
"Oh that Thou would rend the heavens, that Thou would come down, that the mountains might flow down at Thy presence. 
As when the melting fire burns, the fire causes the waters to boil, to make known Thy name to thine adversaries, 

that the nations may tremble at Thy presence!" Isaiah 64:1,2

The purpose of this newsletter is to 
encourage prayer and passion for a true 
revival of Apostolic Christianity. The following 
material is offered in the hopes of provoking 
zeal and providing a vision of what the Church 
could be if we would fervently pray. 

PRAYER MAKES HISTORY 

John Smith has often been called, "The 
Man with Calloused Knees". Though his 
name was quite common, there was noth­
ing common about him. He was 
distinguished from countless others of 
the same name by the title of, ''John Smith 
- the Revivalist". Like his father before
him, he was respected as a zealous and
passionate, preacher of the gospel. He
labored among the Wesleyan Methodists
in England, beginning in 1816. Like many
of God's mighty men of prayer, Mr. Smith's
life seemed to be cut short. After only 15
years of faithful service he died at age 37
in the year 1831.

"Constant communion with God was at 
the foundation of Mr. Smith's great useful­
ness. In this he was surpassed by none 
of any age. Whole nights were often given 
up to prayer." His day often literally 
revolved around times of deep soul 
travailing prayer. "He arose at four o'clock 
in the morning, and throwing himself be­
fore the mercy-seat, for three hours 
wrestled with God in mighty prayer. . . 
Immediately after breakfast and family 
worship he would again retire with his bible 
into his study, and spend until near noon 
in the same hallowed employment. Here 
unquestionably was the great secret of 
his power in public prayer and in preach­
ing. TheLordwhoseesinsecret, rewarded 
him openly. Every sermon was sanctified 
by prayer." 

Often as he prayed he would wrestle with 
God till a considerable part of the floor of 
his study was wet with tears. Some may 
question if such sacrificial praying was 
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really necessary. The worth of these 
extended seasons of prayer was evident 
once Mr. Smith stepped into the pulpit. 
The following narrative gives us a brief 
glimpse of John Smith's anointed preach­
ing. "The Spirit of God descended upon 
the congregation; the deep attentive si­
lence at the commencement of the dis­
course was soon interrupted by sobs and 
moans and followed by loud and piercing 
cries for mercy as one after another the 
hearers were pricked to the heart, and the 
strongholds of satan were beaten down." 
At other times as he preached the congre­
gation would suddenly be struck with the 
reality of Christ's full salvation, and then 
spontaneously break out in loud shouts of 
joyful praise and celebration. 

"Once towards the close of a meeting 
when penitents were crying aloud and 
believers, with scarcely less agony, were 
seeking a deeper baptism of the Holy 
Spirit, Mr. Smith's powerful voice might 
still be heard above the blended weeping 
and rejoicing, calling upon God for a larger 
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blessing, 'a Pentecostal shower."' Even 
after the meeting was closed the majority 
of the people stayed and prayed through­
out the night. 

Why did Mr. Smith pray and preach so 
passionately? Because he had entered 
into His Master's tender love for the lost 
and the hopeless souls around him. Mr. 
Ca Ide rs stated of John Smith's deep love 
for the lost, "I have seen him come 
downstairs in the morning, after spending 
several hours in prayer with his eyes 
swollen with weeping - he would soon 
introduce the subject of his anxiety by 
saying, 'I am a brokenhearted man; yes, 
indeed I am an unhappy man; not for 
myself, but on account of others. God 
has given me such a sight of the value of 
precious souls, that I cannot live if souls 
be not saved. Oh, give me souls or else 
I die!"' 

In these days of sin and perversion who 
can deny that the Church needs men of 
prayer like John Smith. The only thing 
worse than the present condition of our 
country, is that in the midst of it all, is a 
Church complacent and seeking the path 
of least resistance. Where are the men 
who pray and weep for revival? Where are 
the men who have strong convictions 
about something other than sports and 
business? Where are the men who long 
for perfect holiness and a burning love for 
Jesus? A man without godly convictions 
is not a man at all! He is merely dead 
weight, that drains his family and church 
of the precious strength they so desper­
ately need. It's time to - ''BE ON THE 
ALERT, STAND FIRM IN THE FAITH. ACT 
LIKE MEN. AND BE STRONG. n 1 Cor. 16: 13 
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was the Lord's charge to Lot, "Look not
behind thee." Gen 19:17. He was to re­
nounce and detest the lewdness of Sodom 
and must not even look towards it. "At that
day shall a man look to His Maker, and his 
eyes shall have respect to the Holy One of 
Israel, and he shall not look to the altars,
the work of his hands. " Isa. 17: 7, 8. This 
was the fiuit of God's chastisement on Israel, 
that he should not give a look to the altars, 
lest they diverted, or draw his eyes from his 
Maker. "We look not t;lt the things which
are seen, but at the things which are not
seen" said Paul, 2 Cor. 4:18. A Christian's 
aim is beyond visible things. Oh when a 
soul comes to know what an eternal God is, 
and what an eternal Jesus is, and what an 
eternal crown is; when it knows that great 
design of Christ to save poor souls and to 
communicate Himself eternally to such 
poor creatures, this takes off the edge of its 
desires as to visible temporal things; Oh 
what are they in comparison? 

