Welchvora

"On your walls, O Jerusalem, I have appointed watchmen;

All day and night they will never keep silent

You who remind the Lord, take no rest for yourselves,
And give Him no rest until He establishes and makes Jerusalem a praise in the earth.”

Isaiah 62:6-7

XIX

The purpose of this newsletter is to
encourage prayer and passion for a true
revival of Apostolic Christianity.

The following material is offered in the
hopes of provoking zeal and providing a
vision of what the church could be if we
would fervently pray.

PRAYER MAKES HISTORY

Are we truly Spirit-filled Christians?
Does the term "Spirit-filled" describe our
doctrine or our devotion? Samuel
Chadwick described the fullness of the
Spirit in the following way: "Spirit filled
souls are ablaze for God. They love
with a love that glows. They believe with
a faith that kindles. They serve with a
devotion that consumes. They hate sin
with a fierceness that burns. They
rejoice with a joy that radiates. Love is
perfected in the fire of God."

The revivalist J.H. Weber is a true
example of this burning Baptism. His life
was distinctly marked by the Holy Spirit's
urgency, zeal and compassion. Yet the
most striking feature of Mr. Weber's
ministry was not so much his message
or methods, it was the fact that he had
actually become the message. He
warned the sinner and saint alike of the
eternal danger of rejecting the love of
Jesus Christ. His life was literally a
burning trumpet call to repentance
toward God. J.H. Weber's ministry
brought men to the valley of decision.
His plain preaching forced men to
choose between "death and victory," the
self-life or the Christ-life.

On one occasion when Mr. Weber
was preaching on the Judgment Seat of
Christ, “the people became terrified and
some came very near rushing to the
altar before the sermon was done.
When the invitation was given, it
seemed a race as to who should get
there first. The altar and front seats
were crowded with earnest seekers.
The presence of God filled the place..."

Joseph H. Weber

Rev. Bennett Mitchel describes
another revival scene: "The entire
community was greatly stirred. The
house was packed from the first to the
last service. The devil raged. Men got
mad. Some wanted to whip (Mr.
Weber), others to tar and feather him.
Others stood aghast with mute
astonishment, while many came to the
Lord and were saved. For the first week
his preaching was directed to the
church, and he scored the Christian
people almost unmercifully. This was
fun for the irreligious. They greatly
rejoiced while he exposed hypocrisy and
denounced the sins in the church. But
he suddenly turned his attention to them.

Some of them were maddened,
some slunk away in shame, while many
were subdued and brought penitently to
the cross. In the congregation men
would threaten to strike him, when he
would calmly look them in the face and
say, 'You dare not do it, | am in God's
hands,' and then put his arms around
them and pray for them. Women would
threaten to spit in his face, but he

heeded it not, and persisted in pleading
with and praying for them. He visited
every family in the town and he prayed
in nearly every home."

Like all true revivalists, J.H. Weber's
ministry transformed whole com-
munities. Often in the midst of a revival,
he would march through the town with
hundreds of believers following him
singing and praising God. "Saloon
keepers trembled, businessmen feared;
but God was in it." When Mr. Weber left
the town, the church was revived and
the last saloon was closed.

In 1884, Mr. Weber wrote in his
journal: “Began this year as the previous
one, on my knees in the house of God."
J.H. Weber was a man who knew the
necessity of fervent knee-work. He
fasted often, spending whole nights in
travailing prayer. When Satan raged or
people resisted, Mr. Weber's solution
was always the same, to cling to Jesus
in prayer. At times he would lay in his
tent and pray by the hour, often resulting
in a wave of salvation prostrating entire
congregations. Because God found a
man who would pray, literally thousands
were brought to Christ, broken and
crying for mercy.

Who among us has seen such
glorious events and how many of us
yearn to see such things? Have we
become content with a nominal, yet
entertaining Christianity? If not, then let
us give ourselves to true travailing
prayer. For until we get on our knees,
we are nothing less than unconcerned
and insincere regarding revival. God
have mercy and help us to see our great
need for a genuine move of the Holy
Spirit.

Reference Used -
Revival Tornadoes or
the Life of J.H. Weber
by M.W. Knapp




Pastors and church leaders
from the Oklahoma City area
will be meeting to pray for a
city-wide awakening. The
meeting will be held at 9:30
a.m. on the first Thursday of
every month in the Petroleum
Club at the Liberty Tower
building.

For more information call:
(405) 341-1515

Ishis}s
Revival

When men in the streets are
afraid to open their mouths and utter
godless words lest the judgments of
God should fall; when sinners,
overawed by the Presence of God
tremble in the streets and cry for
mercy; when, without special
meetings and sensational
advertising, the Holy Ghost sweeps
across cities and towns in
Supernatural Power and holds men
in the grip of terrifying Conviction;
when "every shop becomes a pulpit;
every heart an altar; every home a
sanctuary" and people walk softly
before God, this is Revival!

