
"On your walls, 0 Jerusalem, I have appointed watchmen; 
All day and night they will never keep silent 

You who remind the Lord, take no rest for yourselves, 
And give Him no rest until He establishes and makes Jerusalem a praise in the earth." 

The purpose of this newsletter is to 
encourage prayer and passion for a true 
revival of Apostolic Christianity. The following 
material is offered in the hopes of provoking 

zeal and providing a vision of what the Church 

could be if we would fervently pray. 

PRAYER MAKES HHSTORY 

The central fact of true Christianity is a 
Holy and intimate union with Jesus Christ. 
Uncle John Vassar was never content with 
anything less than true Christianity. First 
and foremost he was a loyal lover of Jesus. 
John Vassar was known as the Apostle of 
Personal Evangelism because of his fer­
vent and constant witness to the Saviour's 
worth. Loving Jesus was his principle, his 
passion and his one antidote against every 
sin. 

"One day he came out of a church 
where a noted minister had preached, and 
with a grieved, disappointed look and a 
quivering voice he said, 'Oh he never 
mentioned the name of Jesus once.'" 
"Deeper than the Jove of home, deeper 
than the Jove of kindred, deeper than the 
love of country, aye, deeper than the love 
of life, was his affection for that Redeemer 
who had first loved him and given Himself 
for him. He did not talk so much of heaven 
as many Christians do. He talked of being 
with the Lord and like Him." 

Out of John Vassar's tender love for 
Christ grew what was probably the most 
prominent feature of his life - a constant 
habit of prayer. A close friend of his de­
scribes for us his fervency in prayer. "He 
absolutely prayed day and night. I have 
roomed with him night after night, and I 
rarely went to sleep without hearing him at 
prayer, or awoke without finding him at 
prayer. He seldom, if ever, came into my 
house or study that he did not propose a 
season of prayer . . .  "Uncle John Vassar's 
gift of prayer manifested itself along road­
sides, in shops and in homes. Wherever a 

Uncle John Vassar 

need could be found John Vassar could be 
found praying. A. J. Gordon, the famous 
Spirit-filled minister of the 19th, century 
recalls Vassar's prayer life. 'When he 
came occasionally to work among my flock, 
he at once took the whole church and 
people on his heart and began to travail for 
them in prayer, as though his very life 
depended on the issue. This intercession 
continued night and day with tears. He 
never said he had prayed all night, but I 
could hear him again and again breaking 
forth in the darkness with strong crying 
unto God. I know what the burden was, it 
was this congregation, strangers to him till 
today. It was this flock, not one of whom he 
had ever seen till now. This habitual prayer­
fulness was something so wonderful that I 
wish to emphasize it as furnishing the true 
secret of his life." 

Calloused knees produce courageous 
hearts. Uncle John Vassar's prayer habits 
made him a man of great faith. "He did not 
believe simply in the God of ages ago. He 
believed in the God of today. He could not 
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be persuaded that the wonderworking 
Spirit finished His operations at Pentecost. 
He could not be convinced that the super­
natural was no longer to be looked for. He 
would get a church or a schoolhouse open, 
and then invite people out. Almost invari­
ably a revival would commence. Often 
God would triumph gloriously. Converts 
would be multiplied. There would be apos­
tolic work because it was underlaid and 
pushed with apostolic faith." 

John Vassar's zeal and consecration 
were so intense that it often astonished 
and offended those who called themselves 
"Christians". "Despised, rebuffed, and 
persecuted he held right on meekly and 
joyfully, in his simple and faithful way with 
his little wom New Testament in hand and 
his single eye fixed on Jesus. Coldness 
and insults were nothing to him, save that 
they made him sad for other's sake. No 
harshness could quench the ardor of his 
affection." 

Uncle John Vassar's life displays for 
us the balance of zeal mixed with mercy 
and passion mixed with patience. Many 
within the modem Church have strayed, 
believing that they could choose between 
such things, pursuing one virtue while ne­
glecting others. If our churches are to meet 
the needs at hand, we must,. like John 
Vassar, first be lovers of Jesus given to 
constant prayer. Second, we must receive 
joyfully ALL that the Master has laid before 
us, absolute holiness and joy, purity and 
patient love. The Church must become 
one with Christ, balanced with both His 
goodness and severity. 
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and take their lands and produce, but the people insisted it was what 
they wanted. "Make them a king, " the Lord said, and their history 
changed again even as they broke God's heart. 