'hie preferring of the world before 
Christ Himself. This is the height of cov­
etousness, and the height of adultery; 
what, to make the members of Christ the 
members of an harlot? Those admiring
thoughts are Christ's, those pains are 
Christ's, that love is Christ's, that time, 
that care, that earnestness is Christ's; 
they are all Christ's and will you give that 
which is Christ's unto the world? And 
prefer the world before Christ with His 
own? What, live as professed prostitutes, 
that prefer every one before their hus­
bands? How will this expose you to the 
scorn of men and angels? At the last day 
they will come pointing and say, "This is the
man that made not God his strength, but 
trusted in the abundance of his riches; he is 
the Gadareen that loved his swine more
than Christ Jesus, 'Love not the world, "' 
said John, 1 John 2: 15. Christ is never 
precious in a man's apprehension, so long as 
the world seems glorious to him. As we
begin to relish sweetness in Christ, the

world begins to be bitter to us. The more
sweetness we taste in the one, the more
bitterness we taste in the other.

'But why must we look off every thing 
that diverts our "looking unto Jesus"? 
Because we cannot look fixedly on Christ, 
and such things together, and at once; the 
eye cannot look upwards and downwards at 
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once in a direct line; we cannot seriously 
mind heaven and earth in one thought, "No
man can serve two masters," Matt. 6:24. 
Because, while we look on these things, we 
cannot see the beauty that is in Christ. 
Indeed beauty is the attraction of the soul, 
the soul must see a beauty in that which it is 
desiring; but our wishing looks on other 
things make Christ vile and contemptible in 
our eyes. 

J t is according to the very law of 
marriage, "Therefore shall a man leave
father and mother, and cleave to his wife, " 
Gen. 2: 2 4. The Lord Christ marries Himself 
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to the souls of His saints; '1 will betroth
thee unto Me forever; I will betroth thee 
unto Me in righteousness, and in judgment, 
and in loving kindness, and mercies:" Hos.
2: 19. And for this cause the soul must 
forsake all, and cleave unto Christ, as mar­
ried wives do, we must leave all for our 
Husband the Lord Jesus; "Hearken, Oh
daughter and consider, and incline thine 

ear; forget also thy own people, and thy 
father's house," Psa. 45:10. 

Christ is a jealous Christ. Now,jealousy 
is a passion in the soul, that will not endure 
any sharing in the object beloved: the 
woman that hath a jealous husband, must 
leave all her old companions: if she cast
any amorous looks or glances after them, 
the husband will be jealous, and He will be 
jealous. Christians! Our God "is a jeal­
ous God," Exo. 20:5. Our Christ is a
jealous Christ; He cannot endure that we 
should look on any other things, so as to 
lust after them. 

Y. o forth, Oh you daughters of Zion,
lay aside all private and earthly affections, 
and look upon the Glory of CHRIST. Ifwe 
will behold the great King, Jesus Christ, in 
His most excellent Glory (a sight able to 
satisfy the eye, and to ravish the heart) we 
must come out of our doors, we must come 
out of ourselves, otherwise we cannot see 

His GLORY. We are in ourselves shut up in 
adarkdungeon,and thereforeweare called 
upon to come forth into the clear light of 
faith, and with the eyes of faith to behold, in 
daily meditation, the Glory of Christ Jesus. 

Reference Used -

"Looking Unto Jesus" 
by Isaac Ambrose 

ALWAYS REMEMJBER 

A truly prayerful and 
consecrated life unto God can 
only be established by faith. It is 
by trusting in the finished work 
of Christ that we are empowered 
to produce the fruit of love and 
righteousness. 

"For whatever is born of God 
overcomes the world; and this is 
the victory that has overcome 

the world; our faith." (I John 5:4)

HIDDEN IN HIM prayer watch " ... that in all things, He (JESUS CHRIST) may have the preeminence." (Col 1 :15-18) 


