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The other day I saw a little bird with twigs and such 
in its mouth.  It was materials for building a nest.  It 
was totally oblivious to a world that seems off kilter 
right now.  I thought to myself ‘Life goes on.’ This last 
month everything we take for granted about our lives 
seems turned upside down.  One way Spry Church has 
been impacted is not being able to worship together.  
As I talk to people, I am hearing how much people are 
missing each other and longing for the day we can wor-
ship together. A number of our members have been 
reaching out  and calling people. The staff have been 
making short encouragement videos and posting them 
on our church page on Facebook. Also Sunday service 
has been available on line. We are encouraged by the 
notes we have received and how people have been re-
sponding with gratitude. I am grateful for all those who 
made calls and for those of our congregation who have 
posted things on our community page.  All of these 
things have helped us to stay connected. Here at Spry 
Church, we don’t want people to feel alone.

I have been planning to offer the Mental Health First 
training in June.  But as of now, I am not sure that will 
be possible.  If we are able to hold it, the information 
will be in the bulletin.

I think one feeling that resonates with most people is 
the feeling of powerlessness and that our lives feel out 
of control.  Of course, this is to be expected when peo-
ple are dealing with something mysterious like a virus.  
But what has been amazing to watch, is how Ameri-
cans have come together to help each other during this 
time of crisis. Families are spending more time togeth-
er.  And for those who can’t be physically be together, 
they have found creative ways to connect through 
technology and in simple ways like hand-written signs 

Dear Spry Church,
Someone shared with me a link to Andrea Bocelli’s 
live Easter performance, “Music for Hope.” It has been 
viewed by over 36 million people around the world! 
You can watch it by clicking the link here: https://cutt.
ly/musicforhope. Or, you can search online for “An-
drea Bocelli Easter.” In his opening words, this world-
class singer with an extraordinary voice says this:

“I believe in the power of praying together. I believe 
in the Christian Easter, a universal symbol of rebirth 
that everyone, whether they are believers or not, 
truly needs right now. Thanks to music, streamed 
live, bringing together millions of clasped hands 
everywhere in the world, we will hug this wounded 
earth’s pulsing heart.” 

He goes on to speak of the coming renaissance that 
we all hope for, and how that will be a joy to witness 
“during the Easter celebration which evokes the 
mystery of birth and rebirth.”

What do we all need right now? What does our world 
need? We need resurrection—and that’s exactly what 
God promises us in Jesus Christ our Lord. 

NOTEfrom the Pastor and standing outside singing for somebody celebrating 
a birthday.  Some of our own SPLASH kids  made home 
made cards and drawings and sent them to our shut 
ins.  These were greatly appreciated. I’m sure it was a 
nice surprise!

Paul writes in Romans 8:38-39, “For I am convinced 
that  neither death nor life, neither angels nor demons, 
neither the present nor the future, nor any powers, 
neither height nor depth, or anything else in all creation 
will  be able to separate us from the love of God that is 
in Christ Jesus our Lord.” (NIV) God’s love surrounds us 
every day. He was not surprised by the events of these 
past months. He cries for those who suffer.  He sees 
the confusion and frustration people are experiencing.  
He knows of the exhaustion of those on the frontlines: 
medical staff, law enforcement, emergency medical 
providers, grocery workers, utility workers.  There are 
too many to mention but we are grateful to all of them 
for their unfailing service.

But just know this --God is in control and NOTHING can 
separate us from His love.  When we all get together,  it 
will be a great celebration!  Keep praying and trusting in 
God.  We will get through this with His help.  Stay calm 
and stay safe.

  Linda Reid, 
    M. Div., Director of Congregational Care

We’re continuing our Resurrection series during online 
worship. A number of people have emailed, called, 
or written notes to say how deeply meaningful they 
are finding our worship during this time. One person 
recently said she has been listening to the services by 
phone and is enjoying them so much. She said she 
cried through most of our Easter service, and they 
were tears of joy because of the hope we have in 
Jesus.

Here are the Scripture passages for our services 
during May. I highly recommend reading the passages 
before or after worship and reflecting on them. Ask, 
“Lord, what are you saying to me in these words?” Lis-
ten for God’s voice. When we take the time to listen, 
we find that God is always speaking to us. His words 
give us life, hope, strength, and peace.

