
Be Vulnerable 

Looking at your own spiritual journey, have there been specific areas where 
you have a tendency to reject Jesus as the “cornerstone”—the basis upon 
whom all of life and faith is built? Asked differently, are there areas in your 
life of which Jesus hasn’t been the Lord? If yes, how could you change in 
these areas going forward?  

 

 

 

PRAYER REQUESTS 

 
à 
 
à 
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TIPS ON TOPICAL PRAYER 
 
Prayer is an important part of being in a Life Group. We believe that prayer 
goes better when we follow three simple guidelines. 
  
1. We pray for one topic at a time.  
Anyone in the group is free to introduce a prayer request either before prayer 
begins or during the prayer time. Once a topic is introduced, the group focuses 
on that request alone. Once it is covered, the group moves on to the next topic.  
 
2. Pray more than once. 
Because the group is focusing on one topic at a time, each person is 
encouraged to pray several times during the prayer time for those topics they 
feel most led to pray about. No one is required to pray. 
  
3. We keep prayer short and simple.  
Group prayer goes better when members keep their prayers short and to the 
point. When someone prays for a long time, it is hard for the other members to 
stay focused and long prayers tend to intimidate those who are just learning to 
pray out loud in a group. No one is required to pray out loud.  
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ON WHOSE AUTHORITY? 
Mark 11:27-12:12 

 
The Conflict: 
Mark 11:27-33, Mark 2:1-12 

● Jesus’ authority is greater than any human authority. 

The Parable: 
Isaiah 5:1-7, 2 Samuel 12:1-10, Jeremiah 7:25-26, Psalm 118:22-23 

• Israel’s religious leaders had failed to live in agreement with God. 

The Resolution: 
 

• God desires hearts that are tender, and ready for repentance. 

 

Questions to wrestle with: 

1. What is God inviting you to agree with? 

2. Is there a defensive place in your life that needs humble repentance? 

  



LIFE GROUP STUDY QUESTIONS 
For the week of October 9, 2022 

 
Be Friendly 

When you are lost, which are you most likely to do: (a) stop and ask for 
directions, (b) check a map, (c) drive around until you find it, or (d) not 
admit to anyone that you’re lost? 

 
 
 

Looking back at your notes from this week’s teaching, was there anything 
that particularly caught your attention, challenged, or confused you? What 
questions were you left with? 

 
 
 
What’s one thing from last week’s sermon that you hope we talk about as a 
group? 
 
 

 

Be Open 

In today’s passage, Jesus’ authority is questioned by the chief priests, 
those who are in charge of spiritual leadership of the Temple. The 
authority of Jesus is a theme through the Gospel of Mark. Read the 
following verses and take note of what they say about Jesus’ authority. 

 
Mark 1:21-22 
21 They went to Capernaum, and when the Sabbath came, Jesus went into the 
synagogue and began to teach. 22 The people were amazed at his teaching, because he 
taught them as one who had authority, not as the teachers of the law. 
  
Mark 1:27 
27 The people were all so amazed that they asked each other, “What is this? A new 
teaching—and with authority! He even gives orders to impure spirits and they obey 
him.” 28 News about him spread quickly over the whole region of Galilee. 
 
 
Mark 2:9-11 
9 Which is easier: to say to this paralyzed man, ‘Your sins are forgiven,’ or to say, ‘Get 

up, take your mat and walk’? 10 But I want you to know that the Son of Man has authority 
on earth to forgive sins.” So he said to the man, 11 “I tell you, get up, take your mat and 
go home.” 
 
Mark 2:27-28 
27 Then he said to them, “The Sabbath was made for man, not man for the 
Sabbath. 28 So the Son of Man is Lord even of the Sabbath.” 
 
Mark 4:39-41 
39 He got up, rebuked the wind and said to the waves, “Quiet! Be still!” Then the wind 
died down and it was completely calm. 40 He said to his disciples, “Why are you so 
afraid? Do you still have no faith?” 41 They were terrified and asked each other, “Who is 
this? Even the wind and the waves obey him!” 

What insights into Jesus’ authority can you draw from these verses? Put 
it down in your own words. 

 

 

 

 

Jesus teaches the chief priests by using a parable about a vineyard. 
Remember a parable is a story that uses the “stuff” of everyday life to 
convey a heavenly meaning. Someone read Mark 12:1-12 aloud. Who do 
you think the tenants represent? who do the servants represent? Who does 
the son represent? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Often Jesus will explain a parable while he is alone with his disciples. Why 
do you think this parable doesn’t need any further explanation? 
 

 

 


