
"Oh that Thou would rend the heavens, that Thou would come down, that the mountains might flow down at Thy presence. 
As when the melting fire burns, the fire causes the waters to boil, to make known Thy name to thine adversaries, 

that the nations may tremble at Thy presence!" Isaiah 64:1,2

The purpose of this newsletter is to 

encourage prayer and passion for a true 

revival of Apostolic Christianity. The following 

material is offered in the hopes of provoking 

zeal and providing a vision of what the Church 

could be if we would fervently pray. 

lPRAYIR MAKIS HISTORY 

The memory of Charles Haddon Spurgeon 
has been cherished among evangelical 
Christians for over the past 100 years. 
Many Christian leaders consider him to be 
the greatest preacher England ever pro­
duced. He is commonly hailed as the 
"Prince of Preachers". Over 63 volumes of 
published sermons still bear witness to the 
richness and success of C.H. Spurgeon's 
ministry. Though known as a great 
preacher, it was not preaching that made 
Spurgeon great. Mr. Spurgeon repeatedly 
acknowledged his success as the direct 
result of his congregation's faithful prayers. 
"It has often been remarked that the whole 
church helped produce Spurgeon." When 
visitors would come to Spurgeon's church 
he would take them to the basement prayer­
room where people were always on their 
knees interceding. Then Spurgeon would 
declare, "Here is the powerhouse of this 
church." As an illustration of the power of 
prayer, Spurgeon once described one of 
his church's intercessors. 'We used to 
have an old member of this church who 
used to pray in extraordinary places. Once, 
two women were fighting and he knelt 
down between them to pray and they gave 
up fighting directly." 'When there was a 
disturbance in the house he began to pray. 
He was better than a policeman, for his 
prayers awed the most obstinate." 

Spurgeon in his autobiography described 
his gratefulness for being blessed with 
such a praying church. "/ always give all 
the glory to God, but I do not forget that He 
gave me the privilege of ministering from 
the first to a praying people. We had prayer 
meetings that moved our very souls, each 
one appeared determined to storm the 

C H. Spurgeon 

Celestial City by the might of intercession. n 

Spurgeon regarded the prayer-meeting as 
the spiritual thermometer of a church. His 
church's Monday night prayer meeting had 
a worldwide testimony for many years. 
Every Monday night a large portion of 
Spurgeon's sanctuary was filled with ear­
nest and fervent intercessors. 

"In Spurgeon's eyes the prayer-meeting 
was the most important meeting of the 
week." It is here many of us find ourselves 
in conflict with dear Mr. Spurgeon. We love 
our meetings for preaching and praising 
and yet sadly neglect those set aside for 
praying. One of Spurgeon's greatest con­
cerns was that his people learn to truly 
pray. "He taught his people to pray, doing 
so far more by his example than by any 
preaching. People heard him pray with 
such reality that they became ashamed of 
their own mere repetition of words." 
Throughout his entire ministry many hear­
ers remarked that they were moved by his 
preaching, but yet still more affected by his 
praying. D. L. Moody after his first visit to 
England, being asked upon his return to 
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America, "Did you hear Spurgeon preach?" 
He replied, "Yes, but better still I heard him 
pray." A close friend of Spurgeon's, com­
mented on his prayer life, "His public prayers 
were an inspiration, but his prayers with the 
family were to me more wonderful still. Mr. 
Spurgeon, when bowed before God in 
family prayer, appeared a grander man 
even than when holding thousands spell­
bound by his oratory." 

Spurgeon fully recognized that the Church's 
greatest need was not to have another, 
"Prince of Preachers", but to have more 
princes of prayer. One of his many pub­
lished sermons expressed his feelings on 
this. He wrote, "Shall I give you yet another 
reason why you should pray? I have 
preached my very heart out. I could not say 
any more than I have said. Will not your 
prayers accomplish that which my preach­
ing fails to do? Is it not likely that the 
Church has been putting forth its preach­
ing hand but not its praying hand? Oh dear 
friends! Let us agonize in prayer . .. " 

There has been much talk lately about 
pockets of revival spring up in our nation. 
Many are saying they desire such revivals 
in our own local churches, and cities. Yet, 
is it not the prayer-meeting which is still 
most neglected? If Christ Jesus were to 
visit us today with revival power, how could 
such a blessing be maintained where there 
is no ground work laid in prayer? To merely 
exercise our mouths about revival and not 
our knees is hypocrisy! It is time to make 
the prayer-meeting as crowded as our fa­
vorite praise meeting. It is then and only 
then that a true and lasting revival will 
come! May we, like Mr. Spurgeon count 
the prayer-meeting as our most important 
meeting! 