 May 3 – John 10:1-10

 May 10 – John 14:1-14

 May 17 – John 14:15-21

 May 24 – Luke 24:44-53

 May 31 (Pentecost) – Acts 2:1-21

I’m so thankful for the love and faithfulness of Jesus 
our Savior, and for the privilege of serving the Lord 
and others with you during this time. We’ve seen pain, 
heartache, confusion, fear, and death. But remember, 
in Jesus resurrection is coming.

                         God bless,

Due to the coronavirus outbreak, while church 
leaders continue to plan and work for our “Today, 
Lord!” capital campaign, the public portion of the 
campaign is paused until further notice.

Lord!
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STAY CONNECTED!
WEBSITES:
Student Ministries: IAmTheUprising.com
The Link Community Youth Center:   
TheLinkYork.com
Online Giving: GiveToTheLink.com
Parent Information: SpryChurch.com/parents

REMIND TEXTS: 
This is our main method of communication in  
student Ministries.

To help you stay connected we have a texting 
service to keep you infomed on important events, 
reminders, and updates. No apps to download, no 
fees. Simly text “@uprisingsm” to 81010 to start 
receiving our texts

Serve the City York Uprising Student Ministries had 
the amazing opportunity again to Serve the City. 
On Easter Sunday, April 12, a small team equipped 
with masks and gloves, took 100 pizzas downtown 
to serve those in need during this time. We cannot 
thank everyone enough for their contributions! Your 
generosity is amazing as usual! It was a beautiful day 
for serving and we could not imagine a better way to 
spend Easter this year! Neighbors held a back porch 
worship service over loud speakers for the commu-
nity. While it was in Spanish, we were able to under-
stand a little bit of it, thanks to Spanish Classes with 
Meghan, and engage in worship with our neighbors 
in York! It was a special time. Extra pizzas went to 
Covenant House and Bell Family Shelter who were 
very appreciative! Thank you to all who served!
I am excited to share, Little Caesars, in East York 

 High School (Grades 9-12) 

Middle School 

(Grades 7 & 8)

LUMEN 2020. Mark your calendars now! Lumen is back 
in 2020! August 28-29 students will gather to worship 

the King! Camp out onsite, pray, worship, and light up 
the night! Laud and Lungs is CONFIRMED to return this 
year to lead us in worship! We need volunteers to help 
out and we need students to spread the word! More info 
at LumenYork.com. “You are the light of the world, like a 
city on a hill that cannot be hidden” – Matthew 5:14

STAY CONNECTED:

1947 BUICK SUPER HOT ROD FOR SALE. A family 
has generously offered that if we can sell their car, 
they would donate the money to the Student Minis-
tries Van/Bus Fund! If you would like to become the 
proud owner of this AMAZING automobile or know 
anyone who would be interested please contact 
Chris@sprychurch.com for more details. 

on Eastern Blvd. gave us a significant discount and 
tax deduction to help the cause. Also, they were 
scheduled to be closed on Easter but made a special 
exception for us, came in on the holiday and fired 
up the ovens to make 100 pizzas for us because they 
appreciated the opportunity to be part of serving the 
city of York. It would be great to flood the store with 
cards and phone calls thanking them for their special 
effort! Their phone number is 717-751-7740 and their 
address is 2701 Eastern Blvd. York, PA 17402. Lets 
show them some Spry Church love! 
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Splash Kids Ministry Facebook page! 
During the Covid19 this is a great 
place for our Splash Kids families to 
stay connected! Go to this link https://
www.facebook.com/groups/splash-

kidsministry/ Worship with us online and see one of 
our SPLASH Kids bring the Moments with Children 
(have your candy ready). Following the service, go to 
our SPLASH Kids FB page for the lesson with family 

interaction! Parents…this is a 
great chance for you to get in on 
the fun with your kiddos! 

SPLASH Kids Storytime with 
Ms. Molly every Saturday 
morning at 10 am on our Spry 
Church Facebook Page! 

Renewal of Clearances If you have received a letter 
regarding the renewal of your clearances sent begin-
ning of March and have not renewed, please obtain 
the clearances by following the instructions included 
in the letter and give copies to Laurie as soon as 
possible (keep originals for yourself). You can email 
them to me, mail them or drop off at church office 
(call first, varying hours during this time.) Since there 
are many people who need to renew, I would like to 
be ready when we come back to in-person worship, 
with all clearances current. Once back to in-person 
worship, I plan to have dates for you to have your 
affidavits notarized for free. Thank you to those who 
have renewed! 

