rahab the prostitute considered righteous for what she did when she gave lodging to the 
spies and sent them off in a different direction? 26As the body without the spirit is dead, so faith without deeds is dead. 

Does this section make faith easier, or harder to understand for you? What words stand out as most important to you in 
this passage? 
 
 
 
 

Discussion Tip – This section of scripture is interesting for a lot of reasons, but be aware that it heavily focuses on action as a necessary 
component of faith. Feel free to discuss that, but know that faith expressing itself in action may be hard for some people in your group. Try to 
guide the conversation in ways that seem uplifting and encouraging to them, rather than making them feel like they’re failing at being what God 
designed them to be.   

 
 
 
 
Be Vulnerable 

6. The story this week involved a group of people who lacked faith, and their lack even prevented Jesus from doing 
many miracles. Have you ever felt like you were lacking faith, or that you were somehow preventing God from doing 
what he wanted? 

 
 
 

Discussion Tip – This is another question that may generate some strong feelings for certain people. Be aware that there can be some painful 
history associated with processing moments like this. Be sensitive, be supportive, be encouraging.  

 The assumption is that everyone will have felt like this at some point in their lives, and it might be really freeing and important for folks to 
realize that.   

 
 
 
7. Is there an area of your life where you would like God to build your faith in him this week? It could be a specific 
circumstance you’re dealing with, or a more general area of spiritual growth.  

 
 
 
 
  
Prayer Transition and Optional Question: The number one fear most people have is speaking in public. Group prayer would fall into this category. 
If you have new people in your group, going over “Tips on Group Prayer” (below) is crucial. In most cases, it’s also a good reminder for returning 
group members. More than once, we’ve had people tell us they quit a Life Group or didn’t join a group because they had to pray out loud.   



 
 

Additional Question (An important one for new groups): Prayer is an amazing avenue God has given us to communicate with Him and He with 
us, but we also come to it with a lot of different thoughts and feelings. Which of the following statements are most true for you?   
 

• Prefer to pray silently instead of out loud  
• Find my mind wandering when praying  
• Like to write out prayers  

• Look forward to time in prayer  
• Don’t really know how to pray  
• Other  

Discussion Note: We recommend that if your group is coed, that you split into men’s only and women’s only groups for prayer on a regular basis. 
This allows you to pray for additional requests that may not come up in the main meeting. If you are meeting virtually, you can use the breakout 
rooms to accomplish this split. 
 
 
 PRAYER REQUESTS  
  

•    
•   
•   
•   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
TIPS ON GROUP PRAYER  
Prayer is an important part of being in Life Group. Over the years we've found that group prayer goes better when we follow three simple 
guidelines.  
  
WE PRAY FOR ONE TOPIC AT A TIME - Anyone in the group is free to introduce a prayer request either before prayer begins or during the prayer 
time. Once a topic is introduced, the group focuses on that request alone. Once it's covered, the group moves on to the next topic.  
  
PRAY MORE THAN ONCE - Because the group is focusing on one topic at a time, each person is encouraged to pray several times during the prayer 
time for those topics they feel most led to pray about. No one is required to pray.  
  
WE KEEP OUR PRAYERS SHORT AND SIMPLE - Group prayer goes better when members keep their prayers short and to the point. When someone 
prays for a long time, it's hard for the other members to stay focused and long prayers tend to intimidate those who are just learning to pray out 
loud in a group. No one is required to pray out loud.   
  