References Used -

"CH. Spurgeon 's Autobiography" 
compiled by Susannah Spurgeon 
and Joseph Harrald 

"Spurgeon" 
by Arnold Dallimore 
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spiritual kinship and agreed to meet for prayer. They were 
permitted to use a very retired part of the ship, on a deck far below 
the water line. Here, then, they gathered one evening. They were 
only four men, but they were a united band. They represented three 
denominations, one being an Episcopalian, another a Presbyte­
rian, while two were Baptists. As they knelt in the dim light of a tiny 
lamp, the Spirit of God suddenly filled their hearts with such joy of 
salvation that they burst into song. The strange sweet strain rose 
to the decks above, and there created great astonishment. Their 
ungodly shipmates came running down. They came to mock, but the 
mighty power of God had been liberated by 

vices. The true, the great end for which, we believe, this nation was 
raised up, was being lost sight of. The very foundations were 
moving. We needed this 'great awakening' to bring us to our senses, 
to rouse up the national conscience, to arrest the national decay, 

and bring us back to a high tone of moral health. Nothing but the 
influence of a deep and all-pervading earnest piety can save this 
nation from the fate of all past republics. The tide of corruption 
must be rolled backward. This was felt; everywhere felt. The place 
of prayer was the place to get the help we needed. Men rushed to 
the place of prayer with high resolves, and with weighty demands 

to ask great things of God. And men 

rejoicingfaith. It gripped them, and in one 
moment their derisive laugh was changed 
into the cry of penitent sinners! Great 
fellows, giants in stature, and many of 

them giants in sin, were literally smitten 
down, and knelt humbly beside the four, 
like little children. 

A most gracious work straightway began 
in the depths of the great ship. Night after 
night the prayer meeting was held, and 
conversions took place daily. Soon they 

had to send ashore for help, and ministers 

joyfully came out to assist. A large number 

"The Place of 
Prayer Was 
The Place to 
Get The Help 
We Needed." 

rejoiced with unbounded joy when they 
saw what God was doing. Why should not 
a holy enthusiasm be enkindled? It was 

kindled, and God be praised. "

The Challenge 
"Brethren, we must pray as we have never 
yet prayed. Our want of success is due to 
our coldness of desire and slothfulness of 
request. We are not straitened in God, but 
in our own low, slender conceptions and 
hopes. We have not, because we ask not. If 

were added to the various churches, and the battleship became a 
veritable House of God! The North Carolina was a receiving ship, 
from which men were constantly drafted to other ships. The 
converts of the revival were scattered throughout the navy. A 
revival convert is a burning brand. The holy fire spread rapidly 
from ship to ship. Wherever the converts went they started a prayer 
meeting and became a soul-winning band. Thus ship after ship left 
the harbor of New York for foreign seas, each carrying its band of 
rejoicing converts, and the fire of God was borne to the ends of the 
earth." 

Why Did They Pray? 
Again we quote from Samuel Prime's book "The Power of Prayer", 
he explains to some extent the motivation behind such a miraculous 

move of prayer. He wrote, "As a nation, we were becoming rapidly 
demoralized by our worldliness, our ambition, our vanity, and our 

we were under a deep and solemn impres­
sion of the divine power, bounty, and faith­

fulness, 'how should one chase a thousand, and two put ten 

thousand to flight'! The lesson which the revival should teach us is 
the duty of being instant in supplication for the larger and more 

glorious effusion of the Holy Spirit. Acting on this, we shall behold 
new marvels of love in the place of prayer." 

References Used -

"When The Fire Fell" 
by George T. B. Davis 

"The Power of Prayer" 
by Samuel L Prime 

"How To Promote Revival" 
by R. A. Torrey 

ALWAYS REMEMBER 

A truly prayerful and 
consecrated life unto God can 
only be established by faith. !t is 
by trusting in the finished work 
of Christ that we are empowered 
to produce the fruit of love and 
righteousness. 

The Watchword is a free monthly publication 
designed to awaken the Church to her need for humility, 
repentance and revival. lfe gratefully welcome your 
prayers and financial support as the Holy Spirit 
leads. Please fee/free to make copies of the Watchword 
for your family, friends and ministry use. 

Prayer Times 
Friday; 6 to lam (auditorium) • Saturday; 8-11am (prayer room)

"For whatever is born of God 
overcomes the world; and this is 
the victory that has overcome 

the world; our faith. " (I John 5:4)

HIDDEN IN HIM prayer watch " ... that in all things, He (JESUS CHRIST) may have the preeminence." (Col 1 :15-18) 