MAY BIRTHDAYS:   
It’s your special day! Hope you spend it  
just your way! Happy Birthday to…
  3 – Laundry Herman
  5 – Victoria Guynn
12 – Elisa Gilgore
13 – Kai Lowry
        Owen Mowery
15 – Alliyah Jones

19 – Sydnie Kenna
23 – Wesley Aske
26 – Lydia Wojcik
        Madisyn Nanna
31 – Westley Smith

Due to these uncer-
tain times, we have 
hit the ‘pause button’ 
on our plans for 2020 
VBS“Knights of North 
Castle.”

Sunday, July 12 thru 16, 
6:15 – 8:30 pm Please 
continue to check our 
Website and Social Media 
for updates! 

PARENTS: Please know you are doing an amazing 
job! This isn’t an easy time (underestimate), and 
helping kids feel safe and secure is so important! 
Remember to take care of yourself so you can care 
for others. 

“Fear not, for I have redeemed you; I have 
summoned you by name; you are mine. When you 
pass through the waters, I will be with you; and 
when you pass through the rivers, they will not 

sweep over you. When you walk through the fire, 
you will not be burned; the flames will not set you 
ablaze. For I am the Lord, your God, the Holy One 

of Israel, your Savior.”       Isaiah 43:1-3

SPLASH Kids Sent Handmade Cards to our shut-ins and those 
in rest homes. It brought a ray of sunshine to those receiving 
the creations! Our kids received thank you notes and FB thank 
you notes! Thank you to the many Splash kids for making some-
one’s day bright! If anyone would like this list, please contact 
Laurie@SpryChurch.com.

Staying Busy During Quarentine

Dear SPLASH Kid,

Thank you for the 

beautiful card you 

sent. It made my day. 

      Arlita Sharp

Thank You for the beau-
tiful drawings I received 
in the mail today from 
the Splash Kids. 

What a wonderful ray of 
sun on this lonely day
 
        Vickie Bowman

SPLASH Kids get creative with chalk. Thanks 
to everyone for sharing their kids creations 
online for us all to see.
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What Kids Can Do During COVID-19May Bible Memory Verse
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Multi
Site Ministry
              Update

Strategy  Team  Announcement: 
                April MeetingKids

Conversation

Cube

On April 26th, the Strategy Team met over Zoom. 
The purpose of the Strategy Team is to continue to 
define and refine all the steps necessary for this new 
multisite ministry, with the launch of the Spry Church 
Pine Grove Campus this fall. The team consists of 
representatives from each campus, what will be Spry 
School St. and Spry Pine Grove. They meet typically 
once per month, and share their updates with people 
from each campus in the monthly newsletter, as part 
of the weekly emails from Pastor Ken, and in worship 
(we will resume reading the most recent update once 
per month in worship at each campus once in-person 
worship resumes).

During our April meeting, we reflected on Isaiah 43, 
which includes these words from the Lord:
“‘Do not fear, for I have redeemed you; I have 
summoned you by name; you are mine….You are 
my witnesses,’ declares the Lord, ‘that I am God….
See, I am doing a new thing! Now it springs up; 
do you not perceive it? I am making a way in the 
wilderness and streams in the wasteland…to give 
drink to my people, my chosen, the people I formed 
for myself that they may proclaim my praise.’” 

We talked about what we hear the Lord saying to us 
in these words. Discussion focused on trusting in God 
during uncertainty, unexpected challenges due to 
COVID-19 and needs arising from those challenges, 
the unprecedented opportunity for ministry all 
around us now and in the days ahead, how this is a 
time for the church not to retreat but to find creative 
and faithful ways to advance for the sake of God’s 
kingdom, and how all of us can draw strength from 
God’s promises. 

The team approved a launch date of October 4 for 
when the Pine Grove Campus will officially open. 
On the day of the launch we plan to have the regular 
morning worship schedule followed by a community 
fall festival. The weekly Sunday schedule at Pine 
Grove will include 2 worship styles, 1 traditional 
service and 1 contemporary service. Details continue 
to be discussed.

Because of the pandemic, a number of joint activities 
and events planned for March through May have 
had to be canceled or postponed. We look forward, 
however, to future opportunities to deepen rela-
tionships across campuses and work together for 
God’s kingdom, both leading up to the adoption 
of Pine Grove into the ministry of Spry Church on 
July 1 and beyond. Meanwhile, we encourage people 
to stay connected through phone calls, cards, tech-
nology, and above all prayers.

