
"On your walls, 0 Jerusalem, I have appointed watchmen; 

All day and night they will never keep silent 

You who remind the Lord, take no rest for yourselves, 

And give Him no rest until He establishes and makes Jerusalem a praise in the earth." 
XXVIII 

The purpose of this newsletter is to 
encourage prayer and passion for a true 
revival of Apostolic Christianity. 

The following material is offered in the 
hopes of provoking zeal and providing a

vision of what the church could be if we would 
fervently pray. 

PRAYER MAKE§ Hil§TORY 

In every generation God has had a 
remnant that strived to restore true Chris­
tianity according to the Apostolic pattern. 
17th century Germany was the l1ome of 
just such a people known as the Pietist. 
The Pietist yearned and prayed to see 
the Church restored to Her original purity 
and power. 

The vision and dreams of these ear­
nest Christians founds a prophetic voice 
in the ministry of Philip Jacob Spener. 
Spener, considered the father of pietism, 
was a man of both vision and practical 
direction. Over 300 years ago Spener 
had a good understanding of the churches 
needs and how to mend them. Concepts 
that are today considered new and inno­
vative in many Christian circles were laid 
out long ago by the old German prophet. 

Philip Jacob Spener, like most 17th 
century pietist, was a Lutheran. Spener 
had become deeply concerned that the 
teachings of Luther had produced a 
church only half reformed. Germany 
was filled with professing Christians who 
had been instructed in the academics of 
salvation by faith, but yet lacked the holy 
fruit of faith. Spener saw that many were 
void of any trace of loving fear and devo­
tion for the Lord. A spirit of presumption 
had come into the church, causing many 
to take the grace of God for granted. 

In 1670 Spener began to bring to­
gether small groups of believers who, 
like himself, were not satisfied with a 
lifeless religion. They met for the pur-

Philip Jacob Spener 

pose of Bible study, prayer and for the 
watching over of one another. "Before 
long these meetings were being con­
ducted throughout the city. Persons of 
like interests in spiritual edification gravi­
tated together to form cells that promoted 
Christian piety and earnest devotion." 
Spener did not consider these meetings 
as a new church but as an extension CJf 
the Reformation within the reformation 
churches. But they did encourage the 
creation of "cell groups," that is little 
churches, within the Church. "Pietists in 
the Netherlands were the first to use the 
term "huis Kerk' or house church tor their 
renewal meetings." In these meetings 
Spener found expression for the burdens 
of his heart. With great zeal he preached 
repentance, declaring the apostasy of 
the Bride of Christ from her first love. "He 
consistently heralded a message that 
emphasized the Biblical command tor 
holy character and holy living." 

Spener was also a bold advocate of 
the Lutheran doctrine of the priesthood 
of the believer. Pietist felt that laymen 
had not been given sufficient opportuni-
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ties in the Church. In the home meetings 
all believers were allowed to express 
their heart and ask questions. Spener 
taught that, "believers are not passive in 
spiritual matters, but have a responsibil­
ity tor building one another up in the 
faith." As a result of Spener's revival 
efforts, he was severely maligned and 
persecuted. He was literally driven across 
Germany. As Spener traveled from city 
to city new house churches sprang up, 
reviving the dry and formal Lutheran 
church. 

Without a doubt, Philip Jacob Spener 
is one of the great, though forgotten, 
revivalist of the Church. Although forgot­
ten, Spener has touched us all through 
those he personally influenced. It was 
Speners apprentice, Francke who in­
spired the famous George Muller to 
provide for orphans through simple faith 
and prayer. He also impacted the young 
Count Zinzendorf with his powerful teach­
ing and vision of a restored Apostolic 
Church. Count Zinzendorf in turn led the 
great Moravian Mission effort to evange­
lize the world. Included in those won to 
Christ by the Moravians were John and 
Charles Wesley. Spener's ministry has 
truly impacted the world we live in. 

The goal of all Spener's efforts was 
to have the Church of his day reflect the 
early Christian community. Whom among 
us is willing to follow Spener's example in 
seeking to restore such a Church? Are 
we willing to strip ourselves of our man 
pleasing traditions and half reformed 
ways? Such a willingness will cost us 
much more than we realize, yet in the 
end it will leave us with fewer regrets. 

References Used 

"Exploring Evangelism" 
by Mendell Taylor 

"Accounts of Revival" 
by John Gillies 



"And When They Were ALONE, 
He expounded all things to His disciples." Mark 4:34. 

