
Strategy Team Announcement 

 

On May 24th, the Strategy Team held its fourth meeting. Once again, the team met over 

Zoom. The purpose of the Strategy Team is to continue to define and refine all the steps necessary 

for this new multisite ministry, with the launch of the Spry Church Pine Grove Campus this fall. The 

team consists of representatives from each campus, what will be Spry School St. and Spry Pine 

Grove. They meet typically once per month, and share their updates with people from each 

campus in the monthly newsletter, as part of the weekly emails from Pastor Ken, and in worship 

(we will resume reading the most recent update once per month in worship at each campus once 

in-person worship resumes). 

 

Our May meeting began with prayer and a reflection on Philippians 4:4-7: 

“Rejoice in the Lord always. I will say it again: Rejoice! Let your gentleness be evident to 
all. The Lord is near. Do not be anxious about anything, but in every situation, by prayer 
and petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to God. And the peace of God, 
which transcends all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ 
Jesus.”  

 
Paul wrote these words after having been arrested for preaching the Gospel. He was joyful in his 

writing even though he was in chains. Our discussion centered on the theme of joy, and how our 

joy should be evident to others; that is possible because of God’s promise to be with us and to 

guard our hearts and minds.  

 

The team received updates on developments since our last meeting, all of which are 

promising signs:  

• The PA Attorney General’s Office has approved the plans for Pine Grove to be adopted 

into the ministry of Spry Church. The fully executed statement has been sent to the PA 

Corporations Bureau, and we expect to receive a response shortly indicating its effectiveness. 

• The staff team has been finalized for the Pine Grove Campus, with Tracey Glace staying 

on as Sexton and Christine Garrett remaining as Administrative Assistant.  

• A small group of leaders, including 3 from Pine Grove, presented their thoughts about 

plans for the use of the Pine Grove parsonage. Once it becomes vacant in late June, the team will 

have an opportunity to evaluate the current state of the parsonage. The most likely scenario at 

this point is to rent it, and use any rent to help offset other expenses. Then church leaders can 

take time to assess our needs and direction, and revisit this subject at a later point. 

 

The Strategy Team also has formed a number of subcommittees and working groups 

covering different areas, including:  

• Worship – this team, led by Pastor Luke, will make a recommendation about a Sunday 

morning worship schedule at the next Strategy Team meeting in June. Once the Pine Grove 

campus begins on October 4, there will be 2 services each week, 1 traditional service and 1 

contemporary/modern service. 



• Launch Day – this team, also led by Pastor Luke, will take the lead in planning the launch 

day festivities, including volunteer opportunities and details for the community festival with 

indoor and outdoor games, collection of food items for local kids in need through the Leaders 

Heights Elementary backpack feeding program, and more; they will report their ideas to the 

Strategy Team in future meetings. 

• Finances – this team, consisting of Dean Wise (Pine Grove Ad. Council Chair), Linda Wise 

(Pine Grove Financial Secretary), Christine Garrett (Pine Grove Administrative Assistant and 

Treasurer), and Mary Hughes (Spry Treasurer), is working together on financial details (records, 

bank accounts, etc.) in order to streamline systems for this multisite ministry. Part of the work of 

this team will include notifying current Pine Grove members by letter and email of instructions for 

giving with regard to the transition into Spry Church beginning July 1. They plan to do that shortly. 

• Facilities – a small team was formed for the purpose of overseeing the work of preparing 

the Pine Grove Campus for the launch of multisite ministry. This team, led by Pastor Luke, is 

primarily responsible for the oversight and organization of campus projects. 

 

The team also received an update on the status of the Emory E. Grove Trust. Our attorneys 

have determined that Spry Church can succeed to Pine Grove’s income beneficiary rights as a 

result of this adoption. The Trustee has requested supporting documentation before it will allow 

the change. We will supply that information to the Trustee upon completion of the legal process. 

There are no restrictions on the funds that come out of the Grove Trust (quarterly payments 

totaling usually between $25,000-30,000 per year, to be used at the discretion of church 

leadership to advance the mission of the church). Thank you, Mr. Emory Grove! 

 

Team members were given the opportunity to share any questions, concerns, or input they 

had or have heard from others. One person suggested that updates from the Strategy Team (in 

abbreviated form, not reading the entire announcement script as during in-person worship) should 

be shared in online worship services. We will do so starting May 31, while also continuing to 

include the most recent meeting report in Pastor Ken’s weekly email and in the monthly 

newsletters. In the coming weeks, Pastor Luke will also share a short video update and an 

introductory letter to Pine Grove Church outlining ways the Pine Grove family can be involved in 

Spry over the summer. One person asked whether online worship services will continue as social 

distancing continues to impact us. Yes, online services will be a permanent part of our ministry 

going forward. Spry Church also offers a phone service that allows anyone to call a toll-free 

number and listen to the audio recording of the most recent worship service at any time. To listen, 

dial 1-833-831-8193 and wait for the recording to start. Every Sunday morning, the newest service 

will be available, so anyone can call in at any time to listen. We plan to continue this phone service 

as well, for the benefit of people who do not have internet access or who prefer listening to the 

service this way. Pine Grove folks are invited to tune in to online worship or telephone worship. 

 

The Strategy Team appreciates your prayers, and prays regularly for each campus and for 

those God is calling us to reach and serve together. The next Strategy Team meeting is June 28. 