The next meeting of the Strategy Team will be May 
24th. The Strategy Team appreciates your prayers, 
and also prays regularly for each campus. Prayer is 
foundational to our journey as we follow the direc-
tion of the Holy Spirit. If you have questions or would 
like to share input, talk to any of the Strategy Team 
members or email StrategyTeam@SpryChurch.com. 
Please continue to pray for the Lord to guide our 
every step. We are excited about where God is leading 
us together for the mission of Jesus in our community 
and beyond today!
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Look for our daily inspirational posts on 
social media from Spry Church pastors 
and staff to remind us that God is in 
control and therefore we have hope, and 
we are never alone.

If you don’t have access to 
the internet, you can listen 
to our Sunday Worship on 
the phone. Just dial 1 (833) 
831-8193 to hear the latest 
Sunday Worship recording.

social media

telephone

fb pageStay in touch and informed by 
following us on Facebook, Twitter, 
and Instagram. Just search for 
Spry Church to find us and click 
the “follow” button to see us more 
often in your feed.

Join our Sry Church Community Face-
book page in order to see posts from 
people you miss seeing at church. We 
want to see YOU too so post as often 
as you like. Let us know what you are 
doing to stay positive and stay busy. 

videos

S TAY  C O N N E C T E D
21 Ryan Schreckengast
 Matthew Johnson
 David Einsig
22 Mariah Bean
23 Miriam Spangler
25 Nelson Snyder
26 Kelly Runkle
26 Doris Snyder 
 Lydia Wojcik
27 Robert Becker
28 Nautica Nolden
29 Gary Rittenhouse
 Meg Mylet
30 Sean Schreckengast
 Lorissa Jackson
31 Rebecca Barshinger
 Tom Minnich
 Brandon Zerilla  

MAY BIRTHDAYS
3 Emma Snyder
 Bronwyn Kenna
4 Sandra Crone
 Beth Warner
5 Teresa Alva
 Mike Tabler
6 Bill Harris
 Steve Diehl
7 Debra Keech
10 Claire Nicholson
11 Dale Stough
12 Virginia Houser
13 Mary Ann Lauver
 Dawn Noll 
14 Amy Shue
15 Russell Burton 
18 Mackenzie King
20 Chris Gambrill
 Michelle Schreckengast
  Morgan King

Worship Online with us at SpryChurch.com/
Sermons. 

Check SpryChurch.com/Updates for updates 
and when in-person activities resume.

MAY ANNIVERSARIES
2 Mr. Kenneth & Mrs. Rebecca Barshinger
4 Mr. Joe & Mrs. Sandy Waltimyer
6 Mr. Michael & Mrs. Beth Hallam
8  Mr. Brad & Mrs. Jenn Galloway
9 Mr. Dan & Mrs. Denise Kerchner
12 Mr. Dan & Mrs. Debra Keech
 Mr. Scott & Mrs. Joni Mckenzie
14 Mr. Roy & Mrs. Nicole Lee 
23 Mr. Justin & Mrs. Lee Ann Entwistle
24 Mr. Dallas & Mrs. Amy Shultz
25 Mr. Chad & Mrs. Mindy Noll  
 Mr. Josh & Mrs. Keri Wojcik
29 Mr. Russel & Mrs. Jennifer Coppage
 Mr. Clayton & Mrs. Lindsay Peck
 Mr. Glenn & Mrs. Arlene Taylor
 Mr. Matt & Mrs. Brandi Waechter

    

cellphone app

website

Download the free Church Center App 
and select Spry Church. You can enter 
information for your family and select 
your primary campus. It’s a great way 
to find the church phone number, 
address, etc. and later you can use it to 
register for classes and so much more!
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CareTeam
CARE TEAM Are you at an increased risk during the 
COVID-19 Pandemic due to age or a compromised 
immune system? If so one of our Care Team volunteers 
can deliver groceries, medicine, or other neccesities  
to you so you don’t have to leave your home. Call the 
church office to get help or to volunteer. 717-741-1429

1) Get Started

Enter your 10-digit Give+ Text 
number and the amount you wish 
donate, then press send.

2) Register

You will receive a registration 
link. Click the link and enter your 
contact and payment information. 
Tap “Process.”

3) Give

After registration is complete, you 
will receive a verification text as 
well as a receipt via email.

4) Repeat

For future giving, simply send a text 
with the amount you wish to give, 
and it will process automatically.

10 10 10

You’re almost done! Go 
to [unique web link] to 
complete your donation.

You’re almost done! Go 
to [unique web link] to 
complete your donation.

