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TIPS ON TOPICAL PRAYER 
 
Prayer is an important part of being in a Life Group. We believe that 
prayer goes better when we follow three simple guidelines. 
  
1. We pray for one topic at a time.  
Anyone in the group is free to introduce a prayer request either before prayer 
begins or during the prayer time. Once a topic is introduced, the group focuses 
on that request alone. Once it is covered, the group moves on to the next topic.  
 
2. Pray more than once. 
Because the group is focusing on one topic at a time, each person is 
encouraged to pray several times during the prayer time for those topics they 
feel most led to pray about. No one is required to pray. 
  
3. We keep prayer short and simple.  
Group prayer goes better when members keep their prayers short and to the 
point. When someone prays for a long time, it is hard for the other members to 
stay focused and long prayers tend to intimidate those who are just learning to 
pray out loud in a group. No one is required to pray out loud.  
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JESUS THE JUDGE? 
Mark 11:12-26 

 
Fig Tree and the Father’s House: 
Mark 11:12-26, Isaiah 56:1-12, Jeremiah 7:1-11, Jeremiah 8:13 

• Cursed Fig Tree – best viewed as an acted parable symbolizing God’s 

judgment against the spiritual unfruitfulness of Israel and the Temple 

itself. 

• OT Quotation – due to corruption and deception, the Temple had 

failed to become what it was meant to be. 

• Jesus’ Actions – characteristic of Old Testament prophets and kings. 

 
So What Does This Mean for Me/Us? 
 
P Jesus is the King who has the authority to pronounce judgement 

against spiritual unfaithfulness and unfruitfulness. 
John 5:21-22, Acts 10:42 

P Followers of Jesus have the responsibility to bear fruit. 
John 15:1-8, Galatians 5:22 

Jesus’ threefold lesson: 

1. Have faith in God, not the house of God and its system. 

2. Prayers offered in faith are aligned with God’s will. 

3. Faith in God requires a willingness to forgive others. 

  



LIFE GROUP STUDY QUESTIONS 

For the week of October 2, 2022 

Be Friendly 

Did you enjoy “picture day” at school, when you were young(er)? What 
were your feelings about it? 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Looking back at your notes from this week’s teaching, was there anything 
that particularly caught your attention, challenged, or confused you? What 
questions were you left with? 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Be Open 

How did Jesus’ cursing of the fig tree make you feel? Did it seem 
appropriate? What did you hear Pastor Brandon say about it? 

 

 

 

 

Have someone read Isaiah 56:1-7 out loud.  
1This is what the Lord says: “Maintain justice and do what is right, for my 
salvation is close at hand and my righteousness will soon be revealed. 2Blessed is 
the one who does this— the person who holds it fast, who keeps the Sabbath 
without desecrating it, and keeps their hands from doing any evil.” 3Let no 
foreigner who is bound to the Lord say, “The Lord will surely exclude me from 

his people.” And let no eunuch complain, “I am only a dry tree.” 4For this is 
what the Lord says: “To the eunuchs who keep my Sabbaths, who choose what 
pleases me and hold fast to my covenant— 5to them I will give within my temple 
and its walls a memorial and a name better than sons and daughters; I will give 
them an everlasting name that will endure forever. 6And foreigners who bind 
themselves to the Lord to minister to him, to love the name of the Lord, and to 
be his servants, all who keep the Sabbath without desecrating it and who hold 
fast to my covenant— 7these I will bring to my holy mountain and give them joy 
in my house of prayer. Their burnt offerings and sacrifices will be accepted on 
my altar; for my house will be called a house of prayer for all nations.”  

Why do you think that Jesus quoted from this section of scripture? From 
this section, what stands out as being particularly meaningful to you? 
 

 

 

 

 

Be Vulnerable 

Read Jesus’ comments about prayer, in Mark 11:23-25. Do you feel like the 
kind of prayer that he is describing is possible for you? 

 

 

 

 

 

Pastor Brandon highlighted forgiveness as a key element of Jesus’ 
teaching in this passage. Is forgiveness usually easy for you, or do you find 
it very difficult? Is there a person in your life right now that you are 
struggling to forgive? 

 

 


