
"On your walls, 0 Jerusalem, I have appointed watchmen; 

All day and night they will never keep silent 

You who remind the Lord, take no rest for yourselves, 

And give Him no rest until He establishes and makes Jerusalem a praise in the earth. "
Isaiah 62:6-7 XXXVI 

The purpose of this newsletter is to 
encourage prayer and passion for a true 

revival of Apostolic Christianity. The following 

material is offered in the hopes of provoking 

zeal and providing a vision of whatthe Church 

could be if we would fervently pray. 

PRAYER MAKJFS lillilSTORY 

E. M. Bounds in his classic little book
"Power Through Prayer", wrote, 'What the 
Church needs today is not more or better 
machinery, not new organizations or more 
and novel methods, but men whom the 
Holy Ghost can use - men of prayer, men 
mighty in prayer." 

Edward Payson was just such a man; a 
man mighty in prayer. "He prayed without 
ceasing and felt safe nowhere but at the 
Throne of Grace. He may be said to have 
studied theology on his knees. Much of his 
time he spent literally prostrated with his 
Bible open before him pleading the prom­
ise; 'I will send the Comforter and when 
He, The Spirit of Truth is come, He will 
guide you into all truth."' Payson's advice 
to his fellow ministers was, "prayer is the 
first thing, the second thing and the third 
thing necessary to a minister. Pray then 
my dear brother, pray, pray." It has been 
well said that the secret of Edward Payson's 
ministry was that he prayed much in secret. 
The scars on his bedroom floor testify to 
this fact. Next to Payson's bed were deep 
grooves in the hardwood floor where his 
knees had pressed repeatedly in times of 
travail. 

To read "Praying Payson's" diary is to be 
touched by his heart longings and tender 
love for Jesus and the lost. On January 4, 
1807, he wrote, "I was favored with a spirit 
of prayer beyond all my former experience. 
I was in great agony and wrestled both for 
myself and others with great power. God 
seemed to bow the heavens and come 
down and open all His treasures, bidding 
me, take what I would." 

Edward Payson 

January 29th, "I never felt such longings 
after God or such a desire to depart to be 
with Christ. My soul thirsted for more full 
communion with my God and Savior. I do 
not now feel satisfied as fused to with the 
manifestations of the divine presence, but 
still feel hungry and craving." February 18, 
"I was enabled to lie at Jesus' feet and to 
wash them with the tears of contrition. No 
pleasure I have ever found in the Christian 
life is superior to this." February 28, "I was 
favored with great enlargement in prayer. I 
seemed to be carried out of myself into the 
presence of God." 

Like all true men of prayer, Payson under­
stood the need for true humility. "It was the 
burden of his secret prayers that he might 
be delivered from pride, from self-seeking, 
from preaching himself instead of Christ 
Jesus the Lord." Through humility and 
fervent prayer he was always in hopes of 
seeing a fresh wave of revival. 'The reviv­
als which took place under his labors were 
numerous and were characterized by a 
depth and power seldom seen." Often 
Payson's congregation was overwhelmed 

with a sense of Christ's presence and 
power and irresistibly brought to tears. Mr. 
Payson's diary testifies of the power and 
necessity of prayer for revival. September 
27th, "In the evening I was favored with 
great faith and fervency in prayer. It seemed 
as if God would deny me nothing, and I 
wrestled for multitudes of souls, and could 
not help hoping there would be revival 
here." September 28, "I was favored with 
the greatest degree of freedom and fer­
vency in interceding for others. I seemed 
to travail in birth with poor sinners and 
could not help hoping that God is about to 
do something for His glory and the good of 
souls. "Within days, "Praying Payson"saw 
his prayers answered through a fresh work 
of revival power. 

On April 23, 1808, Edward Payson wrote, 
"My heart seemed ready to break with its 
longings after holiness." Such longings for 
heart purity, revival power and the person 
of Jesus are the marks of a healthy and 
normal Christian life. The lack of these 
precious things in the modern Church re­
veals a nominal* Christian life. Too much 
of what is called the Church today is not fit 
to live or die. The nominal* Christian is 
unfit to deal with our demon-possessed 
age or the coming judgement seat of Christ. 
Truly the Church's greatest need is for men 
and women, mighty in prayer. We need 
men and women who will pray and crave 
for revival. The choice is ours, either to 
pray or to perish. 

* - Nominal: Existing in name only. A difference in 
name and not in reality. 