Everywhere you tum now a growing number of God's people 
are rejecting the Lordship of Christ. They are clamoring to be "like

the nations. " That is the essence of compromise or mixture: to be 
just like the world. They are saying, "We want God and the world,

tool" They want the world's recognition and prestige, the world's 
pleasures and the "good life" of luxury. But thank God for the 
protesting Samuel company! They 

constant presence. They draw strength from believing in the 
majesty and power of God, whose judgments are always righteous. 
With Habakkuk they can say, "Though all else fails, my heart will

rejoice in God alone." Even when failure seems to surround them 
and they see little evidence of fruit, their grief gives way to ecstatic 
joy because they are near to the heart of the Lord. And, like Paul, 
this grieving remnant can say, ''.As sorrowful, yet always rejoicing;

as poor, yet making many rich; as having nothing, and yet possess­

ing all things" (2 Corinthians 6: 10). 

It seems that Samuel had little joy 
have heard from God, and they know 
where all this compromise is going to 
end. They see the frightful results of 
apostasy ahead, and like Samuel they 
sob a piercing, heart-rending cry of 
grief. 

Those who weep over sin in the 
Church and discern her errors are 
called doomsayers. Many who know 
them say, "I don't like to be around

them. They sound negative and mo­

rose and they look so sad. " But such 
onlookers simply do not know these 
weeping people. They do not under­

stand that those who truly grieve 

MAY WE FIND THAT 
OUR HUNGER LEADS 

TO THE PRAYER 
CLOSET TO SHARE 
HIS GRIEF, AND TO 

THE BODY OF 
CHRIST TO SHARE 

HIS JOY. 

during the disastrous reign of Saul, the 
chosen king, for he continued to mourn 
for him (I Samuel 15:35). Finally the 
Lord said, "How long will you mourn

for Saul, seeing I have rejected him 

from reigning over Israel? Fill your 

horn with oil, and go; I am sending 

you to Jesse the Bethlehemite. For I 

have provided Myself a king among 

his sons" (1 Samuel 16: 1). This was, 
of course, the young David, a man who 
shepherded Israel "according to the

integrity of his heart" (Psalm 78: 72) 

and who prefigured the Messiah. 

with God are given a leaping heart of joy in Jehovah. "Although 

the fig tree shall not bear fruit; neither should there be any 

provision on the vines; the produce of the olive should fall, and the 

fields not yield subsistence; the flocks should be cut off from the 

fold, neither should there be any herd in the stalls. Yet will I leap 

for joy in Jehovah. I will exult in the God of my salvation. Jehovah 

my Lord is my strength." Habakkuk 3:17-19, Spurrell Original 

Hebrew. 

Such joy comes from knowing that God will always have a pure 
ministry through a holy and separated people, even in the most evil 
of days. These people know that God will honor them with His 

It is, in fact, David's words that 
encourage us to believe that sharing God's grief will result in 
rejoicing. Speaking from his own wealth of experiences as one who 
hungered after the Lord, David said, "Weeping may endure for a

night, but joy comes in the morning" (Psalm 30:5). 

So may it be for the hungering people today! May we find that our 
hunger leads to the prayer closet to share His grief, and to the Body 
of Christ to share His joy. 

by David Wilkerson 
"Hungry For More Of Jesus" 

ALWAYS REMEMJBER 

A truly prayerful and 
consecrated life unto God can 
only be established by faith. It is 
by trusting in the .finished work 
of Christ that we are empowered 
to produce the fruit of love and 
righteousness. 

The Watchword is a free monthly publication 
designed to awaken the Church to her need for humility, 

repentance and revival. We gratefully welcome your 
prayers and financial support as the Holy Spirit 
leads. Please feel free to make copies of the Watchword 
for your family, friends and ministry use. 

Prayer Times
Friday; 6 to 7am (auditorium) • Sa.turday; 8-1 tam (prayer room)

"For whatever is born of God 
overcomes the world; and this is 
the victory that has overcome 

the world; our faith." (I John 5:4)

HIDDEN IN HIM prayer watch " ... that in all things, He (JESUS CHRIST} may have the preeminence." (Col 1 :15-18) 