If you would confide in a friend and really-open up your heart, you wait until such a time as your friend can take time to come apart 

and be alone with you. So they who would know the secret and hidden things of God and have Him "expound all things," must 

find time to be alone with Him. Such is the philosophy of love; while there may be the throbbing heart, and some expressions 

of affection in the presence of the multitudes, the hour of true bliss is when the doors are closed and the curtains drawn. 

It is there that love finds her opportunity for expression, and the confiding heart gives forth its secrets. The intensity of love demands 

the secret interview and longs for an opportunity of being alone with the object of its love. We read of "the secret place of the 

Most High" (Ps. 91: 1), and "the secret of the Lord is with them that fear Him" (Ps. 25:14). So we can see plainly the Lord has 

secrets and a secret place for His children. How beautiful it is to feel and know that one is permitted to come into "the secret place 

of the Most High.," Visitors and strangers come into reception halls and parlors, but only they who are in most intimate relations 

known to be tried and true can come into the secret places. What is the meaning of a secret place, but the shutting out of all that 

might intrude or detract; to be left alone with the object of its love? Again we say, the deepest expressions of mutual affection, 

confidence and pleasure are not in public assemblies, in hurried greetings and mere social relations, but in the "secret place," 

alone and unobserved. 

It is exactly so in our relations to Jesus. Men and women who fail to take time to be much "alone" in the "secret place" with 

Jesus, are never deeply spiritual and are compelled to get their news concerning the kingdom second-hand. They know 

simply what the preacher or some one else tells them; they are ever running after men -the newest preacher and the latest evangelist­

to get some more news, second-hand, concerning the King's business. But they who have learned the "secret" of being much alone 

with Him in the secret Place, get the secrets of the Lord directly from the King himself and so are not dependent on the newspapers 

for the latest news. No amount of religious activities or service can make up for the lack of secret communion and fellowship 

with God. Joseph and Mary had been engaged in the worship and service of the Temple when they lost Jesus, and traveled a whole 

day's journey "supposing Him to have been in the company" before they discovered they had lost Him. One may become so 

absorbed with religious work and duties, so hurried and preoccupied that there is no time for secret prayer, and being alone with 

Him and the Word, and become lean in soul and backslide while thus engaged in the work of the "Temple". 

"QUENCt-1 
Jtlot the 

Spi�i+" 

Otten men quench the Spirit by 
casting off fear and restraining prayer. 
Restraining prayer always quenches 
the Spirit. It is wonderful to see how 
naturally and earnestly the Spirit leads 
us to pray. If we were really led by the 
Spirit, we should be drawn many times a 
day to secret prayer, and should be con­
tinually lifting up our hearts in silent peti­
tions whenever the mind unbends itself 
from other pressing occupations. The 
Spirit in the hearts of saints is preemi­
nently a spirit of prayer, and of course to
restrain prayer always quenches the 
Spirit. 

Some of you, perhaps, have been 
in this very case. You have once had the 
spirit of prayer-now you have none of it. 
You have no more enjoyment in prayer, 
you have no groaning and agonizing 
over the state of the church and of sin­
ners. And if this spirit of prayer is gone, 
where are you now? Alas, you have 
quenched the Spirit of God, you have put 
out His light and repelled His influences 
from your soul. When an individual or
a people have quenched the Spirit, 
they are in the utmost danger of being 
given up to some delusion that will 
bring them by a short route to de­
struction. 

Many take entirely false ground who 
maintain that if a religious movement is 
the work of God, it can not be resisted. 
For example, I have often seen cases 
where persons would stop a revival, and 
then say "It was not a real revival, for if it
had been it would not have stopped." Let 
a man adopt the opinion that he can not 
stop the work of God in his own soul; 
nothing can be more perilous. Let a
people adopt the notion that revivals 
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come and go without our agency and 
by the agency of God only, and it will 
bring perfect ruin on them. There 
never was a revival that could exist three 
days under such a delusion. The solemn 
truth is that the Spirit is easily quenched. 
An immense responsibility pertain to re­
vivals. There is always fearful danger 
lest the Spirit should be resisted. 

by Charles G. Finney 
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Daily Prayer Times

Monday thru Friday; 

6 to 7am (auditorium) Saturday; 

8-11 am (prayer room) 






