
"On your walls, 0 Jerusalem, I have appointed watchmen; 

All day and night they will never keep silent 

You who remind the Lord, take no rest for yourselves, 

And give Him no rest until He establishes and makes Jerusalem a praise in the earth." 
• 

Isaiah 62:6-7 XXXIV 

The purpose of this newsletter is to 
encourage prayer and passion for a true 
revival of Apostolic Christianity. 

The following material is offered in the 
hopes of provoking zeal and providing a 
vision of what the Church could be if we 
would fervently pray. 

lPRAYIR MAKI§ HlI§fORY 
E. M. Bounds in his book "Prayer and

Praying Men", wrote "Elijah learned new 
and higher lessons of prayer while hidden 
away by God and with God . . " This
statement is certainly also true of its au­
thor. E. M. Bounds was a man hidden 
away by God and with God in prayer. 
During his lifetime he never attracted a 
large following or gained the success and 
reputation that one might expect. After 
forty-six years of faithful ministry he still 
was virtually unknown. Out of the eight 
classics on prayer he wrote, only two were 
published during his lifetime. Though hid­
den and unrecognized while alive, E.M. 
Bounds is now considered by most 
evangelicals as the most prolific and fer­
vent author on the subject of prayer. 

E. M. Bounds was born on August
15th, 1835 and died on August 24th, 1913. 
Some may be surprised by this fact, as­
suming Bounds to be a contemporary au­
thor, because of his clear and forthright 
writing style. As a young man E. M. Bounds 
practiced law until feeling called to the 
ministry. He was ordained a Methodist 
minister in 1859. E. M. Bounds also served 
as a Confederate Army Chaplin during the 
Civil War. As a result he was captured and 
held as a prisoner of war for a short time. 
After his incarceration, Bounds returned to 
Franklin, Tennessee, where he and Con­
federate Troops had suffered a bloody 
defeat. Bounds could not forget about 
Franklin, where so many had been rav­
aged by the Civil War. "When Brother 
Bounds came to Franklin he found the 
Church in a wretched state". Immediately
he sought out a half dozen men who really 
believed in the power of prayer. Every 

E. M Bounds

Tuesday night they got on their knees to 
pray for revival, for themselves, the Church 
and the town. "For over a year this faithful 
band called upon the Lord until God finally 
answered by fire. The revival came down 
without any previous announcement or 
plan, and without the pastor sending for an 
evangelist to help him." It became increas­
ingly apparent that E. M. Bounds was 
gifted in building and reviving the Church. 
This prophet of prayer often made preach­
ers uncomfortable with his call for holiness 
and his attacks on lusting for money, pres­
tige and power. "His constant call for 
revival annoyed those who believed that 
the Church was essentially sound . .. " 
God gave him a great prayer commission, 
requiring daily intercession. He labored in 
prayer for the sanctification of preachers, 
revival of the Church in North America and 
the spread of holiness among professing 
Christians. He spent a minimum of three to 
four hours a day in fervent prayer. "Some­
times the venerable mystic would lie flat on 
his back and talk to God; but many hours 
were spent on his knees or lying face down 
where he could be heard weeping ... "

W. H. Hodge, who is responsible for put­
ting most of Bounds' writings into print, 
gives us some personal insights into 
Bounds' life. He writes, "I have been 
among many ministers and slept in the 
same room with them for several years. 
They prayed, but I was never impresse� 
with any special praying among them unfll 
one day a small man with grey hair and an 
eye like an eagle came along. We had a 
ten day convention. We had some fine 
preachers around the home, and one of 
them was assigned to my room. I was 
surprised early next morning to see a man 
bathing himself before day and then see 
him get down and begin to pray. I said to 
myself, 'He will not disturb us, but will soon 
finish', he kept on softly for hours, interced­
ing and weeping softly, for me and my 
indifference, and for all the ministers of 
God. He spoke the next day on prayer. I 
became interested for I was young in the 
ministry, and had often desired to meet 
with a man of God that prayed like the 
saints of the Apostolic age. Next morning 
he was up praying again, and for ten days 
he was up early praying for hours. I be­
came intensely interested and thanked God 
for sending him. :4t last,' I said, I have 
found a man that really prays. I shall never 
let him go. He drew me to him with hooks 
of steel." 

In closing let us consider some of E. M. 
Bounds' remarks on revival, "Revivals are 
among the charter rights of the Church ...
A revival means a heartbroken pastor. A 
revival means a church on its knees con­
fessing its sins - the sins of the individual 
and of the Church - confessing the sins of 
the times and of the community." 