Thank you for donating 
$10.00 to [Church Name]! 
Text “repeat” to make this 
recurring or “refund” to 
cancel this donation.

Thank you for donating 
$10.00 to [Church Name]! 
Text “repeat” to make this 
recurring or “refund” to 
cancel this donation.

PD BR GTB 122016 v5© 2017 Vanco Payment SolutionsVancopayments.com/giveplus-text

800-675-7430

Quick Guide

3 Ways to GIVE
1. CHECK 

If you can’t put your check in the offering plate,  
mail it to us at: 50 School St. York PA 17402

2. ONLINE 
SpryChurch.com/Give

3. TEXT 
833-617-0093.  

Follow these 4 simple steps below to get started!

Great News Campaign 
These days bad news is 
running rampant. All of 
this bad news has stirred 
up anxiety, uncertainty, 
and fear in so many 
people. It can seem 
increasingly difficult 
to find any light in the 
middle of this darkness. 
But we know we have 
so much Great News 
found in Christ and we 
will share it everyday 
on social media!

PLEASE NOTE: We are not accepting any donations 
until further notice.

NOTE WORTHY

      Easter Easter 
  Invitation Challenge
Invitation Challenge

Spry Church was given an Easter Invitation Chal-
lenge on social media. They were asked to make an 
original post (a photo, video, family selfie) on social 
media and to include #EasterForYork & SpryChurch.
com in the post. The winner with the most likes was 
Hannah and Rachel Kuhn! They made a very cre-
ative, funny, and talented video using Disney tunes 
and original lyrics to entice people to worship with 
Spry Church on Easter Sunday. If you haven’t seen it, 
check it out on our facebook page! As winners, they 
received 2 gift cards (Alberto’s Pizza and Hearts and 
Minds Bookstore) and got serenaded by Pastor Ken 
and family singing Disney tunes with their own lyr-
ics. Hannah and Rachel said it was a “performance” 
they won’t forget for a long time!

Food Pantry- During the 
month of March 2020 our Food 
Pantry helped 100 families 
consisting of 88 families, 140 
adults,112 children, 57 seniors.   

The Food Pantry has been very 
busy handing out approximately 
30-35 boxes each week and 10 
monthly boxes. Our clients have 
been so thankful that we are still 

here for them. We receive food from the York County 
Food Bank on a limited basis.  You, our congregation, 
have been our biggest support. The food bin at the 
lower door always has donated food for the Pantry.  
This has been a great help, without your help we 
couldn’t do what we do.  Thank you to all of you for 
your help. Let’s keep it up.  

Here is a list of the items we could use most:
Cereal, soup, crackers, canned veggies, jello, 

jelly, pop tarts, pasta, instant 
mashed potatoes, spaghetti.  We 

will accept whatever you can do-
nate.  

Food items may be dropped off anytime 
in the food bin located at the lower doo-

rof our church. We collect the items in the 
bin several times each day.

If you are in need of assistance from 
the Food Pantry, contact the church office, 717-741-
1429 by Wednesday each week.  Food pick up is 
Thursdays between 10:30 and 11:30am.

For those who are unable to pick up food on Thursday 
mornings, the Food Pantry will be open on the 2nd 
Monday evening of the month.  The hours of pick up 
are 6 to 7pm.  To reserve a food box call the church 
any time before the Monday pick up and state that is 
your preference. 

Thank you and pray that we all stay safe.  

The Food Pantry Committee.
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50 School Street
York, PA 17402

Would you like to receive 
The Messenger by email? 

Do you wish to no longer 
receive these publica-
tions?

Please contact 717-741-
1429 or Office@Spry-
Church.com

Do you have content you 
would like to include in 
our next issue? Content 
is due on the 15th of each 
month to be featured in 
the upcoming month’s 
newsletter.  
Email to Teresa@Spry-
Church.com

We are a Christ-centered church committed  
to making disciples by witnessing  

God’s grace, mercy, and love to all people. 

ALIVE IN JESUS
WORSHIP * SERVICE * COMMUNITY

Rev. Dr. Ken Loyer, Pastor 

9:00 am - Traditional Worship 
 9:45 am - Contemporary Worship 

10:10 am - Sunday Morning Classes for All Ages 
11:00 am - Contemporary Worship 

50 School St. York, PA 17402 
www.SpryChurch.com 

Phone: 717-741-1429  * Fax: 717-747-0210 
E-mail: office@SpryChurch.com