Today the word Revival has
largely lost its real meaning. Our
present generation, never having
witnessed the mighty movings of
God in nation-wide spiritual

The Hour of Desperation!

It is my conviction that we are never going to have revival until God has
brought the church of Jesus Christ to the point of desperation. As long as
Christian people can trust religious organization, material wealth, popular
preaching, shallow evangelistic crusades and promotion drives, there will
never be revival. But when confidence in the flesh is smashed, and the
church comes to the realization of her desperate wretchedness, blindness
and nakedness before God, then and only then will God break in.

Yes, there must be the point of desperation but there must also be the
point of intercession. Oh, that God would bring us to this place of
intercession! We cannot think or talk, let alone taste of revival, without
intercessory prayer. Indeed, the reason for an unrevived church in the
last analysis is the sin of prayerlessness. Certainly there are individuals
who are praying for revival, and God is graciously meeting them at the point
of their need, but where are the prayer groups, where are the companies of
intercessors, where are the churches united in an agonizing that
God would rend the heavens and come down and cause the
mountains of hindrance and sin and unbelief to flow before His
presence? Yes, there is only one thing that will save us in this hour of
desperation and that is prayer.

Stephen Olford
"Heart-Cry for Revival"

awakening such as has taken place
in past generations, has little
conception of the magnitude of such
a "visitation."

marches on. In revival, the Spirit of
God, like a cleansing flame, sweeps
through the community. Divine
conviction grips people everywhere;
the strongholds of the devil tremble,

Heaven-sent revival is not and many close their doors, while

religious entertainment, where multitudes turn to Christ!

crowds gather to hear outstanding

preachers and musical programs; by Owen Murphy
neither is it the result of sensational "When God Stepped Down

advertising - in a God-sent revival From Heaven"

you don't spend money on
advertising; people come because
Revival is there! Revival is an

"awareness of God" that grips the
whole community, and the roadside,
the tavern, as well as the church,
become the places where men find
Christ. Here is the vast difference
between our modern evangelistic
campaigns and true revival. In the
former, hundreds may be brought to
a knowledge of Christ and churches
experience seasons of blessings, but
as far as the community is
concerned little impact is made; the
taverns, dance halls, and movies are
still crowded, and godlessness
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Daily Prayer Times

Monday thru Friday;

6 to 7am (auditorium)

Saturday; 8 -11am (prayer room)




What is Repentance?

Catherine Booth

If any father has a prodigal son, | ask, How is it that
you are not reconciled to your son? You love him
intensely. Probably you are more conscious of your love
for him than for any other of your children. Your heart
yeams over him, you pray for him, you dream of him,
your bowels yearn over him. Why are you not
reconciled? Why are you obliged to hold him at arm's
length and not have him come in and out, and live with
you on the same terms as the affectionate, obedient
daughter? "Oh!" you say, "the case is different. |
cannot. It is not, | would not, but | cannot". "Before that
can possibly be, the boy's feelings must be changed
toward me."

"I have done all a father could do, but he will go on in
defiance of my will." You say, "As a wise and righteous
father | must insist on a change in him. He must confess
his sin and ask me to forgive him. Then | should run to
meet him and put my arms around his neck!" But there
is a "cannot" in the case.

Just so. It is not that God does not love you,
sinner, or that the great benevolent heart of God
has not, as it were, wept tears of blood over
you. It is not that He would not put His
loving arms around you this moment if
you would only come to His feet, and
confess your wrong, and seek His
pardon. He cannot. The laws of His
universe are against His doing so.
He dare not and cannot until there is
a change of mind in you. You must
repent. "Except ye repent, ye
shall all likewise perish."

Well, if repentance be an
indispensable condition of salvation,
let us try to find out what repentance
really is. How full of confusion the
world and the Church are upon this
subject! Repentance is not
merely conviction of sin. If it
were, what a different world
we should have, for there
are tens of

thousands in whose hearts God's Spirit has done
His work of convincing them of sin. We should be
perfectly astounded if we had any conception of the
multitudes whom God has convinced of sin, as he did
Agrippa and Festus. They are convinced of sin, but they
go no further. They live this week as they did last. That
is not repentance.

Neither is repentance mere sorrow for sin. |
have seen people weep bitterly and writhe and struggle,
yet hug their idols, and vain has it been to try to shake
these from them. If Jesus Christ would have saved them
with those idols, they would have had no objection at all.
If they could have got through the strait gate with one
particular idol, they would have gone through long since,
but to part with it is another thing. Some people will
weep like your stubborn child when you want him to do
something which he does not want to do. He will cry,

and when you apply the rod he will cry harder, but he
will not yield. When he yields he
becomes a penitent, but until he does
he is merely a convicted sinner.