References Used -

"E. M. Bounds the Man of Prayer" 
by Lyle Wesley Dorsett 

"Prayer and Revival" 
by E. M. Bounds 

"Purpose in Prayer" 
by E. M. Bounds 
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(continued from previous page) 

There is the certain consciousness of complete disappoint­
ment and utter loss. Perhaps the sufferers never thought of 
being excluded from Heaven, as a real and possible event. 
Deceiving themselves with vain hopes, willfully ignorant of the 
truth of God, W1n1indful of the wrath to come, and with no effort to 
flee from it, they felt safe. But this delusion can comfort them no 
longer. Their hopes of escaping are swept away like the spider's 
web, and they are confounded by their own experience of the 
realities of death and eternal judgement. Let us sketch some of the 
characters that are doomed to this woeful disappointment. 

3) The man who indulged a hope of mercy, such as the gospel
never published - who would not repent. Who had read the 
gospel backward, and thought that the blood of the cross by its 
mere overflow had quenched the fires of perdition; and so, insulted 
that atonement and dishonored and degraded Christ, by making 
Him the minister of sin. He comforted himself with the thought that 
God would be merciful at the last, to all men without exception. He 
too finds out the guilt and ruin of this enonnous mistake. He now 
witnesses the justice and mercy that he insulted, a mercy, he 
professed to trust in. 

1) The worker ofiniquity, who defied
the law of God as an unreasonable re­
straint, and rejected the warning of retribu­
tion, as the dream of fanaticism, is now 
confronted with that law, and made to feel 
that the wrath of God is revealed from 
heaven against all ungodliness of men. He 
feels he has no other portion than that 
which has been prepared for the unbeliev­
ers, murderers, whoremongers, idolaters, 
and ALL liars, who have their part in the 
lake that burneth with fire and brimestone; 
which is the second death. 

''I.et US 
What has sin cost? Hear them, while 

they review their bargain and estimate their 
purchase. To avoid tears ofrepentance and 
tribulations for Christ's sake in the earth, I 
have purchased eternal indignation and 
wrath, tribulation and anguish; and the 
tears I am now shedding - ah! They shall 
flow forever from my weeping eyes! I have 
gotten my portion - I have obtained my 
reward- my damnation is come! Ah! how 
bitter will it be to reflect, "This is the
portion I have chosen for myself!" 

weep now� 

that we 

n1ay not 

weep then.'' 

2) The worldly one who gave himself up to the lust of the
flesh, and the lust of the eyes, and the pride oflife; who deemed this 
barren earth sufficient bliss, and pursued all its pleasure, - and who 
perchance expected that after such a frivolous and sensual exist­
ence here, he would enter into HEAVEN. He now finds himself 
alive and conscious - but it is in HELL, in the midst of tonnent. He 
is met with the rebuke, that in his lifetime he received his good 
things, he is justly left to his proper and chosen reward. Tom away 
from the world to which he bound himself, his idol and his portion 
lost, his gods gone, his riches fled, his joys worn out, his honors 
faded. 

Let US weep now, that we may not 
weep then. Not for our earthly sorrows, but for our sins. Not with 
the sorrows, but for our sins. Not with the sorrow of the world that 
worketh death, but with that godly repentance which is unto life -
those tears of contrition which are shed at the cross of our dying and 
atoning Lord. Fall at His feet, and plead His compassion; and 
His smile shall light your face with gladness. Go to Him, now, 
like that weeping sinner who approached Him in the house of 
Simon at Capemaum, when with throbbing, bursting heart, she 
pressed her lips to His feet, washing them with her tears, and wiped 
them with the hairs of her head. 

"For we shall all stand before the judgement seat of Christ." Rom. 14:10 "For we must all appear before the judgement seat of Christ, 
that each one may receive the things done in the body, according to what he has done in the body, wether good or bad." 2 Cor. 5:10 

The Watchword is a free month(y publication 
designed to awaken the Church to her need for hmnility, 
repentance and revival. We gratefitl(y welcome your 
prayers and financial support as the Holy Spirit 
leads. Please fee/free to make copies of the Watchword 
for your family, friends and ministry use. 

Prayer Times
Friday; 6 to 7am (auditorium) • Saturday; 8-11am (prayer room)

ALWAYS RJEMJEMIBER 

A truly prayerful and 
consecrated life unto God can 
only be established by faith. 

It is by trusting in the 
.finished work of Christ that we 
are empowered to produce the 
fruit of love and righteousness. 

"For whatever is born of 
God overcomes the world; and 
this is the victory that has 
overcome the world; our 

faith." (I Jol,n 5:4)

HIDDEN IN HIM prayer watch " ... that in all things, He {JESUS CHRIST} may have the preeminence." {Col 1 :15-18) 