References Used -

"Memoir, Select Thoughts and 

Sermons of Rev. Edward Payson" 
Compiled by Asa Cummings 

"Touching Incidents and 
Remarkable Answers to Prayer" 

byS.B. Shaw 

"Power Through Prayer" 

by E. M. Bounds 







Vtstol) 
"Where there is no vision, 

the people perish." 

Author Unknown 

''Ulhere there is no viswn, the people throw off 
restraint" (Proverbs 29:18). The need of the hour is vision, and 
vision we must have or break upon the jagged rocks of infidelity 
and materialism towards which we are being driven by the fiercest 
gale that has troubled these waters for many years. Our age is 
going blind! The black clouds of our own dissipations are shutting 
out the light! The ceaseless whirl, and hurry, and rush of life 
is robbing us of God! It is time to heed the warning. Lord have
mercy upon us and give us wisdom. 

(iive the ministry vision! Help those ofus whom you have
called to be watchmen, an1id the closing scenes of this awful age 
of God-forgetting, to live in the mountains so close to Your heart 
that we will see from Your viewpoint! Set our hearts on fire! Make 
us courageous! Help us to rebuke folly, unmask hypocrisy, and 
expose carnality! Don't let us pander to the worldlings, no matter 
what their profession or position! Save us from soft sentimental 
preaching; unctionize us until the people will go out from under our 
ministry, feeling that they have listened to "A man sent from 
God." 

(iive the money-mad vision! That haggard, wrinkled,
worried crowd who are burning up with a lust for gold. They 
cannot sleep. They have no time to pray. They struggle in a 
nightmare of stocks and shares and mortgages. Their nerves are 
gone, their health is gone and God is gone! The only worship they 
know is the worship of gold. 0 Lo rd wake them up, before their 
miserable lives burn out, and they fall into a terrible hell. Give
the great crowd of pleasure-seekers and fashion-lovers vision. 
Those who have shrivelled their souls to a mere nothing by an 
endless study of proprieties and fashions, and etiquette and styles. 
They are a thousand times more worried about their com­
plexion than they are about their sins, more interested about 

the latest fad than they are in redemption. What a spectacle 
they will present in the judgement, when death will have unraveled 
them down to character. All the trappings gone! When death shall 
have scattered their trivialities amid the mould of the graveyard, 
and they must face God, burned out, prayerless unholy things, who 
danced and giggled, and flirted their souls away. Oh! My God! 
Give us vision! Swing us back to the things of value! Cleat the fog 
of the hills of our higher levels ofliving, and help us climb! Climb 
until we have found the light as You are in the light. Climb until 
we are more hungry for God than we are for fame, or money, 
or a good time. And dear God, give us vision quickJy! Don't 
let us wait too long before we begin to look and listen. Don't
let us wait until our ears are deafened by the world's selfish roar. 
Don't let us wait until our eyes are blinded by the glare of passing 
pomp and folly before we strive to see and hear things of supreme 
worth. Help us to pause amid the hurried rush, and listen to the call 
of things more real. 

Delp us now to give ourselves to prayer, and stay there 
until the scales fall from our eyes, and the hardness melts from 
our hearts. Until God, and heaven, and hell, and holiness 
become real, until we are made simple enough again to hear 
Your voice. We shall doubtless be put down as dreamers, fanatics
or fools by the mad mob who, have eyes but see not, and ears but 
hear not, but Oh! My God! Give us vision! The visions of God are 
only seen through the lens of a pure heart. ,ia 

Reference Used -

"The Price of Revival" 
by J. D. Drysdale 

ALWAYS REMEMJBER 

c A truly prayerful and 
consecrated life unto God can 
only be established by faith. It is 
by trusting in the finished work 
o_f Christ that we are empowered 
to produce the fruit of love and 
righteousness. 

The Watchword is a free monthly publication 
designed to awaken the Churh to her need for humility, 
repentance and revival. We gratefully welcome your 
prayers and financial support as the Holy Spirit 
leadr. Please feel free to make copies of the Watchword 
for your family, friendr and ministry use. 

Prayer Times

Friday; 6 to 7am (auditorium) • Saturday; 8-11am (prayer room)

"For whatever is born of God 
overcomes the world; and this is 
the victory that has overcome 
the world; our faith." (I John 5:4)

HIDDEN IN HIM prayer watch " ... that in all things, He (JESUS CHRIST) may have the preeminence." (Col 1 :15-18) 