When God applies the rod of
His Spirit, of His providence, and
His word, sinners will cry,
wince, and whine and make
you believe they are praying
and want to be saved, but all
the while they are holding
their necks as stiff as
iron. They will not
submit. The
moment they submit
they become true
penitents and are
saved. There is no
mistake more common
than for people to
suppose they are
repentant when they are
not. Repentance,
therefore, is not mere
sorrow for sin. A man
may be ever soO
sorry and all the
way down to
death be hugging
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(continued from previous page)

some forbidden thing, as the young ruler
hugged his possessions. But that is not
repentance. Neither is repentance a
promise that you will forsake sin in
the future. If it were, there would be
many more penitents. There is scarcely
a poor drunkard that does not promise, in
his own mind, or to his poor wife, or
somebody, that he will forsake his cups.
There is scarcely any kind of a sinner
who does not continually promise that he
will one day give up his sin and tum to
God, but he does not do it.

What then is repentance? Re-
pentance is simply renouncing sin,
tuming round from darkness to light, from
the power of satan unto God. This is
giving up sin in your heart, in purpose, in
desire; resolving that you will give up
every evil thing, and that you will do it
now. Of course this involves sorrow; for
how will any sane man tum himselif round
from a given course into another if he
does not repent? It implies, also, hatred
of the course he formerly took, and from
which he tums.

He is like the prodigal who, when he
sat in the swine yard amongst the husks
and the filth, fully resolved, and at last
acted. He went, and that was the test of
his repentance. He might have sat
resolving and promising till now, if he
had lived as long, and he would never
have got the father's kiss, the father's
welcome, if he had not started. Yet, he
went, and went to his father honestly and
said, ‘I have sinned" -which implied a
great deal more in his language then than
it does in ours now. Then comes the
proof of his submission, "and am no
more worthy to be called thy son: make
me as one of thy hired servants" -put
me in a stable, or set me to clean the
boots, so that | can be in thy family and
have thy smile. That is Jesus Christ's
own beautiful illustration of true
repentance. Submission is the test of
true repentance. My child may be
willing to do a hundred and fifty other
things, but if he is not willing to submit on
the one point of controversy he is a rebel
and remains one until he yields.

Here is the difference between a
spurious and a real repentance. | am
afraid we have had, in our churches,
thousands who had a spurious
repentance: they were convinced of sin -
they were sorry for it; they wanted to live
a better life, to love God in a sort of
general way; but they skipped over the
real point of controversy with God; they
hid it from their pastor, perhaps, and from
the deacons, and frem the people who
talked with them. Abraham might have
been willing to give up every other thing
he possessed, but if he had not been
willing to give up Isaac, all else would
have been useless. It is your Isaac that
God wants. You have an Isaac, just as
the young ruler had his possessions.
You have something that you are holding
on to, that the Holy Spirit says you must
let go, and you say, "l can't" Very well,
then you must stop outside the Kingdom.

Then another difficulty
comes in, and people say,
"I have not the power to
repent.”" There is a grand
mistake. You have the
power, or God would not
command it. You can
repent!

You can this moment lift up your eyes
to Heaven and say, with the prodigal,
"Father, | have sinned, and | renounce
my sin." You may not be able to weep.
God nowhere requires or commands
that. You are able, this very moment, to
renounce sin in purpose and in
resolution. Mind you do not confound
the renouncing of the sin with the
power of saving yourself from it. If
you renounce it, Jesus will come and
save you from it, like the man with the
withered hand whom Jesus intended to
heal. Where was the power to come
from to heal him? From Jesus, the
benevolence, the love, that prompted that
healing all came from Jesus; but Jesus
wanted a condition, and that was the
response of the man's will. So He said,

"Stretch forth thine hand." If the man had
been like some of you he would have
said, "What an unreasonable command!
You know | cannot do it." Jesus wanted
that "I will, Lord" to be inside the man, the
response of his will. The moment he said
that, Jesus supplied strength. He
stretched forth his hand and you know
what happened.

Stretch out your withered hand,
whatever it may be, and say, "I will, Lord."
You have the power and mind, you have
the obligation, which is universal and
immediate. God ‘now commandeth all
men every where to repent" and to
believe the gospel. What a tyrant He
must be if He commands that and
yet knows you have not the power!

Now, do not say, "I do not feel
enough." Do you feel enough to be willing
to forsake your sin? That is the point.
Any man who does not repent enough to
forsake his sin is not a penitent at all.
When you repent enough to forsake your
sin, that moment your repentance is
sincere and you may take hold of Jesus
with a firm grasp. Then "believe on the
Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be
saved".

ALWAYS REMEMBER

A truly prayerful and
consecrated life unto God can
only be established by faith.

It is by trusting in the
finished work of Christ that we
are empowered to produce the
fruit of love and righteousness.

"For whatever is born of
God overcomes the world;
and this is the victory that has
overcome the world; our

faith."
(I John 5:4)

.

HIDDEN IN HIM prayer watch "...that in all things, He (Jesus Christ) may have the preeminence." (Col 1:15-18)




